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Dvar Torah 
Yissochor Chamor Gorem (49:14) 

The holy Tzaddik, the Rebbe Reb Melech
to reward it cannot possibly be that we are 
When we fulfill a divine commandment we are fulfilling our obligation
reason that we were created. Since by doing 
purpose in life, we are not liable for any great or special reward for doing what we are 
supposed to. Logically, this argument is sound.

But if this is the case, we must 
that the reward is given for our struggle against the 
inclination that tempts and tests us
desire evil and to think impure thoughts of sin
obeying its wishes that is cause for ou
slander, licentiousness, debauchery, desires, passions and sinful thoughts, we are rewarded. 
It is a difficult and constant battle to break and subjugate the powerful forces of evil passion 
and desire for evil that is the yetzer hora
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יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)

  IHCEVAY 

CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

the Rebbe Reb Melech, teaches us in Noam Elimelech
to reward it cannot possibly be that we are rewarded purely for the observance of the 

ivine commandment we are fulfilling our obligation; 
reason that we were created. Since by doing mitzvos we are merely fulfilling our entire 

t liable for any great or special reward for doing what we are 
this argument is sound. 

we must therefore seek the reason for our reward
for our struggle against the yetzer hora! Hashem

inclination that tempts and tests us at every moment and turn. It causes us to lust after and 
desire evil and to think impure thoughts of sin, Heaven forbid. It is our struggle against 

is cause for our reward. When we guard ourselves against lies, 
slander, licentiousness, debauchery, desires, passions and sinful thoughts, we are rewarded. 

battle to break and subjugate the powerful forces of evil passion 
yetzer hora. This is in fact a great self-affliction akin to fasting. 

mos – Noam Elimelech 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)    

 

Noam Elimelech that with respect 
rewarded purely for the observance of the mitzvos. 

 it is for this very 
we are merely fulfilling our entire 

t liable for any great or special reward for doing what we are 

seek the reason for our reward. He explains 
Hashem created an evil 

causes us to lust after and 
t is our struggle against 

r reward. When we guard ourselves against lies, 
slander, licentiousness, debauchery, desires, passions and sinful thoughts, we are rewarded. 

battle to break and subjugate the powerful forces of evil passion 
affliction akin to fasting. 
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Hashem uses this struggle to purify and refine us, in the same way that a mitzva sanctifies us, 
as we say when we recite the berocha “asher kidshonu bemitzvosov”. 

This is what our pasuk hints at, teaches the Noam Elimelech: yesh sochor shehachomer 
gorem – this is reward caused by the gross physical chomriyus of the evil yetzer’s desires! A 
person gains his reward because the chomer – the gross physicality of the body – desires and 
lusts after forbidden pursuits, and when we break and overcome these desires – this is gorem 
– the cause of our sechar (reward)! 

n 

Story 
What a Great Gehinnom! 

Once, after the Rebbe Reb Melech had left this world, the Kozhnitzer Maggid was seen 
smiling. When asked why he was smiling, the Maggid told the following:  

When the holy Rebbe Reb Melech reached the next world and they questioned him, he 
answered them truthfully.  

“Did you daven? Did you study Torah?”  

“No, not enough, not really lishma.”  

He honestly believed that it was true. And in response to his testimony, the Bais Din 
ruled that if he had not studied Torah or davened he deserved Gehinnom. And so they prepared 
to take him there after pronouncing the verdict. Of course, in the world of truth it was known 
that he was humble and that he had davened and studied Torah and so they actually took him 
to Gan Eden. When he arrived the Tzaddik exclaimed, “See how great and loving is Hashem! If 
Gehinnom is this good just imagine how great Gan Eden must be!!!”  

In his humility he did not immediately grasp where he was and where they had taken 
him; he thought they had actually brought him to Gehinnom. (Yag Oros Pshevorsk p. 59) 

n n n 

 

 

 

 

Segulos Yisrael and Preparation for Shovavim 

Gather Together 

“Hei’osfu – gather together and I shall tell you what will occur…at the end of days” 
(49:1) 

The Apta Rav teaches in Ohev Yisrael on this pasuk in Vayechi that often a blemish on 
the bris kodesh comes from a similar blemish of the bris haloshon, when a person does not 
properly guard his speech from things like loshon hora, lies, slander, curses, oaths, and other 
forms of negative forbidden speech, leading to a pegam (blemish) on the bris kodesh. 

Our earlier sages instituted fasting and teshuva during the weeks of Shovavim (an 
acronym formed from the initials of Shemos, Va’eira, Bo, Beshalach, Yisro and Mishpotim) as is 

 
Ahava Rabba – Ohev Yisrael 
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known from the seforim hakedoshim. In our days, when we are on a lower spiritual level and 
can no longer undergo fasts and self-mortification, whoever’s heart is touched by fear of 
Hashem should nevertheless try to do his best to strengthen himself and do teshuva because 
these sins are grave. 

n 

Segula for Shovavim 

These Parshiyos of Shovavim are an auspicious time for repenting over these sins and 
rectifying them. It is therefore proper to focus in the silent Shemone Esrei on the berocha of Teka 
Beshofar Godol, concentrating on the kavonos found in the Siddur Arizal, and to recite the Yehi 
Rotzon tefilla before the conclusion of this berocha. All this should be done with Yiras Shomayim 
and an awakening of desire from the heart. 

n 

Teshuva Through Torah 

The primary form of teshuva, however, is through Torah study, davening and tzedoka, 
each person according to his own abilities, especially Torah study that includes Torah Shebe’al 
Peh (such as Mishnayos and Gemora) and especially in the format where you study to 
understand how the conclusions of practical Halocha are reached. This is the preferred study 
for such a tikkun, because it is a refinement process of studying and analyzing divergent 
opinions and reaching a final conclusion, like a refinement that cleans out impurities leaving 
a solid and pure compound at the conclusion of the process. So too here, by studing Torah 
Shebe’al Peh focused on Halocha, we gather the good and cast aside the klipos (husks of 
impurity). We rescue what the klipa has swallowed and redeem it, leading the way for tikkun 
pegam habris – to rectifty the blemish of the bris kodesh. 

n 

Unifying Heart and Mouth 

Whoever studies in this way and all the more so whoever studies truly lishma – purely 
for its sake, with no ulterior motives – this teshuva gathers the fallen sparks and brings them 
back to their root source, to the fallen final letter hei of Hashem’s name, reuniting her with her 
master. Since all things follow the intent of the heart, this also unifies our mouths and our 
hearts, which in turn is a unification between the final letter hei in Hashem’s name (signifying 
Malchus and the mouth) to the first letter hei in Hashem’s name (which is Bina, the heart). 

