
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 
 ויסעו בני ישראל מרעמסס סכתה כשש מאות אלף רגלי הגברים לבד מטף )יב:לז(
The Children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six 
hundred thousand on foot, the men, aside from the children (12:37) 

From the wording of the posuk – “about six hundred thousand” – 
Rabbeinu Bachyei points out that there were not exactly six hundred 
thousand men, and since the Torah did not mention their exact number or 
how many were missing from the six hundred thousand, it seems that only 
one man was missing from the count. In other words, their count was five 
hundred ninety nine thousand, nine hundred and ninety nine men, and the 
posuk did not want to mention the deficient number. Rabbeinu Bachyei adds: 
“And so we find in Pirkei D’Rebbe Eliezer (Chapter 39): When Israel left 
Egypt their count was six hundred thousand less one, and what did 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu do? He entered into the count with them and increased 
the number to six hundred thousand, as it states (Bereishis 46:4):  ואנכי אעלך
 and I shall also surely bring you up.” (Umatuk HaOhr) – גם עלה

 

 One of the purposes of the plagues in Mitzrayim was so 

that all future generations can retell the story to their children 

in order that they appreciate Hashem (10:1). Rav Yaakov 

Galinsky, zt”l, notes that it is necessary to give over these 

stories because a story has the power, when presented 

properly, to make the listeners actually experience it as 

though it is happening right now. Even though we know 

most of the basic details of the experience in Mitzrayim, 

when we hear it as a story we are able to gain more, and 

actually feel it as if it were presently happening. The Avnei 

Neizer points out that the Targum Onkelos of the words 

‘Vehigadeta L’Vincha’, to tell it over to your children, is 

‘U’sechavi Li’vrach’- show it to your children. By telling a 

story we can actually make our children feel that they are 

experiencing leaving Mitzrayim! 
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                Candle Lighting: 4:35  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:06   Gra: 9:42 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:30 

Chatzos: 12:06       Sh'kiah: 4:54 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:39 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 6:07  

                                                 (some say 6:21) 
 
 

 
             Next Week: Beshalach 
              Candle Lighting: 4:43 

 B’Kitzur… A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

When one gets an Aliyah, he should first open the Torah and 

look at the place which is about to be read. He should then hold 

onto the Torah with both hands while it is still open. With his eyes 

closed, he should say, ‘Barchu es Hashem Ha’mevorach’ in a loud 

voice that the entire congregation can hear, and they should 

respond, ‘Baruch Hashem Ha’mevorach L’olam Va’ed’.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:3) 
 

 Shabbos Treasures  

When washing hands for Ha’motzi, after pouring the water 

on them and while they are still wet, one should lift his hands 

upward so that water doesn’t drip back down onto the hands 

from the wrists, which would make the hands tamei again 

(Orach Chaim 162:1). Rav Yosef Eisen points out that washing 

our hands properly is such an easy mitzvah to do, and the s’char 

is so great. Just like we lift our hands to keep them from 

becoming tamei again, on Shabbos we should elevate ourselves 

from the rest of the week, and elevate our minds to think only 

about things that are Kadosh. We should not allow weekly 

matters to enter our thoughts and taint our Neshamah Yeseirah 

that we receive on Shabbos. We should seek to maintain and add 

to the Kedushah of Shabbos, and not belittle it with mundane 

things. Additionally, we can also try to elevate others by giving 

compliments and thanking them for any efforts they may have 

put into making Shabbos nice for us. When the Alter of Kelm, 

Rav Simchah Zissel Ziv, zt”l, would come home from Shul 

every Shabbos night, he would always stop at the front door for a 

few minutes and look at the clean house and notice all the 

Shabbos preparations that were done. He would take note of the 

beautifully set table and the delicious aromas of the Shabbos 

foods. He did this so he would be able to properly thank his wife 

for all her efforts in the Shabbos preparations, and for going to 

so much trouble for him!  

 



  
 

 

 Middos      

Rav Gamliel Rabbinovitch, Shlit”a, writes about his 

father, Rav Levi Rabbinovitch, zt”l, that when he was just 

eight years old, Rav Levi lost his father and mother, R”L. He 

realized that he was alone in the world, and he accepted on 

himself that all his life he would follow the view of the 

Chofetz Chaim, and the Chofetz Chaim’s Seforim would 

guide him through life. All his life he stood by this decision, 

and whatever he would do he would first consider if it was 

appropriate according to what the Chofetz Chaim might say. 

