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Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 לא תעשו עול במשפט )יט:לה(
You shall not do wrong in justice (19:35) 

The Meshech Chachmah explains: Sometimes a person knows 
that someone has stolen from him, and when the opportunity 
presents itself he allows himself to steal back from that individual. 
This is an inappropriate approach, and this is what the Posuk is 
warning about: “You shall not do wrong in justice”, even when the 
wrong is done justifiably, as you know for certain that you are in the 
right, still, it is prohibited for you to do this! (Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

The Ramban defines the obligation to be holy as 

withholding from one’s self even things that are 

permissible (19:2). If we are supposed to withhold 

something from ourselves should it not have been 

prohibited in the first place? The Chasam Sofer answers 

that many people live their lives by rote, following the 

Halachos which they were taught without putting much 

thought into what they are doing. Therefore, it is 

necessary to have an obligation to withhold some 

pleasures of the world, so that each person can act on 

their own and actually think about what they are doing 

when setting extra boundaries in their lives. By thinking 

about these obligations, we can also jumpstart ourselves 

to thinking about and focusing on the other Mitzvos that 

we perform. 
 

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 

 

Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 
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  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:40   Gra: 9:16 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:28 

Chatzos: 12:53       Sh'kiah: 8:06 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 8:53 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 9:19  

                                                 (some say 9:45) 
 
 

 
                Next Week: Emor 
              Candle Lighting: 7:53 

The Rama (Orach Chaim 242:1) states that there is 

a Minhag to make Challah for Shabbos. When making 

Challah, one should be careful to use enough flour in 

preparing the dough in order to be able to separate the 

Challah portion from it. This is included as part of 

Kavod Shabbos. The Chofetz Chaim writes (Biur 

Halachah 242:1) that the best way to have Challah for 

Shabbos is to make it at home. If that is not possible, 

then it is second best to buy ready-made Challah from 

the bakery. The Mechaber writes (Yoreh Dei’ah 

331:33) that a child may not separate Challah, even if 

they helped make the dough. Only a child who had 

reached Bar or Bas Mitzvah can do this. The Taz 

comments (Yoreh Dei’ah 178:7) that there is a custom 

that when the Challos are done baking and are ready to 

come out of the oven, they should be put directly on 

the Shabbos table to cool off. This shows that the 

Challah was baked especially for Shabbos. 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 

 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

In a city which is made up entirely of Kohanim or 

Levi’im, they should ask a Talmid Chacham as to 

what they should do for Aliyos, as they can’t call up 

any Yisraelim. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:9) 

 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of  Shabbos 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Middos      
When describing the Mizbei’ach, the Torah says that a permanent fire should remain 

on the Mizbei’ach, and it should not be extinguished (Vayikra 6:6). The Rashash explains 

that Moshe’s Mizbei’ach was in use for 116 years. The Medrash (Vayikra Rabbah) tells 

us that despite the flames burning continuously for 116 years, its thin copper covering 

and wooden structure never melted or charred. The Vilna Gaon offers an intriguing and 

enlightening explanation to this. He writes, “The Torah is oil, and the 613 Mitzvos are the 

flame. Without the oil, the flame is extinguished.” Therefore, the Torah states,              

“A permanent fire”, which means to say, a Torah which is permanent and continuous, 

“Should not be extinguished – it will burn forever.” By making the Torah and Mitzvos an 

integral part of our lives, our Neshamah will spiritually glow and burn. Observing and 

fulfilling the Torah and 613 Mitzvos go hand in hand. By investing our time, energy, and 

resources, we will attain the level of ‘Aish Tamid’, a permanent fire, always striving to 

grow and reach spiritual perfection. We need both Torah and Mitzvos to reach this level. 

The Beis Yisrael of Ger was such an individual. He cared deeply for the well-being of all 

his followers, and was a great Gadol BaTorah, a Torah Giant. One time, a non-observant 

Jew had gotten into some legal trouble. His case was going to court and things were not 

looking like they would turn out good for him. He met a Chassid of the Beis Yisrael and 

when he told the Chassid of his predicament, the Chassid suggested that he request a 

Brachah from his Rebbe. The man liked the idea and asked the Chassid to go see his 

Rebbe and request a Brachah for him, and he also sent a very large donation for the Beis 

Yisrael. The Chassid, upon his arrival, handed the money to the Rebbe and told him of 

the man who sent it. The Rebbe gave his Brachah and put the money aside. Meanwhile, 

the court case continued, and the man started to realize that there was no way for him to 

get out of the trouble he was in. However, at the very last moment, the presiding judge 

discovered a flaw in the case, and threw it out on a technicality! The man and his defense 

team were baffled. Afterward, he decided to go meet the Beis Yisrael. He entered the 

Rebbe’s study and told him who he was and about the donation he had sent earlier. The 

Rebbe reached into his drawer, took out the man’s envelope, and handed it back to him. 

