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 The second speaker at the January 1st legal holiday Hakhel Event held in the 

Flatbush shul of the Agudath Israel of Madison was Rabbi Aryeh Zev Ginzberg, 

Mora D’asrah of the Chofetz Chaim Torah Center in Cedarhurst and 

internationally renowned Maggid Shiur and educator. His lecture was on the topic 

of “Sinas Chinam in our Machanos: What We Can Each Do to Bridge the Gap?” 

 He began by declaring that the most painful and yet one of the most 

important topics that needs to be addressed in Klal Yisroel today is that of 

machlochis, the terrible disputes between one Jew and another and between one 

kehillah (community) and another. 
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 This affects us in every aspect of our lives. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein would 

often invite bochurim (students) from his yeshiva (Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim) 

in the Lower East Side to join him as members of his beis din. This would allow 

them to learn how the famed Posuk Hador handled various disputes, although he 

solely made the decisions and they simply followed his directions. 

 One time he invited Rabbi Meir Zlatowitz, zal, [who later established 

Mesorah/ArtScroll Publications] to join him as a member of his beis din along with 

another talmid. The case that came before Rabbi Feinstein that day was a business 

dispute between two partners. Each partner was allowed to explain what they 

thought was the problem and afterwards Rabbi Feinstein gave his psak (decision.) 

And both partners agreed, smiled and thanked him for giving them a solution. 

 Rabbi Feinstein walked them to the door and before leaving asked them to 

moichel (forgive) each other. The partners were stunned. “Why? We have no 

problem with your psak. It’s clear to us as the sun outside.” But Rabbi Feinstein 

insisted that they moichel each other and they did so. 

 When he returned to the room, Rabbi Zlatowitz asked why the Rosh 

Hayeshiva had insisted on the two partners forgiving each other since it was clear 

that they had accepted his judgement. Rabbi Feinstein explained about the terrible 

lesson that we learn from the Aseres Harugei Malchus (The Ten Jewish Martyrs 

who were brutally killed by the Romans) almost 2,000 years ago. 

 The roots go back to the ten brothers who sold Yosef as a slave to the 

Ishmaelite caravan that took him to Mitzrayim. After the death of their father 

Yaakov, the brothers approached Yosef and asked him to forgive them for the bad 

they had done to him. Yosef insisted that it wasn’t necessary to forgive them since 

Hashem had transformed their bad intentions and made it into good since he as a 

result was interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams and become a ruler who could thereby 

save his brothers and their families during the terrible famine he prophesized. 

 Our Sages teach us that because Yosef failed to technically forgive his 

brothers, 1500 years later ten great Torah Sages (the aforementioned Aseres 

Harugei Malchus) were brutally martyred by the Roman Caesar. Each of the Torah 

scholars was a gilgul (reincarnation) of one of the 10 brothers who had sold Yosef. 

From this episode in Jewish history Rabbi Feinstein said we can all learn the 

utmost importance of forgiving anyone who has wronged us [if they request that 

we moichel them.] 

 Rabbi Ginzberg told another story of a rav in Europe who once wanted to 

terminate the services of the chazon (cantor) in his shul because he didn’t think the 

person was a proper Shomer Shabbos and Shomer Mitzos (religiously observant 

Jew.) However many people in the kehillah were upset as they rather greatly 
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enjoyed the chazon’s beautiful voice, although others in the shul sided with the 

rabbi. 

 Realizing that this was a machlochis(a major dispute) that could tear the 

community apart he wrote to another Torah leader for his opinion on the matter. 

The shocking response he got was that it would be better to place a tzelem 

(Christian cross) in the heichel (sanctuary) than to be the cause of a devastating 

outbreak of dispute. 

 

Reprinted from the January 11, 2018 edition of the Flatbush Jewish Journal. 

 

Rabbi Berel Wein on 

Parashat Beshalach 5778 
 

 
 

 The Pharaoh of Egypt has finally relented and freed the Jewish people from 

their centuries of slavery and persecution and allowed them to leave his country. 

Even though he was forced to do so by continuing plagues and disasters that fell 

upon him and his people, nevertheless freeing the Jewish people was a noble thing 

that he accomplished.  

