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 פרשת וירא 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of the marriage of our dear daughter and son, 
Ariella & Jonathan, 

and Shabbos Sheva Brachos this Shabbos. 
 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל

 

   

 
וירא אליו ד' באלני ממרא והוא ישב פתח האהל "

)א, חי( "כחם היום   “Hashem appeared to him in the plains of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance of the tent in the heat of the day.”  
 Was it Avraham Avinu’s custom to sit at the entrance of the tent?  The Torah is describing how precious the mitzvah of hospitality was to Avraham Avinu – since he had endured two days without guests, he thought, “Maybe the guests think that they would be causing me to suffer after I was circumcised and that is why they do not come.”  Immediately, he went out and sat at the entrance - to call to and invite in any passersby.1  

 
 To Do Your Will, Wholeheartedly לעשות רצונך בלבב שלם

 Akeidas Yitzchak (The Binding/Sacrifice of Yitzchak) – the essence of Jewish self-sacrifice that is boundless, that expresses readiness to give up everything that is precious and beloved that a Jew possesses - for his emuna.  It is difficult to comprehend the intensity of the self-sacrifice that was on display.  A Jew travels with joy and eagerness, to sacrifice his only son, who he loved, who was born to him after so many long years of longing.  All because it was what his Creator commanded.  He was prepared to nullify his own continuity.  
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Yitzchak was his legacy.  Without Yitzchak, there would be no Jewish nation, G-d forbid.  This was an indescribably enormous challenge – that is why it is how we begin our morning prayers each morning, with the story of the Akeida.  We draw life from this extraordinary merit.  Every Rosh Hashanah, Hashem judges the Jewish people and grants us a life of blessing and good through the power of the blowing of the shofar that elevates the merit of Akeidas Yitzchak before Hashem and seals the mouths of the prosecutorial angels.  On the days that we recite Selichos, we raise Akeidas Yitzchak on a flagpole to ask Hashem for mercy, forgiveness and pardon.  All of the tefillos of the day are accepted in the merit of the Akeida, in the merit of Avraham Avinu’s wondrous action of nullifying all of his personal feelings and casting aside his own intellect and suppressing his own compassion to the will of Hashem.  Our days are filled with Akeidas.  We perform self-sacrifice and we bind our own desire to do Hashem’s will.  This saturates even the smallest moments of our lives.  I feel compelled to criticize, it is on the tip of my tongue, but I refrain.  I have no strength or enthusiasm to greet the person walking towards me, I would much prefer to cross to the other side of the street and suddenly begin to “guard my eyes” by looking down and avoiding him – but I force myself to smile at him, as much as I can. 
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The hardest arena is with our negative thoughts – to run away from them towards good thoughts.  When a bad thought rises up - to stop it forcefully and exchange it for something positive, with the benefit of the doubt.  If we see something good in another person, even if it is minor, it changes the picture.  If we focus on this small element, in which the person is a tzaddik, we suddenly transform our reality and all of the bad things cease to exist, we no longer notice them.  Have you already given up, you do not concentrate when davening, do you get angry with your children, do you eat what you do not need, do you waste money, do you do all sorts of silly things (we all do stupid things because we are flesh and blood)?  For anyone who feels that way, Rebbe Nachman composed the Torah titled, “I will sing to G-d with the little I have left (אזמרה לאלקי בעודי).”2  What is meant by: “the little I have left?”  With the little bit of good that is still within me – with that I will revive myself.  Rebbe Nachman taught hope.  Even when it feels like fate has battered us and Hashem has handed us a painful destiny – such a difficult childhood, such a problematic family life, such troubles with our children, etc.  Set everything aside for a moment and seek that element in which you are certainly a tzaddik and that element will reinvigorate your soul.  We must do this for our friends and we must do this for ourselves.  Rather than become dejected and think that you are not capable, not worthy, or that you are worthy but the other person is not, he is not as successful as you are, the teaching “Azamrah” tells us to seek the good point, even if it is the smallest possible, and thereby transform your negative thoughts into positive ones.  Avraham Avinu brought the whole world close and davened for everyone - even the people of Sodom, who were evil sinners - that they should 
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do teshuva.  The extent of his benevolent eye is inestimable and indescribable.  He asked HKB”H to find a bit of good amongst the men of Sodom – if there were only ten tzaddikim in the city, they could be the aspect of good of the wicked Sodomites, and, in their merit, the entire city would be saved.  We must learn from this that we must always look for any tiny amount of good in others and judge them favorably.  We must daven for them, advocate for them and intercede on their behalf.  This begins with our innermost circle because precisely there is where arguments, strife, anger and tensions emerge.  We must look positively upon everyone – our spouses, our children, our parents, our other relatives, our neighbors, our friends – everyone.  Patience and waiting is also a type of Akeida, sacrifice.  I want it now – but I must wait.  That is how life is.  Everything takes time.  Sometimes, a long time.  Therefore, the most precious commodity is patience.  Our worst enemy is impatience.  When we are impatient and cannot wait tranquilly, we lose our joy, we become angry, nervous – we are constantly stressed.  This is true for materialistic matters as well as spiritual.  Nothing real happens quickly.  Certainly not changes to our souls or correcting our character traits.  Inner toil takes time.  One who has patience can travel this long road with joy.  He will be happy with each step.  He lives in the present moment.  He feels the presence of HKB”H’s love at his side, continuously.  Our nature is to feel harried and rushed.  That is why so many people lose their joy and vitality in serving Hashem and it turns into burden to them.  We must learn from Avraham Avinu.  “Hashem appeared to him in the plains of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance of the tent in the heat of the day.”  If we want Hashem to appear to us – we must be prepared to sit at the entrance of the tent – we must learn to wait.  Our breaking point is usually “at the entrance of the tent” – the long wait under the burning 
