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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first  reviewing it.  Although it  does expedite matters in  getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

Rav Nebenzahl on Parshat Ki Tetze 

PARSHAT KI TETZE 5776

HASHEM IS ALWAYS IN OUR MIDST

We find in this week's parsha: "for Hashem, your G-d, walks in the midst of your camp ... so your camp

shall be holy" (Devarim 23:15). While the subject of the pasuk relates to Hashem's presence in our

camp during times of war, the fact is that Hashem is always in our midst. In fact, the Rema opens his

comments on the Shulchan Aruch with "I have set Hashem before me always". This is true every day of

the year, how much more so on Rosh Hashem the day we crown Hashem as King, the day we declare

that He is "Melech al kol haaretz mekadesh Yisrael veYom HaZikaron".

Interestingly,  the  halachah  states  that  conclusion  of  berachos  may  only  contain  one  theme.  For

example, the opening bracha of Shmone Esrei declares that Hashem is Elokei Avraham, Elokei Yitzchak,

Elokei Yaakov, and also that He is "Melech ozer umoshia umagen", yet the conclusion of the bracha is

simply "Magen Avraham" - one theme. If so, how can it be that in the Shmone Esrei and the Kiddush of

Rosh Hashana we say "Melech al kol haaretz mekadesh Yisrael veYom HaZikaron" - that He is King of

the universe and He sanctifies His people and the Day of Remembrance (Rosh Hashana)? The answer is

that the entire essence of Rosh Hashana is Hashem's Kingship, it is not a separate theme but included

in the theme of sanctifying the day. Although we mention several times a day that Hashem is "Melech

Haolam", Rosh Hashana is the day set aside for truly internalizing this message.

Every day, morning and night, we make mention of the fact that Hakadosh Baruch Hu took us out of

Egypt, yet there is one night in the year designated for elaborating on this theme. During the entire
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Asseres  Yemei  Teshuva we  emphasize  Kingship  -  we  say  "HaMelech Hakadosh"  in  place  of  HaKel

HaKadosh", we say "Hamelech Hamishpat" in place of "Melech ohev tzdaka umishpat". During the entire

ten day period, and certainly on Rosh Hashana itself, the them is crowning Hakadosh Baruch Hu as our

King.

Rosh Hashana is counted as the opening day of Aseres Yemei Teshuva, the ten day period ending with

Yom  Kippur.  Although  each  are  equally  numbered  among  the  ten  days  of  Teshuva,  the  contrast

between their observance is quite interesting - on Rosh Hashana we eat and drink and do not recite

viduy, while Yom Kippur is the opposite on both counts - it is a day of fasting, we do not eat or drink,

and viduy is recited. How do we account for the different approaches to teshuva?

Perhaps  we  can  view our  sins  as  creating  a  wall  between  us  and  Hashem:  "your  iniquities  have

separated between ou and your G-d" (Yeshayahu 59:2). To come closer to Hashem we must break

down this wall - there are two ways to break down a wall. The first way is to take a hammer and knock

down brick by brick until we have succeeded in breaking down this barrier. An alternative method is to

dig up the foundation under the earth and cause the wall to topple.

On Rosh Hashana we attempt to uproot the wall from its foundation - not feeling Hashem's presence

sufficiently in our lives. Our goal on Rosh Hashana is to internalize Hashem's presence, that way we will

avoid sin, and subsequently the wall which separates us from Him will collapse. On Yom Kippur we

"chop down" every sin, one by one, brick by brick. Regarding the distinction of Rosh Hashana being a

day of eating and drinking while Yom Kippur is a day of fasting, the explanation is that Rosh Hashana is

the day Hashem was crowned as King. His first subject, Adam Harishon, was created on Rosh Hashana

until that time there was not anyone who knew Him as King. Even a human king will make a feast on

the day of his coronation, thus we too eat and drink in honor of our King's crowning. Yom Kippur, on

the other hand, focuses entirely on our sins and thus it is not appropriate to eat and drink, on the

contrary it is more appropriate to fast.

Beyond  eating  meat  and  drinking  wine,  may  have  a  custom  to  eat  special  foods  referred  to  as

"simanim" - signs of various desires and wishes for the upcoming year. Many have the custom of eating

an apple dipped in honey to symbolize our prayer for a sweet year, some eat seeds of a pomegranate

to symbolize our desire for our merits to be as numerous as the seeds of this fruit. The custom to eat

dates is a play-on-words -for a date is called a tamar, and we pray that "yitamu soneinu", that our

enemies will be no longer. The custom to eat fish to due to the fish's ability to be fruitful and multiply

(symbolized by the word veyidgu which sounds like the word for firsh - dag).

The Meiri poses the following question - how are we permitted to eat these items as signs that certain

things will happen, does this not violate the Torah prohibition of nichush, sorcery? The understanding

behind these simanim is not that because we eat honey therefore we will have a sweet year, rather the

goal is for us to remember even while seated at our table that Hashem decides who will have a good

year, who will have more merits, who will be fruitful and multiply, and so forth. It is Hashem Who

judges us, and part of realizing His Kingship is understanding that Rosh Hashana is the day that He

judges us.

We all search for merits on the Day of Judgment, we must realize that the greatest merit comes from

learning Torah. Every word of Torah which we learn is a fulfillment of many positive commandment, the

Chafetz Chaim calculated 200 per minute. It  is  even more meritorious to delve deeper and try  to

uncover a deeper understanding of the Torah - how do Rashi, Rambam, and others understand this

mitzvah. This is the greatest merit we can achieve prior to Rosh Hashana. May Hashem inscribe us and

the entire nation for a good and sweet New Year.
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