
 

 

 

 

 

Hashem separated Jews from the Egyptians. 
 

Weekly portion Vaeira talks about the plagues which Hahem sent on Egypt as a punishment for not 

letting the Jews out.  The fourth plague was invasion of wild animals.  They attacked the Egyptians, 

but did not cause any harm to the Jews, as it is written, “And I will separate on that day the land of 

Goshen, upon which My people stand, that there will be no mixture of noxious creatures there, in 

order that you know that I am the Lord in the midst of the earth. And I will make a redemption 

between My people and your people; this sign will come about tomorrow” (Shmos 8:18-19). 

Or Hachaim Hakadosh asks the question, why does it say that the plague will affect neither the land 

of Goshen nor the Jews?  Since Jews lived in Goshen, and animals will not come there, isn’t it obvious 

that they will not suffer?  Why was it necessary to write twice the same message?  Or Hachaim 

Hakadosh answers that even if a Jew was to leave Goshen, nothing will happen to him.  Separation 

between Jews and Egyptians will be everywhere, regardless of where they are. 

Let’s try to understand this answer with the help of a parable: 

A king had no children for a long time, and only in old age a son was born to him.  King was very 

happy and made a feast for all his servants.  But there was one problem.  The boy had an ugly 

birthmark on his forehead and a bold spot on the top of his head.  Everyone who saw the boy 

laughed at him, and little children pointed fingers.  One day a little boy asked the prince, “What’s 

that on your forehead?  Go and wash off the dirt!”  Prince ran to his father, crying.  The king 

answered, “Don’t worry, my son.  The birthmark and the bold spot make you different from 

everyone else.  You don’t have to hide it.  Everyone who sees you will know that you are the king’s 

son.” 

One time prince went hunting with his servants.  He noticed a deer behind the bushes and started 

chasing it.  Deer was running fast, and soon prince realized that he was alone and lost his way home.  

He began wondering in the forest, not knowing which direction to take.  Suddenly he heard voices at 

a distance.  At first he thought that they were his servants, but it turned out to be a gang of bandits.  

They right away tied him up.  “You found out about our hiding place, and you can tell it to the king, --

they told him.-- You will not live.  At dawn we’ll take care of you.”  They appointed a guard for him 

and went to sleep.    
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When everyone was sleeping, the guard said quietly to the prisoner, “I’ve seen this birthmark before.  

Can it be that you are king’s son?”  Prince said, “Yes, I am.” Guard took of prince’s hat – and there 

was the bold spot.  “I was that little boy who laughed at you,” – said the guard. –“I became a robber 

and committed many crimes against the king.  If I bring you home, will you ask the king to forgive 

me?”  Prince nodded in agreement.  They quietly left the hiding place and returned to the palace.   

King was overjoyed to see his son safe and sound.  He not only forgave the robber, but gave him a 

reward for saving his son, and he severely punished those who wanted to harm the prince.   

Hahem separated Jews from the Egyptians. He promised to protect them from wild animals even 

outside the land of Goshen.  Hahem repeated His promise many more times, and it will stay forever, 

but on the condition that Jews remain King’s children.  It says (Vaikra 20:26), “…and I separated you 

from among the nations, and you shall be Mine”.  Rashi comments on this verse, “If you remain 

separate from them, you shall be Mine, but if not, you will fall prey to Nevuchadnetzar and others 

like him.”   

If we are not ashamed of the “birthmark” on our forehead – the tefillin, and the “bald spot” on the 

top of our head – the kippah, we do not have to fear anything.  No matter what “wilderness” we find 

ourselves in, be it France, Russia, Ukraine, or the modern State of Israel, we will be safe.  Soon the 

King will punish all evildoers who want to harm His children. 

May we merit the ultimate Redemption and see the miracles which Hahem promised to perform for 

us.  Amen.  

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com 

For candle lighting time in your area go to: 

https://www.myzmanim.com/search.aspx 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Next week in Arizona with Rabbi Shteiman Shlita  

 



 