 Yet, as is the want of all tyrants and evil people, he does not view his 

behavior and action as being noble and praiseworthy. Instead he is convinced that 

he has made a grave error and in order to correct that mistake, he mobilizes his 

army in order to force the Jewish people back into Egyptian slavery. 



Brooklyn Torah Gazette for Parshas Beshallach 5778 Page 4 

 

 He has second thoughts about what he did and is determined to revert once 

again to tyranny and murder in order to “correct” his previous error. It is this 

process of regretting the good and repeating the evil that will prove to be his 

ultimate undoing. 

 In Judaism, second thoughts and regret are usually reserved for the process 

of repentance for misdeeds and earlier mistakes and sins. The first step in the 

process of repentance is experiencing full and sincere regret at having been guilty 

of wrong behavior and forbidden actions. Second thoughts are reserved for good 

and for improvement, not for backtracking and sorrow over what one has done in 

his or her life. 

 The reason that regret can transform previous wrongs into positive action 

and serve as a token of forgiveness for that action is that second thoughts, the true 

reflection of what we believe and feel, reveal our true intent and our inner desires. 

If we are able to regret evil that means that we are determined to pursue good and 

therefore the L-rd will accept, so to speak, our wishes and convert the previous fall 

into a positive step, in the direction of obedience and holiness. 

 The Pharaoh’s second thoughts reveal his true nature and what he felt and 

desired. He never intended to release the Jewish people from bondage and only did 

so under the pressure of the death of the firstborn in the Egyptian nation. However, 

once that initial shock was removed and his true nature began to exhibit itself, 

Pharaoh pursues the children of Israel and is determined to destroy them and bring 

them back into Egyptian slavery. 

 The Torah teaches us here that our second thoughts in life reveal to a great 

extent who we are and what path in life we wish to pursue. Many times we are 

forced to do good things because of social pressures and other unholy motives. 

When these disappear so does our desire to do good. And the same is true in the 

opposite vein. 

 Sometimes we are forced to do things that are really repugnant to us because 

of outside pressures that we cannot control. But we regret having done so because 

our inner self only desires good and a sincere attachment to G-d and His Torah. So, 

to a great extent, it is our second thoughts that reveal our true selves and reveal to 

all who we really are. 

 

Reprinted from the Parashat Beshlach 5778 website of RabbiWein.com 
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The Instructions of How Every Jew 

Should Wage War Against Amalek  
Adapted from the works of 

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, zt”l 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe. 

 
 

 The Jewish nation had to wage war on two separate occasions as it left 

Egypt and made its way to receive the Torah on Mount Sinai. The first war was 

against Pharaoh and his soldiers, and the second was the war against the 

Amalekites. This week's Torah portion, Beshalach, gives us an account of these 

two battles and illustrates the different reactions the Jews had to these two 

adversaries. 

 When the Jews were threatened by Pharaoh, they were commanded, "G-d 

will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace." But later, when attacked by 

Amalek, G-d enjoined them, "Go out and fight Amalek." Why was there a different 

attitude towards these two enemies? 

 The two nations posed different threats. Pharaoh presented a physical threat 

to Jewish existence, whereas Amalek posed a spiritual danger. The Jewish People 

were instructed to entrust their physical safety to G-d, but it was necessary that 

they themselves take action against Amalek's spiritual onslaught. 

 Pharaoh's pursuing army did not directly challenge the Jews' relationship 

with G-d and their beliefs. In this instance, G-d took their defense upon Himself, 

saying, "and you shall hold your peace"--just leave things to Me. G-d proved to the 
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Jews that military might and victory is not what distinguishes Jews from all other 

nations. 

 Amalek, however, symbolizes a totally different sort of war. Amalek only 

dared to attack the Jewish People after they had passed through the Red Sea and 

were on their way to receive the Torah. It was precisely at that juncture that 

Amalek tried to intercept them.  

 The Torah uses the words, Amalek "met you (korcha) on the way"--from the 

Hebrew word k'rirut, meaning coldness. Amalek came and cooled off the 

enthusiasm the Jewish people had for holiness, at a time when they were at the 

apex of spirituality. Against such a threat the Jews had to retaliate themselves, and 

immediately. 

