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LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

 אלה הדברים וכו'

 Moshe Rabeinu begins his tochacha to k’lal Yisroel. Although the first posuk 

seems to be nothing more than a simple record of the location where Moshe 

addressed the nation, Chazal tell us otherwise. Rashi explains that each word 

alludes to one of the chato’im of the B’nei Yisroel in the midbar. Instead of 

rebuking them directly,  Moshe Rabeinu chose to hint at all of their aveiros so 

as not to embarrass them. This is somewhat perplexing; a further examination 

of the pesukim seems to negate this; a few pesukim later, Moshe Rabeinu 

makes explicit mention of the ma’aseh ha’meraglim and in parshas eikev he 

goes into great detail about the cheit ha-eigel. How are we to understand 

Rashi’’s words? 

 HaRav Moshe Feinstein zt”l offers the following suggestion: Remember to 

whom Moshe is speaking. He is not addressing the dor hamidbar, the ones 

guilty of making a golden calf and the cheit ha-meraglim. They are gone. The 

B’nei Yisroel that stand before him today are their children. These are the 

people who will shortly enter Eretz Yisroel. They are not guilty of these terrible 

sins. To rebuke them for their gathers’ aveiros would be insulting and 

embarrassing. 

 So why then, did Moshe hint at the misdeeds of the previous generation? 

Explains Reb Moshe, that although we may not be guilty of the aveiros of our 

father, we are not far from them. Every yid is capable of the same or similar 
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offenses. Although we cannot be punished for the sins of past generations, we 

must bear in mind that we too are in danger of committing the same. 

 To rebuke them for sins they did not commit would be insulting. To tell them 

“you are also not far from doing the same” would be embarrassing. However, 

avoiding the issue would be irresponsible. Therefore, Moshe Rabeinu hinted, 

and by doing so he addressed their subconscious. Later, when he went into 

further detail, he was referring directly to the history of the previous generation. 

 This is a lesson for the ages. A person must always be aware, no matter 

how much he achieves and grows in Torah and mitzvos, he always runs the risk 

of faltering. It is with this awareness, that we can succeed. 

 

 איכה אשא לבדי טרחכם משאכם וריבכם:

       As he rebuked them, Moshe complained to K'lal Yisroel for all of the 

"bothers, burdens, and disputes" to which they had subjected him.  Rashi sheds 

some light about just what these burdens were:  if Moshe Rabeinu arrived 

somewhere early, people would say: "you see, he has no sholom bayis and that 

is why he left his house so early".  If he would arrive late, people would assume 

that he was busy planning and plotting against them. While their allegations and 

assumptions were certainly quite unfair, we are left wondering why Moshe didn't 

just make greater effort to be on time?  A man who could go forty days without 
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food or drink should certainly be capable of expending the extra effort to be 

punctual. 

      HaRav Eliyahu Meir Bloch zt”l (who incidentally was known for his 

punctuality) explains that Moshe was indeed very punctual. While he was 

neither early nor late, the people around him were looking to criticize. Some 

viewed his prompt arrival as a sign that he was too anxious to leave his home, 

and others saw it as an attempt to arrive at the latest possible time, allowing 

him more time to plot against them. 

     Often, many of us are guilty of the same thing.  We tend to look at things, 

understand, and comment on them from a negative perspective.  Sometimes 

we mean to be cynical, and others, we do it to show our wit.  Chazal tell us it is 

a form of lashon hara.  Even Moshe Rabeinu who was “anav mi’kol Adam” and 

didn’t care about his own honor at all, didn’t like being the target of such 

speech.  Certainly our leaders, friends and family, do mind.  

     It is worth noting (as many have) that Moshe begins this admonishment 

with the word “eicha”.  Appearing in only two other places (the cheit of Adam 

HaRishon and the Megilla called by this name), the word connotes destruction.  

Perhaps this was Moshe Rabeinu’s message: beware of such conduct, it can 

lead to the type of destruction that we are still suffering from today. 

 

�פ�ר�ש�ת������ד�ב�ר�י�ם



4 

LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

 רב לכם שבת בהר הזה:

 The Targum Yonoson’s translation of the posuk is unusual: “You have spent 

much time here [at the mountain], you have received the Torah, built the 

mishkan and keilim, and appointed leaders. It is not good that you remain here 

any longer!” 

 Aside from the numerous additions to the posuk itself, the Targum 

Yonoson’s rendition begs explanation. What could be wrong about remaining at 

the foot of Har Sinai? They had the Torah, avodah and the Shechina dwelt 

amongst them. Why should they leave this seemingly ideal situation? 