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sun of the illicit desires of this world.  Entering holiness takes time.  Every Jew has an eternal place within, in holiness.  We need only stay strong and persist.  Many have already stood at the threshold of success and become broken and turned back one-step before they were to merit entering.  We are expected only to gird ourselves with patience and serenity.  When we sit at the entrance of the tent, outside, under the fire of illicit desires and negative attributes – we are completing our soul correction.  Waiting is not wasted time.  It is part of the correction.  In this time that we must wait – we build vessels and when the receptacle is complete, we will merit.  We must not abandon our desires, our yearnings – we must continue to battle the base urges, the base character traits that try to overcome us.  How?  With unlimited prayer, begging and pleading.  Everything is chaotic, bewildering – nothing is proceeding according to plan.  “Master of the World, what is going on?  Why do I deserve this?  What am I asking for already?”  After a few seconds, the person recovers and he sacrifices all of these thoughts and returns to emuna.  It is all a test whether we continue to have emuna and serve Hashem even when everything is mystifying and perplexing.  Do not become broken, do not throw up your hands, do not lose your emuna and the hope that lies in the words, “All-Powerful.” Dovid Hamelech received a life of suffering, being pursued and wandering from HKB”H – but, he never complained.  He lowered his head and said to his Creator, “If this is Your will Master of the World – do with me as You please.”  “On the third day, Avraham raised his eyes and perceived the place from afar.”3  What place did he perceive from afar?  He saw the place of the Beis Hamikdash and foresaw multitudes of Jews, the descendants of Yitzchak, sacrificing korbanos.  How could that be?  Behold, he was leading his son Yitzchak to slaughter?!  Avraham Avinu did not become confused.  He 
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continued to have emuna that the Beis Hamikdash would stand in that holy place at the very moment that he sent his hand forth to slaughter his son.  He forewent his own comprehension and he proceeded ahead.  He did not second-guess Hashem’s ways.  He had emuna that HKB”H would fulfill His promise when he told him to look to the heavens and know that his descendants would be as innumerable as the stars.  Hashem is able to do two diametrically opposites at the same time.  When we forego our own intellect and strengthen our emuna, we generally see salvations.  A person’s main battle is the battle against sadness.  We are forbidden to allow sadness to overcome us.  We must slaughter it and transform it into joy.  There are a million reasons to be sad.  So much happens to each person, physically and spiritually.  The body’s nature is drawn to depression.  That is our nature – from our origin in the dust.  However, with joy, we can set everything right and overcome everything.  All of the wars in the world can be healed if only we were happy.  If a person sings and hums – he sweetens everything.  A person begins to dance, he lifts his legs and slowly the joy spreads throughout his body.  His body is lighter because he can nullify the sins with dance.  Joy, vitality, agility and excitement were the tools that Avraham used to fulfill his mission in HKB”H’s world.  Is it comprehensible that a hundred year old man, who had just days earlier circumcised himself, in the most difficult moments of his recovery, leapt from his seat and joyously and enthusiastically ran to three travelers who appeared to be Arabs – so that they might agree to be his guests?!  He ran – nimbly and ecstatically because for one who looks at his true purpose, when an opportunity to go to shul or to do some mitzvah presents itself – he runs with tremendous delight and dexterity because only 
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  Help me choose good things.  Help me see that the only good is to serve You, Father.  That is the only good for me.  Everything else is illusion and falsehood.  Help me recognize that when I serve You, it is good for my soul.  What more do I need than what is good for my soul?  Nothing!  True, I need all kinds of things in my life – but the most important is what is good for my soul.  When my soul is good – nothing is lacking.  When my soul is not good – whatever I have does not help me feel good.  Nothing consoles me.  Nothing encourages me.  Nothing heals me.  Only my bond with You, Father.  Master of the World!  Help me not to stand out – anywhere, anytime, in any situation.  People should not notice me – not when I enter, nor when I exit.  Everything I do, should be done quietly.  Help me focus on what I do and not how others look at me or what they think of me.  Help me not see anything in front of my eyes, except You, Father.  Except when someone needs me – then, I must abandon everything and dedicate myself to whoever needs me for as long as they need me.  And it should all be for Your honor, Father – for Heaven’s sake.  Help me not think that I am better than others, more important than others, more special than others are.  Help me not be hurt by the way others treat me, do not smile at me, ignore me.  Help me, Father, not to say what does not need to be said – not to hear what is forbidden.  Help me be engrossed in my devotions and stand out less.  

