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1) Although we can fulfill the Mitzva of lighting 
Chanuka candles with one person lighting for all, we 
nevertheless perform it מהדרין מן המהדרין

1 - everyone lights 
a new candle each night.2  Why is this done only with 
Chanuka?   

2) The Pnei Yehoshua3 (1681-1756) asks: following 
the principle of בוריהותרה בצ האטומ האטומ - ; impurity is 
permitted in regard to the community (the Torah sets 
aside the האטומ  restrictions),4 it is permitted for the Jews 
to light even if the oil was טמא. So why was this miracle 
necessary? 

3) The Kedushas Levi5 wonders why is it that by 
Chanuka we celebrate the miracle through the object 
itself- candles? We don’t find this in other places. For 
instance, by Purim Haman was hung on the same piece of 
wood as he planned for Mordechai. Yet we don’t 
commemorate Purim with wood? Another example is the 
7th day of Pesach when the splitting of the sea occurred 
as we don’t celebrate with water- the object of the 
miracle?    

4) We know that Succos corresponds to the  ענני
כבוד

6 ; clouds of glory. The Mabit7 (1500-1580) asks why is 
there only a Yom Tov for the ענני כבוד and not for the מן or 
the באר; well of water, as these were also in the מדבר at 
that time?   
 

 We have that which is expected of us and that 
which above our expectations. It is expected that a 
mother provides shelter for her child.  However, when 

                                                           
1 Shabbos 21b. The Kaf Hachaim (676:8) writes that there are 
Malachim that come to one’s house because of the Mitzva of 
 .הדלקת נרות
2 Rambam, Hilchos Chanuka, 4:1 
3 Shabbos 21b, s.v. מאי חנוכה. This Sefer came to be when there 
was a terrible catastrophe in the town of R’ Yaakov Yehoshua 
Falk, the author of the פני יהושע, who was then 22 years old. A 
fire ignited a barrel of gun fire which caused a tremendous 
explosion killing 36 people including the פני יהושע's wife and 
daughter. He himself was caught in the wreckage and made a 
promise to learn the depths of Torah day and night if he 
managed to survive. Survive he did and shortly thereafter he 
began writing his famed work. The Kotzker Rebbe testified that 
the פני יהושע finished Shas 36 times before he began writing his 
Sefer. He was named after his illustrious grandfather who 
authored ת פני יהושע"שו  and the מגיני שלמה which defended Rashi 
from the attacks of Tosafos. The פני יהושע (on Shas) named his 
Sefer with this title as an extension of his grandfather, author of 

ת פני יהושע"שו .  
4 Pesachim 80a. See Shabbos 83a 
5 Chanuka, Kedusha Chamishis, s.v. יש 
6 Vayikra 23:43, Rashi. Succa 11b 
7 Beis Elokim, Shaar Hayesodos, chapter 37, s.v. וראוי. At the age 
18, the Mabit moved to Tzfas and studied under R’ Yaakov 
Beirav. In 1525, he was appointed as a judge in the local Beis Din, 
a position he held for 54 years. After the passing of R’ Yosef 
Karo, the Mabit served as the sole head of the Tzfas Beis Din for 
five years.  

she buys ice cream and adds the sprinkles her child 
enjoys, that is above what is expected. This demonstrates 
the mother's love for the child.8 It is the unnecessary 
details that are done that show love.  
  

 With this we can answer our questions. In the 
desert, the באר and the מן were necessities since we can’t 
live without food or drink. The ענני כבוד however, was an 
unnecessary detail. This showed Hashem’s love for us. 
For this reason, we have a Yom Tov- Succos- only for the 
  .ענני כבוד
 

In the episode of Yosef being sold, the Pasuk 
highlights that the ישמעאלים were carrying spices that 
didn’t smell bad.9 This was to show that Hashem was with 
Yosef although he was going through a tough time. That 
is- although it was decreed that Yosef be sold, this detail 
of the spices wasn’t necessary- demonstrating Hashem 
was with him. In our life as well, many times we go 
through suffering. However if we are attentive, we can 
feel Hashem along the way in the varying details.    

