
We hope that these Divrei Torah will בע״ה 
enhance your Yomtov.  

 

To subscribe directly to the weekly Torah 
sheet, please send an email to 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 
 
 

Please look out for details of the 
forthcoming book/e-book to be printed by 

Kodesh Press 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Medrash Rabbo, through a beautiful analogy, explains the 
significance of Shemini Atzeres.  After a king had entertained all his 
subjects for seven days of feasting, he invited his closest friend to tarry 
another day for a special, private banquet.  So it is with Hashem, who 
wishes on Shemini Atzeres to focus His attention on Klal Yisroel, His 
closest friend.  With Hashem’s help, may we make the most of this day. 

א גוט קוויטל -גוט יום טוב   
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מקראי קדש' אלה מועדי ד  
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Although Shemini Atzeres is often viewed as the last day of Succos, it is of course a 

Yomtov in its own right.  It has six features that make it distinct from the Yomtov of 

Succos and the Gemoro in Maseches Sukkah [48a], when listing these features, ascribes 

a mnemonic to them in the form of the acronym of ב''קש ר''פז .  This stands for payis 

(lots, as the rotational arrangement for allocating kohanic watches for Temple services 

did not operate on Shemini Atzeres), z’man (season – referring to the brochoh of 

shehecheyonu which is recited), regel (festival – a reference to the fact that the Yomtov 

has its own distinct name and even those who sit in the sukkah do not recite a brochoh 

on so doing), korban (the Mussaf offering involved only one bull, rather than the large 

numbers offered on Succos), shir (the song of the Levi’im that accompanied the special 

offering was one specifically suited to it) and brochoh (a blessing was given to the king 

of Israel on this day).  It is also known that Shemini Atzeres is a very special day for tefilloh 

(prayer), when all our tefillos are answered.  The Sar Shalom of Belz explains that the 

unique efficacy of tefillos on this day can be deduced from the specific two-word 

mnemonic chosen by Chazal in the Gemoro.  The word p’zar means scattered and k’shav 

means to listen.  Thus, not only does Hashem listen to all our tefillos on Shemini Atzeres, 

but it is also the day that He responds to all our previous tefillos that have gone 

unanswered.  All the tefillos that were p’zar – scattered and never reached their 

intended destination, will now be k’shav – listened to and answered by Hashem.  The 

Sar Sholom goes further and emphasises the power of our sincere rejoicing and dancing 

with the sifrei Torah on Simchas Torah to effect in the heavenly realms a very beneficial 

outcome for us all over the coming year. 

 

שמח''ת -שמי''ע   
 ה'תשע''ח

 

 

With little time to draw breath from the intensity of the Yomim Noroim (High Holydays), save to complete our sukkos and 

purchase our arba minim, we launch into z’man simchoseinu, the time of our rejoicing.  However, there is something of a 

paradox about our celebration of Succos and Shemini Atzeres.  At the outset, we are commanded to leave our diras keva, 

the permanent and protective abode that we call home, and to immerse ourselves in the somewhat flimsier and less well-

appointed surroundings of the sukkah.  Then, having made ourselves at home within the spiritually rarefied atmosphere of 

the sukkah for seven days, we are required to reverse the procedure, whilst maintaining a similar level of simchah (elation) 

at the prospect of returning to our homes on Shemini Atzeres.  The question is obvious.  If we are primarily meant to 

experience distinct feelings of euphoria because we are quitting our homes to enter the spiritual domain of the sukkah…page 2 



די ד'וידבר משה את מוע   
 אל בני ישראל

 

It is well known that, in Temple times, a  
Kohen who had imbibed alcohol was not 

permitted to fulfil any priestly duties.  This has 
a practical application today in that a Kohen, who 
has drunk alcohol, should not duchen (the act of 
blessing the people during the repetition of the 

Amidoh).  In some shuls, therefore, the custom is 
that Kohanim duchen at Shachris on Simchas Torah 
(since they will make Kiddush and have a le’chaim 

only after their aliyah).  However, in other shuls, the 
custom is that the Kohanim do not duchen at all. 

As justification for this latter approach, the 
Alexander Rebbe points out that the last 
parshah in the Torah, Vezos Habrocho,  

contains within it Moshe’s own blessing to 
the people immediately prior to his 

passing. Such a brochoh on this 
occasion is more than a fitting 

substitute for that of the 
Kohanim. 
Mimini Michoel 

 
 

One year on Simchas Torah, the holy tzaddik, Rabbi Yisroel of 

Ruzhin, was addressing his chassidim about issues relating to 

interpersonal conduct.  He reminded them of the famous story in 

the Gemoro in Maseches Shabbos [31a], which relates how a 

certain non-Jew presented himself before the great sage, 

Shammai, saying, “Make me a convert on condition that you can 

teach me the whole Torah, whilst I am standing al regel achas – on 

one foot (regel)”.  As the Gemoro records, Shammai gave the man 

very short shrift indeed.  The man next approached the great sage 

of equal standing, Hillel, with the same (admittedly somewhat 

bizarre) request.  By contrast with Shammai, his theological 

sparring partner, Hillel proceeded to convert the man, explaining 

that the aphorism of da’aloch se’ni lechav’roch lo ta’avaid – that 

which is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow man – represents 

the essence of the entire Torah and the rest is simply a 

commentary thereon that the new convert should now go and 

study.  The Ruzhiner Rebbe suggested to his audience a rather 

more figurative interpretation of this account in the Gemoro.  It is 

possible to view the non-Jew’s request to have imparted to him the 

whole Torah al regel achas, as meaning the whole ‘Torah’ or 

explanation about the one regel (festival), that is Shemini 

Atzeres/Simchas Torah, for the celebration of which no explicit 

reason is mentioned in the Torah.  This is why Hillel employed the 

well-known maxim to satisfy the non-Jew’s precondition, because 

it conveys the central leitmotif of this Yomtov, which is to promote 

peace and harmony amongst our brethren and to expunge their 

rifts and disagreements.  This is unquestionably a fundamental 

tenet of our holy Torah. 

 

… why should the same sentiment accompany our 
subsequent withdrawal from it, especially when it 

would seem to be no more than fulfilling a natural 

inclination?  To answer this question, one must acquire 
an understanding of a core message of this Yomtov.  

Leaving the relative comfort of our homes is meant to 
accentuate the extent to which all of our possessions, 

including the ostensibly secure roof over our heads, are 

not really ours at all and are no more permanent than 

life itself.  Entering the hallowed atmosphere of the 

sukkah and isolating ourselves therein allows us to 

attain an awareness not just of our personal 
shortcomings but also of chasdei Hashem, His 

benevolence in giving us all that we have.  The ultimate 
aim, however, is not to remain focussed inwardly on 

ourselves and our inadequacies.  Having attained a 

heightened recognition of our own frailty and 
responsibility, we can then begin the task of 

contributing positively to society at large.  This is the 

message of rejoicing on Shemini Atzeres, as we move 

back into our homes.  Life has to be lived in the real 

world.  We must appreciate that world, actualise its 

potential and seek ways of constantly elevating the 

physical to the spiritual.  Once we have acquired 

inspiration and garnered strength from the Torah 
through dwelling in the spiritual surroundings of the 

sukkah, we must then look outwards to fulfilling our 

obligations to others and to the community as a whole. 
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 [Gemoro - Maseches Shabbos 31a]       על רגל אחת

  
 

 

 


