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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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Megodim, and Rav Yissochor Ber of Zlotchov, the author of Mevaser Tzedek and Bas Eini. 

What better place could there be for a young Torah prodigy such as Rav Levi Yitzchok than 

Levertov? 

As time went on, Rav Levi Yitzchok’s discontent manifested itself in his physical 

appearance. 

“Why do you look so drawn?” his father-in-law asked him. 

“Every night I dream,” he said, “that I must go study with Rav Schmelke.” 

“Very well. If your heart is so set on it, then you must go.” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok became one of the star talmidim that Rav Schmelke brought to the 

holy Rebbe Rav Ber, the Maggid of Mezeritch and successor to the Ba’al Shem Tov as leader 

of the Chassidic movement. The others were Rav Yisrael, who later became the Maggid of 

Kozhnitz, and Rav Yaakov Yitzchok, who later became known as the Chozeh of Lublin. 

There was another young prodigy living in Ryczywohl at the time Rav Levi Yitzchok 

became its Rav. His name was Rav Uziel Meisels, and he was the future author of Kerem 

Shlomo, Tiferes Uziel and Eitz HaDaas Tov. Recently married, he was living in the home of 

his wealthy father-in-law while he was learning Torah. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok was a fiery Chassid of the Maggid of Mezeritch and emulated his 

ways. When he prayed or made berochos, his body trembled uncontrollably, and he would cry 

out at the top of his lungs in an ecstasy of devotion. Rav Uziel was not accustomed to this kind 

of behavior. It offended his sensibilities, and he disapproved. Since he was wealthy and 

learned, he felt no need to conceal his distaste for Rav Levi Yitzchok’s behavior, even though 

Rav Levi Yitzchok was the Rav of the city. 

The first time Rav Uziel attended one of Rav Levi Yitzchok’s deroshos, he sat quietly 

among the people with his hands folded in his lap, listening to the Rav’s words with intense 

concentration. Rav Levi Yitzchok began by posing a number of sharp and perplexing 

questions regarding a difficult sugya. Then he rigorously proved one point after another with 

numerous citations and seemingly impeccable logic, laying foundation upon foundation until 

he had built a stunning intellectual edifice and resolved all the questions and difficulties in 

one sweeping revelation of the true meaning of the sugya. 

Those among the audience who were able to follow the intricacies of Rav Levi 

Yitzchok’s reasoning were awed by his insight and genius. Rav Uziel, however, was not so 

impressed. He pointed out an inconsistency in Rav Levi Yitzchok’s reasoning, whereby the 

entire edifice collapsed. Rav Levi Yitzchok listened quietly. Then he nodded his head and 

walked away. Rav Uziel felt it was his duty to expose the Rav’s flaws, and he was pleased that 

he had done so. In the course of the next few months, this scenario repeated itself several 

times. Rav Levi Yitzchok would deliver a dazzling derosha, and Rav Uziel would dismember it 

with a few surgical arguments and questions. 

One time, Rav Uziel had occasion to travel to a distant town, and his father-in-law 

placed his carriage drawn by three fine horses and his coachman at his disposal. As he 

traveled along the road in plush comfort, he noticed a Jewish man with a bundle slung over 
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his shoulder trudging along the roadside. Rav Uziel ordered his coachman to stop the 

carriage. 

“Sholom Aleichem,” he called out to the traveler. 

“Aleichem sholom,” the man replied. 

“Where are you going?” asked Rav Uziel. “Perhaps I can give you a lift. Why should you 

tire yourself out going on foot when you can ride in comfort with me?” 

“I am going to Mezeritch,” said the man. 

“Perfect. We will be passing that town, and it will be my pleasure to take you to your 

destination.” 

The man smiled. “Thank you so much. I will gladly take you up on your offer.” 

Rav Uziel helped the man into the carriage. Then he gave the signal to his coachman, 

and they continued on their way. 

Rav Uziel extended his hand. “My name is Uziel Meisels. And what is yours?” 

“I am Elimelech. You can call me Meilech.” 

“You look like a Talmid Chochom, Rav Meilech. I would love to hear some words of 

Torah from you.” 

Rav Meilech shook his head. “It is true that I try to learn a little bit, but I can see that 

you are the one who is the Talmid Chochom. And you are obviously wealthy. Torah and 

greatness in one place! No, Rav Uziel, it is you who should be saying words of Torah.” 

“Well, perhaps later. By the way, Rav Meilech, where are you from?” 

“I’m from Lizhensk.” 

“Lizhensk? You are certainly a long way from home. And you’re going to Mezeritch?” 

“Yes.” 

“Very interesting. Why are you going to Mezeritch? What business do you have there?” 

“That is where my Rebbe is. I am going to learn Torah from him.” 

“And who is your Rebbe?” 

Rav Meilech’s face lit up. “The Rebbe Rav Ber, the holy Maggid of Mezeritch.” 

Rav Uziel stroked his beard and knitted his brows. “You are not a young boy any more, 

Rav Meilech, and I can see just by looking at you that you’re a real Talmid Chochom in your 

own right. Why then must you travel so far to learn Torah? Is he such a genius? Does he have 

what no one else possesses?” 

“My Rebbe’s greatness in Torah has no bounds. The entire world is open before him, 

and when he speaks, I catch glimpses of the ultimate truth of the universe.” 

Rav Uziel was intrigued. “If he is indeed so great, I would like to meet him and see his 

greatness for myself. Do you think I could come with you to Mezeritch? Would he meet me?” 

“I’m sure he would,” said Rav Meilech. 

When they reached Mezeritch, Rav Uziel alighted from the carriage together with Rav 

Meilech. He instructed his coachmen to stable the horses and get him a room at the inn. Then 
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he walked together with Rav Meilech to the house of the Maggid of Mezeritch. 

The attendant who opened the door solemnly shook their hands. He nodded familiarly 

to Rav Meilech and asked both of them to wait. It would be a few minutes before the Maggid 

could see them. Other than that, they did not speak. The attendant did not ask who Rav Uziel 

was. As they waited, Rav Uziel saw that Rav Meilech grew more excited by the minute, and he 

too felt his breath quicken with anticipation. 

Finally, the door opened, and they were shown into the Maggid’s presence. Rav Uziel 

took one look at the Maggid’s face, alight with a spiritual glow such he had never seen before, 

and he shrank back. 

“Now, whom should I greet first?” said the Maggid. “Should it be you, Meilech, because 

you are a Talmid Chochom? But our guest is also a Talmid Chochom, and a wealthy man 

besides. Perhaps I should greet him first.” He closed his eyes and mulled over this question for 

a moment. Then he looked up. “Sholom aleichem, Meilech! Sholom aleichem, Rav Uziel!” 

Rav Uziel was so flabbergasted that it took him a moment to gather his wits and 

respond. How could the Maggid, who had never laid eyes on him, know his name? 

“Aleichem sholom,” he finally managed to say. 

“Where are you from, Rav Uziel?” said the Maggid. 

“Ryczywohl.” 

“Ah, Ryczywohl. So you know my talmid Rav Levi Yitzchok.” 

“Yes, I do.” 

“What do you say to his brilliance and vast knowledge? He is an amazing genius. 

Wouldn’t you agree?” 

Rav Uziel did not want to contradict the Maggid, but he felt compelled to answer 

honestly. He cleared his throat and took a deep breath. 

“Actually,” he said, “I am not very impressed with him.” 

The Maggid lifted his eyebrows. “And why would you say that?” 

“Because on a number of occasions I’ve pointed out errors and inconsistencies in his 

derashos, and each time, he nodded his head and retracted.” 

“Indeed?” said the Maggid. “I would like to hear more about this. Do you happen to 

recall any of these derashos that you refuted?” 

“Yes, I do.” 

“Good. Then tell me what he said and also the errors you pointed out.” 

Rav Uziel had a phenomenal memory, and he was able to repeat several of Rav Levi 

Yitzchok’s derashos almost word for word. Then he posed the arguments whereby he had 

forced Rav Levi Yitzchok to retract his words. 

“Very well,” said the Maggid when he was finished. “I want you to listen closely while I 

explain to you what Rav Levi Yitzchok said and meant, and you will see that there was no basis 

at all for the objections you raised.” 
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The Maggid patiently explained what Rav Levi Yitzchok had said, and as he spoke, and 

as the structure of the argument was reconstructed with great clarity, all the objections were 

shown to be baseless. Rav Uziel suddenly realized that this was exactly what Rav Levi Yitzchok 

had intended –that it was he who had misunderstood. He found it deeply disturbing that he 

should have missed the essential points of the derashos when the logic was so clear. And at 

the same time, he was overcome with amazement at the genius of the Maggid before whose 

eyes, it seemed, the entire Torah, the revealed and the hidden, lay open like a book. 

“Rebbe, you are the light of Yisrael!” he cried out. “I am so grateful that I now see the 

truth in Rav Levi Yitzchok’s words. It is so clear now, that I cannot imagine how I did not see 

it before. But I don’t understand why he retracted. Why didn’t he just answer my questions?” 

“He certainly could have done that,” said the Maggid. “But he does not care about his 

own honor, and he didn’t want to humiliate you.” 

As soon as he left the room, Rav Uziel sent the carriage and coachman back with a 

message to his family that he would be staying in Mezeritch for an extended time. He had 

found the wellspring of Torah from which he would drink for the rest of his life. 

n 

Dvar Torah 

When Hashem considered the enterprise of creation, the Medrash tells us, the Divine 

aspect of Truth objected. So what did Hashem do? He took Truth and hurled it to the earth, as 

it is written (Tehillim 85:12): “Truth will sprout from the earth”. 

What is this Medrash telling us? What was Truth’s objection and how did Hashem’s 

action address the objection? What is the meaning of Hashem hurling Truth to the earth? 

The mission of a person in this world, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, is to be a seeker of 

truth. He should try to discern the ultimate purpose of his existence and avoid being 

distracted from this quest by the demands of everyday life. He should try to distinguish that 

which is true and meaningful in life from that which is false and illusory. 

The Divine aspect of Truth objected to creation, because it was almost inevitable that 

humankind would be distracted by the needs and rewards of material existence and would 

thereby be deflected from the quest for truth. Instead of drawing closer to Hashem, 

humankind would drift further and further away from Him. 

