
Zera Shimshon
Parshas Tazria

ֵֹּהן אֹו ֶאל  (ב) ָאָדם ִכּי יְִהיֶה ְבעֹור ְבָּשׂרֹו ְשֵׂאת אֹו ַסַפַּחת אֹו ַבֶהֶרת ְוָהיָה ְבעֹור ְבָּשׂרֹו ְלנֶגַע ָצָרַעת ְוהּוָבא ֶאל ַאֲהרֹן ַהכ

ֲֹּהנִים: (ויקרא יג/ב) ַאַחד ִמָבּנָיו ַהכ

It is written in the possuk (Vayikra 13/2), "A 
man, when there will be on the skin of his 
flesh se'ais or sapachas....". On this possuk 
the Medrash (Medrash Rabah Vayikra 15/4) 
comments, "this possuk can be understood in 
light of the possuk (Mishlei 19/29), 
"Punishments are prepared (meaning, are 
"ready and waiting") for people who 
mock...". (The Medrash explains) When Bnei
Yisroel heard the dinim of Tzaraas they 
became frightened! Moshe said to them, "You
don't have to be frightened! These dinim 
were given only for the idolatrous nations of 
the world but you can eat, drink, and be 
happy. 

Zera Shimshon asks what was the difficulty 
that the Medrash had in understanding this 
possuk that they brought the possuk in 
Mishlei to answer? 

He answers that Chazal were bothered by the
fact that it is written in the possuk, "A man, 
when there will be on the skin of his flesh..." 
and not "A man, if there will be on his 
skin...". This implies that coming down with 

tzrarras is something that will surely happen 
and not something that just might happen. 
How can this be?

The Medrash therefore brought the possuk in 
Mishlei that "punishments are "ready and 
waiting" for people who mock..." to show 
that there is such a reality that punishment is 
certain.

The Medrash continues that this caused Bnei 
Yisroel to be terrified. If they will be stricken 
with tzaraas then their low spiritual level will
be apparent, they will lose their rule over the 
animals of the world, and they will become 
prey to them. 

Moshe, therefore, consoled them and told 
them that the absoluteness of being stricken 
by taraas is not referring to "nowadays" but 
is referring to the "end of days". At that time 
tzaraas will surely come but not on the 
nation that accepts Hashem's authority but on
the idolatrous nations (the nations that mock 
Hashem). Therefore there is no need for Bnei
Yisroel to be frightened. 
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ַדֵּבּר ֶאל ְבּנֵי יְִשָׂרֵאל ֵלאמֹר ִאָשּׁה ִכּי ַתזְִריַע ְויְָלָדה זָָכר ְוָטְמָאה ִשְׁבַעת יִָמים ִכּיֵמי נִַדּת ְדֹּוָתּה ִתְּטָמא (ויקרא יב/ב)

On the opening possuk of our parsha, "When
a woman conceives and gives birth to a boy 
...." the Medrash comments, "This is the 
meaning of the possuk "Afterwards and 
beforehand You formed me". R. Yochanan 
explained that if you are worthy you will 
inherit two worlds, Olam HaZeh and Olam 
Haba ... if not, you will have to give an 
account and reckoning (for your conduct)."

Zera Shimshon asks two questions. Firstly, 
what does the Medrash mean that tzaddikim 
merit two worlds? When we look around we 
see that tzaddikim often times lead lives of 
hardships (to completely cleanse them and so
that they will collect their full reward in 
Olam Haba). And, secondly, the phrase "if 
not, then you will have to give an account 
and reckoning" is not the exact converse of 
what happens when we merit. Seemingly, it 
would have been more exact if it would have 
been written, "and if not he will lose two 
worlds"!

He answers in light of Rashi's explanation of 
the Gemorro in Berochos (17A) that says, 
that when a student left the Yeshiva of R. 
Ammi- some say of R. Chanina- his fellow 
students would give him a beracha: May you
see your world in your lifetime and your 
eternal future should be in the World to 
Come... . Rashi explains, "your world: all of 
your needs should be found". Meaning, the 
students of  R. Ammi blessed each other that 

they should always have what they NEED. 
They didn't bless him to have more than that, 
in order that the extra plenty that he enjoys in
this world will not lessen the reward that 
waits from him in Olam HaBa.  (This is why 
right after they blessed their friend to have all
of his NEEDS they blessed him that he 
should merit eternal life in Olam Haba.) 

According to this, explains Zera Shimshon, 
the Medrash means to say that if we are 
worthy we will inherit both worlds; in this 
world we will merit our necessities and in the
Coming World we will merit complete 
pleasure!