 Whenever anything, anyone, or any power prevents Jews from learning 

Torah or performing mitzvot, we cannot wait for G-d to come to our aid. All steps 

must be taken, including the prospect of waging physical war, to ensure that Jews 

be able to continue learning and maintain their Jewish way of life without 

hindrance. 

 The struggle against Amalek is of such importance that we are reminded of 

what they did to us every day in our prayers. The lesson we draw from this week's 

Torah portion is that in the battle against Amalek there can be no compromise. We 

each have our own personal, internal "Amalek," the evil inclination, which stands 

ever ready to deter us from the right path by cooling off our ardor, enthusiasm, and 

the love of G-d that burns within the heart of every Jew. To combat him we must 

remember how to deal with this old enemy--to take an immediate stand, and to 

once and for all banish Amalek with any means at our disposal. Only after he is 

vanquished can we continue on our way to Mount Sinai. 

 

Reprinted from Issue 199 (Parshat Beshalach 5752/1992) of L’Chaim Weekly, a 

publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY. 
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Lesson #1148 

A Friend of Hashem 

 Rabbi Lugasi related a story about Rabbi 

Avraham Yehoshua Heschel, otherwise known as the Apter Rav. Before the rabbi 

passed away, he saw all of the tragedies that were going on in Klal Yisrael. People 

were dying and leaving behind large families. Innocent children were leaving the 

world, with no rhyme or reason.  So, he told his students that when he passes 

away, he is going to intercede on their behalf in Heaven, stop all of the tragedies 

and ensure that everybody is going to live happy, peaceful lives. 

 He passed away, but nothing changed. The tragedies were still occurring, 

and the people were wondering why their great rabbi was not helping them. After 

some time, the rabbi appeared to his son in a dream and told him the Pasuk:  -

Which means that the way things happen down here appear to us as אלוקים, like 

Hashem's strict justice. In reality, however, it is all חסדיך, Hashem's unbridled 

kindness, when viewed from His point of view. 

 Now that the rabbi was in the world of truth, and he saw how everything that 

Hashem was doing was so righteous and compassionate, he could not ask Hashem 

to stop it. 

 We do not see what is going on up there. We cannot fully appreciate 

Hashem's Chassadim (kindnesses), but we could still believe in them. We can trust 

that even when tragedy occurs, it is still a manifestation of Hashem's kindness. 

 The daughter of Rav Mordechai from Nadvorn was in a room crying over 

the death of her child right before the funeral. Her father came in and told her, "Do 

you see the hundreds of people outside who came to be with you in your hard 

time? I want you to know that there is someone who has more compassion for you 

than all of those people combined- someone who has more compassion for you 

than I ever could." 
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 "Who is it?!" She asked. 

 "The One who took your child," her father replied. "Hashem loves you more 

than anybody, and He only did this because He knew that it was the absolute best." 

 We cannot understand the ways of Hashem. We do not have enough 

information. As long as we know, however, how merciful and loving He is, and 

that He is in control of everything, we will be able to accept what He does with 

love. 

 Anytime a person accepts a difficult situation as the will of Hashem, he 

uplifts himself to a very high stature. In Parashat Bamidbar, the head of the tribe of 

Gad is listed as Elyasaf ben Deu'el. Later in the Parasha, when he is named again, 

the name changes to Elyasaf ben Reu'el. The Dalet of Deu'el was switched with a 

Resh. 

 The Sefer Alenu L'shabeach, quoting the Imreh Noam, explained why. Later 

in the Parasha, it was decided which tribes were going to be the leaders of each 

encampment [of three tribes] in the desert. There were four chosen, and one of 

them was Shevet Dan.  

 At that point, the Shevet of Gad could of have easily complained and said, 

"Dan is a Bechor from Bilha, and Gad is a Bechor of Zilpa. We are both equal! 

Why is it fair that Dan became a leader, and we didn't?" 

 Instead, the head of Shevet Gad accepted Dan's appointment as the will of 

Hashem. He said, "If that is what Hashem wants, then we are going to be happy 

with it." At that point, when the Torah lists the names of the encampments, the 

tribal leader of Gad's name was changed to "Reu'el," which means a friend of 

Hashem's. 

