
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 True wealth -פרשת נשא 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

'(י 'ה)ואיש את קדשיו לו יהיו   

A man’s ‘Maaser’ shall be his 
 

Rashi brings a Peshat from the Medrash to explain this Possuk, as follows. Someone who 
does not give Maaser (one tenth) of his produce to the Kohen as he is supposed to; in the 
end his field will only produce one tenth of its potential.  

This shows that although a person might think he is gaining by not giving away Maaser; in 
fact, he is going to lose out in the end. 

Rav Yackov Galinsky brings from the Sefer Beer Mayim Chaim a different reading of the 
Possuk. “A man, (only) his Kedoshim (i;e Tzedaka and good deeds) will be his (to take to the 
next world).” 

Indeed as Chazal teach us, the only things that we can actually take with us from this world 
are the spiritual things. It does seem to go against logic but the reality is that only the 
money that we give away to others will be our true wealth in the next world. The money 
that we keep to ourselves however, will not accompany us. 

Rav Galinsky continues with this theme and brings the following story. It is about Rav 
Shmuel Hanogid who was in charge of the king’s treasury in Sefard. 

As he was a Yid, many of the other officers of the king were jealous of Rav Shmuel and they 
tried to destroy him. One day, they devised a plan. They told the king that Rav Shmuel was 
not keeping proper records of the accounts of the treasury because he was keeping some of 
the kings’ riches for himself. 

“Ask him to tell you how much money he has himself!” they urged the King, “You’ll see he 
won’t give you the correct figure.” 

The king doubted their words but thought he might want to check just in case. He called Rav 
Shmuel into his private quarters and asked him to sit down. “Tell me Rav Shmuel, what is 
the extent of your wealth this year?” the king asked him. He knew what wage Rav Shmuel 
was on and therefore he expected him to reply with an astronomical figure. 

Rav Shmuel stroked his short beard and replied, “About 2000 roubles.” 

The king sprang to his feet, his face twisted in rage. “You thief!” he shouted at poor Rav 
Shmuel. “They were right! You are not telling the truth - I gave you much more money than 
that this year!” 

Before Rav Shmuel could reply the king called for his guards and told them to lock him up.  

As Rav Shmuel was being led away in chains, the king managed to calm himself somewhat 
and went over to Rav Shmuel to speak with him calmly. “Tell me Rav Shmuel,” the king 
started, “I know you are a clever and wise man. Why did you reply with such a low figure?” 

“Your royal highness,” Rav Shmuel responded respectfully. “Of course I never intended to lie 
to you! Your question was indeed about my wealth. You see, I calculate my wealth not 
according to how much money I own but according to how much charity I give away. If you 
would have asked me how much money I have - I would have told you a much higher 
figure.”  

“But you asked me about my wealth and so I answered the amount that I have given away 
to charity this year!” 

As we come away from Shovuos with a freshness in our Yiddishkiet, let’s look to change the 
way that we look at our own personal ‘wealth’. Remember - what we give away is what we 
keep forever. 

 


