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Treating a Mehalel Shabbat
I heard there was an address recently 
published in the name of HaRav Wosner 
a”h, in which he is quoted to have said: 
If a person desecrating the Shabbat 
is traveling by car [on Shabbat] and 
an accident occurs to him, one is not 
required to tend to him. Let him bleed. 
If others choose to come to his aide – 
that’s fine, though one is not halachically 
obligated to help him.
The reason cited is based on a Gemara 
(Avodah Zarah 26b) which states 
that there are people upon whom it is 
written, “Moridin Velo Ma’alin”, “They are 
lowered [into a pit], but not raised [out of 
it].” These people, the Gemara explains, 
are the apikorsim and kofrim; do not 
raise them should they fall into a pit, but 
leave them there. There, Rav Wosner 
is quoted to have said that we can no 
longer judge Shabbat desecrators 
favorably and assume that he or she is 
a tinok she’nishba, a child who grew up 
among the gentiles – for today they live 
among religious Jews, they are aware 
of Torah and Missvot! Though this is a 
complete mistake and misquote.
While it is possible that Rav Wosner zt”l 
did indeed say this, it was likely said 
in a different context, and certainly not 
with regard to saving lives! The notion 
is halachically inaccurate, as the status 
of tinok she’nishba applies even if one 
has not physically been raised among 

gentiles, but even if he has merely 
grown up around their ideas and values. 
What do they teach in high school and 
university today? They impart that one 
must distance himself from anything and 
everything related to Torah. There are 
some who have been raised this way for 
5-6 generations, ever since the Haskalah 
Movement took effect.
We do not Know how to Rebuke
Hence, how can one complain and 
wonder why his friend has not repented? 
– Did you know how to speak to him?! 
Did you know how to influence him?! 
The Hazon Ish therefore writes that the 
above-mentioned rule of “Moridin Velo 
Ma’alin” does not apply today. Similarly, 
the Gemara (Arachin 16b) says that we 
have no one who can give moral rebuke 
the proper way.
When a person sees his child acting 
rebelliously, he might throw him out of 
the house, shouting, “Get out of here!” 
Though the child, in many instances, 
gets worse. He gets so bad that his father 
wants to bring him back home, but it’s 
too late. Indeed, proper rebuke requires 
tremendous patience and wisdom. If 
this is true regarding one’s own child, 
how much more so when it comes to 
the children of strangers. Can you come 
and pronounce that they are criminals? 
That they are Moridin Velo Ma’alin?! We 
do not know how to correctly reproach 
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one may desecrate the Shabbat to tend to 
a sick gentile. They reasoned that if we do 
not care for a sick gentile today, there may 
be a sick Jew tomorrow and he will not be 
treated in reprisal. It is therefore deemed 
a melacha she’enah sericha le’gufah, this 
means that we are not interested in whether 
the ill gentile is healthy or not, but are 
concerned for the treatment of Jews in the 
future. With this reason we can understand 
that it is likewise permissible to desecrate 
the Shabbat for the sake of another Jew. If 
we can violate the Shabbat for goyim, how 
much more so are we allowed to do so for 
our brothers! What an opportunity it can be 
to speak pleasantly with him, to show him 
an example of a Torah educated person. 
If we only knew how to explain things like 
the hachamim of old, things could be so 
different.
In Summation
It is not right to say such things. Even if it 
was in fact said by HaRav Wosner, we must 
not say such things. We can assume that 
his words were said in a completely different 
context. When it comes to saving lives, there 
is no difference between a religious Jew and 
a secular Jew. As we stated from the Hazon 
Ish, the rule of Moridin Velo Ma’alin does not 
apply today.
The Poskim debate as to whether a ba’al 
teshuvah must honor his parents. Hacham 
Ovadia rules that one must indeed do so, 
and one of the reasons he cites is precisely 
as we have said; for if not, they will say he is 
‘primitive’. He must respect and honor them, 
but also tell them that he eats strictly kosher 
food, observes the Shabbat, and so forth.
“If you want me to come to your house, I 
will come on a weekday,” he should say. 
Though it must be said nicely, in a pleasant 
tone. Only in this manner can secular people 
in Poland from the second half of the 16th century 
to 1764. Seventy delegates from local kehillot met to 
discuss taxation and other issues important to the Jewish 
community. The “four lands” were Greater Poland, Little 
Poland, Ruthenia and Volhynia. The Meharsha was 
among its many revered members.

