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W e still taste the matzos in our
mouth, and the fond memories

we have of Pesach is still fresh. We
should strive to keep these memories
alive and take them with us to the
future. In particular, we should
retain the heightened level of clear
emunahthat we attained on Pesach.

When Moshe saw the Burning Bush,
he saidìåãâä äàøîä úà äàøàå àð äøåñà
äæä. This can be translated to mean
that Moshe Rabbeinu requestedäøåñà
àð, 'when I leave great experiences,'
äæä ìåãâä àøîä úà äàøàå, 'I should

continue seeing them.'

In Hallel, we say äî ...ñåðéå äàø íéä
õøà éìåç ïåãà éðôìî...ñåðú éë íéä êì, "The
sea saw [and split]… O' Sea, why
are you fleeing… [The sea
answers], From the presence of the
Master, the world trembles…'"
Notice that these pesukim are
written in question/answer form.
We ask the sea why it split, and it
answers that it split because of its

fear of Hashem.

The Rebbe of Stropkov zy"a asks,
why doesn’t it state briefly, "The sea
split because it trembled before
Hashem's presence." Why is it

written in question/answer form?

This teaches us the need for

reflection. A person can experience
miracles; the sea can split in front of
his eyes – but if he doesn’t
contemplate on what happened, he

remains the same.

We've just experienced [seven]
glorious days; days when Hashem's
presence was revealed. Chazal tell us
that when the sea split even
maidservants attained a level of
prophecy, greater than the prophet
Yechezkel ben Buzi. Every Yid's
emunah was fortified. Now [soon
after Pesach] is a crucial time to
reflect on what we received, so we
can take thisemunahalong with us

in our daily life.

Avraham Avinu asked Hashem,äîá
äðùøéà éë òãà, "How will I know that
I will inherit [Eretz Yisrael]?"
(Bereishis 15:8). Hashem replied,
úùìåùî äìâò éì äç÷, bring sacrifices.
The Rebbe of Ishbitz zy'a explains
that Avraham was really asking how
he can take the lofty moments along

with him.

Hashem replied that he should
bring korbanos. Korbanos,
figuratively, means to sacrifice
oneself for Hashem. When a person
is devoted to hisavodas Hashem,
it helps him retain the exalted

moments he experienced.
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Ten miracles took place in the Beis
HaMikdash. One was that the
lechem hapanim (twelve breads,
which were placed on theshulchan)
remained hot the entire week. The
gemara says that when the Yidden
used to come to the Beis HaMikdosh
for the holidays, thecohanimwould
raise theshulchanbefore the crowd
to show them that the breads
remained hot. The cohanim would
say, "See how much Hashem loves

you!" (Chagigah26)

The Imrei Emes zy'a asks, ten
miracles took place in the Beis
HaMikdash. What is special about
this miracle that it is singled out and

shown to the nation?

The Imrei Emes replied that the
lechem hapanimwere teaching us a
lesson: they taught the Jewish people
that even after the holiday ends and
they return to their homes, they
should remain with the passionate
sentiments that they had on the
holiday and in the Beis HaMikdash.
The experiences should remainhot

and fresh.TorahWellsprings- Ac hare i

The cohanim would say, íëúáéç åàø
íå÷îä éðôì, "See how much Hashem
loves you!" because retaining the
passion for avodas Hashem is

extremely beloved to Hashem.

Rashi (Shmos 20:24) tells us that
when Hashem gave the Torah, the

Jewish people were divided in four
categories. Moshe Rabbeinu was
high up on the mountain. Ahron was
also on Har Sinai, only lower down.
The cohanimwere even lower down
on Har Sinai, and the Jewish nation
wasn't permitted to go on the

mountain at all.

However, bykriyas Yam Suf, there
weren't any divisions. Chazal say
that "Even a maidservant had
prophecy, greater then [the Navi]
Yechezkel ben Buzi." Everyone was

the same.

The Rebbe of Tchortkov zy'a asks,
why were the people separated by
Mattan Torah, but there was no

divisions bykriyas Yam Suf?

He answers that the amount of Torah
a person can acquire is dependent on
his level. However, when it comes to
emunah, everyone has potential for
the highest levels. Withemunah
peshutah, even simple people can be

similar to the greatest tzaddikim.

TheTheTheThe TestTestTestTest isisisis thethethethe PurposePurposePurposePurpose

Hashem told us that theman must
be eaten the same day it falls. No
one was permitted to leaveman
over for the next day. Dasan and
Aviram disobeyed and they leftman
over for the next day. It rotted and
became wormy,äùî íäéìò óåö÷éå, "and
Moshe became angry with them"

(Shmos16:20).
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The Meshech Chachmah asks why
Moshe was angry with them. It is
true that Dasan and Aviram
committed anaveirahwhen they left
man over for the next day, but
inadvertently they sanctified
Hashem's name because everyone
saw that nothing is gained by
leaving man over for the next day
(since it will surely spoil). Now, no
one will do so again. So why was

Moshe upset with them?