This is how we can read our pasuk – Hei’osfu – as two words. Hei – the letter hei; asfu – 
shall you gather together. Gather the letter hei and make one bundle. Then – agida lochem – 
instead of reading this as “I shall tell you”, agida can be understood as aguda lochem – “I shall 
bind you together” – then you will be unified and this will protect you all from any form of 
harsh decrees or judgments. 

nnn 
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“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

The Holiest Place 

It is said in the name of Rav Meir Abuchatzeira of Ashdod that the holiest place where 
tefillos are answered is the tziun of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh. Some even say that the main 
reason Rav Yaakov Abuchatzeira traveled to Eretz Yisrael was to daven at the tziun of the Ohr 
HaChaim HaKodosh. (Toldos Ohr HaChaim introduction) 

n 

Specializing in Peshat 

I should point out that the commentary of the Ohr HaChaim is one of those specific 
commentaries that through Hashgocha Protis (Divine Providence) was printed together with 
the Chumash like the commentary of Rashi. It is therefore more connected to the simple, plain 
meaning (peshat) of the text more than other commentaries that were printed on their own. 
(Toras Menachem by Rebbe Menachem Mendel Schneerson of Lubavitch) 

n 

Every Time a New Taste 

Rav Moshe Weiss was a Chassid affectionately known as Reb Moshe Batlan (because he 
was always learning and botel from work). He was an expert in the Ohr HaChaim and was 
always studying it. He was so attached to the Ohr HaChaim that he knew it by heart and 
would often quote it verbatim. He would also teach from it, often adding his own comments 
and novel insights. When asked why he did not gather his comments and print them as a 
commentary to the Ohr HaChaim, he answered, “What can I do? Every time I learn the sefer 
Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh I find a new flavor; the explanations are fresh and different each time 
as well! The sefer Ohr HaChaim can be studied in the manner of Pardes – Peshat, Remez, Derush 
and Sod, simple straightforward meaning, hints and allusions, sermons and exegesis and the 
secrets of Kabbola. So why should I write a sefer when next time I study the sefer I will 
understand it in a whole new and different manner, and taste in it a brand new ta’am?!” (Ner 
HaMaaravi 429) 

nn 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

Yehuda, the Redeemer of Captive Souls, to Establish the Monarchy of Bais Dovid 

Gur Aryeh Yehuda – “Yehuda is like a lion cub” (49:9). 

The Ohr HaChaim gives the following introduction in which he explains this pasuk: 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    
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The first man, Odom HoRishon, was like a tree whose many branches extended in 
many directions. All holy souls that once came and will one day come from the side of 
kedusha are all branches from Odom’s tree. When Odom sinned, the side of evil captured 
some of these holy souls. Tzaddikim and Anshei Emes (men of truth) in each generation seek 
out these captive souls to redeem them and save them from the clutches of evil. The holy 
nation of Yisrael, Am Hashem (G-d’s people), are constantly refining the world and daily 
trying to save these captives and redeem them. They do this using the holy source that 
Hashem planted within our nation, the Torah and mitzvos. Sometimes when a holy soul 
becomes attached to an impure soul by force against her will, the holy soul can redeem the 
captive spark found in that impure soul as well; this is secret of why Shechem ben Chamor’s 
soul cleaved in dveikus to Dina bas Yaakov’s soul (Vayishlach ch. 34), because Dina’s holy soul 
drew forth and pulled out the captive holy soul which was found in Shechem. Our Sages say 
(Arizal in the three sources: Likkutei Torah Vayishlach, Shaar HaGilgulim 36, Shaar HaPesukim 
Vayeitze) that this was the soul of Rav Chanina ben Tradyon as hinted at by the acrostic his 
name spells – Rechavas – as the pasuk tells us that the land was rachavas yodayim (34:21) – the 
land was bountiful and expansive. 

Sometimes such a holy soul is born into the world in a foreign body, because the 
klippos and impure souls spawn so many numerous offspring and it is easy for such a holy 
soul to slip in there as well. The holy soul desires to walk on the path of good and 
righteousness, and this is the secret of the souls of geirim (converts), who convert of their own 
volition, desiring to attach themselves to the side of holiness. Sometimes the master who 
holds such holy souls captive only allows them to go free if they are born into the world 
through sinful abhorrent unions, such as the holy soul of Rus, who was from Moav (Moav 
was born through an incestuous relationship). Notice how from Rus are descended the kings 
of Malchus Bais Dovid – and this royalty comes from Moav about whom Chazal declare (Bova 
Kama 38b) that their sins were worse than Amon’s! Yet, despite this, greater sanctity comes 
from Moav. Because Lot had greatness, his descendants were great, because even among evil 
and klipos, there are levels of greatness. We can see clearly that among the nations there are 
royal families and pedigree of kings, some greater than others and some of lesser stature such 
as lords, dukes and barons, demonstrating that there is a hierarchy even among the klipos. 

Our Sages call these final days Ikvesa DiMeshicha – “the heels of Moshiach” – (Sota 49b). 
The secret here is that we are constantly refining the gross material and releasing captive holy 
sparks. When the last refinements have all been made, we will have reached the end – the 
heel. Chazal called this the okeiv (heel) because it is the end or extremity of a man’s limbs. In 
the past great souls were refined, freed and redeemed, such as our great patriarch and 
forefather Avrohom Avinu, the first righteous convert, and Sora Imeinu, Rus the Moabite, and 
in later generations, the souls of Shemaya, Avtalyon and Onkelos the Ger. Although today we 
also have righteous converts, today’s geirim are of a smaller stature than those great 
Tzaddikim, because we have reached the end, the final extremity – the heel. All the 
refinements are coming to an end. 

Based on this introduction we can understand why Hashem sent an angel who forced 
Yehuda to be with Tamar (Bereishis Rabba 84): through such an improper union which was 
against the Torah, and because Yehuda was forced, and he did not recognize Tamar as his 
daughter-in-law, he was able to redeem the holy souls of Peretz and Zerach, held captive by 
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the forces of evil. And how many Tzaddikim and the entire Malchus Bais Dovid were their 
descendants! Only Yehuda, whose lineage was royal and whose destiny was to father kings, 
could redeem such lofty souls in such a manner. Through this negative act (performed 
unconsciously and by force), he was able to enter the realm of evil and redeem its captives. 

This is what the pasuk means, says the Ohr HaChaim: Before he lived with Tamar, 
Yehuda was a gur, a cub; afterward, he was uplifted to be an arye, a lion, because the souls he 
redeemed would rule as kings (the lion, king of the beasts, represents royalty). How did he 
merit this level? asks the Ohr HaChaim. He answers that the continuation of the pasuk holds 
the secret: miteref beni olisa – from that teref – from the prey that was captured and held 
captive, which Yehuda redeemed, olisa – he was uplifted to be the forefather of the dynasty of 
Malchus Bais Dovid. These lofty souls were preyed upon and captured from Odom HoRishon’s 
tree branches by the forces of evil after he sinned. Now, through his actions with Tamar, he 
redeemed them, and thus he too became uplifted, because his descendants would rule as 
kings. 

n n 
 

RABBI ASHEAR TRANSCRIPT 

An Easy Recipe 
 

Chazal tell us in Maseches Berachos that whenever anything happens to a person in life, 
he should be: "במאד מאד' מודה לה"   "He should thank Hashem for it very, very much." Our Rabbis 
are careful with their words. They do not say anything extra. Here, they did not say, "Thank 
Hashem a lot." They said, "Very, very much." The Gemara is talking about even when 
something happens that appears to be negative. The very difficult service is to be able to 
thank Hashem so much for situations in which we wish that we did not have to be. Someone 
who is able to do that is on a very high level of Emunah.  