Hashem considered this a valid objection, and He responded by hurling Truth to the 

earth. In other words, He implanted the need for Truth in the selfsame material world that 

threatened to be a distraction. He made it that all relationships required truthfulness. A 

person would not be able to conduct a solid relationship with his spouse, his children, his 

friends or his business associates if he were known to be a liar; of course, he could still lie and 

conceal his duplicity, but that would prove a difficult task. Therefore, in order to function in 

society people would need to condition themselves to be truthful. Once they developed within 

themselves a healthy respect for the truth, they could be truthful with themselves and embark 

on the quest for the ultimate truths in life. 
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  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

� עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ � הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ �צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ	 [ ָ�  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל 
 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
 ְ�ַרֲחִמי1 ֶ�ְ	ַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ& ֵוא/ֵהי ֶא/ֵקינ& 'ה י-נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________ת �ַ /��ֵ 

ל 2ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע3ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי�&ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, העו3ֶֹ  ֶ��ִני ַהטוֹב ַמֲע3ֶה 2ָל &ְבָרצוֹ�
/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ & חַ ר& �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ &, לאֵ ָר 3ְ יִ  -ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ י לִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ לְ ת &כ&זְ לִ 
 .י1יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר&1 צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ �פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ	 � ֶ� צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________יק ִד צַ 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzei

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 25th of Tishrei ~ Begins 
� Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev (1740

Reb Shmelke of Nikolsburg, he traveled to Mezritch and became a close 

of Mezritch. Following posts at Zelichov and Pinsk, he spent the last twenty

life in Berditchev. His teachings are conta

He is traditionally mentioned with his mother’s name, Sora Sosha, (5570/1809);

� Rav Moshe Sofer, the Chasam Sofer

Nosson Adler of Frankfurt and Rav Pincha

the Maggid of Mezritch). He was born in Frankfurt

Boskovitz in Moravia. He married the daughter of the 

brother-in-law, Rav Hirsch. Unfortunately, Rav Hirsch eventually lost all his money, and the 

Chasam Sofer took a position as 

Dresnitz, Rav Moshe moved to Mattersdorf. The 

Pressburg in Tishrei of 1806, and he occupied that position for thirty

petira of his first wife, Rav Moshe married the daughter of Rav Akiva Eiger. She bore the 

previously childless Chasam Sofer

� Rav Dovid Matisyohu Rabinowitz

Rav Yechiel Yehoshua of Biala, (5758/1997);

� Rav Yehuda Leib, the Maggid

� Rav Binyomin of Zlazitz, a talmid

� Rav Yom Tov Lipman Helprin

� 26th of Tishrei ~ Begins 
� Rav Aharon of Zhitomir, mechaber

of Berditchev, he succeeded Rav Zev Wolf of Zhitomir (the 

appointment of the Kedushas Levi

talmidim, Rav Levi of Zhitomir, after he heard them, at the end of every 

(5577/1816); 

� Rav Osher (I) of Karlin, the Stoliner 

HaGodol of Karlin. When his father passed away, he was raised by his successor, Rav Shlomo 

Karliner, who became one of his main influences. Rav Osher later settled in Sto

[1826, per Hamodia 2006]; 

� Rav Yehuda Yudel Rosenberg

Radomsko, Poland, he served as 

Bais Din. In 1903, he published 

Nedorim. In 1905, he published 

the Torah according to the Zohar

� 27th of Tishrei ~ Begins Monday Night (Oct 16
� Rav Yitzchok HaZokein bar
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Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Begins Motzai Shabbos (Oct 14th) 
of Berditchev (1740–1809/5570). At the suggestion of his mentor, Rebbe 

Reb Shmelke of Nikolsburg, he traveled to Mezritch and became a close talmid

of Mezritch. Following posts at Zelichov and Pinsk, he spent the last twenty

life in Berditchev. His teachings are contained in the posthumously published 

He is traditionally mentioned with his mother’s name, Sora Sosha, (5570/1809);

Chasam Sofer of Pressburg (1762–1839/5600), who learned under Rav 

Nosson Adler of Frankfurt and Rav Pinchas HaLevi Horowitz, the Ba’al Haflo’a

of Mezritch). He was born in Frankfurt-am-Mein. His first position was as 

Boskovitz in Moravia. He married the daughter of the Rav of Prosnitz and was supported by his 

Hirsch. Unfortunately, Rav Hirsch eventually lost all his money, and the 

took a position as Rav in the Moravian city of Dresnitz. After five years in 

Dresnitz, Rav Moshe moved to Mattersdorf. The Chasam Sofer was appointed 

of 1806, and he occupied that position for thirty-three years. After the 

of his first wife, Rav Moshe married the daughter of Rav Akiva Eiger. She bore the 

Chasam Sofer three sons and seven daughters, (5600/1839);

vid Matisyohu Rabinowitz, Biala Rebbe of Bnei Brak, son of the 

Rav Yechiel Yehoshua of Biala, (5758/1997); 

Maggid of Ostraha, a talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov, (5526/1765);

talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov; 

Rav Yom Tov Lipman Helprin (Heilprin), mechaber of Kedushas Yom Tov

Begins Sunday Night (Oct 15th) 
mechaber of Toldos Aharon. A talmid muvhok of Rav Levi Yitzchok 

d Rav Zev Wolf of Zhitomir (the Ohr HaMeir

Kedushas Levi. His Divrei Torah were written down by one of his closest 

, Rav Levi of Zhitomir, after he heard them, at the end of every Shabbos

(I) of Karlin, the Stoliner Rebbe (1760–1828/5589), son of the Rebbe

of Karlin. When his father passed away, he was raised by his successor, Rav Shlomo 

Karliner, who became one of his main influences. Rav Osher later settled in Sto

Rav Yehuda Yudel Rosenberg (1859–1935/5696). Born in Skaraschev, a small town near 

Radomsko, Poland, he served as Rav in Tarlow, and at age twenty-five, he was appointed 

. In 1903, he published Yodos Nedorim, a commentary on Rashi and 

. In 1905, he published Sha’arei Zohar Torah, an attempt to organize the 

Zohar’s teachings, (5696/1935). 

~ Begins Monday Night (Oct 16th) 
bar Shmuel (the Ri HaZokein), of the Ba’alei Tosafos

Z 

MOTZAI SHABBOS BEREISHIS 

www.anshe.org 

stion of his mentor, Rebbe 

talmid of the Maggid 

of Mezritch. Following posts at Zelichov and Pinsk, he spent the last twenty-five years of his 

ined in the posthumously published Kedushas Levi. 

He is traditionally mentioned with his mother’s name, Sora Sosha, (5570/1809); 

1839/5600), who learned under Rav 

Ba’al Haflo’a (a talmid of 

Mein. His first position was as Rav in 

of Prosnitz and was supported by his 

Hirsch. Unfortunately, Rav Hirsch eventually lost all his money, and the 

in the Moravian city of Dresnitz. After five years in 

was appointed Rav of 

three years. After the 

of his first wife, Rav Moshe married the daughter of Rav Akiva Eiger. She bore the 

three sons and seven daughters, (5600/1839); 

of Bnei Brak, son of the Chelkas Yehoshua, 

, (5526/1765); 

Kedushas Yom Tov, (5555/1794). 

of Rav Levi Yitzchok 

Ohr HaMeir) upon the 

were written down by one of his closest 

Shabbos and Yom Tov, 

Rebbe, Rav Aharon 

of Karlin. When his father passed away, he was raised by his successor, Rav Shlomo 

Karliner, who became one of his main influences. Rav Osher later settled in Stolin, (5589/1828) 

1935/5696). Born in Skaraschev, a small town near 

five, he was appointed Av 

and Ran to Maseches 

, an attempt to organize the pesukim of 

Ba’alei Tosafos, (1120-
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1200). The Ri’s maternal grandfather was Rashi’s son-in-law, Rav Meir ben Shmuel. He 
was thus a nephew and a disciple of Rabbeinu Tam and the Rashbam (both sons of Rav 
Meir ben Shmuel). He was also a grandson of one of Rashi's leading students, Rav Simcha 
of Vitry (author of Machzor Vitry). The Ri directed the Yeshiva at Ramerupt, France, after 
Rabbeinu Tam moved to Troyes. Thereafter, he founded the Yeshiva at Dampierre. The Ri 
HaZokein succeeded Rabbeinu Tam as head of the academy in Ramerupt. Among Rav 
Yitzchok's talmidim were Rav Shimshon of Sens (who edited many of our Tosafos, wrote 
important works in his own right, and led three hundred families to settle in Eretz Yisrael 
in 1211), Rav Yitzchok ben Avrohom ("Ritzba") and Rav Boruch, author of Sefer 
HaTerumos. The Ri also was a Mekubol who lived an ascetic life and observed two days of 
Yom Kippur (presumably for the same reason that Jews in the Diaspora observe two days 
of other holidays). Ri had at least two sons, both of whom passed away during his lifetime: 
Rav Elchonon and Rav Shlomo, [Hamodia 2005: 1188], (4961/1200); 

� Rav Ephraim Zalman Shor, author of Tevuos Shor, (28thof Tishrei, according to Yated 
2006), (5394/1633); 

� Rav Elozor Roke’ach of Amsterdam, the Ma’aseh Roke’ach, (5502/1741); 
� Rav Nosson Tzvi Kenig, Rosh Kollel Breslov in Bnei Brak, (5758/1997). 

� 28th of Tishrei ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Oct 17th) 
� Rav Nachman Tzvi HaLevi of Kolomaya, son of Rav Yitzchok, Rav of Kolomaya, 

(5590/1829); 
� Rav Shmuel Landau of Prague, second son of the Noda BeYehuda, (5598/1837); 
� Rav Avrohom Eiger, the Admor of Lublin (1914-2000; Hamodia says 1916-2002). He 

was named after his father, the author of Shevet MiYehuda, who had passed away just 
three months before his birth on Erev Rosh Chodesh Iyar. He joined a long line of 
Admorim stretching back through his grandfather, Rav Shlomo Eiger, and his great-
grandfather, the great Rav Akiva Eiger, all the way to the founder of the dynasty, Rav 
Leibele Eiger, also known as the Toras Emes. He survived the war by escaping to 
Shanghai. In 1949, he moved to Eretz Yisrael, settling in Yerushalayim for a year, then 
setting up the Lubliner Bais Chassidim in Tel Aviv. In 1955, he moved to Bnei Brak, and in 
1963, he set up his Bais Medrash in the center of Zichron Meir, (5761/2000). 