Since one of the topics that the Chofetz Chaim focused on 

was guarding one’s tongue, and he wrote two Seforim on the 

subject: Sefer Chofetz Chaim and Sefer Shmiras HaLashon, 

Rav Levi accepted upon himself to always watch his 

language. This made a deep impression on him and anyone 

who saw him would sense his clean and pure speech. Because 

of this, many people would come to Rav Levi and ask him for 

Brachos, and they all reported that his Brachos were 

completely fulfilled. This was all due to the merit of watching 

his speech. Rav Levi considered the Chofetz Chaim as his 

personal teacher, and he clung to him very much until he saw 

the essence and truth of the Chofetz Chaim’s words and 

teachings, and there were many occasions when Rav Levi 

would see the Chofetz Chaim in his dreams! Rav Levi wrote 

Sifrei Me’adanei HaShulchan on Shulchan Aruch Yoreh 

Dei’ah, and arranged them in the same way as the Chofetz 

Chaim’s Mishnah Brurah on Orach Chaim, and his intent 

with this was to continue the approach of his teacher the 

Chofetz Chaim. Amazingly, Rav Gamliel notes that his father 

lived exactly the same amount of years as the Chofetz 

Chaim— 94 years and seven months! Rav Gamliel 

commented that we see from this that it is a sign that the long 

life of his father was in the merit for completely adhering to 

the ways of his teacher, the Chofetz Chaim! (Tiv HaKehilah) 
 

Rabbi Scheinbaum writes that the power of faith in Hashem 

is awesome, and it can help transform a grave circumstance into 

one of joy. Once, the parents of a young child were distraught, 

because their six-year-old son would wake up in the middle of 

the night and cry without stopping. They had taken him to 

specialists to seek an explanation or a cure, but none were able 

to help them. They turned to Tzaddikim for Brachos, amulets, or 

Segulos, but nothing worked. One day, the mother, who was a 

simple, trusting soul, found a page torn out from a Chumash 

lying on the street. She felt this was a sign from Shamayim. She 

picked it up and cleaned off any dirt, and that night she placed it 

beneath her son’s pillow, hoping that this page of Chumash 

would help cure her son. Amazingly, the child had his first 

restful night! He slept through the night without waking up to 

cry! The parents were overjoyed. The next day, the father looked 

at the Pesukim that were printed on the page. Apparently, the 

sheet was torn out of the Tochechah, the section of harsh 

Rebuke written in Parashas Ki Savo! The father read the words, 

“Hashem will strike you with madness… and you will be 

frightened night and day!” (Devarim 28:28,66). He said, “How 

could we use this page? There are terrible curses stated here!” 

The mother simply replied, “I did not read it when I found it. It 

is a page of Chumash, and that is all that matters. The holy 

words and letters will help our son. It doesn’t matter what it 

says!” The husband, however, could not accept this. He went to 

the holy Rav of the Sephardic community, Rav Yaakov Mutzafi, 

zt”l, to seek his guidance. The sage told him that he had no 

reason to worry. He explained, “This is the power of pure 

Emunah! Your wife’s faith in Hashem is so positive and 

powerful that it could transform curses into blessings, and 

tragedy into joy!” 

 

 

 
 

Sponsored by The Diamond Family,  :ע"ה ברוך שמעון בן משהלע"נ  

May his Neshamah have an Aliyah! 
 

 

 

 

These Divrei Torah are available weekly by email and sponsorship opportunities are available.  

For information, please send an email to: RabbiYehudaWinzelberg@gmail.com 

 

 בס"ד

       L’Maaseh… 

A Tale to Remember 

 The Siddur Speaks 
 .Hashem provides me with my every need - שעשה לי כל צרכי

The Gemara in Brachos says that this Brachah, which we say 

in Birchos HaShachar, is a reference to our shoes. The Avudraham 

explains the connection between ‘all our needs’ and shoes: As long 

as one is barefoot, he is limited in where he can go and what he can 

do. He can’t go to work or go into public areas to attend to his 

needs. Once he puts on his shoes, he is able to take care of what he 

needs to do. Rav Shimshon Pincus, zt”l, adds that we do not realize 

the true meaning of the phrase ‘our every need’. Do we even know 

how many needs we have? Rav Pincus comments that it was not 

until he moved from one house to another, and he noticed the 

countless number of boxes and containers that were full of his 

ordinary household and personal possessions, that he realized how 

much one’s needs really are. When he saw it all in front of him, he 

got a better understanding of how many things a person really 

needs, and was able to say this Brachah with better Kavanah. 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
There was once a Tzaddik Davening on the side of the road, 

when an important general came by on his horse and greeted 

him. Since the Tzaddik was Davening, he didn’t answer the 

general. The general got upset at being ignored and waited for 

him to finish Davening. The general yelled at him, “How dare 

you ignore me! I could have you killed for insulting me like 

that!” The Tzaddik answered in a very calm and polite way,  

“If you were speaking with a king, and your friend came by 

and said hello to you, would you have responded to him?” “Of 

course not!” replied the general, “I would be punished with 

death if I interrupted my conversation with the king!” The 

Tzaddik explained, “That is why I didn’t respond to you. 

When I am Davening I am having a conversation with 

Hashem, the King of kings! How can I interrupt and start 

talking with a friend?” The general was impressed with the 

explanation and said, “My friend, your words are true. You 

may continue on your way home in peace!” (Brachos 32b) 
 