The Gemara is also referring to thanking Hashem when we receive revealed good- 
something- that we are naturally very happy about. This should be an easy service. I just 
spoke to somebody who had his first child, and his eyes were teary, as he praised Hashem for 
his wonderful gift. His words were so beautiful. He immediately acknowledged that it was 
Hashem who bestowed this kindness upon him.  

We need to train ourselves to understand that every benefit that we enjoy in life is a 
present directly from Hashem. Then, we will naturally be running to thank Him.  

          The value of a few words of thank You to Hashem is unfathomable. The Gemara says in 
Maseches Shabbos that if Hashem performs a miracle for a person, then it reduces his merits in 
the Next World. Yet, Chazal also tell us in the Midrash Tehillim, that if Hashem performs a 
miracle for a person, and that person sings a song of praise to Hashem to thank Him for the 
miracle, then that person will be forgiven for all of his sins.  

The implication is that not only does he not lose anything, but he even gains. 
Acknowledging that a miracle is from Hashem, and appreciating it, can restore the lost merit. 
We know that nothing that this world has to offer can compare to the merit of even one 
Mitzvah. We never want to lose a merit. This is how great appreciation is- not only does it 
restore the merits, but it even achieves for us atonement for our sins. 

Recording Available 
Via Telephone 

Dial: (605) 475-4799; 
Access ID: 840886# 
Reference #: 919 



7 � Vayechi / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

The Shomer Emunim adds that if this is the reward for saying thank you for an open 
miracle, something not so difficult to appreciate, how much more so, if a person would thank 
Hashem for the hidden miracles. We have hidden miracles happening to us all of the time. If 
we would open our eyes and realize that they are all from Hashem, and thank Him for them, 
then we can become so great. 

          The Yesod V'shoresh Ha'Avoda wrote that he would thank Hashem for every little 
kindness that he would receive throughout his day. The Chozeh of Lublin said that it was 
revealed to him from heaven how valuable that service was to Hashem. (See attached tefillah of 
Thanks to Hashem.) 

Everybody wants to know the secret to happiness and success. It is not a secret. 
Happiness comes from appreciating. Rabbi Miller taught that our souls experience the 
greatest pleasures when we focus on the goodness from Hashem, and thank Him for it. When 
our souls are happy, then we are happy.  

The key to success is blessing from Hashem. The Shomer Emunim writes based on the 
Midrash, that Yosef HaTzaddik achieved all of his successes because he always had Hashem on 
his mouth. He would ask Hashem constantly for help, and then he would thank Hashem 
immediately afterwards, recognizing that it was Him who brought him the success.  

The Torah says about Yosef: "מצליח בידו' כל אשר הוא עושה ה"  - "Everything that he did, Hashem 
brought success to him." The Pasuk is there to teach us that we can have the same success if 
we follow in the same path. 

          It is a very easy recipe. Ask and thank. Ask and thank, all day long. Nobody has to hear 
you. It is private between you and Hashem. Whatever you are going to do, ask Hashem, "Please 
help me now." And, afterward say "Thank You."  

The Pasuk says: "ולעול� חסד' ב הכי טו"  - "Hashem is good, His kindness is forever." The 
Shomer Emunim explains that when we say, " טוב ה כי " - That Hashem is good, and that He is 
helping us, then " חסדו לעול� " - We bring His kindness upon us and the entire world.  

We can never thank Hashem enough for his kindnesses. Each time we recognize them, 
and say thank you for them, we accomplish so much. 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
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that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov

The author of the Pele Yo’etz
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא�ֵהי

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bou

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS BEGINNING 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Teves

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 17th of Teves ~ Begins Mot
� Rav Yaakov Krantz, Dubno Maggid

ben Ze’ev (Wolf) Krantz showed exceptional homiletical and kabbalistic talents at an early 

age, and by the age of twenty had become the 

preaching throughout the cities around Lublin in Poland, finally settling in Dubnow. His 

reputation as a Maggid spread, bringing him in contact with the great 

period, including the Vilna 

stories and parables to transmit deeper ethical and moral teachings, (5565/1804);

� Rav Ephraim Fishel Shapira

the Rebbe Elimelech and the 

� Rav Aryeh Leibush Lipschitz

� Rav Pinchas Epstein, Av Bais Din

Vayechi / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 

Yom Tov as well. 

Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא�ֵהי ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

BEGINNING MOTZAI SHABBOS VAYECH
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Teves 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Motzai Shabbos (Jan 14th) 
Dubno Maggid (1741–1804). Born in a province of Vilna, Yaakov 

tz showed exceptional homiletical and kabbalistic talents at an early 

age, and by the age of twenty had become the darshan of his city. From there he began 

preaching throughout the cities around Lublin in Poland, finally settling in Dubnow. His 

spread, bringing him in contact with the great 

period, including the Vilna Gaon. The majority of his works were in homiletics, using 

stories and parables to transmit deeper ethical and moral teachings, (5565/1804);

ishel Shapira of Strikov (1743–1822). A talmid of the Maggid

Elimelech and the Chozeh of Lublin, he was called the Ola Temima

Rav Aryeh Leibush Lipschitz of Vishnitza, the Aryeh d’Bei Ilai, (5610/1849);

Av Bais Din of Yerushalayim (1887–1969). Born in Griva, Lithuania, 

has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
when lighting the candle. This is not only 

1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

and translated below, 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 



Z 

HI 

www.anshe.org 

1804). Born in a province of Vilna, Yaakov 

tz showed exceptional homiletical and kabbalistic talents at an early 

of his city. From there he began 

preaching throughout the cities around Lublin in Poland, finally settling in Dubnow. His 

spread, bringing him in contact with the great Rabbonim of the 

. The majority of his works were in homiletics, using 

stories and parables to transmit deeper ethical and moral teachings, (5565/1804); 

Maggid of Mezritch, 

Ola Temima, (5583/1822); 

, (5610/1849); 

1969). Born in Griva, Lithuania, 
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his primary teacher was Rav Zalman Sender Kahana Shapiro in Bialystok. In 1904, he 

settled in Eretz Yisrael with his father and began studying at Yeshiva Toras Chaim in the Old 

City of Yerushalayim. Rav Epstein was one of the founders and early leaders of the Eida 

HaChareidis, a group that split from the established Yerushalayim community in 1919 in 

response to the growing influence of the Zionists on the existing religious council. In 1949, 

he was appointed to head the Eida HaChareidis, (5730/1969); 

� Rav Suleiman (Salman) Mutzafi of Yerushalayim (1900–1974). Born in Baghdad, his 

father, Rav Tzion Meir, descended from an illustrious family of Torah scholars who first 

arrived in Baghdad during the Spanish expulsion, (5735/1974). 