   

Being that it was unnecessary for us to find oil 
that was pure on Chanuka since the impure oil was 
acceptable, it shows our love. The miracle Hashem 
performed for us on Chanuka displayed His love for us 
since it was unnecessary.10 So how do we reciprocate?  
We light  המהדריןמהדרין מן  as this is going beyond the call of 
duty since it is extra.  This also explains why we use the נר 
itself to celebrate in contrast to other holidays. We 
should all merit to go beyond our call of duty in our 
service for Hashem.    
************************************************   
           Don’t think 

The יסוד ושרש העבודה teaches that the main Yetzer 
Hara is to get one to despair after the sin. In fact, the 
word הריעב  is rooted in עבר; past, since after one sins the 
evil inclination gets one to think of his past sins causing 
him to despair.11 In this light we can grasp12  הרהורי עבירה

 thoughts of sin are worse than the sin itself, as ;קשו מעבירה
thinking about one’s sin can bring him to despair. 

 

We need live with the dictum ךאל תהי רשע בפני עצמ ; 
do not judge yourself to be a wicked person.13 In this light 
we can explain Rashi14 who says in regard to the פרה אדומה 
that the Satan and the nations of the world will say what 

                                                           
8 This helps us understand why Halacha is so detail oriented- the 
way to tie our shoes, time for קריאת שמע and so forth- as it shows 
our love for Hashem.  
9 Breishis 37:25. Tangentially, the Shela (Vayeshev) writes that 
which is created through Sefer Yetzira doesn’t require שחיטה and 
 This explains why Yosef told his father that his brothers .ניקור
ate from מן החי אבר ; a limb detached from a living animal, as he 
surely wasn’t lying and the brothers were not suspected of this. 
10 The Gemara (Shabbos 21b) says that on Chanuka it is not 
permitted to eulogize- לא למספד בהון. A deeper meaning is that 
we should take advantage of Chanuka as one shouldn’t lament 
that he wasted the precious time of Chanuka. 
11 It has been pointed out that עבירה sounds similar to the English 
word over, as the Yetzer Hara gets one to think of his past sins 
thinking that it is all over, so give up.   
12 Yoma 29a 
13 Avos 2:18 
14 Bamidbar 19:2 
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is the reason for this Mitzva. So this is a חוק; statute that 
you shouldn’t question. A deeper meaning is that the 
Satan and the nations of the world want us to think about 
the עגל- as the פרה אדומה is an atonement for that- since 
we descended from the high level we were on at Har 
Sinai. This could then cause us to despair. So,  אין רשות

 we shouldn’t think about it, rather continue ;להרהר אחריה
on and improve. For this reason, we request in Maariv 
 remove the Satan from before us ;והסר שטן מלפנינו ומאחרינו
and behind us. מלפנינו refers to not being enticed to sin. 
 refers to not having despair after we sin by ומאחרינו
thinking how low we are.  

 

We need to fulfill15 ה בעודי-אזמרה לאלו ; sing to 
Hashem with what we have now. That is, we need to 
serve Hashem the best we can even with our faults and 
sins.   

 

The Pasuk states החוצהותתפשהו בבגדו... ; the wife of 
Potifar grabbed the garment of Yosef…he left his 
garment in her hand, fled and went outside.16 The Tiferes 
Uziel, a student of the Magid of Mezerich interprets בבגדו 
as in בגידה; betrayal, traitor meaning to say the evil 
inclination said to Yosef look at your past sins and how 
you have betrayed Hashem. So you may as well give into 
this temptation. This is implicit in the wording there as it 
says ים-לאלה וחטאתי – have sinned against Hashem- past 
tense,  and not ואחטא- I will sin, future tense, as this is how 
the Yetzer Hara tried to trap Yosef.17 What was Yosef’s 
reaction? ויעזב בגדו- he let go of that feeling and was 
therefore saved form sin. 
************************************************ 
     Saved by the Tzitzis 

The Noam Megadim18 (1740-1809) asks on  וינס

 is extra as it ויצא he fled and went outside, that ;ויצא החוצה
suffices to say וינס החוצה; he fled outside? 