� 29th of Tishrei ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Oct 18th) 
� Shimon HaTzaddik of the Anshei Knesses HaGedola, [Hamodia 2005: 711 BCE], (313 

BCE); 
� Rav Menachem Mendel of Vizhnitz (1830-1885), author of Tzemach Tzedek. Named 

for his grandfather, Rav Menachem Mendel Hager of Kossov (1768-1825), founder of the 
Vizhnitz dynasty. Born to Rav Chaim of Kossov, who betrothed him to Miriam, daughter of 
Rav Yisrael of Rizhin, when his son was only six years old. The wedding took place in 1844. 
In 1854, he moved to Vizhnitz, a small town at the foot of the Carpathian Mountains, thirty 
miles from the Romanian border. Shortly thereafter, his father was niftar. He assumed the 
mantle of Vizhnitz when he was only twenty-four. He was succeeded by his son, Rav 
Boruch, (5646/1885); 

� Rav Akiva Glasner. A descendant of the Chasam Sofer and of Rav Akiva Eiger, Rav 
Glasner succeeded his father, Rav Moshe Shmuel Glasner, as Chief Rav of Klausenberg, 
Rumania, in 1922, and served there until the deportation of the Jews in 1944. He was 
deported to Bergen-Belsen, but was saved from there on the famous "Kasztner train". 
(Rudolf Kasztner was a non-religious Hungarian Zionist who struck a deal with Adolf 
Eichmann to save some 1,700 Jews in exchange for trucks. Years later, an Orthodox Israeli 
journalist accused Kasztner of acting improperly, and Kasztner sued for libel. After a 
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celebrated trial, Kasztner lost. He was exonerated on appeal, but only posthumously, 
having been murdered in 1957. Among those saved by Kasztner was Rav Yoel Teitelbaum, 
the Satmar Rebbe. After the War, Rav Glasner lived in Zurich until his death at age 
seventy-one. His works include Dor Dorim and Ikvei HaTzon, (5717/1956); 

� Rav Shmuel Tzvi Danziger, Alexander Rebbe. The son of Rav Yechiel Danziger and 
brother of Rav Yerachmiel Yisrael Yitzchok Danziger (1853-1910). Rav Shmuel authored 
Tiferes Shmuel. His son, Rav Yitzchok Menachem Mendel Danziger (1880-1943; author of 
Akeidas Yitzchok), succeeded him as Rebbe, (5684/1923). 

� 30th of Tishrei ~ Begins Thursday Night (Oct 19th) 
� Rav Tzvi Hirsh Chayos, the Maharatz Chayos, Rav of Zolkov (1805-1855). Born in 

Brody to Rav Meir Chayos. He was a descendant of Rav Yitzchok Chayos, the Zera 
Yitzchok. The family could trace their lineage back to Dovid HaMelech. He received 
semicha at the age of twenty-one from Rav Ephraim Zalman Margulies, Rav of Brody. Two 
years later, he was appointed Rav of Zolokova. In 1854, he became Rav of Kalisch. He was 
the author of Sheilos U’Teshuvos Maharatz, Ateres Tzvi, and Divrei Horo’a. His thoughts 
on Shas are printed in the back of Gemoros used today. Rav Tzvi Hirsch’s son, Rav 
Yitzchok, was the mechaber of the sefer Siach Yitzchok on Maseches Makkos, 
(5616/1855); 

� Rav Moshe from Shershov, (5587/1826); 
� Rav Avrohom Dovid Wahrman of Butchatch (1771-1840). Born in Nadvorna, Galicia 

(today, in the Ukraine). In addition to learning with his father, Avrohom Dovid also 
studied under his uncle Rav Yehoshua Charif. At age ten, Avrohom Dovid became engaged 
to the daughter of Rav Tzvi Hirsch Kara of Butchatch, and he moved to that town to study 
under his future father-in-law. Beginning in 1791, Rav Avrohom Dovid served as Rav of 
Yazlowitz for twenty-four years. In 1814, Rav Tzvi Hirsch Kara died, and Rav Avrohom 
Dovid was offered the rabbinate of Butchatch in his place. It was there that he spent the 
remainder of his days. His best-known works are Da'as Kedoshim on parts of Shulchon 
Aruch Yoreh De’ah, and Eishel Avrohom on Shulchon Aruch Orach Chaim. The latter 
work is printed in the back of standard editions of the Shulchon Aruch. [Yated 2005 notes 
that Avrohom Oppenheim, author of Aishel Avrohom on Shulchan Aruch, was niftar on 
the 10th of Cheshvan], (5601/1840). 

� 1st of Cheshvan ~ Begins Friday Night (Oct 20th) 
� Rav Yosef Engel, Rav of Cracow and Vienna (1859-1919). Born in Austrian Poland, his 

Rebbe refused to teach him any longer when he reached the age of twelve, and between 
that age and his marriage at nineteen, he wrote eleven seforim. Among his seforim were 
Gilyonei HaShas, Shiv'im Ponim LaTorah Lekach Tov, Asvan D'Oraysa, and Bais 
HaOtzar, a Talmudic encyclopedia. His only child, Miriam, married the heir to the 
leadership of the Kotzker Chassidim, but he abdicated that position in order to remain 
near his father-in-law, Rav Yosef. At age forty-six, Rav Yosef left his wealthy father-in-
law's home and, for the first time, had to seek a living. He found a position as one of 
several rabbinical judges in Cracow. During World War I, Rav Yosef fled with hundreds of 
other Rabbonim to Vienna, where he died, (5680/1919); 

� Rav Yisrael Shapira (Spira), the Bluzhover Rebbe (1890-1989). A grandson of the Bnei 
Yissoschor, Rav Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov. His Divrei Torah on the parshos and Yomim 
Tovim were published by his talmidim in the sefer Shufra D’Yisrael in 2007, (5750/1989); 

� Rav Yissochor Dov Ber, the Velbrozher Rebbe, author of Avodas Yissochor, 
(5638/1877); 

� Rav Akiva Meir, Velbrozher Rebbe, the Divrei Ho’om, son of the Avodas Yissochor, 



10 � Bereishis / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

(5679/1918); 
� Rav Shmuel di Modena, the Maharashdam, [2nd of Cheshvan, according to Yated 

2006], (5306/1545). 



Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 



Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Sanegoran Shel YSanegoran Shel YSanegoran Shel YSanegoran Shel Yisraelisraelisraelisrael    

Rav Levi Yitzchok Derbarmdiger Rav Levi Yitzchok Derbarmdiger Rav Levi Yitzchok Derbarmdiger Rav Levi Yitzchok Derbarmdiger of Berditchevof Berditchevof Berditchevof Berditchev,,,,    25252525
thththth
    of of of of TishreiTishreiTishreiTishrei    

Mechaber of the Kedushas Levi 

The Passing of the Berditchever 

There is a tradition from the Maggid 
of Petriva and Rav Yisrael of Vizhnitz that 
Rav Levi Yitzchok passed away right after 
Sukkos. They related that the Berditchever 
grew weak after Yom Kippur, and his 
condition was life-threatening. He davened 
that he might live a little longer so that he 
would merit to fulfill the mitzva of waving 

the four species, which he yearned and 
waited for all year long. His tefillos were 
answered and he lived until Isru Chag (the 
day after Sukkos). He passed away on the 
night of the twenty-fifth of Tishrei. 

When news spread of his passing, 
one of the Chassidim of Rav Boruch of 
Mezhibuzh rushed to tell his Rebbe. Rav 
Boruch was known to criticize Rav Levi 
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Yitzchok’s ways, and the Chassid thought 
he was bringing “good” news. Instead, Rav 
Boruch practically fainted and began to cry 
and wail in distress. 

He admonished the harbinger of 
such terrible news. “Don’t think that when 
I spoke against Rav Levi Yitzchok I did so 
in order to diminish his stature or blemish 
his honor! Rav Levi Yitzchok rose to the 
loftiest levels, to the highest spiritual 
realms above that of even the ministering 
angels, and I was afraid they would harm 
him in their jealousy. Therefore I used 
trickery and guile to hide my intentions 
and pretended to belittle and mock his holy 
ways to silence their jealous accusations.” 

When Rav Nachman of Breslov 
talked about the passing of Rav Levi 
Yitzchok, he said, “Even the average 
individual should feel the loss of a Tzaddik 
such as Rav Levi Yitzchok. Everyone now 
feels that there is something lacking in the 
world. There is a depressed mood 
everywhere. One might feel it in his 
business, which no longer runs as smoothly 
as before. Another might feel it in his 
bones, which somehow seem displaced. If 
your eyes are truly open, you will see that 
the world has become dark, for a great light 
has been extinguished in the world. A great 
candle’s light has been snuffed out and the 
world has filled with a great darkness.” 

“The Berditchever said before he 
passed away that when he arrived in the 
next world he would not rest nor give any 
other Tzaddik respite until he succeeded in 
bringing Moshiach.” Thus spoke Rav 
Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel of Apta and 
Mezhibuzh on the day he left this world. 
Before he passed away, the Apter Rav cried 
and wailed about our bitter exile. Why does 
Moshiach ben Yishai tarry so long? That is 
when he mentioned the Berditchever’s 
promise. “However,” he concluded, “when 
he ascended on high, they showed him such 
lofty spiritual levels and engaged him in 
such magnificent supernal chambers that 
he grew distracted and forgot his mission. 

“I, however, will not forget!” 

Sources: 

Toldos Kedushas Levi (Munkacz) 8:103; 
see also Sichos HaRan 196. 

Toldos Kedushas Levi (Munkacz) 8:108; 
Eser Oros 3:22. 

Toldos Kedushas Levi (Munkacz) 8:105; 
see also Sichos HaRan 196. 

Otzar HaSippurim, vol. 18, p. 25. 

