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Newborn Icer 
Water Created On the First Day Yom Tov to Be Consumed On the Second 

Day  

 

 “Mommy can I have an ices. I’m shmoiling. 

It’s sooo hot outside,” kvetched Goldy.  

All afternoon, the 

Berger children had been 

traipsing in and out of the 

house to get their fix of 

popsicles. Mrs. Berger 

didn’t appreciate the 

sticky mess, especially 

considering that Shavuos 

preparations were under 

way.  

“Can you think of a 

more convenient method for the children to 

enjoy refreshing ices when it’s hot outside?” 

Mrs. Berger asked her husband that evening. 

“And, Refoel, please don’t put too much sugar 

in the recipe.” 

“I could just buy a sno-cone machine, but 

that would be way too boring,” thought Rabbi 

Berger. He retreated to his lab grabbing various 

trinkets and parts. Before long he succeeded in 

modifying a dehumidifier that automatically 

purified the water into crystal clear delicious 

spring water. The machine then added natural 

fruit flavor and instantly froze the mixture into 

popsicle molds. The border around the molds 

was decorated in blue. One of them though 

was bordered in bright red. There was a glass 

dome to add to the 

excitement and watch as 

the multi-colored ices 

come through. The 

machine was placed 

outside and it was set to 

automatically turn on 

when there was hot 

weather. He called his 

innovative machine 

‘Newborn Icer’.  

The Friday and 

Shabbos before Shavuos was cold. Sunday, the 

first day of Shavuos was particularly sweltering. 

The Newborn Icer was triggered by the hot 

weather and formed ices on the first day Yom 

Tov. 

“Children, do not take any ices from the 

machine today,” mentioned Rabbi Berger.  

 

Water that didn’t exist before the onset of 

Shabbos and Yom Tov is considered muktzah. Since 

the dehumidifier drew out the undetectable 

Is it permitted to eat the ices on the 
first day of Yom Tov? 
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moisture from the air the water is considered nolad 

gamur (Bei’ah 2a Tosfos s.v. ka salka, Minchas 

Shlomo 2:34:29).  

The next day, on the afternoon of the 

second day of Yom Tov Rabbi Berger sent the 

children to play outside. “Kids, go enjoy the ices 

from the Newborn Icer today. However, do not 

take the ices from the bottom right mold which 

is bordered in red. 

“Why?” whispered Baruch to Yossi. 

“I don’t know, I was wondering the same 

thing,” answered Yossi.   

 

Even though the ices are muktzah on the first 

day of Yom Tov, they are not muktzah on the 

second day of Yom Tov, because they were already 

in existence at the onset of the second day of Yom 

Tov (Shulchon Aruch 513:5, Tosfos Bei’ah 24b).  

 

An egg is considered ready and prepared the 

day before it is laid. Food needs hachana - to be 

ready - on a weekday if you want to eat it on 

Shabbos or Yom Tov. An egg born on Yom Tov that 

follows Shabbos (on Sunday) is prohibited to be 

eaten on that Yom Tov day since its hachana was on 

Shabbos.  

Originally, there was an uncertainty outside of 

Eretz Yisroel, as to which day was Yom Tov. The 

Chachamim instituted a second day because of this 

safeik (which we continue to keep even without a 

safeik). One of these two days of Yom Tov is, 

perforce, really a weekday.  

On the one hand, if the first day of Yom Tov 

was indeed a weekday, then the ices were prepared 

on a weekday for the sake of Yom Tov and would 

be perfectly permissible for consumption on the 

second day.  

On the flipside, if the first day is really Yom Tov 

then the second day of Yom Tov is in reality a 

weekday. There is no problem of eating something 

on a weekday that was prepared on Shabbos or 

Yomtov. A weekday meal doesn’t have enough 

significance to render the hachana done for it a 

problem (Mishnah Brurah 513:13). Therefore, it 

seems that the ices created on the first day of Yom 

Tov would be permitted to enjoy on the second day 

of Yom Tov.  

"Hey, but Tatty", piped up the ever astute 

Baruch. "How can we take ices if that's gonna 

cause the contraption to produce more ices on 

Yomtov?" 

"Eggcellent question," answered Rabbi 

Berger. "But, surely you noticed that one of the 

molds is bordered in red. As long as the 

Popsicle in that mold is not removed, the 

mechanism that starts the process will not be 

triggered."  
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Are you allowed to eat the ices on 
the second day of Yom Tov? 

Is it permitted to eat ices during the 2nd day of 
Yom Tov which were created on the first day of 
Yom Tov for the second day, since it lacks 

hachana from a weekday? 
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