 

In explaining the custom that a Kalla sends a 
Tallis with 32 strings to the Chosson on the day of the 
wedding, the Ohr Hameir says it is based on the Arizal 
that that this Mitzva is a Segula to save one from 
promiscuity.19 A hint to this is found in נאף אשה חסר לב

20 ; 
one who commits adultery lacks understanding, as one 
who is promiscuous is חסר לב- lacking the 32 strings of 
Tzitzis since לב has a Gematria of 32. This is demonstrated 
in the Gemara that relates a story of one who was saved 
from being together with a harlot because of the Mitzva 
of Tzitzis.21  

  

From the word ויצא, we see that Yosef was saved 
because of the Mitzva of Tzitzis as is depicted in the 

                                                           
15 Tehillim 146:2 
16 Breishis 39:12  
17 39:9 
18 Shelach. The Noam Megadim was a student of the Noam 
Elimelech, the Chozeh of Lublin as well as the Koznitzer Magid. 
The following quote is attributed to him: “even the greatest 
saint has to hide his own light to avoid the sin of pride.” 
19 Ohr Hameir, Succos  
20 Mishlei 6:32 
21 Menachos 44a 

following: וינס- Yosef fled from the sin22 through  ויצא

 the Tzitzis that one wears outside his garment23 as -החוצה
the Halacha is that one should wear his Tzitzis outward.24  

  

It comes as no surprise that יוסף has a Gematria 
of 156. This is the number we get with Tzitzis when we 
add up the winds of the strings on the four corners. Each 
corner of the Tzitzis has 39 winds- 7,8,11 and 13.25 
Multiplying 39 (winds) by 4 (corners) we come to a total 
of 156!  
************************************************ 
             Why יבמות? 

We know of the term יבום; levirate marriage.26 
What about יבמות? This term would probably be unheard 
of if we didn’t have a Mesachta in Shas by this name. Why 
is it called by this name? Wouldn’t Mesachta יבום sound 
better?  

 

R’ Elazar Rokeach27 (1665-1742) points out there 
are two stories of יבום in Tanach- Rus and Tamar. For this 
reason, it is called יבמות since they both initiated, as יבמות 
is the feminine form. יבמות is also the plural form of יבום 
since we have two instances of it in the Torah- Rus and 
Tamar.  

 

Let us break apart the word יבמות and we will see 
an allusion to those involved in these two episodes of 
 -Yehuda and Tamar, and Boaz and Rus. The letters -יבום

,תב,י - are the initials of מרת ,עזב ,הודהי . The ו is the middle 
letter of רות while the מ is the middle letter of תמר.  

 

Adding up the letters of ויב  from the word יבמות 
we come to a sum of 18- the Gematria of חי. The two 
remaining letters spell מת. This hints to- that through יבום, 
one brings back (continues) life to the deceased.28  

 

Lastly, this Mitzva helps insure the sanctity of 
ות, רועז, ב is an acronym for ברית ,Consequently .שמירת הברית

מרתהודה, י .  
 

 

                                                           
22 The Gematria of יוסף הצדיק is 365 since this is how many days 
are in a year. This alludes to that the wife of Potifar attempted 
to seduce him everyday for an entire year. Yet, Yosef withstood 
her temptations (Breishis Rabba 86:6, Eitz Yosef, s.v. שנים). 
23 It comes as no surprise that in the section of Tzitzis we have 
the Pasuk עיניכם אשר אתם זנים...ולא תתורו ; not to follow one’s heart 
and eyes after which he strays (Bamidbar 15:39). Yosef ruled in 
this area as the Midrash (Breishis Rabba 87:10) tells us the wife 
of Potifar went as far as to place an iron spit under his neck so 
that he would lift his eyes and look at her. Nevertheless he still 
didn’t look at her. This is the meaning in the Bracha that Yaakov 
gave Yosef- בן פרת עלי עין; a charming son to the eye (Breishis 
49:22), as Yosef lifted his eyes (עלי עין) to Hashem (Nesivos 
Shalom, Vayechi, s.v. בן פורת).  
24 Mishna Brura 8:25. In fact, ציצית is related to the word יוצא; 
outside since one should wear it out! 
25 Mishna Brura 11:70. Parenthetically, we know that one should 
separate his Tzitzis from each other so that it shouldn’t be 
entangled. The Arizal comments that ציצת are the initials דיקצ 

מידתיציותיו צפריד י  (Mishna Brura 8:18). 
26 Devarim 25:5  
27 Maaseh Rokeach, Mishnayos, pg 166. His great grandson was 
R’ Shalom Belzer. 
28 See Devarim 25:9 


