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שלח לך אנשים ויתרו את ארץ “ 13:2

כנען אשר אני נתן לבני ישראל, איש 

אחד איש אחד למטה אבתיו תשלחו כל 

 ”נשיא בהם.

“Send forth for yourself men, and let them spy out 

the Land of Kna’an that I give to B’nei Yisroel; one 

man each from his father’s Shevet shall you send, 

each one a leader among them.”  Rashi explains 

that each time the Torah uses the word “Anashim”, 

it is a Loshon of Chashivus, importance (The 

Medrash Rabbah says that “Anashim” is used for 

Tzaddikim).  The Posuk uses it here to tell us that at 

this point in time, the spies were K’sheirim, had the 

right thoughts, and were Tzaddikim.   The Posuk 

says that this was done “Al Pi Hashem”, “by the 

word of Hashem”, implying that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu Himself is endorsing these “Anashim” as well.  

How could it be that these leaders in Klal Yisroel, 

people that Hakodosh Boruch Hu Himself agreed to 

allow go for they were worthy individuals, failed so 

miserably, that to this day we are still feeling the 

effects of their actions (Tisha Ba’av)?  The following 

Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and 

support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

ן"רמב איש אחד איש אחד למטה “ 13:2 – 

 These men were not designated – ”אבתיו תשלחו

by the word of Hashem, as was the case for the 

census stated in the beginning of Parshas 

Bamidbar, and for the apportioning of the Land.  A 

direct command from Hashem will never lead to a 

mishap if one heeds it, for – “ שומר מצוה לא ידע דבר

 He who obeys the commandment of“ – ”רע

Hashem will know no evil.”  Rather, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu commanded Moshe that they should be 

one man from each Shevet, who are leaders among 

them.  Moshe used his own judgment and selected 

the men to be sent on this mission, and it was they 

who brought evil upon their own Neshomos.   

ן"רמב  The list of – ”למטה ראובן“ 13:4 – 

these people who were to be sent to Kna’an are 

not listed in order of their division, nor by the order 

of their birth.  Rather they are listed here according 

to their personal greatness.  These were people 

who were leaders and princes of the people, but 

were not of equal stature.   

שמשון רפאך הירש' ר  ”כל נשיא בהם“ 13:2 – 

– These were not princes of the tribes of their 

fathers, who are called “ראשי בית אבתם.”  Rather, 

each one of them was “נשיא בהם” – they were 

 not at the head of the tribes, but in the – ”בהם“

midst of the people.  They were individuals who 

stood out from all the rest by virtue of their 

character and ability, though they were not in 

official positions of leadership.  

ויעלו בנגב “ Sotah 34b – 13:22 – בן יהוידע

 Rashi says that we learn from this – ”ויבא עד חברון

Posuk that Kaleiv separated himself from the 

“Atzas” Meraglim, the “advice” of the Meraglim, 

and went to Daven at Kivrei Avos.  He requested 

Rachamim that he should be saved from Atzas 

Meraglim.  Yehoshua had Moshe Rabbeinu save 

him from the Atzas Meraglim.  How did Kaleiv 

know that the Meraglim were going to say Loshon 

Hara about the land?  Also, why did Kaleiv Daven to 

be saved from the “Atzas Meraglim?”   It would 

seem to be more appropriate to say that Kaleiv 

Davened to be saved from the “Chet” of the 

Meraglim.  How could it be that the Meraglim, 

leaders of Klal Yisroel, could commit such a grave 

act of speaking Loshon Hara on the chosen land?   

The Meraglim thought that if Klal Yisroel went into 

the Land knowing that it is a beautiful land flowing 

with milk and honey, they would not receive much 

reward.  If one follows the will of Hashem for his 

own benefit, his Schar is less.  They came up with 

this plan to speak bad about the Land.  Klal Yisroel 

will go even with the bad reports because Hashem 

commanded them to.  They will therefore reap 

much reward for going into the Land.  This advice 

was from the Yetzer Hara.  We see at the outcome 

of the story the proof of what really happened at 

the beginning.  It is because of the bad report from 

the Meraglim that caused Klal Yisroel to refuse to 

go into Eretz Yisroel.  Kaleiv Davened at Kivrei Avos 
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to be saved from the “Atzas Meraglim”.  At that 

time it was bad advice.  It later turned into a Chet.  