 

Once, the holy brothers, Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech of Lizhensk and Rebbe Reb 
Zusha of Hanipoli, arrived in the town of 
Ritshival where, at the time, Rav Levi 
Yitzchok, mechaber of the Kedushas Levi, 
was serving as Rav. He was still a young 
avreich at the time and this was his first 
position, though later he would be famous 
as the Rav of Berditchev. 

It was late at night and all the streets 
of Ritshival were dark. The only house that 
had any light emanating from it was Rav 
Levi Yitzchok’s, since he was up late 
studying Torah by candlelight. They 
knocked on the door and even at such a late 
hour the Rav was happy to receive them 
and graciously welcomed his unexpected 
guests. He set about fulfilling the mitzva of 
hachnossas orchim, setting up their beds 
for the night. When he finished they laid 
themselves down to sleep. 

As they laid down, the Berditchever 
continued his studies and devotions while 
they asked one another, “Who is this 
Rebbel’eh to whom Eliyohu HaNovi makes 
a regular appearance?” Rav Levi Yitzchok 
heard them speaking about him and 
understood that their pauper’s dress was 
but a ruse and that these were no simple 
travelers if they could discern such a thing.  

He turned to the two brothers and 
said, “Are you not the well-known brothers 
who are wandering in self-imposed exile 
from town to town and city to city across 
the land?”  



12 � Bereishis / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

“Yes,” they admitted.  

“Do you know how to learn?” he 
asked.  

“Yes,” they answered. “What about 
the hidden secrets of the Torah – can you 
study that as well?” he asked.  

“Yes,” answered the brothers.  

“And what about the kavonos, the 
Kabbalistic and divine secrets of the Birkas 
HaMozon – the Grace After Meals?” he 
asked further.  

“Yes, we know that as well,” 
answered the brothers. 

“Then please teach them to me!” 
asked Rav Levi Yitzchok. The two guests 
were unable to refuse their honorable 
host’s request and they explained the 
kavonos to him. Then, the Berditchever 
himself repeated these very same kavonos, 
except that he said them with vitality and 
with a certain special sanctity and holiness 
that made his words simply shine! The two 
guests were very taken with the way their 
host spoke, since they had never before 
heard such a recitation in such a way! 
When he finished he told them, “This is 
nothing; if you really wish to hear more, 
things such as you have never heard or 
dreamed of, let your legs take you on a 
journey to Mezritch, where the great 
Maggid lives and your souls will be 
enlivened!” 

The holy brothers, who understood 
the hidden secrets he had demonstrated 
and who had seen with their very own eyes 
how Eliyohu HaNovi’s presence here was a 
common occurrence, later traveled to 
Mezritch and became talmidim of the great 
Maggid, the holy Ba’al Shem Tov’s 
successor. 

(Sippurei Tzaddikim HaAchim Al 
HaKedoshim Rebbe Elimelech MiLizhensk 
veRebbe Zusha MeHanipoli – Brooklyn tav 
shin mem gimmel) 

 

 

Praying for your enemies 

 Before he became the Berditchever 
Rav, Rav Levi Yitzchok was harassed 
constantly because of his Chassidic 
tendencies.  

[In fact, due to his relentless 
harassments – the Chevraya Kaddisha, 
consisting of the ten top talmidim of the 
Mezritcher Maggid, put the Misnagdim in 
cheirim (excommunication). As soon as 
they uttered their cheirem, the Maggid 
stepped into the room and berated them 
for what they had done. He said that due to 
the cheirem they had pronounced, they 
would lose their ‘head’ that year (meaning 
the Maggid would pass away); however, 
they did gain that Chassidus would 
overtake the Misnagdim]. 

 Once, right before Shabbos, he was 
literally chased out of the town. Then, the 
townspeople took his Rebbetzin and his 
family and deposited them on a wagon full 
of animal dung and sent them on their way.  

 His Chassidim and talmidim were 
furious at this outright indignity. They ran 
to all of Rav Levi Yitzchok’s contemporary 
Tzaddikim in order request that they ask 
Hashem to punish these townspeople for 
their dastardly and unforgivable 
transgression. 

 However, they all replied that when 
they went to daven, they saw that Rav Levi 
Yitzchok was already there, beseeching 
Hashem to forgive them and not to let any 
harm come to these townspeople. 

 

Lamenting the destruction of the 
Bais HaMikdosh 

Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev 
once spent the night at a small, 
unassuming Jewish inn somewhere in 
Poland. As was his custom, he awoke at 
midnight to recite Tikkun Chatzos, the 
midnight lamentations for the destruction 
of the Bais Hamikdosh. 

When the innkeeper heard someone 
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crying in the middle of the night, he 
jumped out of bed to investigate. He was 
shocked to find the famous Chassidic Rav, 
Rav Levi Yitzchok, sitting on the floor, 
sobbing hysterically. “Rebbe,” he 
interrupted him, “what happened? Why are 
you crying?” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok told the innkeeper 
that he was crying over the destruction of 
the Bais HaMikdosh. 

“What’s that?” asked the innkeeper. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok explained that the 
Bais HaMikdosh was the one physical place 
on earth that housed Hashem’s presence. 
He described how the Kohanim offered the 
korbonos, and how the Jewish Nation’s 
tefillos were funneled directly to Hashem’s 
Holy Throne. He told the innkeeper how 
the Romans had destroyed our people’s 
glory, and that, as a result, we were 
dispersed among the nations. The 
innkeeper started crying bitterly at the 
immensity of the tragedy that had occurred 
to the Jewish people. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok tried to comfort 
the innkeeper. “Tisha b’Av is the day set 
aside to mourn the destruction of our Bais 
HaMikdosh,” he began. “The intensity of 
our mourning lessens at noon. Until noon 
we are not allowed to sit on a chair or do 
any work; after noon, we are allowed to sit 
on a chair and work. Yet, the actual 
destruction of the Bais HaMikdosh 
occurred at noon, and continued on until 
the following day. The Bais HaMikdosh 
burned from the afternoon of Tisha b’Av 
until the afternoon of the following day.” 
The innkeeper was confused. If the Bais 
HaMikdosh was burning, then it would 
seem that we should intensify our 
mourning, rather than make it less. 

“But we lessen our mourning 
because, with the destruction of the Bais 
HaMikdosh, Hashem took out His anger 
on bricks and stones – and not on our 
people. Had Hashem’s full wrath been 
directed to the Jewish people, we, the 

Jewish Nation, would have been completely 
destroyed. There would have been nothing 
left of us. So in a sense, it was a 
manifestation of Hashem’s loving-kindness 
that He destroyed the building – even such 
a holy building – instead of destroying our 
holy People.” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok continued 
speaking to the innkeeper, consoling him 
for the destruction of the mere bricks and 
stones that comprised the Bais 
HaMikdosh. “We must be so grateful, so 
happy, that Hashem took out His wrath on 
an edifice, and not on us, His beloved 
people. Come, let us dance, let us rejoice 
that Am Yisrael Chai, we, the Jewish 
People, are alive. We exist – could there be 
a greater reason for rejoicing?” 

And with that, the two men, the 
great Chassidic Rebbe, Rav Levi Yitzchok of 
Berditchev, and the simple innkeeper, 
started dancing. They danced in abandon, 
with sheer joy that Hashem in his mercy 
had kept His people alive. They danced and 
they danced – and continued dancing. They 
made so much noise that several of the 
Chassidim who were traveling with Rav 
Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev woke up from 
the ruckus.  

They ran into Rav Levi Yitzchok’s 
room and were surprised to see the Rebbe 
and the innkeeper prancing about like two 
young children, singing and clapping, 
twirling and prancing. 

“What happened? Why are you 
dancing?” one of them asked. 

The simple innkeeper stopped dead 
in his tracks. Spreading his hand wide, he 
broke into a beatific smile and beamed, 
“Because the Bais HaMikdosh was 
destroyed!” 

www.breslev.co.il – Sparks of Kindness 

http://www.breslev.co.il/articles/spirituality_and_faith/spiritual_gr

owth/... 
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Rectifying A Lost Soul 

When Rav Levi Yitzchok came to 
Berditchev he asked if anyone still 
remembered the great and holy Rav Leiber 
who was once there in Berditchev who had 
had a mikve. One of the elders spoke up 
that he remembered from when he was 
sixteen – he even remembered where the 
mikve was and he showed the Rav. Rav 
Levi Yitzchok asked them to dig there in 
that place; they dug but there was not 
enough water. They continued digging until 
they hit water, but it was so shallow that it 
only reached their knees. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok then asked if 
there were any other elders who might 
remember the shamash who used to clean 
the shul and who was found hanged (or, 
based on another tradition, burned)? They 
found another elder and he remembered 
the shamash who was at the time an elder 
himself who had hanged (or burned) 
himself. The Berditchever went together 
with the elders to the place where the 
mikve had been dug, not far from where 
Rav Leiber was buried, disrobed and placed 
one foot in the mikve and began to explain.  

Rav Leiber was the Rav before Rav 
Levi Yitzchok in Berditchev. He came to 
Rav Levi Yitzchok in a dream, telling him: 
“The shamash of the shul was a simple and 
pious individual who was greatly involved 
in serving Hashem. So much so that one 
Erev Shabbos while he was busy kindling 
the large candelabrum that hung as a 
chandelier from the shul’s ceiling, he asked 

Hashem, ‘Master of the World! What can I 
give to You? What can I do for You? I will 
give myself to You!’ And he hanged himself 
(or burned himself) mistakenly for the sake 
of Heaven. Since the shamash sinned by 
committing suicide, his soul knows no 
peace in the higher worlds.” 

“However,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok, 
“since his intentions were lofty, for the sake 
of Hashem, there is an opportunity to 
rectify his soul. Rav Leiber explained to me 
that the only way to rectify the shamash’s 
soul is for me to immerse myself in Rav 
Lieber’s mikve not far from his tziun.”  

And then the elder was able to see 
the departed soul of the shamash whom he 
recognized, standing there. Rav Levi 
Yitzchok turned to the soul of the shamash 
and said, “If you can help me get enough 
water to immerse I will be able to rectify 
you.” As soon as Rav Levi Yitzchok entered 
the pit, the mikve filled with enough water 
to immerse. (Another tradition says that as 
soon as they dug there was enough water, 
but it kept refilling with the dug earth and 
mud, until Rav Levi Yitzchok entered the 
pit and then it filled with water). 