Zera Shimshon continues and explains that 
according to this we can also explain why the
Medrash concludes that if one isn't worthy 
not only does he lose two worlds but "you 
will have to give an account and reckoning". 
A tzaddik takes from this world only as much
as he needs in order to serve Hashem.  On the
other hand concerning the one "who is not 
worthy", it says in Koheles (6/7) "All of the 
toiling of a person is to have pleasure, 
however he is never satiated". Therefore 
since he takes more pleasure from this world 
that he deserves not only does he lose this 
world but he also has "to give an account and
reckoning" on all that he took!

----------------------------------------3--------------------------------
ַדֵּבּר ֶאל ְבּנֵי יְִשָׂרֵאל ֵלאמֹר ִאָשּׁה ִכּי ַתזְִריַע ְויְָלָדה זָָכר ְוָטְמָאה ִשְׁבַעת יִָמים ִכּיֵמי נִַדּת ְדֹּוָתּה ִתְּטָמא (ויקרא יב/ב)

In the beginning of this week's parsha the
Medrash comments, "This is the meaning of

the Posuk (Tehilim 139/5 ) Afterwords and
beforehand Y.u formed me... Raish Lokish
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said, "ochor" (afterwords) refers to the last
day of Creation, "vekedem" (beforehand)
refers to the first day of Creation. (Raish
Lokish explains) if the person is worthy then
they say to him you were created before the
whole creation. If he is not worthy, then they
say to him that even flies and little worms
were created before you." 

In other words, Hashem didn't create Adam
on one singular day. Rather Adam's creation
was split into two; his spiritual side was
created on the first day and the physical side
of him was created on the sixth day. 

Raish Lokish teaches us that if he is worthy
then he is the most superior being in the
whole universe and he is considered to be
created in the beginning of Creation.
However, if he doesn't live up to standard
then he is considered to be the most inferior
being in the whole universe and he is
considered to be created at the end of
Creation. 

Zera Shimshon asks how can this be? If the
main part of Adam is his spiritual side then
we should considered to be created on the
first day regardless of his merits. If his main
part is his physical side, then he should be
considered to be created on the last day,
regardless of his flaws. How can our merits

change history and determine on which day
we were created? 

He answers that if one merits to do Hashem's
will then the neshama conquers, subjugates
and sanctifies his physical side to such a
degreee that the physical side also shines like
the neshama. He is considered "fully
neshama"!

On the other hand, if one does not do
Hashem's will and he doesn't merit then our
physical side conquers, subjugates, and
defiles our neshama just like it. 

According to this we can now understand the
Medrash. Our neshamos were created on the
first day of Creation and our bodies on the
last day. This is a historical fact that can't be
changed. 

It is in our hand, however, to determine who
WE are. If we do Hashem's will, then our
neshama rules over our bodies, and WE
become wholly neshamos. Since we are only
neshomo then it is considered that we were
created on the first day.

If, however, we allow our bodies to rule over
our neshamos then we become wholly
physical body and consequently it is
considered that we were created on the last
day. 

HaRav Shimshon Nachmaini, author of Zera Shimshon lived in Italy about 300 years ago in the time of the Or

HaChaim HaKodesh.

The Chida writes that he was a great Mekubal and wrote many sefarim including sefarim about " practical
kabbolo" but asked that all of his sefarim be buried after he passes away except for Zera Shimshon and Niflaos
Shimshon on Avos.

He had one child who died in his lifetime (hence the name "Zera Shimshon") and in the preface he promises for
people who learn his sefarim after he dies “... And your eyes will see children and grandchildren like the
offshoots of an olive tree around your tables, wise and understanding with houses filled with all manner of good
things… and wealth and honor……”

These d’vrai Torah are dedicated to Esther Yenta Bas Chana Chassia. In the
merit of the learning Zera Shimshon’s divrai Torah, Hashem should answer her
prayers and she should quickly find her proper match along with all the other
members of Clal Yisroel who are also looking for their zivug hagun.
If you are interested in buying your own copy of the Hebrew version of Zera
Shimshon
Call 05271-66-450 in Eretz Yisroel 
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or
347-496-5657 in the U.S.A. 

You can now  HEAR shiurim of Zera Shimshon on Kol Halashon:
In E. Yisroel: 073-2951-727 or 03-617-1111 and then press 1,1,3,24
In U.S.A. (718) 395-2440 and then press 2,6,4,24
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