
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 

 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 
 ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב כמה ימי שני חייך )מז:ח(

Pharaoh said to Yaakov,  
“How many are the days of the years of your life?” (47:8) 

R’ Mordechai Miron points out: The words of Pharaoh are strange. Yaakov 
Avinu comes to Egypt where eventually Pharaoh meets the father of the 
legendary Yosef, savior of Egypt, the one who interprets dreams and even 
advised with an idea that spared the entire world from starvation – and at their 
initial meeting, the first question that comes into his mind to ask Yaakov is: 
“How old are you?” This is what is heavy on his mind? Would it not have been 
more appropriate to ask how he raised such wise children as Yosef or some 
other interesting question? However, Pharaoh deified himself and as such 
should be above death and he should live forever. Actually, Pharaoh gave up on 
the thought that he would never die, still, he wanted to live as long as possible. 
Therefore, when he saw Yaakov Avinu, the prominent elderly man, he was 
immediately interested as to how he lived so long: “Tell me, how old are you 
and what is the secret to the long life that you merited?” (Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

In this week’s Parshah, Yosef reveals himself to 

his brothers as 'I am Yosef’ (45:3), and the Medrash 

explains this as a level of rebuke. Rav Pam, zt”l, 

defined this rebuke. At this point when the brothers 

heard these words, they realized that they 

completely misunderstood and misjudged who 

Yosef was. Rav Pam taught a lesson from here: We 

can never judge and evaluate another person, as we 

have no way of knowing their whole story and who 

they really are! 
 

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 

 

Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 
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                Candle Lighting: 4:13  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:58   Gra: 9:34 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:20 

Chatzos: 11:53       Sh'kiah: 4:31 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:18 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 5:44  

                                                 (some say 6:00) 
 
 

 
              Next Week: Vayechi 
              Candle Lighting: 4:16 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 

Once, Rav Yisroel Salanter was staying at an inn in Kovna.  

He was up late at night learning Torah, when he overhead the 

conversation of two paupers who were lodging in a side 

room. One asked the other to accompany him to the well, as 

he was afraid to go out alone so late at night, and he really 

wanted to get a drink. The other drowsily mumbled that he 

was sleeping and would not go out. Immediately,  

Rav Yisroel Salanter interrupted his studies and went out to 

the well to get water for the pauper! 
 

 B’Kitzur… A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

When one is called up to the Torah for an 

Aliyah, he should wear a Tallis that has Kosher 

Tzitzis on it. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:2) 
 

 Shabbos Treasures  

Some have the Minhag to say the Brachah of Borei Minei 

Besamim over two branches of Hadassim after singing Shalom 

Aleichem on Shabbos night (Chaim Sheyesh Bahem). The Gemara in 

Shabbos (33b) teaches that the custom is to use two branches, one for 

the word Zachor, Remember, and one for the word Shamor, 

Safeguard— the two terms in the Aseres HaDibros where the 

Mitzvah of Shabbos is given. 
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Rabbi Chaim Levy relates a story that 

took place in Eretz Yisroel in the 1930’s. One 

day, in the Porat Yosef Yeshivah, a young 

student suddenly stopped coming to Yeshivah, 

for no apparent reason. The boys in the 

Yeshivah had no ideas where this boy had 

gone, and none of the Rebbeim knew either. 

The Rosh Yeshivah, Chacham Rav Ezra 

Attiya, one of the greatest Torah scholars in 

the 20th in the Sephardic world, became very 

concerned and decided to pay a visit to the 

student’s home. When the Rosh Yeshivah 

spoke to the boy’s father and asked where his 

son was, the father explained that their family 

business was a small grocery store and he 

needed the help of his son to be their delivery 

boy. The father explained that the business 

needed his son right now, and Yeshivah would 

have to wait. The Chacham attempted to 

convince the father of the importance of 

Torah study, and tried to find a solution to the 

issue they were facing in the store, but it was 

to no avail. The father would not budge and 

allow his son to return to Yeshivah. The next 

morning when the father went to the store, he 

was shocked to find Chacham Ezra Attiya, 

the Rosh Yeshivah himself, standing outside 

the grocery store in work clothes. When 

questioned by the father, Chacham Attiya 

replied, “Your son’s learning is 

unquestionably more important than mine, 

and by not allowing him to go to Yeshivah, 

you are murdering the Gadol of the next 

generation! Therefore, I will be your delivery 

boy in his place. Just send your son back to 

Yeshivah, and I will do his work!” The words 

hit the father like lightening, and he 

understood the seriousness of what the Rosh 

Yeshivah was saying. He agreed and sent his 

son back to Yeshivah, and told the Chacham 

that he would work out getting a different 

delivery boy, and the Rosh Yeshivah should 

go back to learning as well. This boy was 

very successful in his learning, and turned out 

to be Chacham Rebbe Ovadia Yosef!  
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 בס"ד