The Meshech Chachmah explains
that the problem was that Dasan and
Aviram removed the test from the
Jewish people. The nation was living
in a desert where nothing grew and
there was nothing to eat, other than
man. It was an extremely difficult
test, to finish theman each day and
not leave anything over for the
morrow. Nadav and Avihu's sin
eliminated that test. Therefore,

Moshe was angry with them.

äùî øéùé æà literally means, "then
Moshe will sing…" The gemara
(Sanhedrin91) teaches that this is
the source for techiyas hameisim
(resurrection of the dead) from the

Torah.

Why is tecehiyas hameisimalluded
to specifically here?
Rebbe Yechezkel of Kozmir zy"a
answers that when the sea split, the
nation reached extremely high levels
of emunah. As Chazal say, "Even a

maidservant saw prophecies, greater
than Yechezkel ben Buzi." To
believe in Hashem wouldn’t be a test
for them anymore. But there must
always be a test, so they were told
abouttechiyas hameisim. They never
experiencedtechiyas hameisim, and
therefore this was their test; to see
whether they would also believe in

techiyas hameisim.

When Sarah Imeinu was ninety
years old (and Avraham was one
hundred) she gave birth to Yitzchak.
Rashi writes, "Many barren women
were also remembered [and bore]
children, together with Sarah… and
there was a lot of joy in the world"

(Bereishis21:6).

The Rebbe of Ruzhin zy"a asks, why
was it important for other barren
women to have children too? These
women were idol worshippers. Why
should we care if a miracle
happened to them, which enabled
more idol worshipping children to
come to the world?
The Rebbe of Ruzhin explains that
Avraham Avinu and Sarah Imeinu
devoted their lives to teach people
about Hashem. When Avraham was
a hundred and Sarah was ninety,
they miraculously had Yitzchak.
This proved to the world that their
teachings were true and that there is
a Creator. But this also created a
great problem because now believing
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in Hashem would be easy. The test
of emunahwould be eliminated.

Thus, at this time, many barren idol
worshippers also gave birth to
children. Now, there was once again
room for error, since it wasn't only
Avraham and Sarah who were
having children. Even idol
worshippers were having children
which made it look like a natural
phenomenon. The test ofemunah

continues on.

The Rebbe of Ruzhin concluded,
"Every miracle has something that
obscures it so Free Will continues."

The gemara (Sanhedrin41) teaches
that eidim (witnesses) are only
believed when there is potential to
disprove themìåëé äúà éàù úåãò ìë")
("úåãò äîù àì äîéæäì. Every yid
testifies to Hashem's existence, as it
says 'ä íåàð éãò íúà', "you are my
eidim, says Hashem" (Yeshaya
43:10). The Sfas Emes teaches us
that in every yid's life, there must be
an element which counters and tries
to disprove his testimony. These are
the hardships of life. If a person's
life is perfect (he and his family are
wealthy, healthy, and they have
nachas, etc.) Hashem's presence is
obvious in his life; his testimony
isn't challenged, and it therefore
doesn’t carry weight. The primary
eidus is when there are conflicts and
questions, and yet he believes in

Hashem. The hardships of life can
rouse questions in people's minds. If
they can remain steadfast with their
emunaheven then, it is a testimony
to Hashem's existence. It is aneidus

despite the opposition.

SefirasSefirasSefirasSefiras Ha'OmerHa'OmerHa'OmerHa'Omer

The days of Sefiras Ha'Omerare
very high days; a time for spiritual
growth. The Omer begins on the
second day of Pesach, when a barley
offering was brought in the Beis
HaMikdash, and ends on Shavuous
when theshtei halechem, two breads
made from wheat were sacrificed.
Barley is animal fodder, while wheat
is for human consumption. The
Aruch HaShulchan (489:3) and other
sefarim teach that that this indicates
that during the days of theOmer we
elevate ourselves from the level of
being like an animal to being a

human being.

How does one become a greater
human being? We sayïî íãàä øúåî
ïéà äîäáä, what makes the person
better than an animal isïéà, his

ability to say 'no' to temptations.

The Sefer HaChinuch (mitzvah
306) writes, "We are obligated to
count from the day after [the first]
Yom Tov of Pesach until the
giving of the Torah to show our
great desire for this desired day,
like a slave who counts the days
until he will be freed. Counting
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demonstrates a person's strong
desire to reach this time.

"The famous question is, if the
purpose of counting theOmer is to
show our anticipation towards
Shavuous when we receive the
Torah, shouldn’t we count the days
that are left until Shavuous? Why do
we count the days that passed?...
[Instead of counting, today is thirty
days of theOmer, we should count,
"another twenty days are left until
Shavuous," as this is the way people
count when they are looking forward

to something in the future?]

The Chidushei HaRim zy"a answers
that each day we count how many
levels we've raised ourselves from
being like an animal to becoming a
greater human being. We count the
days that passed, because each day
of improvement makes us more

fitting to receive the Torah.

