
 פרשת משפטים
Acquiring a Master

We are all familiar with the פרשה of עבד עברי. He is sold for various reasons and 
is released after six years of servitude. If he chooses to remain enslaved claiming that 
he likes his master and all the benefits provided, he is taken to בית דין. They verify his 
desire and then bore a hole in his right ear while standing by the door post. Rashi 
forwards 2 reasons from the גמרא why בית דין bores the ear: 
1. The slave didn't listen to the prohibition of stealing. 
2. The slave didn't listen to Hashem saying that the Yidden are enslaved to Him and not 
to other masters. 

There are many apparent questions that begs to be asked.  
1. If we bore the ear for not listening, why are we doing it now? We should have done it 
right when he's being sold, not when he wants to extend his slavery. 
2. Punishment is usually given to rectify a current situation and not for the sake of 
inflicting pain. Here it seems, that we're punishing him because of the past. Boring a 
hole doesn't rectify anything; he's still staying enslaved.
3. The wording of the תורה is ועבדו לעולם. Why does the תורה use words that can be 
interpreted wrongly? It should have stated ועבדו ליובל. 
4. Why does the תורה need to state the reason why the עבד עברי wants to extend his 
slavery?
5. Why do we bore his ear by the door post? What's the significance of the post. 

To properly understand the פרשה of עבד עברי we need better understand the 
mindset of the slave. Why would a person, in his right mind, want to be a slave? 
Throughout history we see that slaves tried freeing themselves from slavery. Wars were 
fought for and against slavery. Slaves were always trying to escape, when given the 
right opportunity. So what happened to our עבד עברי? Are we talking about an emotional 
abused personality? This can't be for many reasons, one of which is, that we wouldn't 
bore a hole; we would send him for therapy instead. 



The גמרא states that someone who buys a עבד עברי buys himself a master. The 
slave gets preferential treatment. The master has to provide him with all essentials 
needed, can't overwork him, and has to treat him with respect. The master even has to 
provide for the slave's wife and children. In short, the slave is the recipient of all 
government benefits. 

We now understand very well why the slave doesn't want to leave. Everything is 
taken care of for him. In a deeper sense, the slave doesn't need to rely on Hashem for 
his sustenance. He bought himself a new master. 

There are people who work at jobs that makes them feel as if they're slaves, yet 
they don't forget that Hashem is the one who sent him there for reasons unknown to us. 
This belief is what carries the person and gives him the strength to do Hashem's will. 
Many jobs have very good benefits but the person still believes that it's Hashem that 
placed him there and is the one who ultimately provides. A person sometimes has a 
choice of jobs to either work as an employee or as an independent contractor. The 
person is usually drawn to the W2 income as that is more stable and guaranteed. The 
person shouldn't fear unsteady income as it's Hashem who provides. A person needs to 
ask his Rav what is right for him but he has to believe that it's Hashem who provides 
and not his boss. 

We understand that the slave was sold due to stealing or sold himself so that he 
can provide for his family. The first time around is something that Hashem made happen 
and the slave needs to believe that. Hashem makes everything happen but the second 
time around is more obvious that the עבד עברי is using his בחירה in a wrong way. Now 
that the slave wants to stay he is demonstrating that he has a new master who provides 
for him and that master is not Hashem. We see this from the wording of the תורה; he 
likes his master, his wife, and he doesn't want to go free. He doesn't want to have the 
freedom, the opportunity of בחירה. 

All questions are now answered. We bore a whole in his ear; the word for ear is 
 represents Hashem for he is one. The rest of א the ;א-זן If we split the word we get .אזן
the word means sustains. The hole represents something missing. The עבד עברי is 
lacking the knowledge that it's אחד זן; Hashem is the one who sustains and not his 
master. He can very well stay enslaved now, he knows that even when he's enslaved 
Hashem is sustaining him. The boring of the hole rectifies a current situation. This is 



also why the תורה tells us ועבדו לעולם: the עולם is the בורא עולם. Hashem is telling us that 
the slave will now serve his true master. He will believe that Hashem is the one who 
sustains him. 

The door post of a house has the מזוזה on it. In the מזוזה is written that Hashem is the 
one who sustains us. He is the one who provides all our needs. The door post is also a 
physical barrier to the outside; the outside world. A Jewish home gives a person the 
strength to believe that just like he's surrounded by physical walls he's also surrounded 
by metaphysical walls of Hashem. Hashem's walls are built by אמונה. When the person 
believes that Hashem sustains him he supports the metaphysical walls that protect him. 
This is why the slave is put up against the door post; it reinforces the message that 
Hashem is the one who sustains us. The slave also needs to understand that he needs 
to be within the walls  of his own house, within the walls of אמונה. 