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9        ז   תשע" י"ח מר חשון     – November 19, 2016 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 
 
 

that is his vitality and eternal hope.  Aside from this – it is all emptiness.4  Another one of Avraham Avinu’s characteristics was his boundless generosity.  He had a fierce desire to do chesed, to take in guests, to help others.  Yiddishkeit says that a person’s money is not his own – it is a deposit that Hashem has entrusted him with.  One of the ways in which the Creator of the World provides for His creations is by giving certain people extra money, so that they will support those who lack.  Tzedaka comes from the word for just (צדק).  When a person gives tzedaka, he is not doing a favor – he is doing justice by giving what was deposited with him to the person who it was intended for.  He recognizes that the money was given to him so that he would perform mitzvos and good deeds with it – and that is 
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what he does.  That is justice.  When HKB”H sees that a Jew conducts himself properly with the money entrusted to him – He gives him more and more from His expansive hand.  When a Jew gives charity, he thereby –breaks his illicit desire for money – a very challenging urge in our generation.  He is literally sacrificing.  And at that moment, he receives tremendous joy.  There is nothing that gladdens the soul like the feeling of our money going to good places - that good deeds are being done with it.  The most challenging Akeida is that of the stingy eye – to turn it into a benevolent eye.  A benevolent eye is one that sees something good in every person.  There is no such thing as being unable to find something good in another, even in the worst degenerate. 


