
Learning in Memory of Rebbetzin Nebenzahl a"h

Instead of Mishnayot, HaRav Nebenzahl Shlit"a asks that alumni commit to learn Hilchot Shabbat and

Loshon  Harah  l'ilui  Nishmat  Rebbeitzen  Shifra  Nebenzahl  a"h.  He  called  it  "Shmirat  Shabbat

V'Halashon".

Click here to sign up to this commitment. We will be designing a daily learning program shortly.

American Friends of Netiv Aryeh supports our programs. To contribute or pledge to American Friends of

Netiv Aryeh, please visit http://www.afna.us/donate

We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude to  Richard  and Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

                                               PARSHAT VAYIKRA 5776

This week's parsha, the opening parsha of the book of Vayikra, focuses on the idea of korbanos -

offerings: "When a man among you brings an offering to Hashem". It would appear from here that

bringing offerings is a positive act. On the other hand in the special haftarah for Parshas Zachor
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which we read this week, Shaul is chastised by the prophet Shmuel: "does Hashem delight in

elevation-offerings and feast-offerings as in obedience to the voice of Hashem?" (Shmuel I 15:22).

The implication here is that offerings korbanos is less than positive.

The explanation is that Hashem desires our korbanos, on the one hand, but it is not as important to

Him as our following the dictates of the Torah. Shaul defied Hashem's command to destroy the

Amalekite animals, so even if his intent was in order to offer the animals to Hashem, Hashem was

not interested in such offerings. If Hashem commanded him to destroy the Amalekite animals then

this is what he must do.

The Mishnah in Pirke Avos states that the world stands on the three things: Torah, Avodah, and

Gemillus Chassadim. Torah refers to learning Torah, Avodah refers to bringing the offerings,

Gemillus Chassadim is performing good deeds with our fellow Jew. There are 613 mitzvoth in the

Torah, why does the Torah focus on these three areas?

I believe that these are three ways in which a person is able to come close to Hashem. Torah is a

way we can come close to Him through our thoughts. His wisdom is way above anything we could

possibly grasp, as the pasuk states: "as high as the heavens over the earth, so are My ways higher

than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts" (Yeshayahu 55:9).  This means that we

cannot hope to understand the wisdom of Hashem, however Hashem wished for us to have a

glimpse of His wisdom so He gave us the Torah. The Torah itself is so deep that nobody can hope to

understand it to the fullest extent. Each person however understands it in their own way. No man

who ever lived understood it on the level of Moshe Rabenu and after 3,000 years in Gan Eden Moshe

has certainly attained an even greater and deeper understand but is still unable to fully grasp it. A

boy in the first grade understands the Torah on his level.

Only Hashem can understand the Torah fully, "only G-d understands its way" (Iyov 28:23). In

Parshat Haazinu, Moshe refers to the Jewish people as "am naval" (Devarim 32:6), literally a vile

nation. What did they do to deserve such a description? The Targum Onkelos offers a completely

different perspective - "am naval" is "the nation that received the Torah. The Vilna Gaon asks how it

could be that they are referred to as "am naval" simply for having received the Torah. He explains

that "naval" in this case does not mean vile, but rather from the word "novlos chochma shel

Maalah", that which falls from above. One cannot hope to take down the fruits high upon a very tall

tree, however one can get a taste of the fruits of the tree in the fruits which fall from the tree.   In

this manner, the Torah contains the "fruits" of heaven, it is the heavenly wisdom which has "fallen"

to the earth and is there for Bnei Yisrael to pick and use. Thus we are "am naval" for having received

these "novlos" of wisdom.  Thus the Torah is how we can come close to Hashem intellectually.

Avodah is the way we come close to Hashem emotionally. When a person brings an offering upon

the altar he must feel that he wishes he could offer himself to Hashem instead. Hashem, however, is

not interested in human sacrifice as He told Avraham that He did not wish Yitzchak to be offered.

The animal offerings were in place of bringing ourselves. Those who are unable to afford to bring an

animal can offer fowl and those who cannot even afford that can bring a Mincha flour offering.

Regardless, the offering is being brought in our stead.

Today, when we can no longer bring offerings, we have an opportunity to come close to Hashem

through tefillah. Our tefillah must be with complete deveikus - cleaving to Hashem. We have an

opportunity to speak to the King and ask Him for whatever we need. At the same time we have the

opportunity to praise Him and thank Him for all that He does. It should be our desire to praise Him

as much as we possibly can. Tefillah therefore is the avodah of today and affords us the opportunity

to come close to Hashem emotionally.

For us to be able to come close to Hashem in our actions, we were given the commandment of

gemillus chassadim - doing good for others. Why did Hashem create the world? Although as we

mentioned above, we cannot possibly hope to understand His wisdom, but it appears that He created

the world in order to do chesed. There was no one in the world who needed anything, so Hashem

created the world in order to provide for others. He created angels, animals, and man in order to

give each one what His need. A person should want to give and in that way He is emulating the ways

of the Creator.
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Although the moment a person enters this world he must take - air, food, and other things -

however we must realize that the act of taking distances us from Hashem while giving brings us

closer to Him. Hashem, after all has no need to take, He only gives.

Harav Sholom Schwadron used to give the following example to illustrate the difference between

giving and taking - there could be two store owners performing the same actions and one is a giver

who comes closer to Hashem and one is a taker who distances himself from Hashem. The former has

a yearning desire to give to others, he loves providing his fellow Jewish with food for Shabbos such

as fish, meat, challos, and wine. If he were to simply give he would eventually run out and not have

the means to replenish the inventory. He has no choice but to accept payment. His taking is in order

to be able to give. The other storeowner is simply interested in money but he knows that if he were

to hang up a sign "money can be deposited here" he would not receive anything, he has no choice

but to provide the same fish, meat, challos, and wine that the other person provides. His giving is in

order to take. Two people performing the same act but what a vast difference - one is coming closer

to Hashem and one's actions distance him from Hashem.

Next week we will celebrate Purim. Many ask why Purim is observed on the 14th and 15th of Adar

and not on the 13th which is the day that we defeated the enemy. Shouldn't the day of the miracle

of victory be noted? There are several explanations offered, I would like to suggest the following: we

are trying to show that our true joy stems from having accepted the Torah upon ourselves a second

time. Thus it is not only that we managed to survive against an enemy, but the fact that we have

accepted the Torah. The Gemara explains that when the Jewish nation received the Torah at Har

Sinai it was not willingly, rather Hashem forced them to receive the Torah by placing Har Sinai on

top of them like a vat. They had no other option. On Purim it was received willingly, had we

observed the day of victory perhaps we would have said that they received the Torah out of fear,

however after the war when they rested from the threat of the enemy then the acceptance was

willfull. A popular Purim song whose words are taken from the Gemara is "hadur kibluha bimei

Achashverosh", they accepted it again during the days of Achashverosh. Thus the highlight of Purim

is the fact that we received the Torah out of our own free will. 
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