The Ramban writes, "The days of
the Omer are like Chol HaMo'ed.

Chol HaMoed is the days between
the first and last day of a holiday,
similarly, Sefiras Ha'Omer is
between Pesach and Shavuous."

(Vayikra 23:36)1111

The Chidushei HaRim writes,
everything that happens to man
throughout his lifetime, are
dependent on the days ofSefirah.
Therefore, one should be careful to

use these days wisely.

The Torah connects the holidays to
agriculture. Pesach isáéáàä âç, when
the grains growing in the fields
reach their full height. Shavuous is
øéö÷ä âç, when the crops have
finished baking in the sun, and are
ready to be cut. The Maharal
explains that one shouldn’t think that
the holy Yom Tovim were
established for agricultural purposes.
Rather, what happens to the crops
alludes to what is happening with
the soul of man. Just as the crops
reach perfection between Pesach and
Shavuous, similarly, man is also

1. The Shulchan Aruch (489:1) states that we don’t make chasunos during the
Sefirah because they are days of mourning.

The Rebbe of Ruzhin zy"a said that there should be another reason that we don’t
make chasunos. The Sefirah is like Chol HaMoed. Just as we don't celebrate
chasunos on Chol HaMoed, we shouldn’t celebrate chasunos during the Omer.
It really depends on the person. If he is involved in Torah, tefillah, etc. during the
days of Sefiras Ha'Omer, the days are like Chol HaMoed for him. That person
doesn’t make weddings on these days, as he doesn’t on Chol HaMoed. If someone
doesn’t sanctify himself during the days of Sefiras HaOmer, he will also not make
weddings, but the reason will be because they are days of mourning.
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growing spiritually during this
period of time. It is a time for
growth, and therefore we should
strive to be involved in this process.

The Chida writes (in the name of
Rabbeinu Efraim) that the fifty
hooks that connected the covering
of the Mishkan úåàìåì íéùéîç úéùòå)
(é åë úåîù Y represent the fifty days
of the Sefirah, when the Jewish
nation become attached to their

father in heaven2222.

The Torah was given on the
fifty-first day after yetziasMitzrayim
(see Tosfos Avodah Zara3. and
Maharshah). So why do we
celebrate Shavuous on the fiftieth
day? The Maharsha answers, on the
fiftieth day we were potentially
ready to receive the Torah, because
it took fifty days for the Jewish
nation to purify themselves from the
impurities of Egypt. Therefore, we
celebrate on the fiftieth day because

2. Rebbe Meir of Permishlan zy"a explained the passuk גדי  מנשה  למטה  יוסף למטה

סוסי  בן in the following way: ,למטה people come down to this world, יוסף to
increase Torah and good deeds for their neshamos. But what happens is ,למטה
people come down to this world, ,מנשה and they forget (as in אלקים נשני (.כי ,גדי 
therefore tell me, סוסי  ,בן isn't such a person like a horse?
A certain thief stole a horse. He returned to the stable to steal another one. Just
then, the owner came by and asked: Why is one of my horses missing? And why
are you in my stable?
The thief replied, "There is one answer to both questions: In my previous gilgul, I
worked for you but I didn’t work honestly. It was decreed that I must return to this
world and work for you as a horse, to restore your loss. Moments ago, I completed
the term that I was required to serve you, and I was permitted to become a human
being again. I therefore turned from being a horse to being a human being. This
explains why one of your horses is missing, and why I'm here. I was just about to
leave the stall, when you arrived."
"What's your name?"
"I don’t have a name. Like I said, I just became a person a moment ago."
"O. K. You can leave. But from now on act properly so you won't need to turn into
a horse again."
Some days later, the rancher saw the thief in the market place selling his horse.
The rancher said, "I see that you remained a horse after all."
We shouldn’t be like this person who acts like a horse, or like סוסי  בן .גדי We should
strive to be a human being and to fulfill the mission that we were sent down to the
world to accomplish.
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the main thing is fear of heaven, and
this was attained on the fiftieth day.

The Or HaChaim explains the
passuk, íëì íúøôñå, to be from the
word øéôñ, which means sapphire
stone. He writes, "Chazal say that
the neshamosof Bnei Yisrael are
like the luchos… The luchos were
made from sapphire stone [and
similarly, every Yid's neshamah
shines like a sapphire stone]…. But
because of sins, the souls become
dirty and lose their shine….
Therefore it says íëì íúøôñå. By
counting theOmer they will shine
again like sapphire stones."

(Vayikra 23:15)

The Mishnah teaches, "Resha'im are
in Gehinom for twelve months…
Reb Yochanan ben Nuri says, '[They
are in Gehinom] from Pesach until
Shavuous.'" Why are they in
Gehinom specifically at this time?