שלח לך אנשים ויתרו “ 13:2 – אך פרי תבואה

 The Zohar Hakodosh explains that  - ”את ארץ כנען

this is a Remez to the Neshama being sent down to 

this world.  It says in the Sefer Haganuz that the 

 humility.  The ,הכנעה is from a Loshon of ארץ כנען

purpose of the Neshama being sent down to this 

world is to be Mekabel הכנעה.  The Neshama is 

high above high, and it is only through coming 

down to this world in a lowly Guf that it can be 

Mekabel this great Midah of humility.  The Torah 

attests that Moshe Rabbeinu was the humblest of 

all men, and he was to teach this Midah to others.  

 ,send down these great men – ”שלח לך אנשים“

 It says in Medrash Shir Hashirim that this – ”ויתרו“

means that they should survey the land with 

“ meaning with – ”חכמה“ מה -כח  ” – the power of 

המ  – “What am I?”  I am nothing, and I must be 

humble.  However, the Meraglim failed this test, 

and they did not adopt this great Midah, rather 

they thought highly of themselves – this refers to 

all of the Meraglim except Kaleiv and Yehoshua.   

שלח לך אנשים ויתרו את “ 13:2 - אמרי שפר

  .seems to be extra ”לך“ The word  - ”ארץ כנען

Rashi explains in the name of the Medrash that this 

teaches us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu was telling 

Moshe that He did not want to send Meraglim.  

Rather, if “לך” – you, Moshe, want to send, you can 

send.  We can explain the word “לך” in another 

way – The Zohar Hakodosh says that the sin of the 

Meraglim came about because they knew that 

when they entered the Land of Kna’an, they would 

no longer have their positions.  The Meraglim were 

Ba’alei Ga’avah and they ran after Kovod.  Moshe 

did not test them to see if they were humble or 

not, rather he just tested them if they were 

righteous individuals who followed the Torah.  The 

main Rotzon of Hakodosh Boruch Hu was that they 

should have the Midah of Anivus, and that they 

should not seek Kovod.  “שלח לך” – Hashem told 

Moshe that he should send “לך” those who are like 

“you” – just like you, Moshe, are humble, so too 

you shall choose those who are humble.  You shall 

choose those who hate Kovod, as you do.  

However, the Meraglim were not like Moshe, and 

that is what caused them to sin.   

ח"ברכת הרי שלח לך אנשים ויתרו “ 13:2 - 

 – ”אנשים“ ,Why does the Posuk say - ”את ארץ כנען

“men?  Had the Torah not told us, would we have 

thought that they were sending women? 

Additionally, why does the next Posuk repeat, “ כלם

 They were all men?”  The names are“ – ”אנשים

listed immediately after, and the names are all 

males, so why the need to tell us that they were 

men?  There was a man who was sitting at a table 

with his son to the right of him, and his daughter to 

the left of him.  A guest came to visit him, and sat 

opposite him. The guest asked the host, “Who is 

the person sitting to your right?”  The host 

responded, “That is my daughter.”  The guest asked 

the host, “Who is the person sitting to your left?”  

The host responded, “That is my son.”  The guest 

said to the host, “What are you saying, the one on 

your right looks like your son, and the one on the 

left looks like your daughter – why are you saying 

the opposite?”  The host responded, “Do not look 

at their faces, do not look at what you see, rather 

look at what is inside them.  Gevurah, strength, is 

something that is attributed to males, and 

weakness is attributed to females.  The one who 

looks like a male is in fact very weak, and that is 

why I called him my daughter, for he is weak as a 

female.  The one who looks like a female, is very 

strong, with very strong convictions, and I 

therefore called her my son, for she is mighty like a 

male.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted men of great 

strength to be sent to spy out the Land, so that 

they should not fear the great and mighty people 

they would see in Kna’an. Had weak individuals 

been sent to Kna’an, the Kna’anim would notice 

that there are strangers in their midst and would 

have fought with them.  Weak individuals would 

see the big mighty Kna’anim, and the color would 
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drain from their faces, and it would be apparent to 

all that they were strangers.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

did not want to make a miracle to save them at 

that point, and therefore, wanted only those who 

were mighty both in physical and inner strength.  