� 18th of Teves ~ Begins Sunday Night (Jan 15th) 
� Rav Huna bar Mar Zutra, Reish Galusa killed al kiddush Hashem, (4231/470); 

� Rav Tzvi Elimelech Shapira of Dinow (1783–1841), born to Rav Pesach and his wife, the 

niece of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk. A talmid of the Chozeh of Lublin, Tzvi Elimelech was 

told by the Chozeh that he was from Shevet Yissochor, which explained the talmid’s special 

feelings toward Chanuka, as it is known that the Sanhedrin of the Chashmono’im had many 

members from Shevet Yissochor. This is the source of the name of his sefer, Bnei Yissoschor 

[Hamodia 2005 says 1850], (5602/1841); 

� Rav Moshe of Korestchov. Born to the Chernobyler Maggid, Rav Mordechai, Rav Moshe 

was the grandson of the Me’or Einayim of Chernobyl on his father’s side and Rav Aharon 

HaGodol of Karlin on his mother’s side. His brother was Rav Yochonon of Rachmastrivka. 

A few years after his father’s petira, he acceded to the urging of the Chassidim and set up 

his court in Korestchov. He was succeeded by his son, Rav Mordechai, (5627/1866); 

� Rav Chaim Shmuel Horowitz of Chentchin, (5676/1915); 

� Rav Moshe Chalfon of Djerba, Tunisia, mechaber of Sho’el Venishal and Bris Kehuna, 

(5635–5711/1874– 1950); 

� Rav Mendel Geffner, initiator of mass Chol Hamo’ed Bircas Kohanim, (5749/1988); 

� Rav Moshe Heller of Yerushalayim, only son of Rav Refoel Tzvi Mechel Heller, 

(5763/2002); 

� Rav Aryeh Leibish Halberstam, the Zhmigrader Rebbe (1912–2007). Two of his sons 

succeeded him: the Sanz-Zhmigrader Rebbe of Boro Park and the Sanz-Zhmigrader Rebbe 

of Europe, (5768/2007). 

� 19th of Teves ~ Begins Monday Night (Jan 16th) 
� Rav Arye Leib HaKohen Heller, mechaber of Ketzos HaChoshen, Avnei Miluim and Shev 

Shmaatsa, (5574/1813); 

� Rav Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin Sofer, the Kesav Sofer (1815–1872). Born and died in 

Pressburg, Hungary, oldest son of the Chasam Sofer and grandson of Rav Akiva Eiger 

through his mother, Rebbetzin Sorel. After his father’s petira in 1839, the Ksav Sofer 

succeeded him as Rav and Rosh Yeshiva in Pressburg, at the unusually young age of twenty-

four. He served Pressburg for thirty-three years, the exact number of years his father had 

served before him, (5633/1872); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel Zaks, son-in-law of the Chofetz Chaim, (5735/1974). 

� 20th of Teves ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Jan 17th) 
� Rav Moshe ben Maimon, the Rambam (1135–1204). Born at Cordova, Spain, the Rambam 

received his rabbinical instruction from his father, Maimon. Moshe was only thirteen years 

old when Cordova fell into the hands of the fanatical Almohades, and Rav Maimon and the 
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other Jews were compelled to choose between Islam and exile. Rav Maimon and his family 

chose the latter course, and for twelve years led a nomadic life, wandering throughout 

Spain. In 1160 they settled in Fez, Morocco. In 1165 they went to Acco, to Yerushalayim, 

and then to Fostat (Cairo), where they settled. After the petira of Maimon, Moshe’s brother 

Dovid supported the family by trading in precious stones. Dovid perished at sea, and with 

him was lost not only his own fortune, but large sums that had been entrusted to him by 

other traders. These events affected Rambam’s health, and he went through a long sickness. 

After several years of practice, the Rambam’s authority in medical matters was firmly 

established, and he was appointed private physician to Saladin’s vizier, who recommended 

him to the royal family. Between the years 1158 and 1190 Rambam produced a commentary 

on the Mishna, the Mishne Torah and the philosophical work Moreh Nevuchim, 

(4965/1204); 

� Rav Yaakov Abuchatzeira, grandson of the founder of the Abuchatzeira family, Rav 

Shmuel (Elbaz), and son of Rav Masoud, who was Rav of Tafelaletch (Tafilalt), Morocco. 

He took his father’s position upon the latter’s petira and built the Yeshiva there, which 

produced thousands of students. He wrote many seforim on all aspects of Torah, including 

Abir Yaakov. His grandson is Rav Yisrael, the Baba Sali, and his great-grandson is Rav Meir 

Abuchatzeira. In 1880, he attempted to move to Eretz Yisrael, but was niftar in Damanhur, 

Egypt, where he is buried, (5641/1880); 

� Rav Simcha Yissochor Dov of Chechenov, (5675/1914); 

� Rav Yisrael Reich of Budapest, (5694/1933); 

� Rav Refoel Eliyohu Eliezer Mishkovski (1917–1981), Rav of the town of Rechasim and 

Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Knesses Chizkiyohu in Kfar Chassidim, both in northern Eretz 

Yisrael). Mechaber of Mishnas Eliyohu, (5742/1981); 

� Rav Elimelech (Meilich) Izak (1943–2006). He was named after his mother’s ancestor, the 

Noam Elimelech. He was born in Yerushalayim, learned at the Chayei Olam Yeshiva, and 

became a leading Chassid of Karlin-Stolin. In his later years, he was appointed director of 

the Karlin Talmud Torah and Yeshiva and gabbai of the Bais Medrash, (5767/2006). 

� 21st of Teves ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Jan 18th) 
� Rav Yosef Shatzkes, Av Bais Din of Brod, (5631/1871); 

� Birthdate and Yahrzeit of Shimon ben Yaakov Avinu, (1567 BCE); 

� Rav Shlomo, Rav of Vilna at the time of the Vilna Gaon, (5552/1791); 

� Rav Eliyohu Eliezer Mishkovsky, Rosh Yeshiva of Knesses Chizkiyohu in Kefar 

Chassidim, Eretz Yisrael. The Yeshiva Knesses Chizkiyohu was founded in 1949 at the 

behest of the Chazon Ish. It was first located in Zichron Yaakov and was headed by Rav 

Noach Shimanowitz. Six years later, it moved to its permanent residence in Kfar Chassidim, 

under the guidance of the Mashgiach, Rav Eliyohu Lopian and the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav 

Mishkovsky, (20th of Teves, according to Yated 2007), (5742/1981); 

� Rav Yisrael Dov of Vilednik, the She’eiris Yisrael (1789–1849 or 1850). Also known as the 

