
learning, he has to review it 101 times.  
He then explains even more: “It is close to hear,” he 

says, that the angel that is in charge of helping one 
remember is called , with 227 powers at his disposal, 
while the one who causes forgetting is called , with 
328 capacities to cause a person to forget. When a 
person reviews something 101 times, he weakens those 
101 extra powers of the angel of forgetting, preventing 
him from having any reign upon him. Thus, he auto-
matically falls into the hands of the angel of memory, 
ensuring that all of his Torah remains within him. 

He then adds one more beautiful allusion in the 
pasuk itself: . The roshei teivos of 
these four words ( ) total the numerical value of 
101. The of the word  stands for the person’s limud 
HaTorah. So the pasuk is hinting to us: How does one make 
sure, and truly guard himself very much from forgetting? The 
answer is: 101 times. Those 101 times of reviewing the 
Torah are so powerful that they will guard the person’s 
Torah within him forever. 

So great is the power of such review, that the same 
Gemara teaches us that at the end of the day the difference 
between one who learns something 101 times and one who learns 
something only 100 times is enormous! In the words of Chazal it 
is considered like the difference between one who serves Hashem 
and one who does not.  

(We must add that the Kli Yakar also says that the 
numerical value of that amazing line in Maseches 
Chagigah is itself astounding: The Gemara says  

- between one who serves Hashem 
and one who does not. The roshei teivos of the words 

 equal 101, while those of the words 
 equal 100!)

The bottom line from all of the above is as follows: 
Why is this pasuk the main source for not allowing 
oneself to forget his Torah, chas v’shalom? 

Some explain: Because this pasuk is simply speak-
ing about the great Ma’amad Har Sinai. If a person would 
truly appreciate what we were given at that greatest moment of 
history, he would do everything possible not to forget anything 
that he merited to learn, forever. 

Besiyata diShmaya. 

 
 
 

 
•

 

  Do Not Forget 

                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

This Motzaei Shabbos, the 14th day of Av, marks eleven 
years since the petirah of Habachur Hachashuv Avinoam, alav 
hashalom, ben Shmuel Aharon neiro yai’r. This Dvar Torah, as 
every week, is dedicated in his loving memory. It will Be’ezras 
Hashem be a source of great aliyah for his pure neshama, 
allowing it to ascend ever higher in the World of Truth. At the 
same time, considering that this Shabbos is ‘Shabbos Nachamu,’ 
this Dvar Torah is written with a fervent prayer to Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu: As the name of the newborn addition to the 
Grossman Mishpacha – Nechemiah – represents (‘Nacheim-
Kah’), may the only One who is able to, indeed 
say and .    

And as we approach this very auspicious day, we do not, 
chas v’shalom, forget… .

At the most recent Siyum Hashas (in Met Life 
Stadium), the Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv, Rav Yisrael 
Meir Lau shlita shared an amazing Kli Yakar on this 
week’s Parasha. The Torah teaches us these most 
powerful words: 

 — Only beware for yourself and 
greatly beware for your soul, lest you forget the things that your 
eyes have beheld… (Devarim 4:9)  

The Kli Yakar explains that from this pasuk we 
learn that a person must do everything in his ability 
not to forget the Torah that he learns. The pasuk is not 
only exhorting Klal Yisrael not to forget the Ma’amad 
Har Sinai itself; it is exhorting us to do our utmost to 
remember the Torah that we received at that great 
time.  

The Kli Yakar then goes on to bring out this great 
dictum through Chazal’s teaching of how one goes 
about ensuring that the Torah is remembered. In 
Maseches Chagigah (Daf 9b), the Gemara says that the 
optimum fashion of learning Torah and truly embed-
ding it into the recesses of one’s mind and heart is to 
try to review one’s learning 101 times! 

The Kli Yakar then illustrates this great principle 
with a gematria allusion: The numerical value of the 
word , to remember, is 227, while , to forget, is 328. 
What is the difference between ‘to forget’ and ‘to 
remember’? Exactly 101! The idea is that in order to 
make sure that one does not forget but retains his 


