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‘The Three-ply Thread’ – 'המשולש חוטה'  
I waited at home from 10:00 in the morning for the handyman to 
come and make a small repair, but he did not show. I rearranged my 
entire day for him and it bothered me that he didn’t have the least bit 
of courtesy to answer the cell phone to let me know when or if he 
would show up. 
Of course, I was boiling because of my wasted time, but despite this I 
tried to overcome the challenge and judge him favorably. 
At 3:00 a man came to see my car that I was offering for sale. He very 
much wanted the car, but he was lacking 1,800 shekel from the price 
that I was asking for the car. He tried to arrange a loan but he was not 
able to. While he was trying to get the additional money, the 
mechanic showed up not knowing anything about this beforehand. 
“Shalom Aleichem!”, I greeted him. 
He apologized and said that he made a special effort to get here and 
an open miracle happened to him and this is his story: “Early in the 
morning I did a job for a client of mine. To make the repair I climbed a 
ladder three stories, while I was on top of the ladder I felt faint and 
dizzy, I simply tripped and fell to the ground. What saved me was the 
bag of cement that bothered me when I set the ladder in place. That 
bag of cement prevented me from setting the ladder and I pushed it to 
the side with my foot. When I fell to the ground I landed with my head 
on that bag of cement which was like a cushion in relation to the 
ground which saved my head from a terrible blow chalila. Even my cell 
phone was smashed and I could receive or make calls, I have been in 
the hospital being examined until now. And Baruch Hashem, except 
for a few bumps and bruises everything is all right. Then, so that you 
would not be disappointed, I came over to take care of the repair that 
you wanted…” 
Now, after telling the story he turned to the man who wanted to buy 
the car whom he knew from his neighborhood and he asked him what 
he is doing here. When he heard that he came to buy the car and he 
did not have enough money, he immediately took out the 1,800 
shekel that he was short and he said: “In honor of the miracle I am 
paying the difference, and whenever you have it, even if it takes a few 
years, only then you can pay me back if you want.” 
I forgot to mention that I had a loan payment due that day and 
because he was late and the two men met and we completed the sale 
I was able to make my payment on time. 
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How do we increase joy? – כיצד?-מרבים בשמחה  
There once was a miser and as is the nature of misers he was 
always sad. The miser went to a doctor and he asked for a 
suggestion as to what he should do. The doctor told him that 
he has to do things that cause happiness. The miser thought 
about what would make him happy, until he concluded that 
jokes make him laugh a lot and make him happy. He went to a 
comic and he asked him to tell him his jokes, but the comic did 
not want to share his material unless he was paid. Having no 
choice, the miser took money from his pocket and paid the 
comic, who immediately began telling him jokes which caused 
the man to ‘roll with laughter’. When the time was up, he went 
home and wrote down all the jokes that he just heard so that 
the next day he could amuse himself without paying, however, 
the next day he was quite disappointed when he read the jokes 
that he had written and they did not make him laugh at all… 
Chaza”l established that when Adar enters we increase 
happiness, the question is how do we ear this happiness? We 
are sure that Chaza”l were not referring to joy of foolishness, 
rather they were referring to true happiness, pure joy, and to 
earn pure and true joy this is not something that comes by 
itself, rather, we have to work to attain it. This is clear to us, 
that true happiness is a spiritual happiness and not a mundane 
happiness, as it is mentioned in Megillas Esther (8:16)  ליהודים'

 The Jews had light and gladness’ and the‘ – היתה אורה ושמחה'
Gemara Megillah (16b) states: ‘Rebbe Yehuda said: Light refers 
to Torah and so it says (Mishlei 6:23) כי נר מצוה ותורה אור – for 
the commandment is a lamp and the Torah is light’. It is 
understood that if the unique light and gladness that Israel 
received on the days of Purim are from the Torah that they had 
previously received, as it states (9:27) קבלו היהודים'מו וי'קי  – 
‘The Jews confirmed and undertook upon themselves’, they 
confirmed that which they had previously undertook. 
Everyone, even the smallest child, can describe that when he is 
involved in the study of Torah he feels an inner joy, which is 
not possible to attain through any mundane act, not even if he 
eats something that he loves and even if the person is truly 
happy when he eats this delicacy, or if he is successful in 
business and closes a deal that brings him a lot of money, this 
satisfaction passes with time. However, when a person is 
involved in the study of the holy Torah, he is filled with an 
immense joy that does not leave when he finishes studying, 
rather accompanies him throughout the day. This is why they 
said ‘there is no joy like the joy of the Torah!’ 

- Tiv HaMoadim - Purim 
 



 

 

