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There is an unbelievable vort from the Alter of Slabodka Zatza”l on  the  words  of  the Haftora of
Parshas Zachor which we lain this Shabbos. This vort was related by Rav Elya Boruch Finkel

Zatza”l and he heard it from Rav Hershel Milner Zatza”l who  was  a talmid of Rav Boruch Ber
Leibowitz Zatza”l and afterwards he learned in the Mir in Shanghai. The Pessukim tell us that Shmuel
Hanavi commanded Shaul Hamelech clearly to wipe out the entire Amalek. This included the people
and the animals. Shaul Hamelech, however, did not kill out the animals. He also left over Agag.
Shmuel came to Shaul after he did not listen to the word of Hashem. Shaul right away said z` izeniwd
myd xac - I did what I was commanded. Shmuel asked him, “And what are the sounds of the sheep I
am hearing?” Shaul answered that they were left over in order to bring Korbanos. Shmuel then said
that Hashem came to him at night and said that Shaul was appointed as king and he had a mission.
“Why did you not listen to the Voice of Hashem?” Shaul answered that he did listen. He said that he
planned to bring the sheep for Korbanos. Then Shmuel said to Shaul, “myd xac z` zq`n - you have
despised and made qe`in the Word of Hashem.” What is the meaning behind this?

The Alter of Slabodka explains that even if possibly Shaul could bring the animals as Korbanos and
that would be enough to be considered destroying them, there was still something very wrong.

Trying to find a better solution to the original command is myd xac z` zq`n. Hashem said to destroy
all of Amalek which included the animals. There is nothing greater than doing just that. Anything
else, even if it were perhaps okay, is not appreciating the Word of Hashem. There is nothing greater
than listening to Hashem. Period. Hashem said to kill the animals. Period. Anything else is z` zq`n
myd xac. The Possuk says myd lewa renyk migafe zelera myl utgd - Does Hashem want Korbanos as much as
He wants listening to the Voice of Hashem. mili` algn aiywdl aeh gafn reny dpd. Behold listening is better
than a good Korban, to listen well is better than the fats of rams, the best Korbanos. If the Word of
Hashem was sweet to you, there would have been no need to find alternate solutions. Following the
Word of Hashem is the greatest and sweetest Korban it is possible to offer to Hashem.

Have a gutten and zeesen Shabbos,
and a super freilechen Purim with Gevaldik’e Hashpaos Tovos and Kol Tuv,

lrwpitx`b iax
**********

We wish a hearty Mazel-Tov to the following dgny ilra:
*Rabbi and Mrs. Shimon Landsberg on the Bar-Mitzva of their son, Menachem Moshe.
*Rabbi and Mrs. Chanoch Mordechai Fishman on the Bar-Mitzva of their son, Moshe Yehuda.
*Rabbi and Mrs. Yosef Shaul Hirshberg on the birth of their daughter.
*Rabbi and Mrs. Avrohom Halevi Pollack on the birth of their daughter.
*Rabbi and Mrs. Boruch Hagever and their Mechutanim, Rabbi and Mrs. Asher Yivtach on the birth of their new
Eineklach, Orah, Simcha, Sasson and Yekar. They should all be zoche to grow up and become big Talmidei
Chachomim and great Baalei Emunah and Bitachon like their esteemed grandparents.
*aiag oexg` oexg`e, our dear friends, Rabbi and Mrs. Shloime Shulem Hakohen Kohn of Chicago on the Bar-Mitzva of
their son, Asher Zelig Hakohen, with a special Mazel-Tov to the entire families, especially our dear talmid, Nochum.
Mazel-Tov and much Nachas to all the families and the entire Klal Yisroel.
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Parshas Tetzaveh - Zachor - Pre Purim Supplement
It is hard to believe that Purim is already here. It was just Chanuka and we are already learning about

Purim. It is just coming and we need to get ready. One of the benefits and perks of teaching is that when you
teach a subject and the students absorb it, it also bounces back to the teacher. When we learn about Purim and
the boys become excited about Purim it reflects back to the teacher. And when there is a large amount of
positive energy, it is very encouraging. We were not even planning to give a speech, but we just started talking
with the talmidim about Purim and the speech evolved by itself.