It is known that Gehinom isn't a
revenge, or a punishment with no
purpose. The punishments of
Gehinom purify the soul, to enable
him to go to Gan Eden, because one
may not enter Gan Eden while
wearing clothes sullied with sins.
The Chidushei HaRim zt"l teaches
that when Reb Yochanan ben Nuri
said that the atonement of Gehinom
is from Pesach to Shavuous, his
intention wasn’t to limit the time
period of Gehinom. Gehinom can be

throughout the year. He was saying
that the process of getting purified in
Gehinom issimilar to what occurs
with the Omer, between Pesach and
Shavuous. Just as we become
purified by the Omer, this is also

what occurs in Gehinom.

We derive from this that when a
person serves Hashem during the
Omer, he will not need the
purification of Gehinom, because he
already purified himself in this

world.

Why is the Omer counted
specifically at this time of year? The
Rishonim say that theyetzer hara
becomes stronger in the summer
months, when the sun shines brightly
and the world becomes warmer. We
count theOmer in the beginning of
the summer and this helps us
overcome theyetzer hara. (This is
also the reason we readPirkei Avos

at this time of year.)

It can be compared to a child who
is vaccinated shortly after birth so he
won't become ill. Similarly, at the
beginning of the summer HaKadosh
Baruch Hu gives usSefiras Ha'Omer
to strengthen us, so we won't

become ill and sin.

When counting Sefiras Ha'Omer,
one should daven that the merit of
this counting should purify him. In
particular, one should havekavanah
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when he says thetefillah Ribono
Shel Olam, which is written after the
sefirah, and pray that he become
purified and holy before Hashem.

It is written, éáà ãáà éîøà. The Or
HaChaim teaches that thispassukis
referring to theyetzer hara, which
strives to destroy theneshamah
(which is called éáà). At first, the
yetzer hara comes èòî éúîá, with
weak forces. But as the person
becomes older, theyetzer hara
become stronger, untilìåãâ éåâì íù éäéå
áøå íåöò, he becomes very strong.
The counsel is'ä ìà ÷òöðå, to daven
to Hashem to save us from the

yetzer hara.

Similarly, Reb Shlomo Kluger
explained thepassuk (Tehillim 42)
íé÷åìà éðô äàøàå àåáà éúî, "When will I
see the face of Hashem?"éì äúéä
äìéìå íîåé íçì éúòîã, through

continuous tears and prayers.

InInInIn Hashem'sHashem'sHashem'sHashem's HandsHandsHandsHands

Rebbe Chaim of Kosov zt"l (in
Amud HaAvodah) writes, "From the
day that the world was created, no
one ever lost money and no one ever
gained money," because everyone
receives exactly what Hashem plans

for him.

When Rebbe Zusha of Honipoli zy"a
would come to a city to collect
funds, he knew with his ruach
hakadoshexactly how much money

he would earn there. Once, he was
in a certain town together with a
partner collecting money. His
partner said, "We've already visited
all the wealthy people here. Let's
move on to the next town."
Rebbe Zusha replied, "No. It isn't
time to go on yet. I know that we
are supposed to earn more in this
city."
The following day, one of the
wealthiest residents of the city who
was abroad returned, and gave them
a large sum of money. "Now we can
move on," Rebbe Zusha told him.

Rebbe Zusha's grandchild said, "I
am not on myzeide'slevel. When I
come to a city I don’t know how
much I am going to earn. But when
I leave the city, then I know how
much I was supposed to earn."
Rebbe Dovid of Tolne zy"a said,
"The grandson's level is even greater
than his grandfather's." We don’t
have ruach hakadosh, and we don’t
know beforehand what is destined
for us, but afterwards, we have
emunahthat whatever was destined

is what actually happened.

Reb Nissim Gaon (Sipurei Masiyos)
told the following story:

There was once a very wealthy
person who wanted to do a special
mitzvah that would remain with him
forever. He sought a destitute person
who was totally hopeless. He
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planned to give him a lot of money
and make him wealthy in a moment.
This mitzvah, he figured, would

remain forever to his credit.

He wrapped a large sum of money
in a bundle and set out for the streets
in search of a poor person who had
lost all hope.
He asked the first pauper he met,
“How do you support yourself?”
The pauper replied, “My uncle sends

me money from time to time.”

This person hasn’t lost all hope, the
wealthy man thought. I’ll look

further.

He met another pauper and asked
him what he does for a living.
“I have a job and I earn a few
pennies…”
This wasn’t the person he was
looking for. He wanted to find
someone who felt totally hopeless.
He came across a pauper rummaging
in the garbage searching for scraps

of food to eat.

The wealthy man said to him, “It
seems that you don’t expect ever
to have a good day in your life.
It seems that you lost all hope and
you think that you will always be
poor.”
“Why do you say so?” the pauper
replied. “I haven’t lost hope. I trust
in Hashem and He will support
me, every day of my life. If

Hashem wants it, I can even be
wealthy one day.”

