
                                                                                                                      
Beside the regular Torah 

reading this Shabbat, we also 

have a special reading: 

Parashat Hachodesh, always 

read in proximity to the 

beginning of the month of 

Nissan, tells of G-d’s 

directive to Moses to 

sanctify the new month with 

the new moon. Even before 

they left Egypt, G-d taught 

Moses the secret of the lunar 

cycle and gave Israel the 

commandment to sanctify the new month by using this hidden 

knowledge to determine exactly when it begins.                             

From that moment on, the Nation of Israel became a nation that 

conducts itself outside the dimension of time. Different than any 

other nation, the Jewish People are not a temporary phenomenon, 

enslaved to eternal, fixed time that controls us. On the contrary; we 

are eternal and we control time.  Those who search for proof that 

G-d is real find it – first and foremost – in the meta-historic 

existence of the Nation of Israel. Its existence contradicts all the 

laws of nature, time and history.                                                        

The meta-physical super-time status of the Nation of Israel flows 

forth from the Land of Israel and the Temple Mount. In order to 

sanctify the month, the witnesses of the new moon had to travel to 

the court on the Temple Mount, submit testimony that they saw the 

new moon before the tribunal and from there – from the court of 

law on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem in the Land of Israel – the 

new month was sanctified and announced to the public.                 

All the Jewish courts in the Diaspora could not sanctify the new 

month, the Talmud explains. The physical and metaphysical, body 

and soul connect only here, on the Holy Mount in Jerusalem.          

All the Jewish houses of study in Sura and Pombedita, in Warsaw 

and Vilna, in New York and London are of no avail. But, the 

Talmud continues, three shepherds, the most simple of Jews to be 

found in the Land of Israel – can come together as a Jewish Court 

of Law on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem and sanctify the new 

month. 

Shabbat Shalom and Chodesh Tov, 

Moshe Feiglin 

 

 

Have you noticed that Israel is the only state in the world that does 

not know how to define its borders? We cannot define our borders 

because we still have not managed to define our identity.                 

The Zehut Movement (and party) are slowly but surely creating the 

political structure for the seekers of Jewish identity in the Land of 

Israel. Seekers of Jewish identity are not necessarily seeking 

personal religious identity, and they are not necessarily seeking 

rightist, nationalist identity.                                                            

Zehut is creating a political field for those who seek a collective 

Jewish identity. It is creating a political field for Jewish identity 

open to all those who seek it, religious and non-religious alike. It is 

creating a political field for Jewish identity which, based on its 

perception of liberty, is bringing the vision and meaning embedded 

in its depths to the forefront of our society.                                       

No other political party today has attempted to present a national 

vision based on Jewish values. No one else has tried to distill a joint 

destiny and meaning for our national life from within this vision. 

Nobody else has drawn joyfulness, strength, and new energies from 

our national destiny. No one else has used our Jewish foundation 

and values to address all the challenges of our times; both internal 

issues like economy, housing, education, religion and state – and 

external issues like security and international relations.                 

Over the last few weeks, we have witnessed an accelerated 

deterioration of public faith in the national mechanisms that have 

always enjoyed complete public trust. The conduct of senior IDF 

officials, the justice system and the prosecution toward the IDF 

soldier who shot and killed a wounded terrorist in Hebron, the 

suspected false murder conviction of Roman Zadarov, the scathing 

reaction of the Defense Minister toward criticism and  the hysteria 

of the State Attorney have left a very worrisome impression on the 

public. It seems that the more faith is lost, the more hard-hearted 

and cruel these apparatuses become. For if we have decided to 

arrest a citizen and place him in administrative detention, without 

an attorney, without a trial and in solitary confinement (because he 

is so terribly dangerous) then how can we release him for a few 

hours so that he may attend his son’s brit milah? And if we arrested 

a soldier who shot a terrorist and attempted to charge him with 

“murder”, we must do all that we can to keep him behind bars. 

Public faith in these institutions is dissipating. The only party that 

presents a vision and meaning for all of this is Zehut.                      

It is no coincidence that Zehut is the only party that clearly defines 

the borders of the State of Israel.                                                       

Because only he who has an identity has borders.  
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Only he who has identity knows where he leaves off and where his 

neighbor begins.                                                                                 

That is why only Zehut knows who is friend and who is foe.            

Only he who knows how to identify the enemy is capable of 

defeating him.                                                                                     

And when the enemy is defeated, the war ends.                                 

And when the war ends, peace begins.  

 

                                                                                                         

As we approach the holiday of Pesach, I want each and every one 

of you to do some simple Jewish math. Don’t worry; it is easy and 

won’t take much time away from your cleaning and shopping.        