We were discussing all the fun parts of Purim for a fourth grader, such as the nosh and the shtick. And
then we started talking about the unfortunate wild and dangerous side of Purim, Rachmana Litzlan. Then I
asked the boys a question: If they would have permission to run around the entire large building for ten
minutes and they could scream, yell and do whatever they want, would they be interested? They were getting
very excited and almost jumping to the ceiling from the question alone. We were talking about how geshmak it
would be while they were loose for those ten minutes. Then I asked them how they think they would feel after
the ten minutes were over? Would they feel good or rotten? They all said that they would not feel good. They
would feel like animals, Rachmana Litzlan. It would not leave a good feeling.

Then we talked about the good feeling which comes after learning Torah and doing Mitzvos. If a person
does good things, he will feel good. Good feelings and happy feelings come from doing good things. As we
prepare for Purim, we should make up in our minds that we want to do good things. We want to do Mitzvos
and serve Hashem. We want to make others happy; that is our goal. Of course we should have fun, fun that
will make us feel good and that will last. We should have fun that will also bring Nachas to Hashem. Yes,
Hashem wants us to have fun and be happy. There is a very fine line between kosher fun and non-kosher and
there are no Kashrus labels or stickers on the kosher fun. We need to use our “seichel-tov” to guide us and help
us figure out the right path to travel on. The boys were so receptive to this discussion that it gave me a great
boost of chizuk and I wanted to share it with our esteemed readers.

There is a very famous question in Shulchan Aruch whether there is a Mitzva to make a Seuda on Purim
Kattan - Purim in the first Adar when there are two Adars. The Rem”a first brings an opinion that there is an
obligation of Mishteh V’simcha on Purim Kattan just like on the regular Purim. Then the Rem”a says that we are
not bdep like this, but it is still good to add a little - dcerqa zvw daxi - and the Rem”a concludes with the words aehe
cinz dzyn al. This Possuk indicates that a person with a aeh al should celebrate always. The simple meaning is
that he is always happy and thankful and ready to celebrate and enjoy.

We were thinking that perhaps B’ezras Hashem we can add that the al aeh over here refers to the good
heart of a person which pumps his blood 24/7. When does a person ever get a chance to thank Hashem for
this? The Possuk says dw lldz dnypd lk - a person should thank Hashem and praise Hashem for every breath he
takes. When does a person get a chance to do this? Perhaps the answer is that Purim is the time to thank
Hashem for this. This is perhaps why Purim is even greater than Yom Kippur. We are recognizing that every
second of our life belongs to Hashem. Even if on Yom Kippur we are saying the same thing, but that is when
we are like Malachim. But to say this with eating and drinking is a much higher level.

We were zoche to hear a beautiful speech from Rav Elya Brudny Shlit”a this week and at the end he said
what he thinks is the main point of Purim. And we would like to share it. Boruch Hashem that we were oeekn a
little bit as we wrote earlier. Rav Brudny said clearly that we should focus on one thing and he based it on the
famous Ramba”m at the end of Hilchos Megilla. The Ramba”m says ezcerqa zeaxdln mipeia` zepzna zeaxdl mc`l ahen
dpikyl dnec el`d milln`d al gnyndy ,mixbe zepnl`e minezie miipr al gnyl `l` dx`etne dlecb dgny my oi`y ,eirxl zepn gelyae

 xn`pyf"p ediryimi`kcp al zeigdle milty gex zeigdl . The Ramba”m says that it is better to give a lot of Matanos
La’evyonim than a lot of Mishloach Manos. And the reason is because there is no greater Glorious Simcha than
gladdenning the hearts of the downtrodden. And one who does this is like Hashem Who gives life to the
downtrodden. Rav Brudny said that the main Avodah of our Purim should be to make people happy. And
surely we should make sure that no one is upset at us, Chas V’shalom. The greatest Simcha is to give Simcha.
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