       L’Maaseh… 

A Tale to Remember 

 The Siddur Speaks & Middos       

At the beginning of Shacharis, we have the story of Akeidas Yitzchak where 

Hashem tested Avraham’s loyalty by commanding him to offer his son 

Yitzchak as a Korban. Avraham obeys the command from Hashem, travels to 

the site where the offering is to take place, and prepares to Shecht Yitzchak, 

until a Malach calls out to Avraham and tells him not to Shecht his son.     

Rabbi Eli Mansour explains that according to most opinions, Akeidas Yitzchak 

was the tenth and final test that Hashem tested Avraham with. It stands to 

reason that this was the most difficult of the tests, because when a person is 

tested, the tests usually get progressively more difficult, not easier. However, it 

seems that at least one of Avraham’s earlier tests was more difficult than this 

one. As the Medrash says, when Avraham was still young, king Nimrod 

sentenced him to death for he challenged Avraham’s belief in Hashem, and only 

Hashem. Avraham refused to back down, and Nimrod threw him into a furnace. 

Miraculously, Avraham emerged without a touch. On the surface, the test of the 

furnace was a more difficult challenge to Avraham than the Akeidah. As hard as 

it must have been for Avraham to sacrifice his son, Hashem had explicitly 

commanded him to do this act, and he knew he had to listen. But when Nimrod 

threatened to have Avraham killed, nobody told Avraham to give up his life. In 

fact, Hashem had not spoken to him at all at that point. Avraham was prepared 

to voluntarily give up his life without being commanded to do so. How was the 

Akeidah a more difficult test? Rabbi Mansour answers that when Avraham was 

commanded to do Akeidas Yitzchak, it defied logic. Until that point, Avraham 

was able to explain everything he believed and everything he did. He convinced 

people of the truth of Hashem through reasoning and logic. But the sacrifice of 

his son was irrational. Besides going against the most basic of ethics and 

morality, it also contradicted Hashem’s earlier promise to him to make a great 

nation come from Yitzchak. It made no sense for Hashem to say that a nation 

will come from Yitzchak, and then command Avraham to Shecht him. At the 

Akeidah, Avraham had to demonstrate a different kind of faith, “Emunah 

Peshutah”, a simple and straightforward belief in Hashem that did not depend 

on any kind of logic. He believed in and accepted Hashem’s command without 

questions, even when he could not explain it based on his own thinking. This 

was what made Akeidas Yitzchak the most difficult of all the tests.              

Rabbi Mansour teaches that in the beginning of Shemoneh Esrei, we describe 

Hashem as “Elokeinu V’Elokei Avoseinu”, “Our G-d and the G-d of our Avos”, 

Hashem is both “Our G-d,” as well as the “G-d of the Avos”. He is “Elokeinu” 

in the sense that Hashem’s existence makes sense to us, because it is something 

that we can understand and explain. But this type of Emunah can only go so far. 

Hashem must also be the “Elokei Avoseinu”, Hashem as we’ve heard about 

through Masorah, through Tradition. We accept this belief in Hashem because 

this is what we’ve been taught by our parents, who were taught this from their 

parents, and so on. Even when we sometimes have questions that we can’t 

answer, we still believe in “Elokei Avoseinu”, just like Avraham believed when 

he didn’t understand. Rabbi Mansour says that we can see this lesson in the 

Tefilah of Ein K’Elokeinu. The Tefilah starts off with Ein K’Elokeinu, ‘There is 

none like Hashem’, then we say Mi K’Elokeinu, ‘Who is like Hashem?’ This 

expresses the proper attitude we must have towards Emunah. First, we must 

have the simple belief that “Ein K’Elokeinu”, there is only one Creator of the 

universe, a belief that can’t be shaken by any questions. Once this is set, we can 

then ask the question, “Mi K’Elokeinu?” We are allowed to ask and to learn 

how to make Hashem ‘our G-d,’ but only after we’ve established that we 

believe in “Elokei Avoseinu”, where we believe in Hashem, even where we 

don’t always understand. 
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