Rav Levi Yitzchok then said, “Why 
should this shamash be considered guilty? 
Everything he did was really solely for 
Hashem!” So saying, he immersed and 
rectified the shamash’s soul. 

(Based on Kisvei Rav Yoshe #1 page 
120, Siach Sarfei Kodesh (Breslov) Vol III 
#614). 

 

Rav Moshe Sofer of PressburgRav Moshe Sofer of PressburgRav Moshe Sofer of PressburgRav Moshe Sofer of Pressburg, , , , 25252525
thththth
    of of of of TishreiTishreiTishreiTishrei    

The Chasam Sofer 

               Rav Moshe Sofer, better known by 
the name Chasam Sofer (from the title of 
his book, taken from the words Chiddushei 
Torah Moshe Sofer), was among the 
Ge’onim and Tzaddikim loved by all people 
and whose name is considered holy. 

               Rav Moshe Sofer was born on the 

7th of Tishrei 5524 (September 14, 1763) in 
Frankfurt-am-Main in Germany. His 
father, Rav Shmuel, was a man filled with 
wisdom and fear of Hashem, and he 
became known for his work as a scribe. 
This was a family profession, hence the 
name Sofer (“scribe” in Hebrew). Rav 
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Moshe’s mother was known in town as 
Reisel the Tzaddeikes because of her many 
acts of charity. 

               What follows is the story of Rav 
Moshe Sofer’s birth: For twenty years, Rav 
Shmuel and his wife, Reisel, were unable to 
have children, and they both multiplied 
their tefillos, fasts and gifts to tzedoka. At 
the end of these twenty years, Reisel 
conceived and gave birth to a boy. She felt 
the birth approaching on the day before 
Shabbos Shuva, around nighttime, and she 
was very much afraid of profaning Shabbos 
because of it. She sent for the Rav of the 
town, Rav Avrohom Abush, and asked him 
to help her by ordering that they wait until 
she give birth before welcoming Shabbos in 
shul, for normally Shabbos was received 
very early. Accepting her request, the Rav 
said, “It is certain that the child who will 
emerge from this Tzaddeikes will be among 
the great men of Klal Yisrael.” That child, 
of course, was Rav Moshe Sofer. 

               At the age of nine he began to 
study with one of the greats of his time, the 
Gaon and Chassid, Rav Nosson Adler of 
Frankfurt-am-Main. Even though he 
learned Torah from other great Rabbonim, 
Rav Moshe Sofer always considered Rav 
Nosson as his principle teacher. He ate and 
slept at the Rav’s home, learning not only 
Torah from him, but also how to conduct 
himself. He also learned Torah with Rav 
Pinchas Horowitz, mechaber of the 
Haflo’a. The young Moshe would deliver 
Chiddushei Torah from one of his Rebbes 
to the other. On the way, he thought up and 
wrote his own Chiddushim on those of the 
two Torah giants — Chiddushim that were 
printed many years later in his seforim. 

               In his old age he described to his 
talmidim the dedication he had for his 
teacher: “I was a faithful talmid of my 
teacher. I cut wood and drew water for him. 
And that is what supported me. Serving the 
Torah is more important than studying it.” 

               He also told his talmidim the 
following: 

               “One day I went with my teacher 
on a long journey during winter. While 
traveling he wanted to eat some bread that 
he had, but there was no water to wash his 
hands with. I got down from the wagon, 
took my teacher’s glass, and I filled it with 
ice. I held it with my two hands until the ice 
melted and became water, enough for him 
to wash his hands with, and then I gave it 
to him. I was a faithful talmid of my 
teacher, and I received his teachings 
directly from him.” 

               Rav Nosson did not want Rav 
Moshe to depend on him, but rather 
pushed him to be independent and known 
for his brilliant abilities and noble 
character. Even though he did not want to 
become a Rav, he was a faithful talmid, 
and after getting married he became the 
Rav of the community of Dresnitz in 
Moravia. He was then thirty-two years old. 
From there he moved to Prossnitz, then to 
the important Orthodox community of 
Mattersdorf, Hungary. As soon as he 
arrived there, he established a Yeshiva that 
talmidim flocked to from all around. 

               Rav Moshe stayed in Mattersdorf 
for eight years, and throughout Hungary he 
became famous as a Rav, Posek, and 
teacher of Torah. When the renowned Rav 
of Pressburg, Rav Meshulam Igra, passed 
away, people came to offer his position to 
Rav Moshe Sofer. 

               Rav Moshe became the Rav of 
Pressburg at the start of 5567 (1806), and 
he stayed there for thirty-three years. 

               Upon arriving in Pressburg, he 
opened a great Yeshiva from which Torah 
and its Halachic rulings emerged, as well 
as many great individuals who illuminated 
the Diaspora. Except on Tisha B’Av, he 
never missed giving courses to hundreds of 
talmidim. He even gave discourses on the 
night of Yom Kippur. 

               The talmidim who emerged from 
his Yeshiva helped him in his battle against 
those who wanted to introduce the Reform 
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movement to Pressburg. We know his 
famous saying: “That which is novel 
[literally, ‘the new harvest’] is forbidden by 
the Torah.” According to the Chasam 
Sofer, the Reform movement disavows the 
G-d of Yisrael and His Torah, as well as the 
Jewish people and their special traits. 

               The city of Pressburg would 
henceforth be known as “the Yerushalayim 
of Hungary”. Wherever they were in 
Pressburg, the eyes of Jews turned to the 
Chasam Sofer’s Bais Medrash. The greats 
of his generation sent him Halachic 
questions, and community heads and 
leaders traveled to Pressburg to get the 
Chasam Sofer’s advice and directives. 
Furthermore, Rav Moshe Sofer considered 
himself not only the Rav of the city, but 
also pushed himself, according to the needs 
of the hour, to take care of far-off 
communities, some of which were 
thousands of miles away. During that time 
people said, “From out of Pressburg comes 
the Torah.” 

               In 5593 (1833), the government 
agreed to give Jews equality under the law. 
The joy of the masses was immense, and 
the leaders of the city’s Jewish community 
asked their Rav to express his views on it. 
The Chasam Sofer stepped up to the 
podium and said, “In my opinion, not only 
is there no reason to rejoice in this, but on 
the contrary, this is a decision that we 
should regret. To what can this be 
compared? It is like the son of a king, 
whom his father exiled. After a certain 
time, the king sends him some builders to 
construct a palace for him abroad, but to 
the great surprise of the builders, the son 
bursts into tears and says, ‘Now I believe 
that I will stay in exile even longer. 
Otherwise, my father would not have taken 
the trouble to build me a palace here in 
exile.’” The Chasam Sofer continued and 
said, “Now, I am afraid that the King of 
kings wants to leave us in exile even 
longer.” He then burst into tears, he and 
the entire community with him. 

               Rav Moshe Sofer’s greatness in 
Torah was equaled, if perhaps surpassed, 
by his great humility. Responsa numbering 
1,370 were published in his name, without 
counting his commentaries on the Talmud 
(in several volumes) as well as books filled 
with his discourses, all of which were 
published after his petira. This is because 
he did not allow his responsa to be 
published while he was alive. What follows 
is the marvelous way in which he explained 
his decision to those who asked for one of 
his works: “I have heard, your greatness, 
that you learned that I wrote a discourse 
and desire that I should send it to you. My 
heart does not yet allow me to do this. 
Actually, you and most people – who are 
greater and better than myself, or at least at 
the same level – do not need me. As for the 
small number of those who are at a lower 
level, why should I trouble myself for such 
a tiny minority? I write whatever Hashem 
inspires me to write in books, and they are 
at everyone’s disposal. Whoever wants to 
copy one, may do so. That is what our 
ancestors did before there was printing, 
and I am not obligated to do more.” 

               On the 25th of Tishrei, 5600 
(October 3, 1839), Rav Moshe Sofer cried 
out with a powerful voice, “Shema Yisrael,” 
and his soul departed in purity. At his 
funeral, more than ninety manuscripts in 
book form were carried by his talmidim as 
they followed his casket. 
www.hevratpinto.org/tzadikim_eng/105_rabbi_moshe_sofer_the

_chatam_sofer.html  

 

               At his first marriage, he was 
promised that he would be supported for 
several years. However, the hand of 
Hashgocha caused his brother-in-law, who 
had taken the responsibility upon himself, 
to lose his business and Rav Moshe was 
forced to go into Rabbonus. 

               He started as Rav in Dresnitz and 
later went on to Mattersdorf. Subsequently, 
he became Rav of the illustrious kehilla of 
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Pressburg. 

                Spreading Torah was his lifelong 
aim, as he himself once testified that not a 
day passed without him being marbitz 
Torah berabim. Whenever an appeal to 
take up a position in another town came, 
the Chasam Sofer would always stress this 
condition — that he be available to teach 
Torah to talmidim. 

               By his second marriage, he became 
the son-in-law of the Gaon Rav Akiva 
Eiger, as he married his daughter Sorel. He 
was zoche to have three sons and several 
daughters — each of whom married 
distinguished Talmidei Chachomim. 

               Rav Moshe was the posek, not only 
of his own generation, but also of those to 
follow. 

               His words were accepted 
throughout Klal Yisrael and already in his 
lifetime Rav Mordechai Banet said of the 
Chasam Sofer, “Halocha keMoshe bechol 
mokom!” 

               His talmidim were the great 
leaders of the next generation, among them 
personalities such as the Maharam Ash 
and the Maharam Shick. 

               In his time the Reform movement 
began to spread its “enlightened” 
philosophy. The Chasam Sofer realized the 
urgency of quelling this uprising against 
authentic Judaism and he went out to war 
against them with his fire of holiness. 
Coining his famous battle-cry: “Chodosh 
ossur min haTorah,” he used these words 
as the basis of the derech to be followed for 
all times; to separate completely from the 
Reformers and to form independent 
kehillos. Thus, he saved the rest of Austro-
Hungarian Jewry from being ensnared in 
the “enlightenment” trap, and to this day 
we live according to the Chasam Sofer’s 
holy ideals, ensuring the continuity of 
Torah and mesora. 

