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Knots Landing 

There is an interesting connection between last week’s parsha and this one. Last week, Shem initiated 

covering his father Noah with a garment so he shouldn’t be embarrassed when he awoke from his 

drunken state. As a reward, his descendants (the Jewish People) were given the merit of the Talis 

(garment) of tzitzis. 

This week, when the king of Sodom offer to give Avraham the spoils of war, he said, “I shall not take a 

thread nor a shoestring.” The point was that people should not think that Avraham’s wealth came from 

a source other than the Creator. In this merit, his descendants (the Jews, again) merited the strings of 

the tzitzis. 

A Talis without strings is no good, and if it has four corners it may not even be worn. Strings of tzitzis 

without a proper garment do not fulfill the mitzvah either. 

The two are necessary and connected. 

Shem’s mitzvah was one of Bain Adam L’Chaveiro, between Man and his fellow. He worried about the 

embarrassment of a human being. 

Avraham’s merit was being concerned with G-d’s honor, making his statement Bain Adam LaMakom, 

between Man and G-d. 

These are both necessary. Fulfilling HaShem’s mitzvos while mistreating your fellow human beings is 

like tzitzis without the garment, and wrapping yourself in the cloak of kindness is not enough if you 

don’t do it to serve G-d or use it as an excuse not to fulfill your obligations. 

Perhaps this is why the mitzvah of tzitzis reminds us of ALL 613 mitzvos, because it includes those 

between Man and G-d and Man and Man. 

 

When HaShem told Avram that he would inherit Eretz Yisrael, he asked, “With what [sign] will I know that I will 

inherit it?” One Midrash states that because of this, he was punished with the statement, “You shall surely 

know that your children will be strangers in a foreign land…” (The language of “knowing” connects them.) 

The Kli Yakar quotes a famous question. Why should Avraham’s children be punished so harshly just because 

Avraham asked for a sign?  Especially since he himself did not go into slavery, how could this be termed a 

punishment for him? 

The Kli Yakar suggests that the Jews would have gone into exile anyway, for other reasons. The punishment was 

that Avraham was given this news he could otherwise have done without.  He did not need to know about the 

future exile. 

However, once he asked to “know” one thing, HaShem told him even something else; something that caused 

him pain.  Often, people wish to tell others the “news,” but we should realize and learn from here that if 

someone doesn’t need to know something bad or depressing, it is hurtful to share it with them.  

“Daya l’tzara b’sha’ata,” troubles are bad enough in their time, so one should not anticipate problems, or worry 

ahead of time.  Don’t pretend that you KNOW what will happen in the future. 

Rather, let’s remember that we don’t need to know everything, but G-d has it under control, and we just might 

save ourselves or others from pain and suffering.  



“I know someone who bowled three hundred and one.” 

“Really?! I didn’t think that was possible.” 

“Well, he wasn’t going to bowl 300 and lose!” ☺☺☺☺ 

In life, you can’t have a 4.3 GPA, and you can’t score an 11 on an Olympic dive. 

There’s nothing past perfection – except one thing. 

In this week’s Parsha, Avraham is given the mitzvah of bris milah, the circumcision 

covenant performed on a baby boy on the eighth day after birth. The procedure 

involves the removal of the foreskin and peeling back of the membrane on the 

male organ for what becomes the indelible mark of a Jew. 

When giving this commandment to ninety-nine year old Avraham, G-d said, “Go 

before me and be ‘tamim,’ perfect in a multiplicity of ways. How can you get 

more perfect than perfect? 

The Talmud relates a discussion between Rabbi Akiva and a Roman nobleman. The 

nobleman asked whose deeds are better, those of G-d or those of man. He 

expected Rabbi Akiva to say that of course the deeds of G-d are better, and then 

he would be able to attack the mitzvah of 

circumcision. 

Instead, Rabbi Akiva showed him a stalk of wheat 

and a loaf of bread and said, “You tell me. The 

stalk is G-d’s work, the bread is man’s.” His answer 

was that G-d gave us the materials to work with so 

that we might elevate the world to a higher, more- 

developed level of perfection. 

One way of doing that is the bris milah, the 

covenant that we seal into the flesh of our infants 

and hope that they will imprint on theirs as well. By 

removing the foreskin, we are showing that 

physicality is not an end unto itself. Though the 

baby may have been born perfectly complete, within that perfection lies an 

imperfection. 

What the body needs is the mark of the soul. It needs intervention to uplift the 

physical to the realm of the spiritual. Though to our human sensibilities it is wrong to 

mutilate the body, G-d conveyed to Avraham that it is not a mutilation but a step 

to even greater perfection, like grinding the wheat into flour for bread. It’s the tasks 

He left for us. 

Bris Milah declares that we bow to G-d’s wisdom and that we believe in life 

beyond our current selves. It says that we understand that we can constantly 

improve and grow, subjugating our animalistic tendencies and lifting ourselves us. 

That is Tamim, even more perfect than perfect; embracing G-d’s perfection. 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 


