
L'zecher Nishmas R’ Yehuda Ben R’ Chaim,  R’ Nissan Ben R’ Shmuel, Mala Frimet Bas R’ Yeshaya Menachem / Zechus for a Shidduch for Freidel Shaindel Bas Mindel Miriam                                       ד"בס  

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com  Thank you, Y. Schechter 

וידי משה כבדים ויקחו אבן וישימו תחתיו וישב “ 17:12

עליה ואהרן וחור תמכו בידיו מזה אחד ומזה אחד ויהי 

  ”ידיו אמונה עד בא השמש.

“Moshe’s hands grew heavy, so they took a stone and 

put it underneath him and he sat on it, and Aharon and Chur supported 

his hands, one on this side and one on that side, and he was with his 

hands in faith until the setting of the sun.”  Klal Yisroel were at war with 

Amalek.  Moshe Rabbeinu had his hands in the air.  After an extended 

period of time, when he could no longer keep his hands in the air, it 

caused Amalek to have the upper hand over Klal Yisroel.  Therefore, they 

placed a rock underneath Moshe so that he could sit down, and Aharon 

and Chur were on his sides, and they supported his hands so that they 

remained in the air.  What was the power of Moshe’s hands being in the 

air that caused Klal Yisroel to be victorious in their war?  Additionally, 

why did they place a stone underneath Moshe to sit on and have Aharon 

and Chur support his hands – why not just have stones support Moshe’s 

hands so that it stayed up?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on 

this topic, and support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

ן"רמב   means ”אמונה“ The word – ”ויהי ידיו אמונה“ 17:12 – 

remained firm.  Moshe Rabbeinu’s hands remained steadfast and firm in 

their raised position.  Moshe raised his ten fingers to the height of the 

Shomayim, to be Meramez to the ten Sefiros – to attach Klal Yisroel to 

Emunah, for that is what they were battling.   

 It is known that the – ”ויהי ידיו אמונה“ 17:12 – אך פרי תבואה 

hands are a Remez to Chesed and Gevurah.  The right side represents 

Chesed, while the left side represents Gevurah.   One who occupies 

himself with the Mitzvos of Hashem, causes him to overpower the “right 

hand” of Kedusha.  One who conquers his Yetzer Hara, he conquers the 

“left hand” of Kedusha.  If one puts aside the Mitzvos of Hashem, and 

follows after the love for himself, then the Sitra Achara (The Satan) takes 

control of the right side.  If one Chas V’sholom acts with cruelty, then 

the left side goes under the control of the Sitra Achara.  When the Posuk 

says that Moshe raised his hands, he was raising his hands to the side of 

Kedusha, so that Klal Yisroel should be able to overpower the evil 

powers of Amalek.  When Moshe put his hands down, that represented 

that the Sitra Achara had control – Amalek could overpower Klal Yisroel.  

The hands of Moshe became fatigued, so they put a stone beneath him.  

The main part of Avodas Hashem, is that one should do everything only 

out of his love for Hashem.  However, from that Madreiga, it is very easy 

to fall, and therefore, in addition to love of Hashem, one also needs Yiras 

Hashem – fear of being punished.  The stone represented the Midah of 

Yirah, as it says in Tehillim 118:22 “אבן מאסו הבונים” – “The stone 

despised by the builder.” The Sha’arei Orah explains that Avos did not 

want to grab hold of this Midah of Yirah: Avrohom was the Midah of 

Chesed, and Yitzchok was the Midah of Gevurah.  It was only Dovid 

Hamelech who took hold of the Midah of Malchus, which is the Midah of 

Yirah.  Klal Yisroel needed both the Midah of Ahavah and the Midah of 

Yirah.  Aharon and Chur supported the hands of Moshe – Aharon was 

the one who worked diligently to get others to perform many Mitzvos 

(Midah of Ahavah), while Chur, the son of Miriam, was one who worked 

diligently to get others to have Yiras Ha’onesh (Midah of Yirah).  One 

must do all of this with complete Emunah in Hashem.   

ם"מלבי    The reason that Moshe – ”וידי משה כבדים“ 17:12 – 

Rabbeinu’s hands were weak and could no longer remain upright, was 

because Klal Yisroel were lacking in the proper Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, their hearts were not complete with Hashem.  The 

Chumriyos, Gashmiyos, overpowered the Ruchniyos.  

“ 17:10,12 – רבינו אפרים  וידי משה כבדים... ומשה אהרן וחור ” – 

Moshe, Aharon, and Chur are K’neged the three Avos.  The reason that 

Moshe Rabbeinu was no longer able to keep his hands up was because 

Klal Yisroel weakened their hands from Torah, therefore, Moshe 

Rabbeinu’s hands were weak and could not remain up.  