 Someone who is able to remain silent, and accept the will of Hashem, 

becomes a friend of Hashem. Every Jew has the ability to accept the will of 

Hashem. It does not only apply in tragic situations. Any time that we feel like we 

want to complain, we can stop, strengthen ourselves and say, "This is what 

 Hashem wants, so I am going to be happy with it." 

 If we can do that, then we will also be called a friend of Hashem. 

 

Reprinted from the January 22, 2018 email of Daily Emunah. 

Rabbi Eli J. Mansour On 

Parashat Beshalah 5778 
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 In Parashat Beshalach we read about the Man (food) that fell every day in 

the desert, and that was the food the Jewish people existed on throughout their 

sojourn in the desert. 

 There is a Gemara in Yoma, Daf 76, which says that the students of Rabbi 

Shimon Bar Yochai asked why G-d didn’t arrange it so that the Man should fall 

one day a year? Why did it have to be a daily event? He answered with an 

analogous story to what it is comparable to. 

 There was a king who had one son, and the king gave his son an allowance 

once a year. So, the son had a reason to visit his father once a year to pick up the 

check. The King later changed it and started to give him his allowance on a daily 

basis. And now the son needed to visit his father every single day. 

 Rabbi Shimon Ben Yochai finished his parable and said the same applies to 

the Jewish people.  A person in the desert at the time, who had 4 or 5 children, was 

worried that the Man would not come down the next day, and maybe Chas 

Veshalom famine, peril, or death would come upon them the next day. Therefore, 

every day he and his Jewish brethren needed to ask G-d and beseech G-d and pray 

in order that the Man would come down so they can feed their families. 

 What Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai was saying is that the advantage of the Man 

coming each day was in order to create a relationship between the Jewish people 

and G-d.  Because now we needed to come to G-d in prayer every day.  And that 

forged a relationship.  If G-d would give it to us once a year, we would only pray 

once and wait until the next year.  But G-d loves us. The Man once a day was a 

sign from G-d that he loves us, in order that we come to him every day and talk 

with him and ask for something so that we would be closer to him. 
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 With this, we explained the curse on the snake, the original snake in Gan 

Eden.  It was cursed when it caused Adam and Chava to make the sin.  The Pasuk 

writes that after G-d punished Adam and Chava with their curses, G-d tells the 

snake that it shall be relegated to eating the dirt of the ground for the rest of 

eternity.  The dirt is going to be its food. 

 The Ba’ale Musar ask, is that a curse?  Wherever the snake goes he has 

food.  Human beings must go and travel and look and search high and low in order 

to find Parnasa, and here the snake, G-d gave him the most accessible commodity 

as his livelihood, which is dirt.  And therefore, the question is asked if such is 

indeed a curse?   

 And based on what Rabbi Shimon Ben Yochai says in that Gemara, we 

understand that G-d was telling the snake that He doesn’t want to have a 

relationship with the snake.  G-d doesn’t want talk to the snake again.  Here is the 

food forever, and now leave Me alone.  The snake was being denied the ability to 

have a connection and a communication with G-d.   

 However, Adam Harishon was cursed with the need to go out and work, but 

it was a blessing in disguise where G-d made it difficult in order that we now must 

come and pray every morning, afternoon, and night, in order to ask G-d for 

Parnasa.  

 So, it’s a form of love that G-d causes us to work for a living, as he did in 

the desert bringing the Man on a daily basis. 

 

Rav Avigdor Miller on 

Asking Hashem and 

Not Getting Answered 
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 QUESTION: Should I continue praying for something that I desire to get, 

even though I've been praying for so long already and I haven't seen any results?  

 ANSWER: Yes. "Hope to Hashem, strengthen your heart, and keep on 

hoping to Hashem" (Tehillim 27:14). Never give up hope. Keep talking to 

Hashem.  

 Now, there are two benefits. First of all, by continuously repeating your 

request, maybe Hakodosh Boruch Hu will consider you worthy just because of that 

- just because of your turning to Him all the time. Maybe He'll consider you 

worthy, and grant your request. 

 And even if, chalilah (G-d forbid), Hakodosh Boruch Hu sees fit to ignore 

your requests, you have gained immensely! Because prayer changes a person. 