               His Chiddushim were printed after 
his petira, covering all subjects of the 
Torah. They are, among others, Chiddushei 

Shas, Chiddushei Shulchan Aruch, Sheilos 
Uteshuvos, Chiddushim al HaTorah, 
Deroshos and Shiras Moshe. 

               On the Yom Tov of Sukkos in the 
year 5600 (1840), the Chasam Sofer took 
ill. The people of Pressburg and, in fact, 
kehillos far and wide, arranged a constant 
vigil of Tehillim, begging for a refua for the 
Godol HaDor. However, the decree had 
been sealed and on the 25th of Tishrei the 
Heavenly angels won the struggle over this 
holy soul and the neshoma of the Chasam 
Sofer returned to its source. 

               At his huge levaya, fifty of his 
talmidim carried the notebooks of his 
Chiddushei Torah. All the Yidden of the 
surrounding areas and their Rabbonim 
gathered to pay their last respects to a giant 
of their time. To the sound of loud weeping, 
the greatest Rabbonim eulogized him and 
then crowned his son, the Ksav Sofer, as 
his successor. 

               He is buried in the old cemetery in 
Pressburg, where to this day thousands 
descend to the underground kever to daven 
for yeshu’os. 

               Zechuso yogen oleinu. 

 

One cold winter day, the Gaon, Rav 
Nosson Adler, was traveling together with 
his esteemed talmid, the Chasam Sofer. 
The horses pulling the wagon were 
trudging through the heavy snow with great 
difficulty. Suddenly, one of the horses 
collapsed and died, and the second horse 
was not strong enough to pull the wagon 
alone. The wagon driver, having no other 
choice, starting walking to the nearest 
village to obtain an additional horse. The 
two venerated passengers waited in the 
wagon.  

Eventually, the wagon driver 
returned, leading a…donkey. When Rav 
Nosson saw the donkey, he descended from 
the wagon, and began to dance happily in 
the snow. “Rebbe,” asked the Chasam 
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Sofer, “why are you so happy?”  

“Don’t you see?” asked Rav Nosson. 
“The wagon driver brought a donkey 
instead of a horse. Who would have ever 
thought that I would merit fulfilling the 
mitzva of “Do not plow with an ox and 
donkey together”? At home in Frankfurt, I 
never imagined that I would merit fulfilling 
this mitzva. Now that, Boruch Hashem, I 
merited it, I am filled with joy!”  

The passengers instructed the 
wagon driver to return the donkey, and he 
brought back a horse in its place. 
(Vekorosa LaShabbos Oneg)  
www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/Rav-Nosson-Adler-Dances-For-

The-Donkey/1787  

 

Erev Tisha B’Av – The Chasam 
Sofer’s Cupful of Tears 

 Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld told 
the following story about the Chasam 
Sofer. On Erev Tisha B’Av, Rav Moshe 
Novomesta, a ben bayis of the Chasam 
Sofer, saw the Chasam Sofer go into a 
room and lock the door. Curious as to what 
his great Rebbe was doing, he peeked 
through the keyhole. He saw the Chasam 
Sofer learning Megillas Eicha and crying 
bitter tears, which he caught in a glass cup. 
Later, at the Seuda HaMafsekes (the 
mourner’s meal before the fast), the 
Chasam Sofer drank the tears from this 
glass, like the pasuk says in Tehillim 
(80:6): vatashkeimo bidmo’os sholish – 
“and gives them tears to drink in great 
measure”. 

          When Rav Moshe Novomesta later 
moved to Yerushalayim he tried to do the 
same thing. However even with putting all 
his efforts into his crying he could not 
muster up enough tears to fill the glass. 
(Oros U’Nesivos 4:12) 

www.revach.net/hanhagos/maaseh-rav/Erev-Tisha-BAv-The-

Chasam-Sofers-Cupful-Of-Tears/2585  

 

Pressburg Yeshiva 

               So high was the standard of 
learning in the holy Pressburg Yeshiva that 
it was said to be equal to the Yeshivos in 
the times of Tanno’im and Amoro’im in 
Pumpedisa and Neharde’a. 

               Just as in those times the teachers 
had to lower their standard artificially in 
order to be able to transmit Torah to their 
talmidim, so too the Chasam Sofer, master 
and teacher, had to conceal his true 
greatness so that his talmidim would be 
able to receive and learn Torah from him. 
The Chasam Sofer once mentioned that it 
took him much strength to hide his 
madreiga so that his talmidim could look 
at his face! 

He learned with his talmidim as 
though he were learning the material for 
the first time, so that each one would be 
able to comprehend. The Rav always said 
that HaKodosh Boruch Hu doesn’t need 
Malochim in this world. Hashem wants 
human beings who live al pi Torah. 

His second son, Rav Shimon Sofer, 
later Rav in Cracow, recounted that 
sometimes during his learning with 
talmidim, the mind of the holy Chasam 
Sofer would be full of many new 
Chiddushim and pilpulim, disturbing his 
train of thought and teaching. At this point, 
the Rebbe would burst into loud crying, 
saying the tefilla of Ahava Rabba and 
begging Hashem to have mercy on him and 
not to give him Chiddushim now as it 
interfered with his harbotzas Torah on the 
level of his talmidim. 

Not always was the Chasam Sofer 
successful in hiding his greatness. His older 
son, the Ksav Sofer, related an amazing 
story. 

As a child, the Ksav Sofer was once 
ill in bed. Since his mother was tired, she 
asked the Chasam Sofer to keep an eye on 
the child until he fell asleep. 

His fever gave him no rest and the 
child kept jumping out of bed, and tossing 
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and turning in bed. At one point he lay 
watching his father. The Chasam Sofer 
stood by the window, his shining 
countenance turned toward the heavens, 
absorbed in his thoughts. Suddenly, his 
face lit up with an immense joy. 

When the Ksav Sofer asked for an 
explanation the Chasam Sofer tried to 
change the subject and distract his 
attention. But the sick boy insisted that if 
his father didn’t reveal the reason for his 
sudden happiness, he’d jump out of bed yet 
again. 

The Chasam Sofer, wanting his son 
to rest and recover, decided to give him the 
true answer. “My dear son, the holy 
Malochim were now changing shifts in 
Shomayim. When they change their 
mishmoros, they change too their song and 
praise of Hashem. It was this change of 
singing that brought a smile to my face.” 

The Chasam Sofer added to his son, 
who was lying quaking in fear from the 
awesome words of his father, “and let me 
bless you that when you grow up, you too 
should merit to hear the shira of the 
Malochim.” 

His second son, Rav Shimon Sofer, 
as a little boy, once came to his mother 
with a question. “We say in Kedusha: 
Nekadeish es shimcha bo’olom, kesheim 
shemakdishim oso bishmei morom — “Let 
us sanctify Your name in the world just as 
they sanctify Him in the heavenly 
spheres…’ Do we know then how the 
Malochim sanctify the name of Hashem up 
in Heaven?” 

His mother was surprised by her 
son’s clever query and sent him with it to 
his great father. The Chasam Sofer listened 
to the question and told his son that next 
time he was in shul at the time when they 
say Kedusha, he should stand near him. 
The next day the boy waited with bated 
breath for the shliach tzibbur to reach 
Nekadeish es shimcha…and stood close to 
his father. The Chasam Sofer wrapped up 

his young son in his tallis. 

When davening was over the boy 
went home and happily told his mother 
that he now understood how the Malochim 
sanctify Hashem in the Heavens! 

www.chareidi.org/archives5772/yomkippur/fschasamykr72.htm  

 

The Chasam Sofer’s Final Minutes 

Ashrei ish sheba l’kan v’talmudo 
b’yado (Pesochim 50a). In the final days of 
his life, the Chasam Sofer reviewed all the 
Torah he had learned in order to come to 
Shomayim with his Torah intact. In the 
last few hours of his life he realized that 
three Chiddushim of his were no longer 
clear in his mind. He quickly called for his 
close talmid, Rav Menachem Katz, who 
lived not too far from Pressburg, where the 
Chasam Sofer lay deathly ill. 

Rav Menachem reviewed with him 
these Chiddushim and then the Chasam 
Sofer’s face lit up, content that he would 
return his neshoma to Shomayim with all 
the Torah still with it. As soon as they 
finished reviewing, the Chasam Sofer 
screamed to Rav Menachem Katz, who was 
a Kohen, “Run out, I am dying!” As soon as 
Rav Katz ran out, he heard the Chasam 
Sofer say, “Shema Yisrael,” as his holy 
neshoma departed to the heavens. 

Rav Katz later said about his Rebbe 
that he had such a good heart, that he held 
back the departure of his neshoma until he 
was sure that Rav Katz was safely outside 
without violating the mitzvos of the Kohen. 

www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/The-Chasam-Sofers-Final-

Minutes/4114  

 

Chasam Sofer – When Tefillos Don’t 
Work 

When the great Gaon, Rav 
Meshulam Igra was sick, the people 
beseeched Hashem with tefilla to spare his 
life. Their tefillos went unanswered and 
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Rav Meshulam was niftar. Seeing the 
disappointment of the people, the Chasam 
Sofer stood up to be maspid him as follows: 
He told a moshol of a broken ax trying to 
chop down a tree. The mightiest logger can 
swing away all day at the tree but if the ax 
is broken it will not help.  

Surely, said the Chasam Sofer, when 
people gather to daven with kavona, 
Hashem answers their tefillos and grants 
their request. However, the tool for tefilla 
is the mouth, and when the mouth is 
contaminated with forbidden speech it 
simply doesn’t function properly. No 
matter hard one davens, broken mouths 
cannot accomplish the task.  

www.revach.net  

 

Chasam Sofer – When You’re Past 
the Point of No Return 

The Chasam Sofer explains the 
famous mishna at the end of Yoma: Omar 
Rav Akiva ashreichem Yisrael lifnei mi 
atem mitaharim u’mi mitaher eschem 
avichem shebashomayim as follows: There 
are fifty levels of tuma. As long as a person 
has not reached the fiftieth level, he can 
still do teshuva and come back. However, 
once he reaches the fiftieth level, it is 
impossible for him to come back by 
himself. Only through the chessed of 
Hashem can a person return from this 
depth. 