י"רש   Amalek made a – ”ויהי ידיו אמונה עד בא השמש“ 17:12 - 

calculation using astrology to determine the most auspicious time for 

them to defeat Klal Yisroel.  Moshe Rabbeinu spread his hands in faith 

Heavenward in faithful and proper prayer.  Amalek was completely 

befuddled, for being that the sun remained in the sky, their time was 

completely off.   

“ 17:12 – ישא ברכה  ו אמונה עד בא השמשויהי ידי ” – According 

to Rashi’s explanation, that Moshe Rabbeinu spread his hands 

Heavenward in Tefilah, and his hands were of Emunah – what is the 

meaning of these words that his hands were of Emunah?  Amalek sought 

to eradicate Klal Yisroel’s Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and they 

claimed that everything is based upon astrology, and the time 

determines if it is a good or bad.  “,עמלק” with each letter spelled out, 

וףק, מדל, םמ, יןע  is the Gematria of עת, time.  Amalek wanted to fight 

with the time, but Moshe raised his hands towards Shomayim and was 

telling Klal Yisroel that they needed to raise their eyes Heavenward 

towards Hakodosh Boruch Hu and have Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

and then time does not matter.  When there is Emunah and Bitachon in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, He is “משנה עתים ומחליף הזמנים” – He changes 

the times for good.  The Gematria of אהרן and חור is also the Gematria 

of עת.  They supported the hands of Moshe to represent that they by 

their having Emunah in Hashem, the עת, will change for the good of 

those who have Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu. In thanks for what 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu did for Klal Yisroel, “ויבן משה מזבח” – Moshe built 

a Mizbe’ach, and these words too are equivalent to the Gematria of the 

word עת, for that is what Moshe was thanking Hakodosh Boruch Hu for.   

 Klal Yisroel – ”ויהי ידיו אמונה עד בא השמש“ 17:12 - העמק דבר 

needs to remember the hands of Moshe – that they must have complete 

Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, until “בא השמש” – the time will come 

when all of the world will recognize that everything is indeed from 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, with the coming of Moshiach.   

י"רש   Moshe sat on a stone and – ”אבן וישימו תחתיו“ 17:12 – 

not on pillows or cushions because he said, “Klal Yisroel is in a state of 

grief, so I too shall join them and sit on a stone.”   

חםמנ' ר   We learn from this that – ”אבן וישימו תחתיו“ 17:12 - 

when the Tzibur is in Tza’ar, one should not say that all is well with me 

so I have no reason to worry.  Rather, one should join in the Tza’ar of the 

Tzibur, for all who join in the Tza’ar of the Tzibur will be Zoche to see the 

Nechama of the Tzibur.  Similarly, if one does not join in the Tza’ar of the 

Tzibur, he will not be Zoche to join in their Nechama.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   – ”ויהי ידיו אמונה עד בא השמש“ 17:12 – 

Klal Yisroel was attacked by Amalek, and they needed to defend 

themselves.   However, it was not the sword of Klal Yisroel, rather it was 

the staff of Moshe, that defeated Amalek.  It is not the magic power of 

the staff, but the Emunah, the devoted trust in Hashem, that prevails 

over Amalek.  אמונה connotes a description of character, or the meaning 

of some object.  Here, Moshe’s hands signified Emunah.  Aharon and 

Chur were at Moshe’s sides as the representatives of the people.  It was 

not the leader’s Emunah, but it was the people’s Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu which was inspired by the leader – Moshe Rabbeinu, that led 

to victory.   

“ Devorim 28:1 – בן איש חי  ...והיה אם שמוע ” – It is known that 

the four fingers of the hand represent the four Malchiyos, (Bavel, Yavan, 

Paras and Modai, Edom) which included in those four kingdoms is all of 

the other kingdoms of the world.  The thumb, is a Remez to Klal Yisroel, 

and is therefore separated from the other fingers.  As it says in Bamidbar 

 Behold, it is a nation that will dwell in“ – ”הן עם לבדד ישכון“ 23:9

solitude and not be reckoned among other nations.”  The four fingers all 

gave three knuckles, while the thumb only has two.  The reason is 

because Klal Yisroel are directly connected to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

there need not be any intermediary.  Therefore there are two parts to 

the thumb, representing the relationship of Hakodosh Boruch Hu to Klal 

Yisroel direct, as Hakodosh Boruch Hu is called the אלקי ישראל – the G-d 

of Klal Yisroel.  However, as far as the other nations of the world, they 

are not directly connected to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and they need an 

intermediary.  They need Heavenly ministering angels to be their go 

between.  This is represented by the four fingers having three parts.  

