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IMPORTANCE OF ....   
The Gemara (Bava Basra 25a) quotes R’ Akiva’s opinion that 
one may build a tannery outside the city (due to its stench) on any 
side except the west side, because the Shechinah is on that side 
(i.e. we face west during davening). R’ Yishmael disagrees, 
maintaining that we may daven in any direction we choose since 
the Shechinah is everywhere. R’ Yehoshua ben Levi sides with R’ 
Akiva, but he also advises that one should face south during 
davening, because: ohrsh ohfjha vmurv – one who seeks wisdom 
should face south. How can one face west and south ? The 
Gemara answers that one should face west, but turn slightly to the 
south. The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 94) and Rema rule according to 
the Gemara in Berachos (30a) which says that we are to face 
Eretz Yisroel during davening, which is generally east for 
Western countries, and the Magen Avraham (ibid 5) states that if 
one wishes, he should face east and turn his body slightly south. 
The Magen Avraham also states that if the Aron HaKodesh is not 
on the eastern side of a Shul, one is still required to face east 
during davening. The Netziv suggests in rcs chan (1:10) that 
custom does not follow this Magen Avraham because people 
don’t distinguish between a Shul where the Aron is in the east, as 
it should be, and where it is not. A Shul wanted to move the Aron 
from the east wall to the south in order to acquire more room. 
They also claimed that a church was now visible through the 
eastern windows. The Netziv forbade them to move the Aron, 
based on the Magen Avraham, and ,ubunn hbhs of those who paid 
to be near the Aron. The church was not a problem because a Shul 
is a separate building. We see that Moshe did not leave the city 
until the plague of src. Until then, he had undoubtedly been 
kkp,n in a Shul, regardless of the Avodah Zarah outside.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Where would we absolve a thief of the cuhj to make restitution for 
his thievery if he uses the stolen money for a vumn ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Must a Ger do Teshuvah and seek a Kaparah for sins done as a gentile ?)  
The Sefer Chasidim (691) states that even though a Ger is like a 
newborn child, he must still pay that which he was obligated to 
pay before converting, and he requires a Kaparah for other Bnei 
Noach sins he transgressed. The Gemara (Yevamos 48b) states 
that Gerim tend to suffer a lot because they delayed their 
conversion even after deciding that they wanted to convert.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If a Kehila should become dissatisfied with their Rav, claiming 
that he does not fulfill his obligations and no longer has sway 
over the community, they may remove him, after giving him 
ample warning through a Beis Din. This is true only with regard 
to a “real” Rav, who is a vtruv vrun for his Kehila and who 
teaches Torah to them regularly. However, if the Rav is only the 
kind that officiates at funerals and Bar Mitzvahs, and gives an 
occasional sermon, he may not be dismissed unless he first finds 
another source of vxbrp. (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 2:722) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Shabbos 49a) states that one may only wear Tefillin 
if his body is clean, like Elisha Baal Kenafayim. The Gemara 
then relates that Elisha wore Tefillin in defiance of an edict that 
prohibited Jews from wearing Tefillin. When an officer saw him 
and gave chase, Elisha took them off and held them in his hand. 
The officer demanded to see what was in his hand and Elisha said 
he was holding dove’s wings. He opened his hand, and showed 
the officer – dove’s wings. Tosafos points out that the Gemara’s 
story does not mention Elisha’s clean body, but the fact that a 
miracle occurred for him indicates he was a Tzadik and a clean 
body is implied. The Gemara (Megilah 12a) quotes Resh Lakish’s 
opinion that the threat of annihilation facing the Jews in the story 
of Purim was due to their bowing to the idol of Nevuchadnetzer. 
His students asked: if they worshipped Avodah Zarah, why were 
they shown special treatment [and spared] ? Rashi explains that 
they should not have merited a miracle if they worshipped 
Avodah Zarah. Similarly, the Gemara (Avodah Zarah 18a) relates 
that the sister of R’ Meir’s wife Beruriah was held captive by the 
Romans. When Beruriah asked R’ Meir to free her, R’ Meir said 
that a miracle would be necessary, and it would only happen if 
she hadn’t sinned. However, does not the Yalkut (Shemos 234) 
say that the Satan argued at Krias Yam Suf that the Jews had also 
worshipped Avodah Zarah in Egypt, and were thus not deserving 
of a miracle, to which Hashem replied that they were forced 
against their will. Was not Bruriah’s sister also forced to sin ? The 
Midrash (Pirkei D’Rabbi Elazar 29) darshens the double 
expression: hhj lhhnsc lk rnutu hhj lhhnsc lk rnutu as referring to 
the two bloods responsible for Bnei Yisroel being redeemed – the 
blood of Bris Milah and of the Korban Pesach. Chazal have listed 
other reasons for Bnei Yisroel’s redemption, such as their not 
having changed their names, language and clothing, or their 
having preserved their morality, or to demonstrate how Hashem 
removes His nation from the midst of another nation etc.., all of 
which justify the miracle of Geulah as an exception to the rule 
that only a Tzadik is worthy of a miracle happening to him. Thus 
the excuse of being forced to sin would be acceptable for the 
miracle of ohrmn ,thmh, but perhaps not so for Beruriah’s sister.        
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Yaakov Yitzchok of Parshischa (a.k.a. the Yid HaKadosh) related to his 
Chasidim how a certain very righteous Chasid was treated when, after 
his death, he came before the Heavenly Court. As the Chasid was a big 
Tzadik, there were so many Malochim created from his mitzvos that 
there was interest in just finalizing his judgement, straight to Gan Eden. 
However, suddenly a large Maloch showed up with a report of an 
aveirah. The Court asked the Chasid how he came to transgress this 
aveirah, and the Chasid reluctantly replied that it was done at the urging 
of his wife. The large Maloch laughed at the apparent weakness of the 
Chasid and ridiculed his excuse. Subsequently, the Heavenly Beis Din 
ruled that the Chasid must be punished for the aveirah, despite his 
excuse. And it was also decreed that the large Maloch, as a result of his 
laughter and ridicule, should be sent down to Earth as a human, in order 
to marry an “uncooperatve” wife, and experience it for himself. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Stauber family L’Zecher 
Nishmas HaRav Shmuel b. Aharon Stauber Z”L. 