The Chasam Sofer explains that mi 
is spelled mem-yud, and has the numerical 
value of fifty. Lifnei mi – “before fifty” atem 
mitaharim – “it is still within your power 
to purify yourself”. However, u’mi –the 
person who has already sunk to the fiftieth 
level, he cannot purify himself. So what 
happens to him? Mitaher es’chem avichem 
shebashomayim – his caring Father in 
Heaven purifies him from the uncleanable 
mess he has made of himself. 

May we all be zoche to clean 
ourselves of all our aveiros and have a 

gmar chasima tova. 
www.revach.net  

 

Chasam Sofer: Loving Your Esrog to 
Death 

Sometimes during Sukkos, an esrog 
can turn brown from holding it too much. 
Even in a case where the change in coloring 
would normally make it possul, the 
Chasam Sofer says that in this case it is still 
kosher, provided it came from holding it on 
Sukkos (and not before Sukkos). The 
reason, he says, is because shiyarei mitzva 
zeh hiduro – “the remains of a mitzva are 
its beauty”.  

Rav Yechiel Michel Stern, in Sefer 
Kashrus Araba’as HaMinim, writes that 
we should rely on this heter only on Chol 
HaMo’ed where the mitzva is D’Rabonnon, 
and not on the first day where the mitzva is 
Min HaTorah. However he brings from the 
Shu”T Zecher L’Yehosef that he was matir 
even on the first day. 

www.revach.net  

 

Reality Follows the Law 

In Europe it was the custom to 
fatten up geese in the months preceding 
Pesach, since many families refrained from 
using any oil other than goose fat on the 
holiday. For six to eight weeks the geese 
would be fed a full bucket of corn twice a 
day, so that by the time the holiday arrived 
they would be so huge they could barely 
waddle. 

Two religious giants of the early 
nineteenth century, the Chasam Sofer and 
the Yismach Moshe, differed in their 
rulings as to whether the practice of force-
feeding rendered the geese not kosher. The 
question revolved around whether or not 
the sharp corn grains that were forced 
down the throats of the birds would 
damage the esophagus, thus making the 
birds treif (unable to live another year, and 
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therefore not kosher to eat). 

The Chasam Sofer held that the 
esophagus would not necessarily be 
damaged, and so he ruled the practice 
permissible. (Of course, the geese had to be 
carefully checked before being consumed to 
prove that they were kosher by the process 
described later.) His contemporary, the 
Yismach Moshe, felt that since the corn 
kernels were sharp, the likelihood was that 
the birds would be rendered treif by the 
force feedings. He ruled that geese fed in 
this manner would not be permissible. 

The two corresponded back and 
forth, each presenting learned arguments 
to prove his point, their dispute purely “for 
the sake of Heaven”. Finally, the Chasam 
Sofer suggested that instead of theorizing, 
they should put their rulings to a practical 
test. Each was to take ten geese and fatten 
them up. Then they would slaughter them, 
fill the esophagus with air and float them in 
a full tub of water. If the esophagus was 
damaged, air bubbles would escape into the 
water, thus proving that the bird was treif. 
If no bubbles were seen, the bird would be 
kosher. 

When the birds were duly fattened 
and slaughtered, an amazing thing took 
place. All the birds from the household of 
the Chasam Sofer proved to be kosher, 
whereas all the birds of the Yismach Moshe 
tested treif! 

So it was seen that the legal rulings 
of these two great giants dominated the 
physical reality, proving the axiom that the 
rulings of true Torah authorities determine 
the actuality of a physical situation. 

Rav Moshe Teitelbaum (1759–28 
Tammuz 1841), known as the Yismach 
Moshe after the title of his book of Torah 
commentary, was famed both as a scholar 
and wonderworker. A talmid of the Chozeh 
of Lublin, he was instrumental in the 
spread of Chassidus in Hungary. His 
descendants founded the dynasties of 
Satmar and Sighet. 

Rav Moshe Shreiber (1762–1839), 
was a giant of Torah known as the Chasam 
Sofer, after the title of his volumes of 
responsa which have been significant to a 
high degree in the modern development of 
Jewish law and thought. 

Adapted from L’Chaim #217 

By Yerachmiel Tilles ~ 

www.chabad.org/kabbalah/article_cdo/aid/380272/jewish/Reality-

Follows-the-Law.htm 

 

Eating Gebrokts 

Some Chassidim of the Tzaddik of 
Sanz were in Pressburg on Pesach, guests 
at the Chasam Sofer’s table. Among 
Chassidim, it is the custom to avoid eating 
gebrokts (matza that has come into contact 
with liquid). This is a chumra that 
Misnagdim have not adopted; hence, the 
Chasam Sofer ate kneidlach on Pesach. 

When the Chassidim were served 
kneidlach, they were in a quandary, 
because they had never eaten gebrokts – 
and they knew how makpid the Sanzer Rav 
was with regard to this minhag. One 
Chassid did not eat the kneidlach. The 
other reasoned, “I’m sitting at the table of 
the Godol HaDor. Who am I to be more 
strict than he is?” and he ate the kneidlach. 

When they reported their visit to the 
Tzaddik of Sanz, the latter said to the 
Chassid who ate the kneidlach, “You have 
earned Olam HaBa.” To the Chassid who 
had refused to eat them, the Tzaddik said, 
“You had better stand near me on Yom 
Kippur, and I will try to elicit forgiveness 
for you.”  

Adapted from Four Chassidic Masters by 
Rav Dr. Abraham Twerski (page 194–195) 


[Some say the story happened with 

the Sanzer’s daughter-in-law, who was 
barren for many years and was also a 
relative of the Chasam Sofer and merited 
to eat at his Seder. When the Chasam Sofer 
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saw her discomfort in eating the two 
kneidlach, he reassured her that he would 
shoulder the responsibility. Even though 
she had that guarantee in hand, she still 
only allowed herself to eat only one kneidel. 

When she returned to Sanz, the 
Rebbe called her in and told her that since 
she ate only one kneidel at the Chasam 
Sofer’s Seder table, she would only be 
zoche to one child].  


On his sickness before his petira 

 The Chasam Sofer suffered 

tremendously with an illness that blocked 
his bodily functions. When asked by his 
talmidim why he suffered such an ailment, 
he replied that when he became the Rav in 
Pressburg, there was a shiur that was 
instituted by the previous Rav that 
discussed Hilchos Bris. When he became 
Rav, he contemplated that the Hilchos Bris 
was already thoughly disseminated and 
instituted other Halochos that should be 
transmitted. He felt that he was punished 
midda knegged midda for that minor 
infraction.

    

TishreiTishreiTishreiTishreiof of of of     
thththth

25252525    ,,,,Rav Dovid Matisyohu RabinowitzRav Dovid Matisyohu RabinowitzRav Dovid Matisyohu RabinowitzRav Dovid Matisyohu Rabinowitz    

The Biala Rebbe of Bnei Brak 

Rav Dovid Matisyohu Rabinowitz 
was born in Shedlitz, Poland, on Erev 
Chanuka 5689/1928. His father was Rav 
Yechiel Yehoshua, later Rebbe of Biala. The 
child was named Dovid after his great-
grandfather, Rav Nosson Dovid of 
Shidlovtza, and Matisyohu was added since 
his bris was on the seventh day of 
Chanuka. 

As a small child, he woke up early to 
learn Torah, and he davened with fiery 
intent. 

During the difficult years of the war, 
his father was exiled to Russia. Young 
Dovid Matisyohu, along with two of his 
brothers and his sister, escaped to Tehran, 
Iran. The children came to Eretz Yisrael on 
the transport known as Yaldei Tehran, “the 
children of Tehran”. 

When Rav Yosef Shlomo 
Kahaneman, the Ponevezher Rav, heard 
that the children of the Biala Rebbe had 
come to Eretz Yisrael, he made a special 
effort to arrange placements for them that 
would ensure they would lead Torah lives. 
Rav Dovid Matisyohu went to the Ponevezh 
Yeshiva, where he was noted for his 
constant learning and his warm tefillos; he 

was often asked to lead the tefillos on 
Yomim Tovim. 

Rav Dovid Matisyohu got married 
and later received semicha from Rav Yosef 
Tzvi Kalisch of Skernevitz, the Rav of Bnei 
Brak, a scion of the Vorka dynasty. 

Rav Yechiel Yehoshua arrived in 
Eretz Yisrael in 5707/1947 and was 
reunited with his children. He began 
rebuilding the Biala dynasty after the 
Holocaust. 

After the petira of his father on the 
21st of Shevat 5742/1982, Rav Dovid 
Matisyohu founded his court in Bnei Brak, 
where he spread Torah and Chassidus with 
passion and fire. He had great dveikus in 
tefilla and avoda. 

Rav Dovid Matisyohu spent one 
Shabbos every year, during the Three 
Weeks, in the Old City of Yerushalayim, 
near the Kosel. 

He was niftar on the 25th of Tishrei 
5758/1997 at the age of sixty-nine. 

His sons, ybl”c, are: Rav Yaakov 
Menachem, the Biala Rebbe in Bnei Brak; 
Rav Shmuel Yair, who serves as Rav in his 
brother’s Bais Medrash in Bnei Brak; Rav 
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Avrohom Yerachmiel, the Rebbe of 
Ostrova-Biala in Yerushalayim; Rav 
Yirmiyohu, the Rebbe of Biala-Lentchna in 
Beit Shemesh; and Rav Aharon Shlomo 
Chaim Elozor, the Biala Rebbe in Boro 
Park. 

His sons-in-law are Rav Yehuda Zev 
Volf Kornreich, the Shidlovtza Rebbe in 
Yerushalayim, and Rav Yaakov Hager, son 

of the Seret-Vizhnitzer Rebbe. 

Some of Rav Dovid Matisyohu’s 
Divrei Torah were published with the titles 
Orchos Dovid and Lahavas Dovid. 

Zechuso yogen oleinu. 
www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-26-tishreiseptember-

30/26 Tishrei 
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thththth
    of Tishreiof Tishreiof Tishreiof Tishrei    

Mechaber of Toldos Aharon    

Rav Aharon of Zhitomir, son of Rav 
Mordechai, was recognized at a young age 
as a Talmid Chochom. He supported 
himself by working, rather than by 
assuming a Rabbinical position. He gave 
fiery deroshos to be mechazek limud 
haTorah. 