these people, nor have we even attempted 
to reproach them. We need to take care 
of the irreligious Jew; to nurture him with 
all our hearts. In this way, they will say, “I 
thought religious Jews were primitive and 
cold, though I now see they are indeed good 
and kindhearted people.” Sometimes, all it 
takes is a simple story to stir someone to 
teshuvah, repentance. Why should we think 
secular people have no remedy?! While 
Shelomo Ha’melech did indeed say:1

יגּו ָאְרחֹות ַחִיּים" ׂ ֶאיָה ֹלא ְיׁשּובּון ְוֹלא ַיִשּ ל ָבּ ".ָכּ
“None who go to her return, neither do they 

achieve the ways of life.”
We must know that this is referring solely to 
unbelievers and heretics – not to our brothers 
who were misguided in their schools or by 
their surroundings. In their hearts, they are 
Jews. It is thus prohibited to leave a Jew to 
suffer.
Kal Va’homer Layehudim!
More than this, Hacham Ovadia a”h ruled2 
that if a gentile is sick on Shabbat and 
there is a Jewish doctor present, he can 
write him prescriptions, care for him, drive 
him, etc. Why? We know the reason a Jew 
may desecrate Shabbat for his fellow Jew 
is, as the Gemara in Masechet Shabbat3 
explains, “Halal Alav Shabbat Ahat Kedei 
She’yishmor Shabbatot Harbeh,” “Desecrate 
one Shabbat for him so that he can observe 
many Shabbatot.” While this reason makes 
sense when dealing with another Jew, we 
can obviously deduce that there is no such 
reasoning when it comes to a gentile. So 
how could Rav Ovadia say it is allowed? In 
fact, because of this inference the Mishnah 
Berurah4 rules it prohibited. The reason 
it is permitted is because of a takanah5 
instituted by the Vaad Arbah Arassot, lit. the 
Council of Four Lands.6 They issued that 
1. Mishlei 2:19
2. Yabia Omer (O”H Vol. 8 Siman 38)
3. 151b
4. 330:8
5. Legislative enactment issued by the Hachamim
6. This Council was the central body of Jewish authority 
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come to understand that observant Jews 
are gentle and kind.
The Nobility of Maran Hacham Ovadia 
A”H
This week marks the azkarah of HaRav 
Ovadia a”h. Each year we bring new stories; 
story after story. His gentleness was one of 
a kind, let me tell you a story:
I heard this from an attorney in Rehovot 
who used to live in London. He said that 
when Hacham Ovadia arrived [in London] 
with the Rabbanit, he was greeted by a loud 
and exciting reception. Before he began to 
speak with the organizers, he asked “Efo 
HaRabbanit? ‘Aholah’ Ketiv.” “Where is my 
wife? The Torah says ‘Aholah’”. No one knew 
what he meant, though this lawyer soon 
understood. He told the confused bunch that 
regarding Avraham Avinu, the Torah says7 
“Va’yet Aholoh”, “And he pitched his tent.” 
Rashi notes that the word ‘Aholoh’ is not 
spelled with a Vav, but with a Heh (אהלה), 
teaching us that before doing anything, 
Avraham first pitched Sarah’s tent, only 
after did he make his own. Hacham Ovadia 
meant that before he could speak or greet 
anyone, he was worried and careful that 
his wife first be settled. Indeed, the Torah 
honors women as we see from Avraham.
Barech Alenu 101 times
This week we began to say Barech Alenu 
(Ashkenazim say Ve’ten Tal U’matar 
Livracha). One who made a mistake and 
instead recited Barechenu must repeat his 
Amidah, but if one is mesupak, or unsure, 
whether he said Barechenu or Barech Alenu 
within the first month of this transition (until 
the 7th of Kislev) he must repeat his amidah. 
It is thus possible for one to have recited 
the entire Amidah – then have to repeat his 
amidah due to his uncertainty – resulting in 
his first Amidah (that’s nineteen berachot) 
becoming Berachot Le’vatalah! Maran8 
therefore gave us a good piece of advice. 
7. Beresheet 12:8
8. O”H 114:9