Maggid of Vilednik, he was a talmid of Rav Mordechai Twersky (1770–1837), the 

Chernobyler Rebbe. During his lifetime, thousands journeyed to the She’eiris Yisrael for 

blessing, inspiration and consultation. Before he passed away, he told his talmidim that 

whoever would reach out and touch his door seeking help would be aided. Today, even 

thousands of non-Jews come to pray at his gravesite in their times of need. The She’eiris 

Yisrael’s reputation continues to endure among generations of gentiles in the area, and many 
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Jews from around the world travel to his kever in Vilednik, Ukraine, on his Yahrzeit, 

(5610/1849); 

� Rav Matzliach Mazuz, the Ish Matzliach (1912–1971). The son of Rav Refoel and Rochel 

Mazuz, Matzliach was born on the island city of Djerba. When he was eleven, he was 

accepted into the Yeshiva of the eminent Rav Rachamim Chai Chavita HaKohen. After his 

marriage in 1930, Rav Matzliach moved to Tunis, where he served as a Mashgiach Ruchani 

in the Chevras HaTalmud Yeshiva for thirteen years. He was later appointed to the position 

of Dayan in the Bais Din of Tunis. Six hundred couples came to him for divorces between 

the years 1955–1958, and he managed to make sholom bayis between 75 percent of them. 

He founded the Kisei Rachamim Yeshiva in Tunis, named after his mentor, Rav Rachamim 

Chai Chavita. Years later, his sons reestablished this Yeshiva in Bnei Brak. In 1971, while 

Rav Matzliach was returning from a pre-dawn minyan, clad in tallis and tefillin, a group of 

Arabs attacked and killed him. Among Rav Matzliach’s writings are: Shu”t Ish Matzliach, 

on the four parts of Shulchon Aruch, three of which are in print so far; Kuntress 

HaMa’arochos, which discusses the rules of issuing halachic decisions; Matzliach Yeshua, a 

collection of chiddushim on the Shas; and Mogen V’Tzina, answers to questions on the 

Maharsha. The rest of his writings are still in manuscript form. Rav Matzliach is survived 

by his sons: Rav Mayer, Rosh Yeshiva of Kisei Rachamim in Bnei Brak and the leader of the 

Tunisian community in Eretz Yisrael; Rav Yosef Tzemach, the director and Mashgiach 

Ruchani of the Yeshiva; and Rav Rachamim, also a Mashgiach Ruchani. One of Rav 

Matzliach’s daughters is married to Rav Yitzchok Barda, mechaber of Yitzchok Yeranen, 

and another to Rav Chanan Kablan, a Dayan, (5732/1971). 

� 22nd of Teves ~ Begins Thursday Night (Jan 19th) 
� Rav Shmuel Heller, Ashkenazi Rav of Tsefas for forty years. On the 24th of Teves in 1837, 

he was discovered buried up to his neck in stones. He had been standing under the lintel of 

the Bais Medrash Ari at the moment of the earthquake. His wounds were so severe that he 

was bedridden for six months, and lost the use of one arm for the rest of his life. Rav 

Shmuel was a talmid of Rav Avrohom Dov Auerbach of Avritch (1765–1840), who spent 

ten years as Rav in Tzefas, (5645/1884); 

� Rav Yehuda Leib Eiger (1816–1888). A grandson of Rav Akiva Eiger, Rav Leibel was 

born in Warsaw. He learned under Rav Yitzchok Meir Alter, the Chiddushei HaRim in 

Warsaw. At twenty, he married and moved to Lublin, where he davened at the shul of the 

Chozeh. There, he befriended Rav Yisrael, the Chozeh’s son. He then moved to Kotzk. He 

became a Rebbe after the Rebbe of Izbitza passed away in 1854. After his petira, his son, 

Rav Avrohom, printed his seforim Toras Emes and Imrei Emes, (5649/1888); 

� Rav Sholom Moskowitz of Shatz, a Romanian town in the Bukovina district (1878–1958). 

A direct descendant (fifth generation) of Rav Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov and a great-

grandson of Rav Michel of Premishlan, he was named after his mother’s great-grandfather, 

the Sar Sholom of Belz. After learning at Shatz, he traveled to the famed Maharsham (Rav 

Sholom Schwadron) of Berzhan to study practical halocha and to receive semicha. After 

leading a group of Chassidim in Cologne, Germany, Rav Sholom arrived in London, in 

1927, where he served for thirty years. Among his seforim is a commentary on Perek Shira. 

He promised to help anyone who comes to his kever on a Friday morning and lights three 

candles (a tradition mentioned in Sefer Tikkunim). He is buried in the Enfield Bais Kevoros, 

London, England, (5719/1958). 
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� 23rd of Teves ~ Begins Friday Night (Jan 20th) 
� Rav Yehuda Arye Leib HaLevi Epstein, known as Rav Leibush of Ople. Orphaned of his 

father, Rav Yechiel Michel Epstein, and his mother at a young age, Rav Leibush and his two 

younger brothers were supported by a simple Jew of Ostrovsta. He was a Chassid of the Yid 

HaKodosh and the Chozeh of Lublin. He became Rav of Ozerov in 1812. His most famous 

descendant was Rav Moshe Yechiel Michel HaLevi Epstein, the Aish Da’as of Ozerov, 

(5598/1837); 

� Rav Gedalia Hertz (1914–1977). Born in Ujazd, near Tomashov, Poland, he left for the 

Lubavitch Yeshiva Tomchei Temimim in Warsaw after his bar mitzva. After some years, he 

went to Grodno to the Yeshiva of Rav Shimon Shkop. After marrying in 1935, he moved to 

Eretz Yisrael and entered the Yeshiva Sfas Emes in Yerushalayim. The following year, the 

Gerrer Rebbe, the Imrei Emes, decided to open a branch in Tel Aviv, which was later named 

Yeshivas Chiddushei HaRim; Rav Gedalia was chosen as Rosh Yeshiva while still in his 

early twenties. After the founding of the State of Israel, he was chosen to be the 

representative of the Vaad HaYeshivos to government officials and was instrumental in 

getting Ben Gurion to accept a deferral for all Yeshiva students. In 1955, Rav Gedalia 

became the Rav of the newly established Yeshiva kehilla in Sydney, Australia. In 1963, he 

returned to Eretz Yisrael, (5738/1977). 

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, עפר הצדיקי� שוכני  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 
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Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

RavRavRavRav    Tzvi Elimelech Shapira of DynowTzvi Elimelech Shapira of DynowTzvi Elimelech Shapira of DynowTzvi Elimelech Shapira of Dynow, , , , 11118888
thththth
    of of of of TevesTevesTevesTeves    

Mechaber of Bnei Yissoschor

Once, when Rav Tzvi Elimelech was 
traveling to visit his Rebbe, the Chozeh of 
Lublin, he was pondering the following 
question in his mind on the way: I wonder 
why my soul is so inspired and aflame 
every Chanuka. I myself do not descend 
from a family of Kohanim, so it cannot be 
that I am descended from the 
Chashmono’im. Perhaps I should ask my 
Rebbe when I arrive in Lublin.”  