The Rebbe said, “The Torah says, ‘Give me the souls and keep the possessions.’ Meaning 

to say, here’s your money, and see the hand of Hashem in your success, and return to an 

observant lifestyle.” The man, impressed by the Rebbe’s sincerity, was very moved by 

these words and returned to being Frum. His sons soon followed after him, and they all 

became devout followers of the Beis Yisrael! The Rebbe helped this family attain a much 

higher level in serving Hashem, because he was on the level of Aish Tamid. He possessed 

a burning drive to continually grow spiritually and help others do so as well.  
 

In earlier times, there were large fairs which 

were attended by tens of thousands of people. 

Many merchants gathered to sell their wares, and 

people came in droves seeking good deals, either 

for themselves or for items to sell back at home for 

a profit. However, they all had one thing in 

common, explains the Chofetz Chaim in Sefer 

Shem Olam (11). The fair was a huge financial 

advantage for the city it was in, and all the 

surrounding villages as well. People rented out 

their rooms and prepared feasts to feed the hungry 

travelers. Every delicacy could be found, as each 

host tried to out-do their neighbor and earn some 

much needed money during this rare opportunity. 

Yet, the Chofetz Chaim says, among everyone 

attending, not a single person lost sight of his 

purpose and the goals he wished to achieve at the 

fair, which were to do business and earn money. 

While it is true that the food was enticing, and the 

attractions were luring, and there were countless 

diversions, no one wandered among the restaurants 

and gift shops and forgetting their purpose for 

being at the fair. The Chofetz Chaim writes that 

there must have been very business savvy people 

at the fair, but there must also have been those 

who were not as smart. However, they all pursued 

the same goal to accomplish as much as they can 

at the fair. The Chofetz Chaim says that we, 

however, in today’s world, have lost all our 

bearings as to the point of our existence. We have 

come to this world for a relatively short time to the 

great fair called ‘life’, to earn unimaginable profits 

and rewards to take back home for eternity. Unlike 

the fairs of early times, with its limited profit 

opportunities where the best merchandise is not 

available to everyone, our fair is loaded with 

opportunity, and great deals are available to 

everyone, no matter where you turn. And yet, we 

pass them by and head straight for the food stands, 

or waste our time on other issues. We spend our 

limited lifetime here looking for ways to entertain 

ourselves, and we forget that very quickly we will 

be going home. Everyone at home will be waiting 

for us and will greet us looking to see what we 

brought back with us, and we will just stand there 

in shame wondering how we wasted all our time at 

the fair, and have come home with almost nothing! 

The Chofetz Chaim implored us to use our time 

here on this world properly, so we can make the 

most of our preciously short lives and earn 

unlimited S’char in Olam Haba! 

 

 

 Sponsored by The Diamond Family:  
“May HASHEM Bless, Protect, and Inspire אריאלה בן משה זכריה  ,  
as he goes to spend the Summer Studying and Traveling in Eretz Yisroel” 

 
 

These Divrei Torah are available weekly by email and sponsorship opportunities are available.  

For information, please send an email to: RabbiYehudaWinzelberg@gmail.com 

 

 L’Maaseh        בס"ד
                 A Tale to Remember 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 
Rav Shimon Schwab, zt”l, explains that when we say Barchu, either by 

Davening or an Aliyah, it is a form of an invitation. The Chazzan says Barchu, 

and is proclaiming for everyone to Bentch Hashem, and is inviting the entire 

congregation to respond Baruch Hashem HaMevorach L’Olam Va’ed. The 

Gemara explains that this is based on the Pasuk (Devarim 32:3), “Ki Shem 

Hashem Ekra Havu Godel Lei’lokeynu”, which means, “To the Name of Hashem 

I will call, exclaim greatness towards our G-d”. The Kaf HaChaim writes that 

when the Chazzan says Barchu, the congregation should answer with alacrity, as 

this is considered to be a tremendous Mitzvah. The reason there are five words in 

the response to Barchu, is that there are five components to a Neshamah, and 

each word corresponds to a different part of the Neshamah. 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 

Rav Shimshon Pincus said, “When we Daven, we are talking to 

Hashem. When we learn Torah, Hashem is talking to us. Let’s 

keep the conversation going!” 
 


