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TAKE THE TORAH HOME 

 Moshe Rabeinu in repeating the story of Matan Torah to the masses, relates how Hakadosh 

Boruch Hu ordered the Bnei Yisroel to return to their tents and that Moshe alone, should remain with 

Hakadosh Boruch Hu. While this is in fact what happened, we must wonder why it is mentioned here in 

the recounting of matan Torah at Har Sinai. After all, every other piece of the story is repeated to relay a 

message of mussar to the Bnei Yisroel.  On the surface, this seems to be just a detail of the historical 

account. 

 Indeed, explains HaRav Eliyahu Meir Bloch zt”l that this posuk is quite significant, and its message 

is actually meant to serve as the foundations of a Torah lifestyle:  As a prerequisite to receiving the Torah, 

the entire people had to purify themselves by first ceasing from having physical contact with their wives.  

Moshe himself continued this mode of conduct by actually divorcing Tziporah, and he somewhat thought 

that the rest of the nation would follow suite. Not that Moshe actually believed that the entire nation would 

end their marriages, but he couldn’t imagine that they would go straight from Har Sinai to their regular 

family lives.  He imagined that at least some of them would, and the others would at least take their time 

before going back to business as usual. 

 Hakadosh Boruch Hu, however, understood otherwise.  The avodah of k’lal Yisroel is to go from 

Har Sinai straight back to their families.  From the beis medrash, straight back to the supper table.  Yes, 

we learn and grow, but we must take our spiritual growth and implement in the mundane and physical 

aspects of our lives, and so without delay, Hakadosh Boruch actually ordered the entire Jewish people to 

go back to their tents and family lives.  Then, Moshe understood and was now relaying this message to 

k’lal Yisroel. The challenge is to integrate the beis hamedrash into our everyday lives. If we are successful 

in doing so, we can transform  our homes into a ‘mikdash me’at’, where we elevate the material and the 

physical into service of Hakadosh Boruch Hu. 

 This is an important lesson during the summer vacation season, and as we break from our regular 

routines of yeshivos, chavrusos, etc, we should bear in mind that with the right approach, we can 

transform our vacations from a break into spiritual fulfillment as well. 

ז“ ת ש ע         ו א ת ח נ ן       פ ר ש ת  



 

 

 

CLEAN UP FOR KRIAS SHEMA 

 One may not recite krias shema or berachos in the presence of human waste even if there is no foul odor emanating from it. Excrement 

of animals is not included in this prohibition unless it is deemed foul such as the waste of dogs or pigs that have been added to leathers to help 

process them The Talmud Yerushalmi expands this to include the waste of a donkey that has just travelled a long distance, the excrement of 

cats, and a rotting carcass. According to the Yerushalmi, one must distance himself from the waste of fowl, but qualifies that this only applies to 

those that are ‘adumim’ (red). The rishonim disagree in the definition of ‘adumim’:   According to the Rabeinu Yonah and Raavad, the waste 

of fowl is only included in the prohibition if it is red, a sign that it is rotten. The Rashba however, understands that the Yerushalmi means to 

include the waste of red fowl, regardless of the color of the excrement itself. Others (Tashbatz, Agudah) explain that ‘adumim’ refers to fowl 

that come from the land of ‘Edom’. Because their diet consists of barley, their waste is like that of humans. Although the Shulchan Aruch 

follows the opinion of the Rabeinu Yonah, the Mishna Berura cautions talmidei chachamim from keeping red birds like turkeys in the house; 

since their waste has a fowl odor, it would be prohibited to even think Torah thoughts. However, some authorities write that this leniency only 

applies to the waste of animals that do not eat grains (i.e. wheat, barley, etc.).. However, the halacha is to be lenient, save for individuals who 

wish to act stringently in this matter. It is worth noting that the Shulchan Aruch HaRav writes that a person should try to daven in a place that is 

completely clean. 

 A beraisa (Berachos 25a) lists the excrement of fowl among those which one must distance themselves from when reciting krias 

shema. Although Rava rejects the beraisa’s list, the rishonim explain that this is only with regards to the waste of dogs and pigs (unless used to 

treat leathers). The waste of fowl, however, is in fact forbidden. Tosfos, however qualifies that this is only true of a chicken coup because it 

gives off a foul odor due the high concentration of waste found within. The Chayei Adam extends this to include a barn. See however Biur 

Halacha who disagrees, offering support from the gemara. In practice however, the Mishna Berura sides with the Chayei Adam since (at lease 

in his times) a barn is likely to contain human waste as well. 

 Although reciting berachos in the presence of the waste of a pig is only problematic if mixed with hides, the pig itself - or more 

accurately its face - is considered “walking excrement”. Since it constantly sniffs human waste, it is like a bedpan that has the status of tzoah 

even once washed out. (Berachos 25a) 

 The gemara (Berachos 25b) implies that although adding a revi’is (small measure) of water to urine is sufficient to nullify it, pouring 

water into a bedpan does not help. Although the Rosh and Rashba understand this to be so by virtue of the vessel’s designation for such, the 

Beis Yosef explains that the difference is practical; since the water does not mix with the walls of the vessel, it cannot neutralize its status. See 

also Rabeinu Yonah who understands that one can only nullify a rabbinic prohibition of urine, and not that of a designated vessel which is 

forbidden by the Torah. 

 The rishonim however qualify that this is only true of an earthenware, or wood vessel (although the Rasha rules leniently regards 

wooden vessels as well), since urine is immediately absorbed deep into its walls. [The status of bedpans made of china or porcelin is 

discussed by the poskim. See Biur Halacha who rules stringently on the matter (since anyway, the Pri Chadash rules stringently with regards to 

glass containers). One may, however recite berachos in the presence of a metal or glass bedpan that has been cleaned well. Contemporary 

poskim debate the status of bedpans made of plastic. See however Pri Megadim and Minchas Yitzchak who maintain that a vessel that is 

clearly designed for these purposes (i.e. is not just a bowl or bottle that has been designated as such, but formed in a way that its purpose is 

obvious to all), becomes prohibited after its first use, even if made of glass or metal and is subsequently washed out.  
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