In fact, when Rav Tzvi Elimelech 
arrived in Lublin, even before he opened 
his mouth to ask, the Chozeh said, “You are 
descended from Shevet Yissochor and the 
reason you feel such sanctity that excites 
you on Chanuka is that you were previously 
a member of the Bais Din of Chashmonai.” 
This is the reason why Rav Tzvi Elimelech 
named his sefer on the Moadim “Bnei 
Yissoschor.” (Bais Shlomo, p. 1 footnote 1) 

    

Rav Arye Leib HellerRav Arye Leib HellerRav Arye Leib HellerRav Arye Leib Heller, , , , 11119999
thththth
    of of of of TevesTevesTevesTeves    

Mechaber of Ketzos HaChoshen 

It is said in the name of the Divrei 
Chaim of Sanz that the Ketzos 
HaChoshen’s popularity needs explaining, 
since many other Geonim who were greater 
in lomdus and Torah did not enjoy such 
acclaim. The Divrei Chaim explained that 
Rav Heller studied Torah with great Yiras 

Shomayim; he would closet himself in a 
special private room and do teshuva, crying 
and asking that he not be counted among 
those about whom Hashem says, “What 
have you to do with My laws?” (Avodas 
HaLeviim on Masechta Shavuos, 
Introduction) 

    

RRRRav av av av YYYYaakov aakov aakov aakov AAAAbuchatzeirabuchatzeirabuchatzeirabuchatzeira, , , , 22220000
thththth
    of of of of TevesTevesTevesTeves    

The Abir Yaakov 

Rav Dovid Chai Abuchatzeira of 
Nahariya told the following story about his 
illustrious forebear, the Abir Yaakov: 

There was once a group of gabbo’im 
who were the tzedoka collectors in 
Tefilalat, Morocco. They passed by the 
house of a certain ba’al habayis and heard 
him counting his money. The sound of the 
coins as they jingled when counted was 
well known; it was even well known how to 
differentiate between gold coins and silver 
ones. The gold coins were heavier and 

made almost no sound when counted 
whereas the silver ones were much louder 
when they clanged. This gave birth to the 
well-known saying: speech is silver and 
silence golden! 

This group decided to wait patiently 
outside and count in tandem with the 
householder, hoping to find out exactly 
how much money he had. Then he would 
be unable to deny his wealth; even if he was 
stingy and tightfisted they would be able to 
demand a just donation for charity. The 
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tzedoka collectors “heard the coins” and 
determined by their sound that they were 
golden. Furthermore, they counted out five 
thousand gold coins jingle one after the 
other – altogether a princely sum. And so 
they entered smiling smugly and demanded 
a donation of no less than five thousand 
gold coins! 

The poor householder was baffled 
and embarrassed, and earnestly denied 
that he had so much money. The gabbo’im 
did not accept his words and refused to 
back down. The matter came before the 
Rav, the Abir Yaakov, for judgment. The 
poor householder cried and pleaded with 
Rav Abuchatzeira that he did not own so 
much money and there was some kind of 
error. 

The Rav listened and said, “Your 
words ring true, that you do not have five 
thousand gold coins – and if so, I give my 

berocha that you will!!!” 

That day the poor blacksmith, for 
that was our baal habayis’s job, took the 
five thousand horseshoes that he had been 
counting (that was the clanging sound the 
gabbo’im had mistaken for gold coins!) to 
sell to the authorities of the French 
military, who had commissioned them. 
Except that a miracle occurred: the official 
inspector stamped the work order and told 
the astonished blacksmith to go to the 
cashier to use the document to collect his 
pay – one gold coin per horseshoe. On the 
work order, instead of five thousand 
horseshoes for five thousand gold coins, 
was written fifty thousand! Immediately, 
the blacksmith collected his moneybags, 
hung them on his horse and made his way 
to the Tzaddik, the Abir Yaakov, to give the 
tzedoka!!!  

Zechuso yogen oleinu. 

 

Rav Yosef ShatzkesRav Yosef ShatzkesRav Yosef ShatzkesRav Yosef Shatzkes, , , , 22221111
sssstttt
    of of of of TevesTevesTevesTeves        

Av Bais Din of Brod 

Rav Shatzkes was a boki, well versed 
in the Gemora Yerushalmi. Before he 
passed away, he requested that only a 
person well versed in Yerushalmi be buried 
beside him, because he wanted a chavrusa 
in the next world who could learn with 
him! The chevra kadisha read this and 
accepted it. They were astonished when 

some time later, the mechaber of the 
commentary Pnei Moshe on the 
Yerushalmi visited Brod, got sick and 
passed away – and so he was buried next to 
Rav Shatzkes and became his chavrusa in 
Yerushalmi in Olam HaBa! (Pinkus of the 
Brod Kloiz, printed in Arim VeImahos 
BeYisroel Volume 6, p. 333) 

 

Rav Yisrael Dov of VilednikRav Yisrael Dov of VilednikRav Yisrael Dov of VilednikRav Yisrael Dov of Vilednik,,,,    22221111
sssstttt
    of Tevesof Tevesof Tevesof Teves 

Mechaber of the She’eiris Yisrael 

Rav Yisrael Dov of Vilednik points 
out a diyuk in the words of Chazal: Dovid 
HaMelech did not “sin” — rather he was 
“mistaken”– because at the hand of Heaven 
he was caused to err, in order to raise up 
the “fallen souls of Yisrael” (i.e. in 
generations to come). This is what Chazal 
mean when they say that Dovid HaMelech 

only succumbed to “that incident” (with 
Bassheva) in order to teach us how to do 
teshuva. All those who have succumbed to 
“p’gam habris” can receive their tikkun 
through Dovid HaMelech (She’eiris 
Yisrael-Vilednik, Shovavim Likkutim). 
Through Tehillim, in particular, one will be 
brought to repentance, which will bring 
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about the tikkun. 

 

The Viledniker’s Mother (Famed Rav 

Shlomo Carlebach story) 

One day the holy Viledniker was told 
that the wife of one of his Chassidim had 
moved back to her parents. He was so 
heartbroken – he called the woman and 
this is what he said: “I want you to know, 
your husband loves you so much. He is up 
all night in the shul, reciting Tehillim and 
davening that you should come back to 
him, because he loves you so much. So I’m 
begging you, please, please, please, go back 
to your husband who loves you.” 

And this is what she said, “Rebbe, let 
it be clear to you: I didn’t leave my husband 
because I don’t love him. On the contrary, I 
love him so much. But Hashem hasn’t 
blessed us yet with children, and a house 
without children is more destroyed than 
the Bais HaMikdosh. A house without 
laughter, without crying of children, is so 
lonely, so empty. I couldn’t bear it 
anymore, so I went back to my parents’ 
home. But Rebbe, if you want me to go back 
to my husband, bless me with children.” 
She was a very clever woman, so she added, 
“Rebbe, if you bless me with children, bless 
me to have a son like you.” 

