
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ת כי תצאפרש  – YOU JUST TRY 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

א־ִתְרֶאה֩ יֹו   א֤וֹ  ָאִחִ֜יָך ֶאת־שֹׁ֨ור לֹֽ ִחִ֔ים ֶאת־שֵׂ ֶהֶ֑ם ְוִהְתַעַלְמתָּ   ִנדָּ ֵׁ֥ב מֵׂ שֵׂ יָך ְתִשיבֵׂ ם הָּ )יז' טו'(: ְלָאִחֹֽ  
 

 

We learn the Mitzvah of Hashovas Aveida from this Possuk. Simply understood, it is a 
Mitzvah to return lost articles to their owners. But the Ohr Hachaim learns a deeper 
meaning to this Mitzvah. He explains the Possuk as follows: 

 .this doesn’t just mean animals. This means Yidden who are wondering like animals - שור
They are lost.  אחיך - Hakodosh Boruch Hu. These are Yidden who have drifted away from 
Hashem. נדחים - They have done Averois. השב תשיבם- Don’t ignore them; bring them back to 
Hashem. 

The Ohr Hachaim adds, why does the Possuk repeat the instruction of השב in a double 
expression - השב תשיבם? 

To teach us that we just have to do והשב - to try and bring them close. Then תשיבם - they 
will return on their own. Meaning, one should not become discouraged from his efforts to 
reach out. We just have to try and do our bit; the rest will happen without us. 

Rav Fishel Shachter related the following story in connection with this Ohr Hachaim. 

A Yid once came crying to the Imrey Emes, “Please Rebbe help me!” The Yid explained that 
he had always enjoyed a big contract with a certain factory in Austria and this was his main 
source of Parnasah. But recently, the company had cancelled their contract with him and 
now he was really stuck. The Rebbe felt bad for the poor Yid but he wondered what he 
could do to help him.  

“Rebbe, you’re going to Marienbad for your summer break soon,” the Yid explained. “Please 
can you find this Austrian factory owner and convince him to give me back my contract?” 

The Imrei Emes thought for a moment and then shared his thoughts with his brother in law 
(a Choshuve Rebbe in his own right) who was also present. “What chance is there that this is 
going to work?” he began. “Why on earth should a random Austrian factory owner be 
interested in what we have to say?” 

“But the Torah says, והשב. Our job is just to try and help this Yid recover his financial loss. 
Hashem will decide if תשיבם; if we are going to manage to or not.” 

With that, the two brothers in law set off to Marienbad and soon found the factory. They 
walked inside, dressed in their usual garb as Polish Rebbes. When they entered, the owner, 
a posh Austrian Jew looked up with annoyance at their entry. “Huh? What do you want?” 

The politely introduced themselves - “We came in on behalf of this person you stopped 
ordering from to ask you to reconsider his contract.” 

“I don’t even know who you are?” the owner reacted. “Who are you?” 

The Imrei Emmes replied, “They call me the Gerrer Rebbe. And this is my brother in law. We 
happen to also be Mechutonim!” 

When he heard that, the Austrian Jew jumped up and called his partner over. “These two 
are brothers in law and also Mechutonim!” he told him excitedly. 

The background to this strange scenario was that these two business partners were in fact 
also brothers in law. Their children had wanted to get married to each other but their 
parents were concerned that if they became Mechutonim, it might cause their business 
relationship to go sour and their business would collapse. This concern caused to them to 
fight such a lot that they had just decided to break up their partnership because of it. 
Recently, they had been sorting out their business and had to cancel some of their 
contracts. One of them was that Yid from Poland. 

When the partners saw these two Rebbe’s as brothers in law and also Mechutonim and yet 
they were at peace with each other; this made them realise that they had nothing to worry 
about. So the Shidduch could go through and the business could resume after all! 

And yes, the Yid from Poland got his contract back! 

You just have to do והשב. Hashem will do the תשיבם.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