 HaRav Moshe Shmuel Shapiro zt”l suggest that the answer lies the very 

next posuk; “p’nu u’se’u” - go and travel to Eretz Yisroel. The level of kedusha 

inherent in artzeinu ha-kedosha is something that cannot be imitated - even at 

the foot of Har Sinai! 

 Eretz Yisroel without a beis hamikdash is also severely lacking. B’avoseinu 

harabim we no longer have the Shechina in our midst. This heavily impedes us 

in our avodas ha-kodesh. We await the day when all of us will once again be 

able to completely serve Hashem in Eretz Yisroel complete with the hashra’as 

hashechina in the rebuilt Beis HaMikdash. 
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 בענין שבת חזון:

 The Shabbos before Tisha b’Av is known as Shabbos Chazon and is 

referred to as such because of the opening words of the haftorah, “Chazon 

Yeshayahu...” - the vision of Yeshayahu ha’Navi. These words are indeed 

unique. No other prophet opens with the word “chazon” and it behooves us to 

understand exactly why these words of rebuke are proceeded by “chazon” and 

why we refer to the Shabbos before Tisha b’Av as by this same term. 

Additionally, the prevailing custom is to follow the opinions of the Gra and Arizal 

and celebrate Shabbos without any of the restrictions of the nine days (i.e. we 

wear Shabbos clothes etc.). Since this is so, it seems peculiar that we should 

refer to this Shabbos with a name that connotes aveilus and churban Beis 

HaMikdash. 

 The Nesivos Sholom suggests the following: First, we must understand the 

nature of our aveilus over the churban Beis HaMikdash - what it is and what it 

isn’t. We tend to think that every year when we sit on the floor we mourn over 

the a destruction that occurred two thousand years ago. Nothing could be 

further from the truth. Crying over what already happened breeds nothing but 

depression and is not going to help bring us closer to Hashem. On the contrary, 

the Shechina only comes to a place where there is happiness and joy. It cannot 

be that Chazal want us to become depressed, which is something that Chazal 

heavily frown upon. Rather, the aveilus of Tisha b’Av is supposed to bring us to 
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teshuva. The fact that the Beis HaMikdash wasn’t yet rebuilt lays testimony to 

the fact that we are guilty of the same sins that destroyed it in the first place. In 

the words of the Talmud Yerushalmi, ‘any generation in which the Beis 

HaMikdash was not rebuilt is considered to have destroyed it’!  This is clear 

from the words of the Rambam (Hilchos Taanios 5:1) who explains that the fast 

days of Tisha b’Av, 17th of Tamuz, etc. were instituted in order to awaken our 

hearts and open up the pathways of teshuva. In short, Tisha b’Av is not a day of 

mourning, but a time to come closer to Hashem Yisborach! 

 There are however, two types of teshuva. On a basic level, one can realize 

what he has done wrong and attempt to correct his mistakes. From this point 

onwards, he will try to avoid doing any wrong. The second level however, is 

much greater. This is when a person wants to be a better person. He strives to 

be closer to Hakadosh Boruch Hu. For ultimately, in the words of the Mesilas 

Yesharim, man was created to enjoy Hashem. If he is driven to do good 

because he so values the relationship, he will automatically do no wrong. 

 This second level is the “vision” of Yeshayahu. Throughout the following 

pesukim, Hashem refers to us as His children. Parents love for their children is 

intrinsic. No matter how far one’s children stray, a parent always loves his 

children. Hakadosh Boruch Hu seeks to have a relationship with us. This is the 

bottom line. The fact that we lack a Beis HaMikdash makes the relationship all-

the-more difficult to maintain. We don’t mourn the destruction that was in the 
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past. We cry because we feel that our Father in Heaven is so far away from us. 

Yet Yeshayahu’s vision reminds us that the relationship still exists. 

 On Shabbos however, the mourning stops. We do have a special 

relationship with Hashem Yisborach, even in the bitter golus. We can build on 

the relationship and come closer to the Ribono shel Olam. Indeed the navi tells 

us how Hashem hates our observance of Rosh Chodesh and Moadim (the 

festivals) but merely expresses lack of toleration for the way we observe 

Shabbos. No father hates his children, and on Shabbos we are all children to 

Hakadosh Boruch Hu. This is the vision of every Shabbos and should be the 

vision we remain focussed on during Tisha b’Av! 
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