The holy Viledniker just smiled and 
said to her, “I’ll be so happy to bless you to 
have a son like me, but you have to promise 
me something: If you will be a mother like 
my mother, then you will have children like 
me. Let me tell you about my mother: It 
should never happen to any child in the 
world. My father left the world when I was 
seven, and I had a brother who was only 
five years old, and my mother was taking 
care of us. My mother was so good to 
us; gevalt was she sweet – gevalt was she 
holy – gevalt was she beautiful. One 
morning, she woke up and she said, 
‘Yisraelk’le mien tier kind [Yisrael’ek’le, my 
precious son], please bring me a siddur. I 

have to daven but I am too sick to get out 
of bed.’ I brought my mother the siddur 
and she held it in her holy hands. This is 
what she said: ‘Master of the world, Tatte 
Zeese, Heilege Tatte [Sweet Father, Holy 
Father], I’m so sick. I can’t even daven. But 
Master of the World, You know the truth; if 
I won’t take care of my children, there is 
nobody else who will take care of them. So 
just for the sake of my children, Tatte 
Zeese, Master of the world, make me well.’ 
I swear to you: she got up, she was well. 

“One more story about my mother: 
Can you imagine how many tears my 
mother shed, how many tefillos she offered, 
when she kindled the lights before 
Shabbos? I was so little, yet I knew; the 
only one who prayed more than my 
mother, was the Kohen Godol on Yom 
Kippur in the Holy of Holies. So one Friday 
she was crying so much, and I guess she 
bent over the candles, and her tears fell on 
the candles. When she opened her eyes, it 
was already Shabbos. There were no more 
candles. The tears extinguished the fire. My 
mother said, ‘Master of the World, Heilige 
Tatte in Himmel [Holy Father in Heaven], 
I can’t live without the light of Shabbos. 
Master of the world, Master of the world, 
Master of the world, how can I have 
Shabbos without my Shabbosdike 
licht [light of Shabbos]? But it’s already 
Shabbos, so I’m begging You, Master of the 
world, please – You, You Master of the 
world, rekindle my light, rekindle 
my Shabbosdike Licht.’” 

The Viledniker Rebbe said to the 
woman, “I swear to you, I saw a hand 
coming down from Heaven and kindling 
the lights of Shabbos.” 


In one of the cities in the Ukraine a 

terrible plague broke out. As the death toll 
rose, the community leaders decided to 
seek out sinners and transgressors, for they 
felt if they could root them out they could 
stop the plague from spreading and taking 
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lives. 

There was one family in town where 
it was well known that the husband and 
wife did not live together, because he was a 
simpleton and she was sophisticated. Since 
their family matters were well publicized 
the council determined that the wife must 
be at fault; surely it was her infidelity and 
promiscuous behavior that had brought 
this plague upon them. They decided to 
give her lashes. After they had meted out 
their punishment to atone for her 
suspected sins, the woman could not hold 
back her shame. She declared boldly that 
she was pure and blameless and that their 
accusation and suspicions were false. She 
asked that they travel to the Tzaddik, the 
Viledniker Rebbe, to whom all secrets were 
revealed and all things known, so that he 
too could reveal her righteousness and 
proclaim her not guilty and clear her 
besmirched reputation. 

When they arrived she immediately 
began to scream and berate the community 
leaders. But the Tzaddik turned to her and 
said, “My dear woman, hold your tongue, 
for though you are blameless for the sin 
they have accused you of, nonetheless you 
are worthy of lashes. For it has been 
decreed in Heaven that you are to be 
punished. So what if your husband is no 
wise man?! Is that a reason for your 
mistreatment of him? You ignore him and 
his love, and his wretched soul is so pained 
by your mistreatment of him that he has sat 
and sobbed through many chapters of 
Tehillim. He has true yiras shomayim. In 
Heaven they heard his cries and anguish 
and have judged you guilty and sentenced 
you to lashes, which you have rightfully 
received. Now go home and act like a good 
kosher Jewish wife and all shall be well.” It 
was then that the woman turned to the 
Tzaddik and said, “If the Rebbe will 
promise me a son as righteous as he 
himself is, then I will listen to everything 
the Rebbe tells me to do.” 

“You wish to merit a son such as I 

am? Well, if you wish to have a son like me, 
you must be as my mother was. If you will 
be like my mother then you will merit such 
a son.” 

The woman asked, “How was the 
Rebbe’s mother?”  

“Let me tell you of my mother,” 
answered the Vildeniker. 

“When I was very young I was 
orphaned from my father. I was raised by 
my mother, but when I was just nine or ten 
she became deathly ill. As she lay in bed, 
wasting away, she called me over and asked 
for a sefer. 

“I knew that she could not read 
Hebrew, so I was amazed, but asked her 
which sefer I should bring. ‘Whichever 
sefer you wish – it does not matter,’ my 
mother answered.  

“I brought her a large volume which 
was the Rif’s commentary to the Talmud. 
My mother took the Rif in her hands and 
said: ‘Heilige Osios! Bet dem obishter das 
mein Yisrael Ber zol zein ein erlicher yid! - 
Holy Letters, please approach and beseech 
Hashem that my son Yisrael Ber will be a 
holy and righteous Jew!’ For she foresaw 
her untimely passing and knew that she 
would not live to raise me. 

“Now,” concluded the Viledniker, 
“do you understand the type of mother I 
had? When you will be like her, then your 
son will be like me.” 

(cited from the story told by Eliezer Dov 
Friedman in the name of Rav Betzalel 
Vilshansky – She’eiris Yisrael, p. 14-15) 

 

From the Rav’s writing: 

 “The Torah was given over in 
seventy languages clearly explained” . . . 
“The holy Torah itself is (written using) 
holy letters. They are initially enclothed in 
the holy tongue (Hebrew). Afterward, they 
are clothed in sackcloth in thousands of 
different vestments and it contains the 
entirety of those seventy languages.  
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...I heard from my master, the holy 
Rebbe of Czernobyl, that it was revealed to 
him from heaven in a dream that for three 
hundred years they are preparing and 
organizing the limbs of the Moshiach. He 
was told that it is 
hinted to in a 
Rashi that this 
preparation and 
organization is 
using La’az, 
foreign 
languages, 
meaning to say 
that Moshiach’s 
limbs are 
prepared 
specifically 
through foreign 
languages; this is 
a very deep thing 
indeed. This is because Moshiach’s concept 
is to cause all the nations to call out clearly 
in their language in Hashem’s name 
(Tzefania 7:15) because Moshiach is 
revealed once the seventy languages have 

been gathered together from among the 
seventy angelic princes which are sackcloth 
garments for Torah, and become nullified 
to the Torah as we all call out in Hashem’s 
name. Not so when the Torah was given, 
when there were seventy distinct 
languages, and they were including at that 
time in the holy Torah. However, in the 
future, all the power of the seventy 
languages will be nullified completely, as it 
says in Tzefania above.  