One part representing Hakodosh Boruch Hu, one part representing the 

nation, and the middle part of the finger representing their need for an 

intermediary between them and Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Therefore, to 
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the other nations of the world, Hakodosh Boruch Hu is called ,  אלקי

 showing that there is an intermediary between Hakodosh – האלקים

Boruch Hu and the other nations of the world.  Mishlei 7:2 “ שמר מצותי

ותורתי כאישון עיניך, וחיה ” – “Heed My commandments and live, and 

heed My Torah as the apple of your eyes.”  Mishlei 7:3 “ קשרם על

כתבם על לוח לבך, אצבעתיך ” – “Bind them on your fingers, inscribe them 

on the tablet of your heart.”  We understand that one should inscribe 

the Torah on the tablet of his heart, but what does the Posuk mean 

when it says that we should bind it on our fingers?  It is by looking at 

one’s fingers that one can discern between Klal Yisroel and all of the 

other nations of the world – Klal Yisroel has that direct connection, 

something that no other nation has.  Devorim 4:4 “ ' ם בדואתם הדבקי

 Attach yourselves to Hashem your G-d” for you do not need“ – ”אלקיכם

an intermediary, and therefore, “חיים כולכם היום” – through Torah, 

which is called “חיים” – life, it will give one eternal life.  This is in contrast 

to all of the other nations of the world who are not allowed to learn 

Torah, for they do not have that direct connection.   

תנו רבנן ושננתם שיהו דברי תורה מחודדים “ – 30a – קידושין 

בפיך שאם ישאל לך אדם דבר אל תגמגם ותאמר לו אלא אומר לו מיד 

וח ואומר קשרם על אצבעתיך כתבם על ל, שנאמר אמר לחכמה אחתי את

 The Rabbonon taught in a Braisa:  And you shall teach them“ – ”לבך

thoroughly.  This should be sharply honed in your mouth to the point 

that if someone asks you something about a topic in the Torah, you will 

not stammer before you answer him, but will be able to answer him 

immediately.  We see this from the Posuk, Say to wisdom: you are my 

sister,” and the Posuk, “Tie them upon your fingers; inscribe them upon 

the tablet of your heart.” 

א"מהרש   – Kiddushin 30b – “קשרם על אצבעתיך” – The 

Gemara says that one must know his Torah study well, and we learn it 

from the Posuk that one should bind the Torah to his fingers.  How does 

that indicate that one knows his Torah thoroughly?  The Gemara is 

telling us that one must understand the Torah so clearly that he would 

not even need to speak to explain the topic at hand, but would be able 

to make hand motions to explain that which needed to be explained.   

 The hands – ”קשרם על אצבעתיך“ Kiddushin 30b - בן יהוידע 

represent action. The Gemara is telling us that it is not enough for one to 

know the topics of the Torah so clearly that he can speak it with words, 

rather he must know it so well that he can bring the Sugya down all the 

way to Halacha Lma’aseh, and give the proper P’sak.    

“ Kiddushin 30b - בניהו  תיךקשרם על אצבע ” – We can learn 

from the fingers how one should learn the Torah.  When one looks at his 

fingers, he will see that they are different sizes, and the thumb is also far 

from the other fingers.  However, when he makes a fist, although they 

were different sizes and not all together, they all come together to make 

one fist.  So too with Torah, although certain topics of Torah may seem 

to be different sizes and far away from each other, nonetheless, if one 

uses intellect and understanding, he will see how they can all be 

connected.   

 This refers to – ”קשרם על אצבעתיך“ Nedarim 62a – בן יהוידע 

Talmud Torah Lishma, in order to sweeten the five Gevruos in the Ende 

letters ך"מנצפ , which is represented by the five fingers.  Another P’shat 

can be explained according to Rabbeinu Bachya who says that the five 

fingers represent the five senses of a person.  One should learn the 

Torah will all of his senses.  Another P’shat is that one should learn 

Torah in order to perform the Torah.  The fingers refer to the actions – it 

is not enough for one to learn Torah, but he must learn it in order to 

perform it.   

י שטייף"מהר   – ”Moshe“ – ”וידי משה כבדים“ 17:12 – 

represents the Torah, as the Gemara in Sukkah 39a tells us that the 

Gemara says, “משה שפיר קאמרת” – “Moshe, you said well” – “Moshe” 

refers to the one who said a P’shat in Torah.  The Mechilta says that 

when the Posuk says “ויקחו אבן” it refers to the Avos Hakdoshim.  When 

the Posuk says, “וישב עליה,” it refers to the Imahos.  “ ואהרן וחור תמכו

 This is a Remez to the three Amudim, pillars upon which the – ”בידיו

world stands: Torah, Avodah, and Gemilas Chasodim.  Moshe is the 

Amud Hatorah, Aharon is the Amud Ha’avodah, and Chur, who is the son 

of Miriam (she was the one who was busy helping the newborn babies in 

Mitzrayim, and it was in her Zechus that there was a Be’er for Klal Yisroel 

to have water in the Midbar), is the Amud of Gemilas Chasodim.  “ ויהי

 In the Zechus of Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the Avos – ”ידיו אמונה

and Imahos, and Moshe, Aharon, and Chur representing the three 

Amudim, that Klal Yisroel defeated Amalek.   

