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 כי תבואפרשת 

 

ִָלְפֵניְָועָ  ְָוָאַמְרת  טָיָךֲָאַרִמָקֶ ֱאֹלָ'הִנית  םִָבְמֵתיְָמע  רָש  ג  הַָוי  יָֹאֵבדָָאִביַָוֵיֶרדִָמְצַרְימ 
ב ר  צּוםָו  דֹולָע  םְָלגֹויָג   ַוְיִהיָש 

“And you shall call out and say before Hashem, your G-d: An Aramean 

sought to destroy my forefather, and he went down to Egypt and 

sojourned there with a small number of people, and there he became a 

great, mighty, and numerous nation” (26:5)  

The Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah 606) counts the recital of this section 

of the Torah when bringing bikkurim, the first fruits of one’s harvest, as a 

mitzvah of its own, independent of the mitzvah to bring the bikkurim to the 

Beis HaMikdash.  He explains the reason for this mitzvah as follows:  

“A person stimulates his thoughts and generates the truth in his heart 

through the power of his words.  Therefore, when Hashem is good to 

him, blesses him, makes his land fruitful, and grants him the merit to 

bring the fruits to the house of our G-d, it is appropriate for him to 

stimulate his heart through his words to contemplate that everything 

which is his comes from the Master of the world.  He should speak of 

His kindnesses to us and to the entire Jewish nation as a group.  

Therefore, he begins with the subject of Yaakov Avinu, whom 

Hashem rescued from Lavan, and the subject of our enslavement by 

the Egyptians and how Hashem rescued us from their hands.  After 

this praise, he requests from Hashem to perpetuate his blessings.  

Through the inspiration he finds in the praised of Hashem and His 

goodness, he will merit that his land will be blessed.  Hashem 

commanded us to do this because he wants to act kindly.” 

The reading of these verses has an important value of its own because 

articulating our gratitude helps us think about what we are saying and gain a 

much greater appreciation of what we have to be thankful for.  The action of 

bringing the bikkurim is not enough on its own; it must also be accompanied 

by words.  Expressing our gratitude helps us think about the good that 

Hashem has bestowed upon us and appreciate the full measure of the 

kindness that He does. 
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In his sefer Limudei Nissan, R’ Nissan Alpert points out that we talk 

about the past and the present in these verses – tracing our history from 

Yaakov Avinu through the exodus from Egypt up until the present time 

when the person is bringing the fruits from the Eretz Yisrael – and give 

thanks for both.  This is because one must feel gratitude for the blessings of 

the past in order to properly appreciate the blessings of the present.  When 

one recognizes all the kindness that enabled him to arrive at his present 

circumstances, he is even more grateful for all of his blessings.  For 

example, it behooves children to have gratitude toward their parents, not just 

for what the parents do today, but for all the hard work and kindness that 

they invested in them for many, many years.  Then the thanks for today’s 

kindness would be more meaningful and more complete. 

 

 יָךקֶ ֱאֹלֶ'הָשםְֶוָשַמְחָתִֶלְפֵניֶָלִמיםְֶוָאַכְלָתְֶוָזַבְחָתְֶשֶ
“And you shall slaughter peace offerings, and you shall eat there, and 

you shall rejoice before Hashem, your G-d” (27:7)  

The Torah instructed the people to build an altar on Har Eival, offer 

korbanos on it, and participate in a festive meal there.  R’ Moshe Feinstein 

writes that one would have considered Har Gerizim, the mountain upon 

which blessings were pronounced, to have been the more appropriate 

location for the celebration at these mountains.  Yet the Torah dictated that 

the celebration take place on Har Eival, the location of the curses!  Why? 

The purpose of the curses was to ensure that people would keep the 

Torah.  Had the Torah only promised blessings for those who do mitzvos, 

then a person might sin and feel confident that he would be okay because of 

the reward that he had earned through the mitzvos that he had done.  By 

adding curses for those who fail to uphold the mitzvos, the sinner is 

dissuaded from doing something wrong.  Thus, the mountain upon which the 

curses were pronounced was indeed a place for joy because it was through it 

that the fulfillment of the Torah was guaranteed. 

 

ַָהיֹוםִָלְהיֹותָ'הֶאתָ ָּוִמְצוִקְֶלָךֵָלאֹלֶָהֱאַמְרת  יו ְָוִלְשֹמרָֻחק  יו כ  ֶלֶכתִָבְדר  יוָיםְָול  ֹת 
יוְָוִלְשֹמַעְָבֹקלוָֹ ט    ּוִמְשפ 

“You have selected Hashem this day, to be your G-d, and to walk in His 
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ways, and to observe His statutes, His commandments and His 

ordinances, and to obey Him” (26:17)  

 While the primary meaning of ִלְשֹמר is “to guard,” the word can also 

mean “to antipicate.” The task of the Jew is to anticipate the opportunity to 

fulfill Hashem’s commandments and to yearn for the chance to heed 

Hashem’s voice.  Closeness to Hashem is defined by how a person views 

mitzvos.  A person who sees the chance to do a mitzvah as an opportunity 

has a close relationship with Hashem.  A person who views a mitzvah that 

comes his way as a burden that he is compelled to uphold, then he is missing 

a vital part of what it means to serve Hashem.    

We can read this interpretation of the word ִלְשֹמר into many other 

places where it appears in the Torah.  For example, the Torah says 

“Veshamru Bnei Yisrael es haShabbos,” the Jewish people shall guard the 

Shabbos.  With this secondary translation, we can understand the lesson of 

this posuk to be that we must anticipate Shabbos and be excited about its 

arrival.  Keeping Shabbos should elicit feelings of joy and anticipation, not 

feelings of restriction and limitation.  

 

Parsha Shiur by Rabbi Mayer Friedman 

Written by Michael Gutmann 