When you call out to Hashem from the bottom of your heart, you're actually 

talking to somebody, and you become more aware that He is standing in front of 

you and listening. And that's one of the greatest benefits that you could ever gain - 

more awareness of Hashem. 

 That's why davening to Hashem is so important. When a person stands up to 

say Shemonah Esrei, he's standing before the King. We don't see Him, but He sees 

us. He hears every word. You are listening to Your people. And You are listening 

with compassion.  

 When people daven, and they daven again and again, they should know that 

they're learning a great lesson - the great lesson of believing in Hashem. And 

there's nothing greater in life than coming to a true belief in Hashem. And 

therefore, if Hashem will listen to you and grant you your request, very good. And 

if He won't, it's also good, because you have gained immensely. TAPE # 489 

(December 1983) 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=7%2fCSzrA1&id=2A9A4D01B0702FB5CE6B401E0A06FC9AE5C39FA3&thid=OIP.7_CSzrA1FAGG3XITjO5fiQHaIr&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.millerlegacylibrary.org%2fuploads%2f9%2f7%2f3%2f2%2f9732052%2f1736519_orig.jpg%3f250&exph=800&expw=683&q=photos+of+rabbi+avigdor+miller&simid=608026440355481507&selectedIndex=0
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Reprinted from the January 22, 2018 email of Toras Avigdor 

(info@torasavigdor.org) 

 

Thoughts that Count 

For Parshat Beshelach 
 

G-d will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace (Ex. 14:14) 

 G-d will only fight your battle on the condition that you "hold your peace"--

remain quiet and avoid controversy and disagreement amongst yourselves. (Shaar 

Bat-Rabim) 

 

This is my G-d and I will glorify Him (Ex. 15:2) 

 The Commentator Rashi explains this to mean, "I will declare His beauty 

and His praise." This verse teaches us that we must always strive to perform 

mitzvot in the most beautiful and sincere manner possible. A mitzva's beauty lies 

in the purity of our intent. We should be motivated to carry out G-d's will for its 

own sake and not for personal reasons or self-glorification. (Ohr HaTorah) 

 

And G-d showed him a tree (Ex. 15:25) 

 The Midrash explains that G-d uses bitter to sweeten bitter. The wood of the 

tree that sweetened the bitter waters was also bitter, but the end result was sweet 

and the water was made drinkable. So it is with human nature. When a person in a 

depressed and bitter mood sees someone even worse off than him, he realizes that 

his life is really not as bad as he thought. (Ktav Sofer) 

 

Reprinted from Issue 199 (Parshat Beshalach 5752/1992) of L’Chaim Weekly, a 

publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY. 

 

mailto:info@torasavigdor.org
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A Three-Generational Collection 

Of German Jewish Rabbinical  

Insights on Chanukah & Purim 
By Daniel Keren 

 

(“Moadim Perspectives: Chanukah – Purim” by Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch, Rav. 

Dr. Salomon Breuer and Rav Dr. Joseph Breuer, Feldheim Publishers, 241 pages, 

2018) 

 

 
 

 Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, zt”l, prominent 19th Century German rabbi 

is recognized by many today as founder of the “Torah im Derech Eretz” movement 

that is credited with saving Orthodox Jewry from the tidal waves of Reform 

Judaism. His books and thoughts on Jewish hashkofah (philosophy) have been 

translated into English. I would be interested to know if they have similarly been 

translated into Hebrew. 

 His most famous work was the “Nineteen Letters” on Judaism which was 

published in 1836. In 1851 Rabbi Hirsch accepted an invitation by an Orthodox 

shul in Frankfurt-am-Main to become its spiritual leader. It was a daunting 

challenge as very few thought that Orthodox Jewry could survive in Germany due 
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to the powerful onslaught of the Reform Judaism movement. In addition to 

strengthening the kehilla which at the time of his petirah (death) had grown to 500 

families; he also established a religious educational network and the monthly 

magazine Jeschurun in which Rabbi Hirsch wrote hundreds of essays on various 

aspects of Judaism. These essays were later translated into English and published 

as the “Collected Writings of Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch.” 