 It says in – ”ויהי ידיו אמונה עד בא השמש“ 17:12 - הדר זקנים 

the Medrash Shocher Tov that Moshe was not able to defeat Amalek 

until he mentioned the Zechus of the Avos. “אמונה” – This refers to 

Avrohom Avinu, as the Posuk in Bereishis 15:6 says about Avrohom 

Avinu, “ 'והאמן בד  This refers to Yitzchok Avinu, as it says in – ”עד בא“  ”.

Bereishis 24:62 “השמש“  ”.ויצחק בא מבוא” – This refers to Yaakov Avinu, 

as it says in Bereishis 28:11 “וילן שם כי בא השמש.”  

אלקי אברהם אלקי יצחק ואלקי “ – Shemoneh Esrei – עץ יוסף 

 The G-d of Avrohom, the G-d of Yitzchok, and the G-d of“ – ”יעקב

Yaakov.”  This is said in the first Brocha of Shemoneh Esrei.  Why do we 

need to repeat “אלקי” – why not just say, “ קבאלקי אברהם יצחק ויע ?”  

Avrohom came to the recognition of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Although he 

passed that down to his son, Yitzchok, in addition to what Yitzchok 

received from his father, he came to his own recognition of the Borei 

Olam. The same applies to Yaakov, where he received the Mesorah from 

his father and grandfather of their G-d, in addition, he came to his own 

recognition of the Borei Olam.  This is why we stress, “the G-d” of all 

three, for they all came to their own recognition.   

א מבלזא"מהר   – 17:12 “ תמכו בידיו מזה אחד ומזה ואהרן וחור 

 Brochos 12a – Whoever does not – ”אחד ויהי ידיו אמונה עד בא השמש

say, “אמת ויציב” in the morning, and “אמת ואמונה” in the evening, has 

not fulfilled his obligation, as it says in the Posuk, “ , להגיד בבקר חסדך

 is going on the ”אמת ויציב“ Rashi there explains that  ”.ואמונתך בלילות

Chesed of Hakodosh Boruch Hu that He took Klal Yisroel out of 

Mitzrayim, and split the Yam for them, and “אמת ואמונה” – refers to the 

future, that we must yearn and believe that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will 

fulfill His words, and we will be Zoche to the final Geulah.  We can 

explain this Posuk based on the words of this Posuk.  “ מזה אחד ומזה

 From this side and this side” – Krias Shema in the morning and“ – ”אחד

Krias Shema at night – when we are Mekabel Ol Malchus Shomayim.  We 

must remember that Hakodosh Boruch Hu took us out of Mitzrayim, and 

have Emunah in the coming of Moshiach.   

ואהרן וחור תמכו בידיו מזה אחד “ 17:12 - מעין בית השואבה 

 Aharon was one who loved – ”ומזה אחד ויהי ידיו אמונה עד בא השמש

peace, ran after peace, loved people, and brought them close to Torah.  

Chur fought the battles of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, as we see that he tried 

to get the people not to make the Eigel, and was killed for it.  The Posuk 

says, “אחד” twice, for each one had their own unique Midah in serving 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  They each supported Moshe, and Moshe took 

their Middos and combined them.   

 Perhaps now we can understand what the purpose of Moshe 

Rabbeinu raising his hands for all to see, and for Aharon and Chur to 

support those hands.  Moshe Rabbeinu was telling Klal Yisroel that they 

needed to strengthen their Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  They 

needed to look at their hands, and see that the thumbs, representing 

Klal Yisroel, only have two knuckles, because they have a direct 

connection to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  They were also to look at the 

thumb and see the two parts of the thumb as remembering that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu took Klal Yisroel out of Mitzrayim, and we must 

yearn and believe in the final Geulah.  It is in the Zechus of the Avos that 

Klal Yisroel were Zoche to defeat Amalek, and it will be the Zechus for us 

to be Zoche to the final Geulah.  However, Moshe Rabbeinu was telling 

Klal Yisroel that in addition to the Zechus Avos, each person must find 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu in his own way.  Moshe Rabbeinu combined the 

Chesed of Avrohom(Aharon), the Din of Yitzchok (Chur), and the Torah 

of Yaakov (Moshe), for that is the goal of every Yid.  May we be Zoche to 

infuse ourselves with proper Emunah of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and in 

addition, come to our own unique recognition of the Ribbono Shel Olam.  

In this Zechus, may we be Zoche to see the Geulah Shlaima,  במהרה

 .בימינו אמן