He writes that if one repeats Barech Alenu 
ninety times, he can assume that he recited 
the right prayer. The Hatam Sofer later said 
that it is better to repeat it one-hundred-
and-one times. But what exactly should one 
repeat? Obviously, they didn’t mean that we 
should continuously say “Rofeh Hole Amo 
Yisrael Barech Alenu Hashem Elokenu,” 
101 times, as it is prohibited to utter Gd’s 
name in vain. Rather, one should repeat 
six words: “Rofe Hole Amo Yisrael Barech 
Alenu”. Therefore, this Friday Night (the 
7th of Heshvan) after coming home from 
Arbit, one should say these six words 101 
times. Doing this will serve as a sufficient 
reminder. It takes a mere five minutes, 
and with it you can avoid running into this 
uncertainty; you avoid nineteen potential 
Berachot Le’vatalah. One must be careful in 
this manner.
Non-Kosher Devices
There are two things I was told to comment 
on.
First: Outside of Israel, they do not have 
kosher iPhones, certified by the rabbanim. 
People are being ruined through their 
iPhones, and the time will come when even 
the nations of the world will understand how 
destructive the device truly is. It is terrible for 
families; terrible for boys, terrible for girls, 
and terrible for the elderly. The word iPhone 
 נזק"" comprises the numerical value (אייפון)
157, for it is nezek, damaging to the body, 
the neshamah, and to one’s life overall. 
Today, in France, they have instituted a 
regulation calling for ‘blocked’ iPhones. King 
David says:
ם ָהֹאְמִרים ִלי ֶהָאח ֶהָאח" ָתּ ְשׁ ּמּו ַעל ֵעֶקב ָבּ ".ָיֹשׁ

“May they be bewildered afterwards because 
of their shame, those who say about me, 

‘Ahah! Ahah!’”
The word "האח" is an acronym for the words 
“Hinei iPhone Hasum,” “Behold the iPhone 
is blocked!” Therefore, one should not use 
a regular (unblocked) iPhone. We must be 
careful with people both young and old, and 
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soon issued a report by inspectors. Later, 
they were approached by the Mayor of the 
City. He asked, “Please, bless me; go to 
the grave of the Lubavitcher Rebbe and 
pray for me. Here are mine and mother’s 
names.” Today, in Tel-Aviv they’ve gone 
mad. We must remember that many have 
begun to wear Tefillin due to their efforts, 
even completely secular Jewish men. 
People must know that if you wear Tefillin, 
nothing will happen to you. In fact, just 
the opposite, one will be showered with 
blessing. What does it matter to the mayor 
and these inspectors whether others are 
putting on Tefillin?!
Indeed, whoever wears Tefillin will have 
blessing.
ם ְיהָוה ִנְקָרא ָעֶליָך" י ֵשׁ י ָהָאֶרץ ִכּ ל ַעֵמּ  ְוָראּו ָכּ

ָךּ ".ְוָיְראּו ִמֶמּ
“Then all the peoples of the earth will see 
that the name of Hashem is called upon 

you, and they will fear you.”

if you need an iPhone for your work, it must 
be blocked.
Why do you care if one Wishes to wear 
Tefillin?!
Second: This week I heard something 
strange; As you may know, there are 
stalls on the streets of Tel-Aviv in which 
Hassidim of Chabad ask those passing by 
whether they’d like to put on Tefillin. After 
donning Tefillin on one who has agreed, 
they urge him to wear Tefillin every day. If 
he replies that he doesn’t have the time to 
do so, then at least he wore them today, 
and is not considered of the “Karkafta Dela 
Manah Tefillin,”9 the rebellious Jews who 
have sinned with their bodies, i.e. those 
who do not wear Tefillin.
Recently, they were approached by 
municipal inspectors from the City, and 
asked to take down their stall. I don’t 
understand why they care! Have these 
Hassidim set up in the middle of the street? 
They are standing in a corner, and one who 
does not wish to participate in the Missvah 
can keep walking, or just walk on the other 
side of the street – but if one wishes to put 
on Tefillin, why do they care?! Sometime 
ago they did this in Hertzeliah, and were 

9. Rosh Hashanah 17a
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