 כל אשר תמצא ידך לעשות בכחך עשה

Whatever you are able to do with your might, do 
it 

 
)כה:ג(התרומה אשר תקחו מאתם זהב וכסף ונחושת וזאת   

This is the portion that you shall take from them: gold, and 
silver, and copper (25:3) 
Behold, the commandment to set up the Mishkan was one of the 
mitzvos that were given for that specific time, and when taken on 
a simple level it seems that there is nothing that is relevant for the 
generations, however, since our Torah is eternal, we must say 
that even in this mitzvah there is relevance to all generations. 
Therefore, it is incumbent on us to delve deeply into the matter 
and to understand the intent of the Torah to teach from it even 
for the generations. 
The truth of the matter is that we do not have to distance our 
thoughts far from things connected to the Mishkan, for when we 
contemplate regarding the essential purpose of setting up the 
Mishkan we see that the main topic applies to all generations. 
This is what we must know, that the main infusion of the Shechina 
through the Mishkan was in the hearts of Israel, as the posuk 
states (25:8) ועשו לי מקדש ושכנתי בתוכם – they shall make Me a 
Sanctuary so that I may dwell among them, it does not state ‘in it’ 
rather ‘among them’, that is, within the hearts of Israel. Aside 
from the dwelling of the Shechina in the Mishkan the dwelling 
extends within the hearts as well, and every Jew is literally in the 
category of being a Mishkan. This matter is relevant even to the 
generations for even today when we do not have the actual 
Mishkan every Jew is able to refine his heart until the Shechina 
dwells in it, and as the Chareidim promise in their song that 
through this yearning ‘I will build the Mishkan in my heart for its 
splendor’. 
However, through the general topic of the Mishkan the Torah 
hints to us the way to earn this category, for immediately upon 
beginning the commandment the Torah enumerates all the 
material that is necessary for the erection of the Mishkan, some 
of them more important and some of them not so important. 
However, the common denominator is that they are all needed 
for setting up the Mishkan, and if even one of the materials 
enumerated by the Torah is missing then HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
would not have infused His Shechina in it, even if it is the least 
needed item. This teaches us about the private Mishkan that is in 
the heart of every person as well. 
Sometimes it is possible for a person to err and think that in order 
to merit that he refines his heart it is incumbent on him to 
strengthen and serve Hashem Yisbarach in elevations and levels 
that are greater than his abilities. He innocently thinks that this is 
the only way he can prepare his heart and make it a dwelling for 
the Shechina. However, if he realizes that this service is too 
difficult to bear and he will become discouraged and then he will 
not merit to refine his heart chas v’chalila, rather, the truth of the 
matter is that because of the scheme of the Inclination he starts 
off making a mistake since it tricks the person to thinking that due 
to his lowliness this is beyond his abilities. It shows him how a 
certain person was able to rise up on the way to elevations in 
service, and it entices him by saying that that this is the main 
service, and its intent is clear to all that it belittles all manner of 
service in this way and when he attempts to perform this service 
which he is unable to do and he understands that he is still not 
prepared for this, his heart will sink within him and he will remain 
unfulfilled.     
 

However, the truth of the matter is that it is incumbent on the 
person to understand that the work is not his to complete, and if he 
is not destined to serve Hashem Yisbarach from lofty elevations, it is 
a sign from Heaven that they are not demanding this of him now, 
and he should not be dispirited. Rather, he must understand that 
just as the Mishkan needed gold it also needed shittim wood, and 
without shittim wood there is no Mishkan. The same thing applies to 
his private Mishkan. In order to complete his personal Mishkan he 
must serve Hashem Yisbarach through all types of categories of 
service, and if now he is not able to serve with the gold standard 
then it is a sign that Heaven wants him to be involved now with the 
copper standard. Over the course of many days when he comes to 
refine himself through the copper standard, Heaven will bestow 
upon him the gold standard so that he can complete his personal 
Mishkan. 
Therefore, when a person sees that the will is aroused within him 
and he yearns to elevate, it is up to him to determine if the desire to 
elevate is in line with his ability, and if he evaluates that this is above 
his ability then it is possible that this is just a trick of the Inclination 
to deter him from this, and he has to involve himself in a service that 
is lower but his elevation through it is clear and there is no doubt 
that he is capable of performing this service. 
This matter is relevant to a person that with his broad understanding 
is able to elevate to lofty levels of service to Hashem Yisbarach, still, 
even this person needs the copper standard to complete his 
Mishkan. Therefore, this person should not pass over the times 
when small minded services present themselves to him and he 
should only be prepared to perform the loftier services, therefore, 
he should not feel that he is exempt from the small tasks. Shlomo 
said to this man (Koheles 9:10) 'כל אשר תמצא ידך לעשות בכחך עשה' 
– ‘whatever you are able to do with your might, do it’. If the time 
does not present itself to serve Hashem Yisbarach through lofty 
levels which you are accustomed to perform, then it is upon you to 
perform the service that presents itself now even though it is at a 
lower level than your capabilities. Do not let your heart be swayed 
by the Inclination which tries to entrap you by saying that these 
services are beneath you, for as we have stated, you need these 
services as well. 
Therefore, many stories are told regarding the great ones of the 
generations, when they were seen doing things to serve their 
Creator in a manner that was beneath them, they did not turn 
themselves away from the mitzvos chas v’chalila, rather, they saw fit 
to do the things that they could do. As it is told about the Chofetz 
Chaim, for sometimes in his advanced age when due to his weakness 
he had to relax between his efforts in Torah, and in order to make 
use of his time he would review all the various foods and the 
appropriate bracha to recite on them, for this too is Torah, and he 
understood that now this was the most appropriate thing to do. 
Similarly, it is told about Maran HaGriz of Brisk zt”l, that once his 
son, HaRav HaGaon Rebbe Raphael noticed how his father sat and 
pored through a mussar sefer for several hours in a row. This was 
amazing for in Brisk it was not the custom to study mussar, and he 
brought up the question to his father as to why he saw fit to 
dedicate so many hours to mussar since the topic was not 
acceptable to them then. However, his father, HaGriz, stood his 
ground when he said: In Brisk they did not hold from mussar?! In 
Brisk they said that mussar is for sick people! Today I am sick, and I 
need this remedy… 
Hashem Yisbarach should help us to constantly serve our Creator 
and merit through it the dwelling of the Shechina and all good 
things.   
 