The wealthy man gave up. He
couldn’t find the pauper he sought.
Everyone, even the poorest of the
poor had some element of hope. So
he buried his bundle of money in

the cemetery.

Years passed and the wheel of
fortune turned and this very wealthy
man became a pauper himself. He
would go from door to door asking

for handouts.

One day, he remembered that he
once buried a large sum of money
in the cemetery, so he went to

unearth it.

He started digging in the ground.
Soon, police arrived and arrested
him. He was accused of digging up
graves – a very serious offense.
Sometimes the violator was hung for

committing this crime.

He was judged in a court. Before the
final verdict, the accused was always
given permission to speak with the

city’s mayor, to plead his case.

He went up to the mayor and said,
“I wasn’t trying to dig up a grave; I
was looking for my money, which I
buried there years earlier. I was once
very wealthy, and I was looking for
a person who lost all hope. I wanted
to give him a lot of money and to



10101010 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- AchareiAchareiAchareiAcharei

make him wealthy in a moment. But
I couldn’t find such a person. Even
the pauper who was rummaging in
the garbage told me that he trusts in
Hashem and that he hadn’t lost
hope. So I took the money and I
buried it in the cemetery. I returned
to dig up the money. I wasn't

committing a crime.”

The mayor smiled at him. “Do you
recognize me? I was that pauper
you saw rummaging in the garbage.
You thought I lost hope, but I told
you that I trust in Hashem Who can
do anything He wants. Now you
see that this is true. See where
Hashem brought me because I

trusted in Him.”

One's destiny can turn around
because everything is in Hashem's
hands. So regardless if one is
wealthy or poor, he should know
that Hashem is guiding him and
everything is exactly the way it

should be.

TefillahTefillahTefillahTefillah

Reb Yechezkel Abramsky zt”l was
imprisoned in Siberia for three and a
half years. When he was freed and
he met with the Rebbe of Lubavitch,
the Maharayatz, zy"a, he related
some of the miracles that happened

to him during that time. “By nature
I am very sensitive to the cold," he
said. "When I was a child my
parents wrapped me in several
cotton blankets, because I was so
cold. I came to Siberia with only a
thin shirt on my back. I prayed,
"Ribono shel Olam! Chazal tell us,
‘Everything is in Hashem’s hands,
except for cold and heat.' But now
I'm in Siberia, and protecting myself
from the cold isn't in my hands
anymore. Therefore, I appeal to you
that You protect me from the cold

and I shouldn’t become sick…’"

Everyone in Siberia became sick but
Reb Yechezkel Abramsky zt”l
remained healthy the entire time he

was there.

When Reb Eliyahu Dessler zt"l
became theMashgiachof Ponovezh,
one of the first things he instituted

was a longerPesukei Dezimrah.

Rav Dessler explained, "Pesukei
Dezimrah abolishes mekatrigim
[prosecuting angels]. I davened in
the yeshiva and I saw that many
bachurimare saying Kaddish. Sadly,
there are manyyesomimand many
tzoros. We must stop thekitrug.
That's why I recommend that we

improve thePesukei Dezimrah." 3333

3. Chazal say that a person should pray word for word, in the same manner one
counts money. The Abir Yaakov of Sadigeira zy"a once gave his gabai a
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The Divrei Yechezkel of Shinov
zy"a taught the following three
lessons:
1] A simple yid in his home is better

than a tzaddik who is traveling.

2] A simple tefillah prayed in
solitude is better than the best
tefillah prayed in front of theamud.

3] The simplesttefillah prayed with
a minyan is better than the best

tefillah prayed in solitude.

The Beis Aharon writes, “I am
certain that anyone who davens with
a minyan will get all his needs. His
tefillos will be as effective as the

tefillos of a tzaddikhador.”

The Yerushalmi writes, “Davening is
like someone whispering into
Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s ears. Is there

a greater closeness than this?!”

"íìåë ãâðë äøåú ãåîìúå". Reb Yechezkel
Levenstein zt"l said that this rule is
for matters related toOlam HaBa. In
relation to matters of this world, the

rule is íìåë ãâðë äìéôú, because with
tefillah, one can get wealth, health,

and all his material needs.

In Shemonah Esreiwe say, "vesein
sachar tov lechol habotchim
beshimcha be'emes— give a good
reward to all those who truly trust in

Your name."

Those who truly trust in Hashem are
the great tzaddikim. Why should we

have to pray for them?

Rebbe Moshe Leib Sassover zy"a
answers, they are trusting in
Hashem, but they aren't requesting
anything. And if one doesn’t request,
one doesn’t receive. Therefore, we
pray that Hashem should reward
them and give them all their needs.