In the sha’ar of his sefer, Toldos 
Aharon, he is identified as one of the 
leading talmidim of Rav Levi Yitzchok of 
Berditchev. After the petira of Rav Zev 
Wolf of Zhitomir, the Ohr HaMeir, Rav 
Levi Yitzchok appointed Rav Aharon as his 
successor. Rav Levi Yitzchok warned the 
community of Zhitomir to heed his every 
word. 

The Ohev Yisrael of Apta, Rav 
Yisrael of Pikov, son of Rav Levi Yitzchok of 
Berditchev, and Rav Mordechai of 
Chernobyl all wrote warm haskomos to 
Toldos Aharon, attesting to the great 
tzidkus and high madreigos of its 
mechaber. Rav Aharon was considered a 
k’dosh elyon. 

He was the Maggid in Zhitomir for 
three years, and then moved to Hungary, 
where he was active in spreading Toras 
HaChassidus, especially in the cities of 
Krali and Ashver where he lived. His 
deroshos brought people to teshuva. Some 
listeners became his Chassidim. 

Rav Aharon was niftar on the 26th of 

Tishrei, a day after the Yahrzeit of his 
Rebbe, Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev. He 
was buried in Zhitomir. 

When his talmidim saw that his end 
was near, they began to cry. 

“Why are you crying?” Rav Aharon 
asked them. “The end of every person is 
death.” 

“How can we not cry when our 
Rebbe is leaving us?” they answered. “We 
will be left a flock without a shepherd. The 
other Tzaddikim of the generation are 
more hidden in their Avodas Hashem, 
unlike our Rebbe, to whose derech in 
Avodas Hashem we have become 
accustomed.” 

“Know,” said Rav Aharon, “that 
before Moshiach comes there will be 
Tzaddikim who will be greater than me, 
and with what they do, they will be 
meyached more yichudim than we 
accomplished, even with our learning and 
davening!” 

One of his closest talmidim, Rav Levi of 
Zhitomir, wrote down his Divrei Torah 
after every Shabbos and Yom Tov. Rav 
Aharon himself edited these notes. Toldos 
Aharon was first printed in Berditchev, 
shortly after his petira in 5577, by his son-
in-law, Rav Mordechai, and Rav 
Mordechai’s father, the noggid, Rav Yakir 
Shimshon of Zhitomir. Other Divrei Torah 
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of Rav Aharon are printed in Pisgomin 
Kaddishin. 

www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-26-tishreioctober-20/  

 

How Rav Aharon Became a Talmid of 
the Berditchever 

Rav Yitzchok Neshchizer related one 
Shabbos during the month of Menachem 
Av how the holy Rav Araleh (Aharon) of 
Zhitomir was originally a talmid of the 
Vilna Gaon. However, that path was 
unacceptable to his heart. He heard that in 
Zelichov there was a certain Rav Levi 
Yitzchok who ran a Yeshiva there. (The 
Berditchever was still Rav in Zelichov at 
the time).  

Rav Araleh visited his Yeshiva, and 
there the Berditchever saw him from far 
away, five seats away from him, and did not 
even turn toward him at all. Even though 
all of Rav Araleh’s questions were good and 
right on target, Rav Levi Yitzchok initially 
paid him no heed and he did not answer 
him. He said that as long as he had in him 
even a vestige of haughtiness or arrogance, 
he would not draw him close. 

Afterward, when the Berditchever 
felt that he had refined himself enough, he 
drew him close and sat Rav Aharon next to 
him. They studied together the Gemora 
that relates that if one finds a bill of debt 
that proves liability, why should he not 
return it? The Berditchever explained this 
to Rav Aharon as: “If you find your own 
liability, why should you not return to 
Hashem and repent fully?!” 

(Zichron Tov – MeAvodas HaTzaddikim 
#4, Page 12). 

 

Knowing the Tzaddik 

The holy Rav Levi Yitzchok of 

Berditchev once traveled with his talmid, 
Rav Aharon of Zhitomir, mechaber of 
Toldos Aharon, to the city of Lizhensk. 
There they stayed together with Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech in his home. Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech questioned the Berditchever, 
saying to him, “Why are you stealing away 
all of my own talmidim?” (This was 
because many great Torah scholars left 
Rebbe Reb Elimelech to study under the 
Berditchever.)  

The Berditchever answered Rebbe 
Reb Elimelech with humility, “Vaymens 
bin ich den? Ich bin zich ayer talmid oich! - 
And just whose talmid do you think I am? I 
am also your talmid! Thus, all my talmidim 
are therefore your very own talmid’s 
talmidim!” With this humble answer, he 
was able to placate and satisfy Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech. Afterward, the Berditchever 
continued on his way to attend to some 
matters while his talmid, Rav Aharon of 
Zhitomir, remained behind and continued 
studying in Rebbe Reb Elimelech’s Bais 
Medrash.  

Rebbe Reb Elimelech did not realize 
this, and when one night he walked in and 
found Rav Aharon sitting there learning, he 
was surprised and asked Rav Aharon, “Why 
did you not continue traveling with your 
Rebbe?” Rav Aharon answered Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech, “Mein Rebbe ken ich. Bin ich 
gebliben ba aych zu kenen! – My Rebbe I 
already know. I remained behind to get to 
know you as well!” Hearing this, Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech got all worked up. He seized Rav 
Aharon and began to shake him by the 
lapels of his clothing and declared, “Dein 
Rebbe kenstu? Afilu zein zhupstze kenstu 
nisht, bifrat im alein! – You think you 
really know your Rebbe? Why, you don’t 
even know his lapels, let alone really know 
him and how great he is!”  

(Avodas Levi, page 98).
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In 3448, the Jewish people entered a 
time of great turbulence, both in the 
spiritual and material realms. Prophecy 
had come to a close, and Alexander the 
Great was conquering the known world. 
Fortunately, a great leader, Shimon 
HaTzaddik, deftly steered the people 
through uncharted waters. As Kohen 
Godol and head of the Sanhedrin, he 
embodied both religious and political 
power. (In the absence of the monarchy, 
the Kohen Godol represented the nation to 
the outside world. Previously, it was a 
purely religious office.) Indeed, he was so 
fair, just and beloved that Shimon was one 
of very few people to receive the 
appellation HaTzaddik – the Righteous –
after his name. 

The Talmud relates that five 
miracles occurred in the Bais 
HaMikdosh during his tenure. First, the 
red string that was hung in 
the Bais HaMikdosh during the Yom 
Kippur services turned white, symbolizing 
Yisrael's purity. Second, on Yom Kippur 
two sacrificial goats were designated: one 
to be offered in the Kodesh HaKodoshim 
(Holy of Holies), one to be cast off a cliff. 
The Kohen Godol drew lots with both 
hands to determine which goat should be 
used for which purpose. During 
Shimon HaTzaddik's forty-year-tenure, the 
lot indicating the goat to be offered in 
the Kodesh HaKodoshim always turned up 
in his right hand, a sign of Divine favor. 
Third, every evening a full night's supply of 
oil was put into each lamp of 
the Menora. Miraculously, the oil put into 
the western lamp burned for twenty-four 
hours, demonstrating the constant 

presence of Hashem in the Bais 
HaMikdosh. Fourth, although each Kohen 
received only a small portion of the Lechem 
HaPonim (the showbread), he felt satiated 
as if he had eaten a full meal. Fifth, the fire 
on the Misbei’ach (Altar) burned steadily 
without constant addition of wood. Sadly, 
after Shimon HaTzaddik's petira miracles 
of such magnitude were no longer manifest 
in the Bais HaMikdosh. 

 

Alexander the Great 

In 3448, Alexander marched 
through the Eretz Yisrael, bringing Persian 
rule to an end. Filled with trepidation, the 
Jews sent a delegation of Kohanim led by 
Shimon HaTzaddik, all dressed in their 
priestly raiments. Upon approaching 
Alexander, they were astounded when the 
great conqueror prostrated himself before 
Shimon! When asked the reason for such 
inexplicable behavior, Alexander replied 
that before his battles a vision of Shimon 
appeared to him promising victory. After 
arising, Alexander promised to treat the 
Jews benignly. In appreciation, the Jewish 
people honored Alexander in two very 
special ways. First, all male Kohanim 
(according to some opinions, all male Jews) 
born that year would be named Alexander. 
Second, a new dating system for documents 
would be instituted, one based on 
Alexander's rule. This system was known 
as Minyan Shtaros and lasted more than a 
thousand years. 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2833935/jewish/

Shimon-Hatzadik-Simeon-the-Just.htm
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Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day:

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ 

There are 7 qualities that 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me.

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find 

solutions  to any problem there is 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know.

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall 

help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

controls everything over the entire world.

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

kindness more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.



  דבורה

Refuah Sheleimah  
מינדל אסתר לאה �  מרדכי צבי ב
 דבורה � יחיאל מיכל ב
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 שיינא דבורה � פסח גרשו� ב
 צילא בת חיה שרה  

 רחל חנה � אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי   
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     
 פערל שרה בת הודיה 

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
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Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day:

Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him:

is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me.

is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find 

to any problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

what is best for me, better even than I myself can know.

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

r the entire world. 

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.


    

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher
 

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
 

 
 

 ל''ז שלו ר''ב חיי אברה 'ר
  .ה. ב. צ. נ. ת ו''תשס שבט א

 
 

לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he nev

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

friends. 

Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

the Gate of Trust 

has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find 

what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who 

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving 

more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 

 

Dear Father and Teacher 

HaRav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

and of the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  

ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי
א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 

 לעילוי נשמת

שמעו� ב� ר' ר  
אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a 

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

4 Caville Drive, Monsey, N.Y. 10952 

8:45 

 

 
 

 
 

I am pleased and honored to invite my dear family and friends to come and join 
in the yearly yartzeit observance of 

 

Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev Zt”l 
 

The seudas mitzvah will take place b’ezras Hashem 
     7120October of  th14the  ,Motzei Shabbos Kodesh 

At  
Bais Medrash K’hal Bais Mordechai 
4 Caville Drive, Monsey, N.Y. 10952 

at 8:45 pm 
 

Looking forward to greeting you personally 
 

Chananya Goldenberg & Family 


