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Now You Know 
When Yisro brought sacrifices to 

HaShem, the Torah tells us that Aharon 
and all the elders of Klal Yisrael came to 

break bread with him. 

Moshe himself acted as the waiter for 

this gathering and took care of all their 
needs. Why did they all have to 

participate? Yisro came to see Moshe, 
not the elders, so why couldn’t one of 

them be the waiter? 

Perhaps we can suggest that it was 

Moshe Rabbeinu’s desire that they all 
share a meal with Yisro. 

When he told Yisro all that HaShem had 
done to the Egyptians on behalf of the 

Jews, Yisro was overcome with emotion.  

He cried, “Blessed is HaShem Who 
saved you from the hand of Egypt and 
Pharaoh! Who took you from under their 
thumb! Now I know that HaShem is the 
greatest power in the world, for they 
were punished measure for measure.” 

These reactions that Yisro had as an 
outsider were integral for Klal Yisrael to 

feel as well. Therefore, Moshe wanted 
the elders to come so they could 

experience Yisro’s perspective firsthand, 
just as he had. 

Perhaps that is why this story is 
mentioned before the Ten 

Commandments (even according to the 

opinion that Yisro came after Matan Torah): 

so that we might recognize HaShem’s 
mastery of the world and gratefully 

accept His guidance as presented in the 
Torah. 

Thought of the week: 

Some people cause joy 
wherever they go; others, 
whenever. 

(W:XY TWMw) „.HME HYNB YNwW VTwAW VYLA AB WRTY VNTX YNA HwM LA RMAYW‰ 
“And he said to Moshe, “It is I, Yisro your father-in-law, who has come to you, 
and your wife and her two sons with her.””(Exodus 18:6) 

Upon hearing of the miraculous salvation of the Jewish People, Yisro headed out to 
connect with Moshe and his nation. The splitting of the sea and the war with Amalek 
showed that HaShem was watching over His nation and Yisro understood the truth of 
HaShem’s mastery of the world. 

On this posuk, Rashi quotes the Mechilta that this declaration was presented to Moshe by 
a messenger. Since it states afterward that Moshe went out to greet his father-in-law, it is 
clear that Yisro didn’t make the statement himself. 

Why did Yisro need a messenger? He had already made the trip, and could have spoken in 
person. He didn’t need to request an audience because this was his son-in-law with whom 
he had a good relationship. 

The Sforno comments that Yisro was giving Moshe a chance to find proper 
accommodations for them without pressure, thus practicing what Chazal tell us that a 
person should not come into his own home unexpectedly, and surely not into his friend’s 
home. However, it could be even more. 

As we know from Vayikra, when HaShem calls to Moshe before appearing to him, it is 
considered derech eretz, respectful, to not put someone on the spot or surprise them. 
Perhaps Moshe did not want his father-in-law to come now. Maybe he would be 
uncomfortable, busy, or find it a burden to deal with him at this moment. 

Therefore, Yisro sent a message. Moshe would not have to respond instantly by showing a 
happy, welcoming face. He would be able to compose himself and perhaps send back a 
response if it was a bad time. Yisro mentioned Moshe’s wife and children as a means of 
giving Moshe an additional option, to simply agree to meet them even if he did not want to 
see Yisro, or just the children if that worked for him. 

The fact that Yisro used a messenger belied a sensitivity to another which recognizes that 
we may not be the center of someone else’s universe, and that’s OK. They may have 
priorities which are not the same as ours and we should respect that. Often, we like to 
surprise people to see their reaction (especially when we expect it to be positive.) From 
here we learn that to do so comes from thinking of ourselves, not the other person. Now 
that it’s been pointed out, hopefully we can put it into practice too. 

R’ Binyomin Lifton, who served as a rebbi in Yeshiva of Central Queens for many years, retold 
the story of his “farher,” his entrance exam, to join R’ Shimon Shkop’s yeshiva in Grodno.  He 
prepared a “shtikel Torah,” a Torah discourse, to repeat to the Rosh Yeshiva to show his 
aptitude.  After a grueling journey of several days, the boy arrived and was startled to be 
greeted by none other than R’ Shimon Shkop himself.  He was prepared to say his shtikel Torah 
when R’ Shimon stopped him. 

“I have two questions for you,” said the sage.  The teen was frightened as he wondered what he 
would be asked.  He hadn’t known he would be tested on something he hadn’t prepared. 

“When was the last time you ate a proper meal?” asked the Rabbi, “and when was the last time 
you slept in a bed?”  R’ Shimon then took him home, fed him, and prepared a warm bed for the 
boy so he could have a good rest.  

R’ Binyomim survived the Holocaust and many other sorrows and said, “What kept my Judaism 
alive all those years were those two questions that R’ Shimon asked me as my entrance exam 

to the Grodno Yeshiva.” 
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The wedding is coming 

Oh, what shall I say? 

Can anyone help me 

Prepare for this day? 
Yes, there is help. 
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Your Thoughts, the Perfect Words 

 

Start slowly then 

build up to it. 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