The Gemara (Brachos6) tells us that
tefillah is birumo shel olam[at the
peak of the world] andbnei adam
mizalzilin bah [people disrespect it].
My father zy"a asked me, “Do
people disrespecttefillah? It doesn’t
seem so to me. I see people

package and said, "There is twenty-five pounds in here. Give them to the
Ponevezher Rav for his yeshiva."
The gabai did so. The Ponevezher Rav zt"l counted the money, and saw that there
was twenty-six pounds. The gabai returned to the Abir Yaakov to tell him about
the error.
The rebbe said that it wasn't a mistake. He explained, "I am concerned that when
I go up to heaven, they will tell me that I wasn't careful to daven word for word,
like someone counting money. Therefore, I decided that even when I count money
I will not be exact. I allow myself to give a little bit more. Maybe this will help me
in my judgment."
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honoring thetefillah. Some go to the
mikvah before tefillah, some study
gemara beforeShacharis, 4444 and their
goal is to daven withkavanahand
with an elevated spirit. So why does
the gemara say that people

disrespect the prayers?”

My father replied with amashal:

There was once a poor person who
found a large and beautiful diamond
that was worth billions of dollars.
He went to a jeweler to assess its
value. The jeweler didn’t have
experience with diamonds of this
sort, but he could tell immediately
that it was a genuine diamond and
precious. "It is certainly worth

hundreds of thousands of dollars,"
he said.

The pauper was very happy when he
heard this. I know what I will do
with the money. I will buy a house.
We won't need to rent anymore.
Perhaps some money will be left

over. If so, I'll invest it…

He is happy with the diamond and
he values it, but he is also
disrespecting it, because the
diamond is worth so much more.
He's thinking about a home, and he
doesn’t realize that he had just
become one of the wealthiest people

in the world.

4. There are several ways to prepare for davening. One way, is by going to the
mikvah, another way is to study Torah. Another form of preparation is to allow

a moment for reflection; to think about what he is about to do, and in front of Whom
he is about to stand. These preparations raise the tefillah to a higher level.
Rebbe Michel of Zlotchev zy"a taught us that when one prepares for tefillah, his
tefillah will be answered. The few moments that it takes to prepare for tefillah –
each person in his own way – raises the tefillah to a higher level, and Hashem
promises that He will give that person everything that he asks for. Rebbe Michel
of Zlotzchev said that this is alluded to in the passuk הם עוד אענה ואני יקראו טרם  והיה

אשמע ואני ,מדברים "It will be that before they call me, I will answer them. They are
still speaking, and I will listen" (Yeshaya 62:2). This passuk is referring to the two
approaches to tefillah –those who prepare for their tefillah, and those who begin
suddenly, without any prior thought. יקראו ,טרם  "before they call me" refers to the
people who prepare for tefillah. For them Hashem promises: אענה ,ואני "I will answer
them." Hashem promises that He will grant them their wishes. The end of the
passuk says, “They are still speaking,” and is referring to the people who begin
the tefillah as soon as they enter the beis medresh. To them, Hashem says, “I will
listen.” Hashem promises that He will listen to their tefillos, but it isn’t guaranteed
that Hashem will give them what they want.
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The same is withtefillah. We honor
tefillah. We believe that with
tefillah we can have a lot of good.
People therefore invest in it. But
they are simultaneously disgracing it
becausetefillah is far greater than

they imagine.5555

When a new invention comes out,
tzaddikim would teach Torah lessons
that could be derived from it. For

example, tzaddikim said that:

The locomotive teaches uszrizus
(because if one comes a moment

late, he misses the train).

The telegram taught the value of
words (each word costs money).

Records and tapes remind us that
everything is recorded in heaven.

The telephone trains us to believe
that Hashem listens to ourtefillos

(although we don’t see Him).

Following this train of thought we
wonder, what can we learn from

cell phones?

The uniqueness of the cell phone is
that you can speak with others even
if there are no connecting wires.
The standard land-line telephone
taught us that we can speak and
communicate with Hashem.
However, some people felt
disconnected. They think that they
don’t have any connection with
Hashem. In comes the cell phone.
The cell phone proves that there can
be communication even when it
seems that there is no connection.
Regardless of what happens, we can

5. Every part of the tefillah is precious.
The Rebbe of Husiaten was one of the great tzaddikim who lived in Tel Aviv. (He
was niftar sixty years ago, 5719). Ten years after his demise, his friend, Reb
Nachum Mordechai Frum, saw the rebbe in his dream. The rebbe revealed
something that was unknown before. He said: “When Moshe Rabbeinu descended
from Har Sinai, Hakadosh Baruch Hu told him that the Kaddish after ein kelokeinu
has the potential to bring all sorts of yeshous and refuous.”
Ein kelokeinu is said at the end of the tefillah, and people tend to become lax at
this point. They don’t realize that even from the last parts of the tefillah, one can
also acquire all his heart's desires.
Reb Shlomo Zalman Aurbach called Aleinu “tefillas haderech” because people say
it as they leave the beis medresh. We can add that if Aleinu is tefillas haderech,
then by Ein kelokeinu people are packing their bags for the journey (they are
already taking off the tefillin and getting ready to leave). We must learn to value
tefillah, from the first word to the last.
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speak with Hashem and He will
hear us.6666

The gemara says, "Theazarah
(courtyard of the Beis HaMikdash)
shouted four times…" (Pesachim

57.).

