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Rosh Hashana 

Feeling Hashem’s Presence

“Rebbe, I am going to Turkey on 

business” said a wealthy man to the Beis 

Yisrael of Ger, “I would like a beracha for 

success.” The great Chassidic Master gave 

his blessings and continued with a 

peculiar request, “I heard that in Turkey 

they make top quality wallets. While you 

are there, can you please purchase one for 

me?” Always happy to please his Rebbe 

the man graciously agreed. 

As the story goes, during the duration of 

his trip he was so involved in his dealings 

that he completely forgot about the Rebbe 

and his request. Only once he arrived in 

Ben Gurion did he recall his spiritual 

leader’s wish. He made a detour to Tel 

Aviv and was able to track down a 

Turkish wallet at a local store. Eagerly, he 

brought the gift to the Rebbe. “Did you 

purchase this in Turkey?” asked the 

Rebbe. The man replied, “Actually, I 

bought it in Tel Aviv. But don’t worry; it 

is the same product that the Rebbe 

desires.” 

The Rebbe turned to his follower with a 

sigh and said, “Do you think I need the 

wallet? It was merely a ploy. I didn’t want 

you to get lost in the world of commerce. I 

wanted you to remember me and all I 

stand for while you were abroad. The 

purpose of my request was to keep me in 

your memory. Purchasing a wallet in Tel 

Aviv is missing the point.” 

Hashem asks us to do many things; in 

actuality what he wants is not the ‘wallet’; 

it is that we remember Him and bring Him 

into our lives. Unfortunately, often we get 

caught up in the technicalities and we miss 

the point.  

The first of the אנכי ה' ,עשרת הדברות 

encompasses the entire Torah, for the 

purpose of mitzvohs is to build a 

connection to Hashem and to hone a keen 

awareness of Hashem’s existence. 

Physically we are limited to our six 

senses. Hashem is not something that we 

can see, hear, smell, touch or taste. 

Thusly, to perceive Hashem seems to be 

impossible. Yet it is achievable. Hashem 

has bestowed us with a sixth sense where 

we can feel His presence. By living a 

more elevated life and by focusing the 

thoughts of our hearts on Hashem, we can 

feel His closeness.  

Anyone who had the privilege to bask in 

the presence of a tzadik can attest that 

there is something special about them. We 

always repeat stories of tzadikim and 

attempt to follow in their ways. We know 
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that they are not ordinary people. What is 

the superiority of a tzadik? Is it their 

Torah knowledge? Is it their special heart? 

Maybe it’s their selflessness?  

In essence all of the above are mere 

outgrowth of an underlying attribute. 

What is this secret to which the Gr”a says 

 רמ"א It is what the ?"וזהו כל מעלת הצדיקים"

writes in the first סעיף of Shulchan Aruch; 

 We must perceive .שויתי ה' לנגדי תמיד

Hashem’s presence before us constantly. 

This is the secret ingredient that makes 

someone into a tzadik. Their beautiful 

ways are merely an outgrowth of this 

attribute. 

One of the נשיאים was named  אליסף בן

 Yet there is a discrepancy; in some .דעואל

places the Torah reports his father as 

being רעואל. What was his father’s name? 

The Ramban says that both names are 

interchangeable because they both infer 

the same concept. דעואל means knowing 

Hashem and being intimately close to 

Him. רעואל is short for   לקל רעיון לבושם , 

‘to focus the thoughts of the heart on 

Hashem’. 

What does it mean that both are the same 

concept? The Torah is revealing to us how 

to Know and connect to Hashem; we have 

to focus the thoughts of our hearts on 

Him. 

The entire year it is hard for most of us to 

tune into our sixth sense. On Rosh 

Hashanah the sense is stronger and easier 

for us to feel.  

I would like to conclude with the 

following powerful story. “My 

grandfather, R’ Avigdor Miller” relates R’ 

Yisrael Brog, “was accustomed to have 

extremely brief conversations. Most 

dialogues did not last more than three or 

four minutes. I one time asked him, 

‘Zeida, why do you keep your 

conversations so short?’ He replied, ‘It is 

because I am not such a big tzadik. The 

tzadikim of yesteryear had the ability to 

conduct lengthy conversations while at the 

same time keeping their focus on Hashem. 

I can’t do that. If I converse for longer 

than four minutes I will lose focus of 

Hashem’s presence.’” 

 

Sweeten the Good 

On Rosh Hashanah we dip an apple in 

honey to symbolize that we should have a 

good sweet year. Why dip an apple? Why 

not eat a spoonful of honey straight? 

There is an important perspective in life 

that we can glean from this. An apple is 

not always the sweetest; but it is good for 

us. We are telling Hashem that we 

primarily want what is good, even if it is 

at times a bit tart. But we ask Hashem to 

do us a favor and dip it in honey; take 

what is good for us and sweeten it. 