 It is from those nine volumes of collected writings, that the essays of Rav 

Hirsch pertaining to Chanukah and Purim were selected for this new volume. It is 

the third in a series of Moadim Perspective books published by Feldheim 

Publications in conjunction with the Rabbi Joseph Breuer Foundation and should 

be of value to many English speakers, especially as it has been rendered into more 

contemporary English than the initial English translation of a half century ago. 

 Chanukah and Purim are the two rabbinical Jewish holidays whose origins 

are not to be found in the Torah. Purim does have its origin in one of the last books 

of Tanach (the Jewish Bible) – Megillat (Scroll of) Esther. 

 Most of the selected essays in this new Chanukah – Purim edition of 

“Moadim Perspectives” are from Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch. Rav. Dr. Salomon 

Breuer and Rav. Dr. Joseph Breuer are the son-in-law and grandson of Rabbi 

Hirsch, hence the reference in the title of this review to a three-generational 

collection of insights of the two popular rabbinical mandated Jewish holidays. 

 Rabbi Hirsch’s outstanding contribution towards preserving Orthodox 

Judaism from the tide of reform [and later conservative] Judaism might not have 

survived if not for the loyal efforts of his son-in-law [who preserved Rabbi 

Hirsch’s movement in Frankfort] and the dedicated efforts of his grandson [who 

helped after the rise of Hitler and the Nazis (yemach shemam) to transfer the 

Frankfurt Kehillah to the Washington Heights section of Manhattan.] 

 The literary efforts of these three-generational German-born rabbis in 

defending and promoting Judaism was not just important to their times. But by 

reading the essays in this new volume of “Moadim Perspectives,” one can clearly 

perceive of the essay’s universal and timeless messages in to today’s Jewish reader 

who whether or not he or she is aware, is being challenged every day by those in 

the academic establishments of the Western World to justify their continued 

loyalty to Hashem and our belief in the relevance of Horeb (Har Sinai) in the early 

21st Century of the Common Era. 

 In an era where unfortunately more Jews have willing killed their Jewish 

neshamas (souls) through assimilation as compared to the horrors of the Holocaust, 

and Communist persecution, the lessons of Purim that we will soon be celebrating 

are most relevant. Perhaps at no other time since the exile of the Jewish People 
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from the Promised Land, have Jews enjoyed so many privileges, legal protections 

and affluence in the lands of their exile. 

 In his essay titled “Adar IV”, Rav Hirsch writes: 

 “Thus, the prosperity of the land is not unconditional: ‘When you eat and are 

satisfied you shall bless the L-rd your G-d” (Devorim 8:10). Abundance must not 

become your idol and your life’s purpose, but should only be and remain your 

means for serving your G-d in peace.” 

 “You are to seek and find your happiness in the devotion of your whole self 

to His service, so that wealth should not overwhelm you, that you should not 

succumb…and that your heart should not ‘become proud’ (Devorim 8:14) and you 

would ‘say in your heart: My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this 

wealth’ (v. 17).” 

 On the obligation of a Jew to be responsible for the spiritual welfare of his or 

her fellow Jew, Rav Dr. Salomon Breurer writes in his essay “Parshas Shekalim” 

about the symbolism of the half shekel that in exile we customarily contribute in 

shul either on the Fast of Esther or on Purim itself as a remembrance of what our 

forefathers did in ancient times when the Beis Hamikdash (Holy Temple) stood in 

Yerushalayim. 

 “…we have the great teaching of machatzis hashekel, which ties together all 

individual members of Israel in a bond of mutual effort and responsibility. It makes 

each individual aware of the complementary effort of his fellow Jew, and see the 

Mikdash as secured only through the united action of all faithful Jews.  

 “He who views himself as a part of the whole, who does not rest self-

satisfiedly with his own half shekel until he has won over others to do their part, 

too may consider himself one of G-d’s ‘counted.’ That is what it means to give 

machatzis hashekel.” 

 “Moadim Perspectives: Chanukah – Purim” by Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch, 

Rav Dr. Salomon Breuer and Rav Dr. Joseph Breuer can be found in Jewish 

bookstores or by contacting the publisher by clicking www.feldheim.com or by 

calling (845) 356-2282. 

 

Reprinted from the January 25, 2018 edition of The Jewish Connection. 
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