
 

  )'כו' יא(ראה אנכי נת לפניכ	 היו	 ברכה וקללה 

See, I place before you today a blessing and a curse (11:26). 
 

The passuk says, (Yirmiya 13:16), “Listen and give ear, do not be haughty, for Hashem 

has spoken.” On this, the Medrash (Devarim Rabbah 4:2), explains, listen - to the words of Torah, 

and give ear - to the words of Torah, do not be haughty – do not send back the good that is 

supposed to come to this world. (The Hebrew word תגבהו, usually translates as, haughty. Here, the 

Medrash translates it by another possible interpretation – raise or send back). For Hashem has 

spoken – when did he speak? When He said, (Yeshaya 1:19, 20), “If you are willing and obey, 

you will eat from the good of the land. But if you refuse and you rebel, you will be devoured by the 

sword, for the mouth of Hashem has spoken.” The Medrash asks, what does the passuk mean, “If 

you are willing and obey etc? The Medrash explains that the Torah came to this world along with 

a sword (see Bereishis 3:24 where the passuk speaks about guarding the ‘Eitz Hachaim’ which 

refers to the Torah and the same passuk speaks about the ‘turning sword’). This implies that if the 

Torah is kept, we are saved from the sword and if not, we will be cut down by the sword. The 

Medrash ends of, that this is what Hashem told the Jewish people (in this week’s parsha), if you 

do My will, the good and blessing is before you, and if not, the curse is before. 

The Zera Shimshon asks the following questions on this Medrash: 

Firstly, what problem did the Medrash have with the passuk “If you are willing and obey 

etc. the passuk is very straight forward – when we do what Hashem wants, we receive blessings 

and vice versa. Another question with the Medrash is the way the Medrash ends off. The Medrash 

says, this is what Hashem told the Jewish people, if you do My will, the good and blessing is 

before you, and if not, the curse is before you. Why doesn’t the Medrash say, and if not (you do 

not do My will), the bad and the curse is before you, the same way it says if you do My will the 

good and blessing is before you? 

To answer this, the Zera Shimshon brings another Medrash.  

The passuk says (Iyov 41:3), (Hashem says), “Who preceded me and I will reward him.” 

The Medrash (Tanchuma Emor 7) explains this passuk to mean that Hashem is saying, that any 

time a person does a Mitzva, it is always preceded by his receiving a gift from Hashem. The 

Torah says that one must build a fence on the roof of his house. This is only possible if Hashem 

first provided him with a house. The same is true with the Mitzva of Tzitzis - one must first have a 

garment before he does the Mitzva. As well, one can only perform Bris Mila once he has a son, 

and so on. We see from here that first Hashem provides the person with the good and then, 

through a person’s doing of the Mitzvos, he brings more blessing to himself. However, when one 

does not do the Mitzvos, he causes that the good he supposed to receive, even before the Mitzva, 

to be ‘sent back’.  

This is the meaning of the Medrash - listen - to the words of Torah, and give ear - to the 

words of Torah, do not be haughty – do not send back the good that is supposed to come to you in 

this world. 

This is why the Medrash asks, what does the passuk mean, “If you are willing and obey 

etc? Which is seemingly a straight forward warning. However, based on the previous Medrash, 

this passuk seems to imply that only once we listen and obey, will we receive the good, contrary 

to what the Medrash Tanchuma seems to say, that the good first comes to a person and only if he 

sins, he causes it to become obstructed? This is the Medrash’s question. 

On this, the Medrash answers that the Torah came to this world along with a sword etc. 

meaning that Torah, which contains within it all the commandments, implies that if there are 

Mitzvos, that must mean that one will first be the beneficiary of Hashem’s goodness before he 

will be able to keep the Mitzvos. By saying this, the Medrash is explaining that the correct order is 

- first Hashem sends good to a person and with that good one is enabled to keep the Mitzvos. 

This is why the Medrash ends off by saying - if you do My will, the good and blessing is 

before you and if not, the curse is before, and not - the bad and the curse is before you. Since the 

good precedes the keeping of the Mitzvos and the blessings comes after. Whereas there is no bad 

that precedes the transgression of the Mitzvos, only curses that come afterward.  
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Re’eh 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל נחמב רב  שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז שמשו�הזרע בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 

~ By sinning, a person 

sends back the good & 

blessing he is supposed to 

receive 

~ Even before a person 

does the Mitzvos, he is a 

beneficiary of Hashem's 

goodness - which enables 

him to perform the 

Mitzvos 


