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Consider this impressive resume. Spiritual advisor, CEO, physician, psychologist, engineer, accountant, 
interior decorator, financial management, sanitary engineer, caseworker, technician, chef, dry cleaner, 
nurse, social worker, broker, judge, nutritionist, warehouse manager, head of food purchasing and 
distribution, floor polisher, pastoral counselor, program director, secretary, (no more room on page) 
Where can one find such an extraordinary person? 

The Gemara teaches “Our Fathers were redeemed from Mitzrayim as a reward to righteous women” 
(Sotah 11b).  

The Midrash presents the account of Miriam trying to convince her parents to remarry.  Amram and 
Yocheved opined that bringing children into such a world of danger and helplessness was futile. Miriam 
advanced the argument that Pharaoh decreed to kill Jewish males, yet her parents were fundamentally 
preventing the existence of both males and females. As a result, Amram and Yocheved heeded her 
advice and the redeemer of B’nei Yisrael was born. (Shemos Rabbah 1:18) 

Furthermore, Rashi(38:8) revealed the self-sacrifice of Jewish wives and mothers in ignoring their own 
emotional needs and afflictions, to encourage and comfort their husbands so that there would be a 
continuity of the Jewish people.  

Just as the mothers of Mitzrayim, mothers of today invest incredible mesiras nefesh on behalf of their 
offspring.  Armed with astounding patience, they labor continuously over the mundane and repetitive 
care necessary to rear infants and toddlers. However, to them this is considered a zechus and 
performance of a holy mission. Throughout the early and teenage years Mom understands and invests 
endless time and devotion in helping to resolve issues that her children encounter whether of a spiritual, 
emotional or social nature.(Even though, they often don’t seem to appreciate it.) 

Ima makes her roles appear easy.  She does numerous chores simultaneously,  accomplishing juggling 
acts in an extraordinary fashion.  She worries that lunch and supper are prepared on time for her 
children. If Ima is at home, she greets them on their arrival from school. If she also works, she takes 
responsibility that her offspring’s needs are taken care of. Doctors’ appointments, taking care of bruises 
and getting them off to school in the morning are part of the endless agenda. At least once a week, 
bared closets and drawers “automatically “become replenished with food and clothing.  Both the mon 
and Mom are min Hashamayim. Actions are done “behind the scenes” with praiseworthy tznius. I 
remember the few times I took on the role of “Ima.”  By the end of the day, I was practically 
hyperventilating.            

 I would suggest that the shortest span of time begins as the child enters the door to when he cries out 
“Where’s Mom?” She is the main emotional support system for her children, providing the major thrust 
of love and caring, especially at younger ages. Even doctors admit that “mother knows her child best.” 

It is clear to whom the resume above refers.  May the Al-mighty grant every Jewish mother the sechar 
that she deserves and continue to endow her with the unique talents necessary for the holy continuity 
of Klal Yisroel. 