Truthfully, the final task of 
refinement called Birurim is achieved 
through languages, since every word and 
idea contains a spark of holiness and that 
spark is refined and uplifted through true 
unifications and combinations using 
foreign languages to elucidate and explain 
the holy Torah. This is the purpose of the 
unifications and upliftment of the holy 
sparks. Therefore when you study and 
learn you should translate all you learn 
specifically into La’az - a foreign language. 
This rectifies sinful thoughts and evil 
thoughts which cause the holy sparks to fall 
into the realm of the broken vessels.” 



Rav Sholom of ShatzRav Sholom of ShatzRav Sholom of ShatzRav Sholom of Shatz, , , , 22222222nnnndddd    of Tevesof Tevesof Tevesof Teves    

Mechaber of Ohr HaGonuz 

There is a photo of the Shatzer taken 
with his permission. Written on its reverse 
side is the pasuk: ba’avur tiheye yiroso al 
pneichem levilti secheto’u – “in order that 
fear of Hashem be on you to prevent you 
from sin”. This is the story of such a special 
photo and its signature: 

Once, the Shatzer’s daughter, 
Rebbetzin Chaya, came to visit and 
requested a photo. Initially he refused, and 

quipped, “What will you do with such a 
photo? Will it help your Yiras Shomayim?” 
She said that yes, it would – and so he 
agreed and stipulated that he would 
inscribe the photo on its reverse, which is 
why his photo is inscribed by himself as a 
segula for Yiras Shomayim. 

(Ohr HaGonuz II, Kuntres Likkutei 
Dibburim 18) 
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Asking for help in attracting as many signatures as possible for a petition to Lithuanian 
government officials in favor of preserving the Old Jewish Cemetery in Vilna, and against 

the construction of a convention center over the heart of the cemetery. 

This mitzvah of "meis mitzvah" (see below) is of paramount importance. It is urgent that 
we deal with it right away. Please sign (all the way at the bottom) and forward to as many 
people as possible.  

May we be zoche  b’ezras Hashem to avert this potential great travesty and tremendous 
chillul Hashem. 

Tizkeh  limitzvos! 

Editor 

Dear Reader: 

We don’t ordinarily get involved in signing petitions, but this is a matter that cries out 
for protest against the massive desecration that is about to take place. I’m sure you know that 
the Lithuanian government has announced plans to build a new convention center over the 
Old Jewish Cemetery of Vilna. Although the Vilna Gaon’s remains were removed from the 
Old Jewish Cemetery, the remains of hundreds, perhaps thousands of Jews are still buried in 
the Old Jewish cemetery. These include the remains of some of the greatest rabboinim, Jewish 
martyrs, and pious women through the centuries, including Rav Moshe Rivkes (niftar 1671-
2), author of the Be’er Ha-Golah on the Shulhan Arukh; Rav Zelmele (i.e. Rav Shlomo Zalman, 
niftar 1788), brother of Rav Chaim of Volozhin and favorite disciple of the Vilna Gaon; Rav 
Shmuel ben Rav Avigdor (nifta 1793), last Chief Rabbi of Vilna; Rav Avraham ben Ha-Gra 
(niftar 1809);  the Ger Zedek of Vilna (niftar 1749), whose remains were not removed from the 
Old Jewish cemetery (despite claims otherwise); and Traina (date of petira unknown), mother 
of the Vilna Gaon; Chana, first wife of the Vilna Gaon (niftar 1782); and Gitel, second wife of 
the Vilna Gaon, who apparently outlived the Gaon (precise date of petira is unknown). 
Virtually every Jew who died in Vilna before the year 1831 was, in fact, buried in the Old 
Jewish Cemetery.  

The petition does not call for the Lithuanian government to cancel plans for building a 
new convention center (funded largely by the EU). It simply asks that it be built at a different 
location in Vilnius – which can easily be done.  

A wonderful Vilna resident, Ruta Bloshtein, a shomer shabbos woman who bakes 
challah for members of the Vilna kehillah every erev Shabbos, has taken upon herself the 
responsibility of spearheading this write-in campaign. She started some three weeks ago and 
has about 2,000 signatories so far. She needs at least 50,000 signatures; if she doesn’t get them 
it will be a Chillul Ha-Shem even beyond the destruction of the Jewish cemetery itself. It will 
be a signal to the Lithuanian government that Jews neither care nor count. If she gets 50,000 
signatures, the political authorities will have little choice but to take the petition into account 
before making any hasty decision. She needs, and deserves, our help. 

The two key Rabbonim in Lithuania today, Rav Krelin (Chief Rabbi of Lithuania) and  
Rav Krinsky (head of Chabad) are among the first 250 signatories. It seems to me this is a case 
of  מת מצוה  in more ways than one. Sefer Chasidim, §261 (ed. Margulies, p. 225) reads:  

כגו שתראה שבני עיר� , כגו שתראה מצוה בזויה או תורה שאי לה עוסקי�, אהוב ל� את המצוה הדומה למת מצוה שאי לה עוסקי�
ותקבל שכר , אתה תלמד�, ופרק מי שמתו, וא� תראה שאי חוששי� ללמוד מועד קט. תלמוד סדר קדשי�, די� מועד וסדר נשי�לומ
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.כי ה� דוגמת מת מצוה, גדול כנגד כול�  

You should love mitzvos that have similar status to that of an abandoned corpse that 
no one attends to (and whose burial is obligatory on whoever finds it). Should you see a 
mitzvah that is denigrated, or a portion of Torah that is neglected, make a point of [doing the 
mitzvah and] studying the Torah that is neglected. 

Should you see the members of your community studying the Order of Mo’ed [the 
laws of the Festivals] and the order of Nashim [the laws pertaining to women], to the neglect 
of the other Orders, make sure that you study the Order of Kodoshim [the laws pertaining to 
sacred matters relating to the Temple sacrifices and service]. Should you see that no one 
concerns himself with the study of the talmudic tractate Mo’ed Katan, or the talmudic 
chapter Mi Shemeso [the third chapter of tractate Berakhos], make sure that you study them. 

Your reward will be great, equal to that of all the others, for all these are samples of an 
abandoned corpse whose burial is obligatory on the one who finds it.   

All one needs to do is to click on the link below, fill out the electronic form, and 
electronically sign their name. Please forward to others, so that they too can participate in this 
mitzvah. It is not a time to stand idly by. 

With prayers for the success of our cause. 

https://www.change.org/p/hon-dalia-grybauskaite-please-move-new-vilnius-convention-
center-project-away-from-the-old-jewish-cemetery


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any problem there 

is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything over the 

entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness more than the 

nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur    on on on on leil shishileil shishileil shishileil shishi    in in in in Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!    

 

As we have been publicizing, many Tzaddikim teach that learning the sefer Ohr 
HaChaim HaKodosh is a segula for parnossa, Emunas Hashem, Yiras Shomayim, refua sheleima, 
yeshuos and zera shel kayoma. If you would like to sponsor a shiur in Eretz Yisrael, please 
contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at tal.zwecker@gmail.com for further details, and I can help 
arrange this for you. 
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