
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 !Like a fire - פרשת צו

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

והאש על המזבח תוקד בו לא תכבה וכו' אש תמיד תוקד על המזבח לא 

'(ו' ה - 'ו) תכבה  
 
 

The fire on the Mizbeach shall be kept burning on it and not extinguished etc. 
a permanent fire shall remain aflame on the Mizbeach, it shall not be 

extinguished 
 

The obvious question when learning these Pesukim is, why does the Torah repeat this Din 
twice? The Maharil Diskin explains that only one Possuk is written for the Din; to state that 
this is what you must do. “You must ensure that the fire always remains lit.”  

The second Possuk is written as a promise; the fire will always be lit and will never go out, 
even when it rains above it. 

This was certainly a Nes; rain would never extinguish the fire on the Mizbeach! 

The Sefer Ruach Chaim asks why was it necessary for Hashem to make this big Nes? It would 
have surely been ‘simpler’ for Hashem to arrange that it just would not rain over the 
Mizbeach. Why did Hashem allow it to rain down but then create this Nes that the rain 
would not affect the fire that was burning on the Mizbeach? 

He answers that the Torah is teaching us an important lesson with this Nes.  

The Gemara in the beginning of Taanis writes that rain can be a reference to Parnassa. By 
emphasising this Nes that the fire of the Mizbeach was not extinguished by rain, the Torah is 
teaching us about our priorities. The Possuk could therefore be understood like this: a Yid 
should not extinguish his fire of Torah and Mitzvos (“there should always be a fire on the 
Mizbeach”), even when he needs to make a Parnassah (‘even when it rains’). 

In other words, a Yid should always be stoking his fire of passion and enthusiasm for Torah 
and Mitzvos and not allow anything to cool his ‘fire’ of Torah and Mitzvos or to distract him 
from it. 

We could add to this as follows. On Erev Pesach the Mitzvah of the day is to burn the 
Chometz. The Gemara writes that Chometz is comparable to the Yetzer Hara. So when we 
burn the Chometz, the Baale Mussar say, it is a way of us rejecting the Yetzer Hara and its 
desires.  

But this fire of Biur Chometz could also be a reminder about our overall service of Hashem. 
As we watch the fire burning the Chometz, we should be inspired to do Torah and Mitzvos 
with a “Bren” - with fire and passion! 

After burning our Chometz, we then come to the Seder night purified anew and we sing  והיא

 means the Torah. Throughout the generations of ”והיא“ One of the Peshatim is that .שעמדה
Golus, through all the persecution of the Jewish people, it has been the Torah and our 
dedication to the Torah that has stood us strong. 

In our new state of renewed vigour in our Avodas Hashem, we will truly be able to start to 
appreciate how important it is for us to keep the fire of the Torah going. And then we would 
be ready to start counting towards Shovuos when we will be Mekabel the Torah anew. 

So let us get the fire raging with passion in our service of Hashem. Let us burn our 
materialistic desires together with the Yetzer Hara on Erev Pesach, let us reenergise our 
Avodas Hashem. 

Then we will truly be ready to start counting towards Shovuos when we will be Mekabel the 
Torah anew.  

A Gut Shabbos and A Kosheren Pesach 

 



 

עניא הא לחמא  
 כל דכפין ייתא ויאכל... לשנה הבא בארעא דישראל 

Whoever is needy should come and eat… next year in Eretz Yisroel 

Why do we begin by talking about the Matzah that the Yidden ate in Mitzrayim? Do 

we really have to remember their menu? 

The Kolbo explains as follows. When someone is very poor and can’t afford to buy 

food regularly, how does he survive? He makes sure to eat only some of his food 

today and the rest he hides for tomorrow. When the Yidden were in Mitzrayim they 

too were very poor. They only ate “לחם עוני” which was Matzah.  

Before we began Maggid, we broke our Matzah into two pieces (Yachatz). Now we 

are explaining why we did that. We broke our Matzah into two just like a poor man 

would; to eat some today and to hide some for tomorrow. 

This is all so that we should get the feel of what is was like to be a poor hungry Yid in 

Mitzrayim. 

Another Peshat why we say this now is to give comfort to those of our guests who 

might be poor. We say, “Don’t feel bad; when we were all in Mitzrayim we too were 

poor.” 

One year, on the first night of Pesach, Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinski was greeting a 

long line of people after davening. Somewhere in the middle of the line, a person 

whispered into the Gadol’s ear that he was so poor and had nothing to eat in his 

house. He was too embarrassed to ask anyone for money or food before Pesach and 

so now he couldn’t make a Seder nor have any Yom Tov meals. Rav Chaim Ozer felt 

so bad and really wanted to help him but he wondered how to help this man 

without embarrassing him. 

Suddenly he had a brilliant idea. He realized that many of the others in line were 

asking him Halachic Shaylos and so if he would respond as if the man had asked him 

a Shayla then he could save the man from embarrassment. So he responded out 

loud, “I’m terribly sorry, but all the food that you prepared for Pesach is not kosher.” 

Everyone around gasped, and one by one people came over to the poor man and 

said, “Don’t worry, it’s happened to me too before,” and they offered to bring him 

food. After a few minutes, the man had enough food for Seder night and for his Yom 

Tov meals and he went home without feeling embarrassed. 

How important it is not to embarrass others and to try and make them feel 

comfortable, especially poor people. 

 