The Torah says twice, “אנשים” to tell us that they 

were mighty both in physical strength and inner 

strength.   

שלח לך אנשים ויתרו את “ 13:2 - קדושת לוי

 When a Yid goes to a place and serves – ”ארץ כנען

Hakodosh Boruch Hu in that place, then all of the 

Nitzotzos become embarrassed from the Yid, for he 

exposes the root and the main purpose of creation, 

and then it is easy for him to subjugate those 

Nitzotzos, making them Nitzotzos (sparks) of 

Kedusha. This was the purpose of sending the 

Meraglim.  However, in order for one to 

accomplish this, one must divest himself of his 

Gashmiyos, in order to embarrass the Nitzotzos.  

The Meraglim were to, “שלח לך,” – send away the 

Gashmiyos, before they went to survey the Land so 

that they would prepare the Land for the Nitzotzos 

to be subjugated, and become Nitzotzos of 

Kedusha.    

שלח לך אנשים ויתרו את “ 13:2 - יצב אברהם

 The Zohar Hakodosh says that the – ”ארץ כנען

Meraglim knew that there would no longer be 

Nesi’im once they entered Eretz Yisroel, and 

therefore they did not want to enter Eretz Yisroel 

so that they would keep their positions.  The Ba’al 

Haturim says on the Posuk, “ראשי בני ישראל המה” 

– “They were the heads of B’nei Yisroel” that the 

Gematria of the word, “המה” is fifty, to tell us that 

they were שרי חמשים, ministers over fifty.  The 

Nisoyon of the Meraglim was to see if they could 

put aside their personal desires and goals, and only 

have in mind those who they represented.  13:1 

“ אל משה לאמר' וידבר ד ” – “And Hashem spoke to 

Moshe saying” – the word, “לאמר” generally means 

that Moshe repeated it to someone else.  However, 

we don’t see anywhere that Moshe was told to say 

anything to anyone, rather just that he should send 

Meraglim to spy out the Land. Moshe was to tell 

the Meraglim, “לך“ – ”שלח לך אנשים” is the 

Gematria of fifty – send the fifty people that each 

of the Meraglim were in charge of.  The meaning  

of this is to separate yourself from them, and 

nullify yourself to them, so that your only goal is for 

their benefit.  After doing that, “ויתורו את ארץ כנען” 

– only then are you prepared to spy out the Land of 

Eretz Kna’an.  However, the Meraglim did not do 

that, rather they remained, “כולם אנשים”- they 

focused on their self-importance, instead of the 

needs and best interests of the people they 

represented.   

שלח לך אנשים ויתרו “ 13:2 – נועם אלימלך

 One’s Avodah in this world is to – ”את ארץ כנען

constantly recognize his insignificance compared to 

the Ribbono Shel Olam, and to restrain his physical 

desires.  By doing this, one’s Neshama stays 

attached to its roots, where it came from, from 

below the Kisai Hakovod.  “שלח לך” – Perform the 

proper Avodas Hashem, and learn Torah and 

perform Mitzvos in a way that you send your 

Neshama back to its roots, “ויתורו את ארץ כנען” – 

and the proper way is through, “הכנעה” – extreme 

humility.   

