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Parshas Acharei Mos- Kedoshim 

The Transcendent Power of Chesed  

The Chofetz Chaim was one time traveling by 

train with his talmidim. In middle of the journey 

he straightened out his coat. As a result of this 

movement an expensive leather glove, which he 

had reluctantly received as a gift from a wealthy 

visitor, became dislodged from his pocket and fell 

out the window. The talmidim pointed out to their 

Rebbi what had transpired. Instantly he removed 

the matching glove from his pocket and threw it 

out the window. Seeing the bewildered look on his 

students’ faces he explained, “Some poor yid will 

surely be walking along the train tracks soon and 

will be excited to find a warm leather glove, but it 

will do him no good because he is missing the 

other glove. Having the finder in mind, I instantly 

threw the second glove out the window so that it 

may join its lost counterpart.” 

When we lose something, is our first thought ‘how 

can I assist the finder’, or do we think about 

ourselves and our loss? By nature man is self-

centered. The Chofetz Chaim transcended nature 

and was more concerned about others then about 

himself. In reality, as you will soon see this is the 

purpose of life. 

The Gemara relates a story. A ger approached 

Hillel and said, ‘teach me the entire Torah while I 

stand on one leg’. What was Hillel’s ten second 

crash course on Judaism? He said ‘What you don’t 

want upon yourself don’t do to you friend’, the 

parallel of ואהבת לרעך כמוך. Hillel then concluded, 

‘The rest of the Torah is an elucidation on this 

point. Go out and learn it.’ 

Why is this rule a synopsis of yiddishkeit? This 

story reveals to us the fundamental ideas behind all 

Mitzvohs. I believe the explanation is as follows. 

The purpose of Mitzvohs is to facilitate our 

connection with Hashem. Hashem is a spiritual 

being. We are a combination of both entities; our 

body is physical but our soul is spiritual. The more 

we connect to our neshama, the closer we are to 

Hashem. The more our body dominates over us, 

the less we can connect to Him. By nature our 

body dominates. The purpose of Mitzvohs is to 

help us transcend the physical and connect to our 

soul. 

Our body is self-centered whereas our soul is only 

focused on others. As long as we are living a self-

absorbed life we are under the dominion of our 

body. When we live primarily focused on others 

then our soul is dominant. 

This was the lesson that Hillel was imparting; 

reaching the level of ואהבת לרעך כמוך is the 

objective of the entire Torah. The rest of the Torah 

is guidance in how to make our neshamos 

dominate. 

It is for this reason that all of our gedolim were 

exemplary in this trait. Klal Yisrael recently lost 

R’ Yosef Rosenblum Zt”l Rosh Hayeshiva of 

Shaarei Yosher. By the levaya his son related the 

following incident. “One time my father said, ‘I 

am very tired now and I cannot concentrate on 

learning. I am going to sleep so that I may learn. 

However, if someone comes here in need of 

guidance or encouragement then wake me up. For 
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this I can concentrate.’” Such was his focus on the 

needs of others. 

I recently read another story about R’ Yosef 

Rosenblum Zt”l that shows how important helping 

others was to him. There was a period of time that 

he would give ורשיע  in the morning hours. R’ 

Yosef was known for his listening ear and sage 

advice. Many mornings his house would be filled 

with people seeking his guidance. The time for his 

 came and went but R’ Yosef would not send שיעור

people away unheard. Thus, it was commonplace 

for him to come extremely late to שיעור. One time 

his students complained about the proceedings and 

requested that they have their Rebbe for the full 

allotted time. Hearing the complaint R’ Yosef 

declared, ‘If so I am ready to resign. The yeshiva 

will be able to find a replacement for me, but there 

is no way that I can send people away unheard.’ 

Fortunately the yeshiva was able to rearrange the 

schedule so that he was able to care for both 

parties. 

Although this trait is essential the whole year 

during the weeks preceding Shavuos, acquiring 

this trait is of utmost importance, as you will soon 

see.  

During this period we mourn the death of R’ 

Akiva’s students. The Gemara says that they died 

because, ‘they did not accord each other the proper 

honor’. Why did they get such a strong 

punishment for this sin? Furthermore we can ask: 

why did they die specifically during this time of 

year? I would like to answer these questions in 

light of the following story. 

R’ Dovid’l Frankel was a close talmid of the 

Chazon Ish. He used to travel weekly to Bnei Brak 

do discuss matters with the Gadol Hador. In those 

days a trip to Bnei Brak was not a simple ordeal; 

one had to walk to the bus station and take a bus to 

Tel-Aviv, stopping at every village in between, 

and then they would need to walk from there to 

Bnei Brak. The whole trip took many hours and 

needless to say most people were deterred from 

undertaking such a journey. 

Yet people were in need of the Chazon Ish’s sage 

advice; so they would go to R’ Dovid’l and he 

would convey the question to the Chazon Ish. 

With time, the Chazon Ish’s fame grew and more 

and more people came to utilize R’ Dovid’l’s 

service. Eventually things got out of hand; his 

entire week was overtaken by this project. He 

would spend three days accepting requests and the 

next three days traveling to the Chazon Ish, 

conversing with him, and replying to his 

petitioners.  

R’ Dovid’l one time told the Chazon Ish that he 

was contemplating discontinuing his public service 

in order to increase the time he had to study Torah. 

The Chazon Ish told him that he is making a 

mistake. He said, “Torah is neshama. A guf cannot 

merit to absorb Torah. Only through devoting 

one’s life to Chesed is one able to transcend the 

physical. By you devoting your life to Chesed you 

are making yourself into a receptacle fit to absorb 

Torah. Thus you should not forsake your practice 

for the sake of Torah.” 

Back to R’ Akiva’s talmidim; Meforshim explain, 

on their level they were slightly lacking in the area 

of עך כמוךרואהבת ל . While this in itself is not 

deserving of such judgment, it did curtail their 

transcendent level which was needed to be true 

receptacles of Torah. Being that they were the 

bearers of the Torah’s tradition, their shortcoming 

would diminish the level of Torah for all coming 

generations. Thus, they were deemed unworthy of 

this position. It was for this reason that they died. 

For this reason they died specifically before 

Shavuos as this is the time that we receive the 

Torah. 

The more we devote our lives to Chesed, the more 

we become neshamos, and the more we will be 

deemed worthy of receiving Torah. 