Here it is: How many verses – in the ENTIRE Torah – deal with 

Pesach?  I don’t know the exact answer but my educated guess 

would be about 20.  Now, how many verses in the Torah deal with 

the Mishkan/Bet HaMikdash?  Once again, I am not certain but I 

feel it is around 800.  Hmmm. Pesach 20 verses and the 

Mishkan/Bet HaMikdash 800.                                                           

Now, how long do you prepare to get ready for Pesach?  Add the 

times for cleaning the house, office and car.  Add the times 

shopping for food, Matza and wine.  Add the times shopping for 

clothes and other Pesach items.  Add the times for learning Hilchot 

Pesach, preparing for the seder, doing bedikat/biur/selling chametz, 

koshering/tovelling pots, doing all the cooking etc.  Using my 

guessing head, I would say that these times add up to at least 100 

hours.  OK, almost done.  Now, based on my calculations above – 

that there are 40 times more verses in the Torah dealing with the 

Mishkan/Bet HaMikdash than Pesach – it should take you 40 x 100 

hours to properly prepare yourself for the Bet HaMikdash.  

According to my calculator, that equals 4,000 hours of prep time 

(which is over 166 days, working at this 24/hrs each day!!!)  Is that 

what you are doing???                                                                        

I know what you’re thinking. This guy is nuts. First of all, there is 

no Bet HaMikdash today so what is there to prepare for? Second of 

all, even if we do need to prepare, what is the comparison? Pesach 

is one thing and the Bet HaMikdash is something else. What is the 

connection?  Let me answer these two questions together. Sadly, it 

is true that there is no Bet HaMikdash today but that does not stop 

the obligation from studying, understanding and truly knowing 

every single thing that went on in that incredible House of Hashem. 

(Note: Even without having the Bet HaMikdash and with the entire 

nation being in a halachic state of impurity the overwhelming 

majority of opinions hold that the Korban Pesach can be brought in 

our day!) Unfortunately, however, many of us – Rabbis included – 

simply brush off anything to do with the Bet HaMikdash by saying, 

“These things don’t apply today. We will learn these Halachot 

when Moshiach comes.” With all due respect, this is absolutely 

wrong.     In many of his books, the holy Chofetz Chaim wrote 

about the need to, not only study, but actually master these 

concepts – today – even without the Bet HaMikdash. He said, over 

and over again, that if we truly want Moshiach to come, we need to 

be ready – and “being ready” does not mean preparing after his 

arrives. It means being ready NOW! This is similar to the analogy 

above about Pesach. Can you imagine cleaning, shopping and 

studying everything about Pesach only when Pesach is already 

here? Who would dare do such a thing?      But there’s more. 

Pesach and the Bet HaMikdash are more than just a way to 

compare things. In reality, the two are deeply connected and – 

unfortunately – the Pesach we have today has almost nothing to do 

with the Pesach at the time of the Temple. During those 830 years, 

plus the 400+ years of the Mishkan, Pesach was celebrated 

differently than the way we do it today.      First of all, while 

cleaning is important, 90% of the Jews did not clean at all. Instead, 

they travelled – mostly by foot – from all over Israel to be in 

Jerusalem on time for Erev Pesach. Many of these Jews left their 

homes weeks before Pesach! They took their entire families with 

them, packed large quantities of food for the way and trekked 

across the country with their Pesach offering, Chagiga offering and 

many other Korbanot they chose to bring with them. These animals 

had to be watched carefully so they would not be blemished along 

the way. Then, on Erev Pesach, instead of what we are accustomed 

to doing, they entered the holy Bet HaMikdash in purity to offer the 

Korban Pesach. At night, they sat around a seder table and, after the 

usual reading and learning, ate an entire roasted lamb! After that, 

they went to sleep in the homes of complete strangers! The next 

morning, they, once again, had to go to the Bet HaMikdash to offer 

their Korban Chagiga. The next day it was back to the Bet 

HaMikdash to witness the Omer offering. In short, our Pesach 

commemoration is significantly different from what was – and 

from what WILL BE – when the Jewish people rebuild the third 

and final Bet HaMikdash in Jerusalem.      I am not saying that 

cleaning for Pesach is not important- it is! I am not saying that 

proper tovelling of dishes is not important – it is! What I am saying, 

however, is that we need to refocus and understand that being in the 

“Galut” means a lot more than we think. It is time for us to 

seriously plunge into the deep waters of what the future holds. The 

Jewish nation will soon return to Israel from the four corners of the 

globe. Very shortly after that we will have a Sanhedrin. After that 

comes the restoration of prophecy. That prophet will anoint a king. 

That king will build the Bet HaMikdash and then Jewish life as we 

know it will be changed back to what was originally planned.                                                

And now for the good news: This process has already begun! 65 

years ago Hashem gave the greatest gift to the Jewish nation in 

2,000 years. He restored us to our Land! He gave us our inheritance 

and began the process of returning the exiles. This was not just 

some simple land swap or homeland for broken Jews from the 

Holocaust, it was the beginning of the process we have dreamed 

and prayed for since the first Tisha B’av! The children have 

returned home and our Father and King has welcomed us back into 

His palace. As you read these words, more than half of all halachic 

Jews are already living in Israel today!  This is what “Next Year in 

Jerusalem” means when we say it at the end of the seder. Therefore, 

before concluding this article, go back to the beginning and do that 

math once again. Figure out how much time and energy you – and I 

– need to invest into understanding what Hashem really wants from 

us and then – go and do it! 
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