Once was because of thecohen
gadol Yissacher of Borkay, who
served in the Beis HaMikdash
wearing silk gloves. The gemara
explains, "He was honoring himself
while disgracing Hashem's

korbanos."

Rashi writes, "He wore silk gloves,
and this created a chatzitzah
(separation between his hands and
the korban) and a chatzitzah
disqualifies thekorban… It is also

a disgrace..."

The gemara says that the king and
the queen at the time were debating
what tastes better, goat meat or
sheep meet. The queen said that
sheep meat tastes better, and the
king said that goat meat is tastier.

They decided to ask thecohen
gadol. "He is always with the

sacrifices, so he will know."

When Yissachar heard the question,
he waved his hand in jest (indicating
that it wasn't a question at all).
"Obviously sheep meat is better,
since the korban tamid is from

sheep meat."

The king said, "Not only did he
disagree with me, he mocked me as
well." The king therefore decreed

that his right hand be amputated.

Yissachar bribed the officer who
was appointed to amputate his right
hand to cut off his left hand
instead. The king heard about this,
and declared that Yissacher's right
hand must also be amputated. Rav
Yosef said, "Baruch Hashem,
Yissachar received his punishment

in this world."

Rebbe Yaakov Shimshon of
Shpetifka zy'a asked, why does the
gemara tell us about this childish

6. After the sin of the eigel (golden calf) Moshe Rabbeinu prayed for atonement.
He said, "If You won't forgive them, people will say that I wasn't worthy to pray

for them" (see Rashi on Shmos 32:32). Moshe Rabbeinu is the most humble
person who ever lived. Why would it bother him if people will say that he wasn't
worthy to pray for the nation?
The Beis Ahron answers, Moshe Rabbeinu considered himself to be the lowliest
yid, and therefore he wanted his tefillos to be answered. He figured that this would
prove that Hashem listens to everyone's prayers, even of the lowly people. If
Moshe's tefillos weren't answered, people could say, "Who knows whether my
tefillos will be answered either."
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dispute between the king and the
queen? Also, how should thecohen
gadol know which meat is better?
Just because he sacrifices the
korbanos, doesn’t necessarily mean
that he knows which tastes better.
There are other people who eat meat

who could answer the question.

The words of the debate were:àéãâ
éàé or éàé àøîéà "is goat meat better
or is sheep meat tastier."àéãâ also
means mazal (see Rashi onBereishis
30:11) and àøîéà also means
speech/prayer. The Rebbe of
Shpetifka explains that the debate
was about what is more influential,
mazal or prayers? Both establish
one's destiny, but which one is
stronger and more dominant? This is
the reason they pointed this
profound and crucial question to the

cohen gadol.

Yissachar told them that prayer is
dominant. The words of his answer
are àãéîúì ÷ñé éàé àéãâ éà. The rebbe of
Shpetifka explained that the king
said, "If the mazal(àéãâ) is dominant,
why doesn’t it always endure(ãéîú)."

There are poor people who become
wealthy, and there are wealthy
people who become poor. If man's
destiny is dependent on his mazal
(the mazal that he was born with) his
life wouldn’t ever change. The
changes that happen in people's life
show that tefillah is the primary

factor which affects people's life,
and not the mazal.

A yungerman once came to the
Rebbe of Chortkov zy"a, and said,
"My father-in-law doesn’t daven."
The rebbe was surprised to hear this,
and he summoned the father-in-law.

The father-in-law explained, "My
tefillah is worthless. I just mumble
the words. So what's the purpose?"

The Chortkover Rebbe zy"a told him
that when someone davens in this
so-called 'worthless' manner,
Hashem marks a zero. Another
tefillah without concentration is
another zero. But there will be an
occasional day when he davens with
kavanah. Then Hashem marks down
a one before all those zeros, and the

number is enormous.

The Rebbe of Chortkov explained
that if it weren't for all the
so-called 'worthless' tefillos, he
would never come to this one good
tefillah. Each tefillah is precious to
Hashem, even those said without
kavanah, because they are the
source and base from where a good
tefillah will emerge. All the other
tefillos rise up to Hashem together

with that one goodtefillah.

AhavasAhavasAhavasAhavas YisraelYisraelYisraelYisrael

During Sefiras Ha'Omer, we are
extra careful to increase ourahavas
Yisrael. As the gemara states, "Rav
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Yehudah the son of Reb Nechemya
died during Sefiras Ha'Omer
because he insulted Reb Tarfon."
(Menachos 68:) This is because
during these days, heaven is more
demanding and strict of our
obligation to honor our fellow man,
and to be careful not to insult him.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches, "The
custom is that people do not make
chasunos between Pesach and
Shavuous, until Lag b'Omer, because
the students of Reb Akiva were
niftar at this time of year…" (493:1).

