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         RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS VAYEILACH "זתשע  

BEING STRONG IN THE FACE OF THE HURRICANE 

Moshe Rabbeinu encourages Yehoshua in his new position as leader of Am Yisrael with the 

words חזק ואמץ twice (Devarim 31,7,23). How should we translate the word  חזק to be strong? 

Strong in which fashion? Strong with courage, strong willed, strong in battle? I would like to 

suggest a new interpretation that the word חזק means to be consistent as we shall soon explain. 

The Ohr Hameir explains the passuk (Tehillim 103,20) בורי כח עושי דברוג . Koheles writes that 

there are 28 different time periods in a person’s life עץ לבכות עת לרקוד etc. The title of גבור is 

awarded to the individual who can experience all 28 vicissitudes and changes in life, the 

gematriah of כח, and still remain עושי דברו preserving and fulfilling the words of Hashem. In 

other words he retains his consistency even when difficult challenges are brought upon him. 

When the Torah describes Noach it gives him the title of תמים which literally means whole. 

Chazal see in this word, that Noach was not a teraifa. A teraifa is a human or animal that would 

not live out twelve months because he possesses a puncture or a malfunction in a major organ. 

This malfunction will be affected to one’s detriment by one of the six seasons. As the Torah cites 

after the Mabul of Noach (Bereishis 8,22) זרע קציר קור חום קיץ חורף  seedtime and harvest, cold 

and heat, summer and winter. Since the Torah testifies of Noach that he was a תמים, the Chazal 

learn that he was not a Teraifa. This status of teraifa also has its interpretation in the spiritual 

realm. Noach’s temimus demonstrated that he was not affected by his generation who were 

decadent of all sorts. He remained the Tzaddik that he was, and consistently walked with 

Hashem. Cultural and societal pressures did not influence his allegiance to Hashem. Noach was 

in the words of the Ohr Hameir a Gibbur Koach, not a seasonal servant of Hashem or field 

dependent. He had no spiritual vacations that put Hashem on “hold”. He was in our vernacular 

“24/7” alive and not a teraifa  on death row.  

With the above explanation we can understand the episode of Yosef sending his father wagons 

to bring him down to Mitzrayim (Bereishis 45,27) and the reaction of Yaakov when he saw them 

and became alive with renewed spirit. What message did Yaakov see in these wagons that 

rejuvenated him? The Chazal say that these wagons corresponded to the six wagons that the 

Neseeim donated to the Mishkan to carry the parts of the Mishkan when Yisrael travelled 

through the desert. The Baal Haturim writes that the six wagons paralleled the six weather 

conditions and seasons mentioned by Noach. The message? In order to build a dwelling place 

for Hashem within oneself, one must be consistent with his spirituality and his relationship with 

Hashem. Avodas Hashem is not contingent on “whether” one is in the mood or if it is convenient 

and comfortable.  

Yaakov saw through ruach hakodesh that Yosef will be tested to the point that would surely 

bring him to a state of a spiritual teraifa (Bereishis 37,33 Rashi) inconsistent of his lofty 

madraigah. When Yaakov saw the wagons that represented the wagons of the Neseeim, and the 

six seasons, they were a testimony to Yosef’s unflinching steadfastness to his levels of 
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righteousness and deveikus with Hashem even amidst the dark immorality of Mitzrayim. Yaakov 

was joyously relieved that Baruch Hashem Yosef remained חזק in his spirituality. He stayed 

above outside influences and remained in the same stature as the Yosef Hatzadik that he knew 

at the tender age of seventeen. 

We are now ready to understand the depth of the word  חזק which was repeated to Yehoshuah. 

The acronym of the word spells out the six seasons חורף חום זרע קור קיץ קציר. The strength we 

wish upon the person whom we bentch with the word  חזק is that his spiritual climb should 

possess consistency and show no signs of teraiifa. Sure there are challenges and hurdles, 

detours and slowing down on the way but the climb must go on if one truly desires the 

Shechinah to come into his life and play a major role. 

 

 We can translate this passuk to omean that if we will .(Devarim 18,13) תמים תהיה, עם ה' אלקיך

be תמים and not a teraifa who becomes affected from outside influences, then we are 

identifying with Hashem. The passuk says אני ה' לא שניתי I Hashem have not changed (Malachi 

3,6). Hashem is constant and consistent, He was, He is, and He will be, past present and future 

all at one instant. We who are obligated to emulate His middos must also strive to model 

ourselves after this middah of consistency as much as is humanly possible.  

One doesn’t have to look further than the recent hurricanes of Harvey and Irma. For some 

people the sudden weather change revealed the Teraifa characteristic that already lay in their 

natures. Even in the middle of the hurricane they took advantage of the helpless situation with 

the absence of any police protection which freed them from any repercussions of their evil 

actions. Yes these teraifas were not helpless for they helped themselves by looting, stealing, 

breaking into properties of the forced evacuated stores and homes. Stores were found to charge 

exorbitant off the chart gouging prices for basic survival necessities such as water and gas, 

profiting off the misfortunate. 

Yet in contrast, the emergency crisis brought out the best and the nobility in others, those who 

always remain consistent in their conduct of righteousness, irrespective of their present 

environment of corruptness and moral decline. They are never affected by the weather, season, 

times, or herd mentality, and they never cease performing selfless acts of chesed even under the 

most severe and threatening conditions as we have witnessed and heard accounts in the 

Concentration Camps. ומי כעמך ישראל. Once again Am Yisrael immediately rose to help the 

unfortunate in any way they could, through tefillos, manpower, funds, food, medical supplies 

and personnel, sheltering the displaced etc. They were mekadaish shem shamayim in this doggy 

dog world of self centeredness. May this added zechus help us to be blessed with a kesivah 

vechasimah tova and the hastening of the coming of Moshiach. 

Gut Shabbos and a Gut Yor 

Rav Brazil 
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