שלח לך אנשים ויתרו את “ 13:2 - קרן לדוד

 Why did Moshe send Meraglim to – ”ארץ כנען

survey the Land of Eretz Kna’an?  Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu promised Avrohom Avinu that his children 

would receive the Land, so why was it relevant to 

know anything about the place – except that if 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu said that they would receive 

it, they were going to receive it?  Moshe was not 

sending the Meraglim to figure out a strategy on 

how to defeat and conquer the Land.  Rather, 

Moshe wanted the Meraglim to see the giants 

there.  He wanted them to be completely 

intimidated on a personal level, meaning that they 

should recognize clearly that without the help of 

Hashem, a miracle, they have no chance of 

conquering the Land.  The purpose of this was so 

that Klal Yisroel should not think that they had the 
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strength to do it, rather they should put their full 

belief in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and know that it is 

only He Who could make it happen.  If Klal Yisroel 

would have that belief, then Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

would assist them in conquering the Land and 

inhabit it.  However, the Meraglim did not perform 

their job in that manner.  They went to see if they 

could defeat the people of Kna’an naturally, for if 

they were not able to, then they would not be able 

to conquer the Land, for certainly Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu would not perform a miracle for them.  

This was completely opposite of Moshe Rabbeinu’s 

intention – for he wanted them to recognize one 

hundred percent that it was all in the hands of the 

Ribbono Shel Olam.  If they were to realize that, 

and have full Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that 

would be the Zechus which would allow them to 

enter the Land.   

Perhaps now we can understand where the 

Meraglim went wrong, and the root cause of their 

heinous sin.  This was the Yetzer Hara at his best, 

convincing the Meraglim that they were doing a 

good thing.  These were truly great individuals, as 

the Ramban tells us that they were listed in order 

of greatness, and Kaleiv and Yehoshua were third 

and fifth on the list.  This makes it clear that these 

were indeed great individuals. This sends home the 

message all the more, that no matter how great 

one truly is and how much he has achieved in 

Ruchniyos, he must know that there is always a 

challenge in front him.  He must never get caught 

up in thinking that he knows the answer, and then 

seek proofs to back up his answer.  Rather one 

must always seek the truth, the unadulterated 

truth, based on the knowledge and proofs he finds.  

The Torah stresses that these were in fact holy and 

righteous individuals.  They were not people in 

positions of power through their familial ties or 

otherwise, rather they were truly accepted and 

revered among their peers.  Nonetheless, they fell 

into the trap of the Yetzer Hara and could not see 

the truth.  They were blinded by their Negius, 

subjectivity, and did not recognize the effect that it 

would have upon themselves. They did not just 

follow what Moshe Rabbeinu told them to do, 

rather they thought that it was they themselves 

who had to make the decision.  They were going to 

be the ones to decide if Klal Yisroel should in fact 

enter Eretz Yisroel or not.  They came up with 

many different reasons why they should return 

with an evil report.  Klal Yisroel will receive more 

reward if they go in after hearing such an evil 

report, or perhaps they should not even try to 

enter for it is a Land which eats up its inhabitants.  

  .The land eats its inhabitants ”אוכלת יושביה“ 14:32

The Meraglim saw many funerals happening.  It is a 

land where all of the people are always dying.  

Rashi says that Hakodosh Boruch Hu made this 

happen as a Tova, something good, for the 

Meraglim.  This caused the inhabitants to be very 

busy and they would therefore not notice the 

Meraglim.  The Meraglim only saw this as a 

dreadful sign of the Land.  If people were always 

dying, presumably there would not be any people 

left in the land.  How could the Meraglim not see 

the obvious, that this dying was an anomaly that 

Hashem created for their benefit?  The reason is 

simple.  They did not want to see.  Their conclusion 

was that Klal Yisroel should not enter the Land, and 

they searched for proofs to support it. One cannot 

find the truth if he begins with the conclusion and 

then seeks out proofs.  Rather one must begin 

without a conclusion, and then seek the absolute 

truth, without any subjectivity.  They really saw it 

that way, being that they could not separate 

themselves from their responsibility to act in the 

best interests of those they represented.  Their 

goal was so that they could keep their positions of 

power, and that would only be as long as they did 

not enter the Land.  May we be Zoche to shed our 

“I” when acting in positions for the Tzibur, and only 

act in the best interest of those we represent.   