There certainly were other great
misfortunes that befell the Jewish
nation. What is unique about the
students of Reb Akiva that we
mourn them? Why do we mourn for
them more than any other calamity
of the past?
To answer this question, we will
bring down a vort, by Reb

Yechezkel of Kozmir zy"a:

When Yosef and Binyamin met,
after years of separation, they cried
on each other's shoulders. Yosef
cried for the two Batei HaMikdash,
which will be built on Binyamin's lot
and will be destroyed, and Binyamin
cried over Mishkan Shilo, which will
be built on Yosef's lot and will be

destroyed (seeMegilah 16).

They just met after years of
separation. Was this the ideal time to

cry over thechurban?
However, the brothers were coming
together and amending for the sin of
sinas chinam(baseless hatred) which
had them separated for so many
years. Yosef and Binyamin saw with
ruach hakadoshthat the rectification
wasn't complete. In the future, the
seeds ofsinas chinamwill still be
growing poisonous fruit, causing the
destruction of the Beis HaMikdash
and the Mishkan. Their crying was
related to what was going to happen

at that time.

With this thought we can understand
why we cry and mourn for the
students of Reb Akiva more than for
any other of the Tana'im or
Amora'im. Chazal tell us that the
students of Reb Akiva wereniftar
because they didn’t honor one
another (Yevamos62) and we are
still guilty of this liability. Therefore,
we mourn specifically for them more
than for the others because their
fault is still related to us, and we

must seek to improve our ways.

The Yerushalmi (Demay 1:3) tells
that Reb Pinchas ben Ya'ir had to
cross the Gina'i River. He ordered
the river to let him pass and the
river stopped flowing, and Reb
Pinchas ben Yair was able to walk
through to the other side. His
students asked whether they may
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also pass through. They wanted to
know if the water will stand up like
a wall for them as well. Reb Pinchas
ben Yair replied, "Whoever never
mistreated or disrespected another

yid may pass through."

We learn from this the severity of
disrespecting another yid. Reb
Pinchas ben Yair didn’t state any
precondition for the river to split,
other than refraining from harming

and disrespecting another yid7777.

When we count the amount of
pesukimin the Torah that discusses
kashrus, in contrast to the amount of
pesukimof the Torah designated for
the laws oftzaraasand lashon hara,
we see that thepesukim related to
lashon hara are threefold. This
indicates that one should be more
careful with what comes out of his
mouth, than what comes in.
Obviously, we must be extremely
careful with kashrus, but we should
be even more careful never to harm

another yid.

There were three camps in the
desert: (1) the camp of the
Shechinah, where the Mishkan
stood, (2) the camp of the Levi'im,

and (3) the camp of the rest of the
Yidden. Someone who hadtzaraas

had to leave all three camps.

There are other great impurities that
are banished from one or two
camps, but lashon hara, which
results in tzaraas is apparently the

worst of all.

How does one ensure that he will
always honor his fellow man, and be
careful never to insult or disrespect
him? It begins with your thoughts. If
you will focus on the good of your
fellow man, and avoid thinking
about his faults, and you will be able

to honor him constantly.

The Chovas HaLevavos (Shaar
Hachnaah) teaches that one should
always consider his fellow man to be
better than him. With these thoughts
in mind, he will certainly honor his

fellow man.

In Avos (1:5) we learn,ïéãá íéðåúî ååä,
"be slow and deliberate in
judgment." Don’t be quick to hand
down a verdict. Think it over well.

This is important counsel for judges,
but why is it written inPirkei Avos?
Pikrei Avos teaches laws of ethics
and proper behavior for each yid,

7. Someone asked the Chazon ish to define לעשות  מנת על  ,ללמוד "To learn Torah
with the intention to keep it."

The Chazon Ish replied, "It means never to cause distress for another yid, not even
with a slight word, and not even for a short moment."
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and not only to the judges. So why
is this mishnah stated here?

The answer is, this mishnah is
speaking to every person, because
everyone is a judge. Everyone has
an opinion on how he values the
other person. The Mishnah is
warning us to be slow and deliberate
before giving a bad verdict. Keep
looking until you find a way to

judge your fellow man favorably.

In mishnah (1:6) it says,ìë úà ïã éåä
úåëæ óëì íãàä, "Judge everyone
favorably." íãàä ìë, literally, the
entire person, implies that we should
take into account the entire person
and everything he does. Sometimes

we see faults in our fellow man, but
if we would know everything about
him, we would realize that he has a
lot of qualities as well. By doing
this you will find points of credit,
which will help you judge your

fellow man favorably.

The Bnei Yissaschar teaches that
the 49 days of the omer is
gematriyaáåè áì, a good heart. This
indicates that during theomer, we
strive to attain and to develop a
good and caring heart toward our
fellow man, with caution never to
cause him any kind of distress. This
is theavodahof the days ofSefirah,
which prepare us for Shavuous,

when we receive the Torah.
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