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Soulful Offerings 

Parshas Vayikra opens with the laws of the Korban Olah, a volunteered offering with a variety of options, depending on one's 

financial status. The wealthier individual could bring cattle, a less wealthy person, sheep, an even poorer individual could 

bring a turtledove. For the most destitute individual who would like to offer something but has no money for even a 

turtledove, the Torah commands: "When a nefesh, a soul, offers a meal-offering to Hashem, his offering shall be of fine flour; he 

shall pour oil upon it and place frankincense upon it" (Leviticus 2:1). Rashi adds a comment: "Nowhere is the word nefesh 

used in connection with free-will offerings except in connection with the meal-offering. For who is it that usually brings a 

meal-offering? The poor man! The Holy One, blessed be He, says, as it were, I will regard it for him as though he brought his 

very soul as an offering" (Menachos,104b). 

The Chasam Sofer asks both a poignant and practical question. The price of fine flour is more expensive than that of a 

turtledove! So why is the fine flour offering the option meted for the poorest person, and why isn't the one who brings the 

turtledove considered as if he gave his soul? 

It was only a few days before Passover when a man entered the home of Rabbi Yosef Dov HaLevi Soleveitchik of Brisk, known as 

the Bais Halevi. The man had a look of consternation on his face. 

"Rabbi,” he pleaded. “I have a very difficult question. Is one allowed to fulfill his obligation of the four cups of wine with any other 

liquid? Would one would be able to fulfill his obligation with four cups of milk?" The Bais Halevi looked up at the man and began 

to think. 

"My son," he said, "that is a very difficult question. I will look into the matter. But until then I have an idea. I would like to give you 

some money in order for you to purchase four cups of wine for you and your family." 

The Bais Halevi, then took out a large sum of money, far more than necessary for a few bottles of wine, and handed it to the man 

who took it with extreme gratitude and relief. 

One of the attendants who helped Rabbi Soleveitchik with his chores was quite shocked at the large amount of money that his 

rebbe gave the man. 

He gathered the nerve to ask. "I, too, understood from the man's question that he needed to buy 

wine for the seder and could not afford more than the milk he was able to get from his cow. But 

why did you give him so much money? You gave him not only enough for wine, but for an entire 

meal with meat!" 

Rabbi Soleveitchik smiled. "That, my dear student is exactly the point! If a man asks if he can 

fulfill his obligation of the four cups of wine with milk, then obviously he cannot have meat at 

the seder. That in turn means that not only can he not afford wine, he cannot afford meat or 

fowl! So not only did I give him money for wine, I gave him money for a meat as well!" 

The Chasam Sofer tells us that we have to ponder the circumstances and put the episode in 

perspective. The poorest man he who cannot even afford a lowly bird -- has a form of Torah welfare. It is called leket, shikcha 

and peah -- the poorest and most destitute are entitled to grain left behind in field. And from that grain, which was not even 

bought, the man can make fine flour. When that individual decides to remove the grain from his very own table and offer that 

grain to the Almighty, he is considered giving his soul. True, a bird may cost less, but to the poorest man, even the bird costs 

more than the grain he received gratis. However, when he takes those kernels and gives from them, he is offering his very soul! 

Often we try to assess contributions and commitments based on monetary value. It is an inaccurate evaluation, for a wealthy 

man may give time which is harder for him to given than his money. A musician may give of his skill, despite aching fingers or 

a splitting headache. The Torah tells us that when we assess the needs of a poor man, or anyone who gives, don't look at the 

wallet. Look at the whole person. And the way to do that is to look at the “soul” person. 

 

In Parshas Vayikra, we are commanded to ensure that we put salt on every offering. [This is why we dip our challa or 
bread in salt, because our tables are to be considered holy like an altar to HaShem and we conduct ourselves in a 
respectful way at our meals.]  

It is a way that HaShem fulfills His promise to the waters of the sea (which were split from the waters of Heaven) that 
they would have a share in the sacrifices. Once a year on Sukkos water was poured on the miz’beach, the altar in the 
Temple, and every sacrifice had salt (which comes from the sea) put on it. 
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Have you ever heard the expression, “Salt your money away?”  Usually, it implies that you 
should save and hide your money instead of spending it.  In that way, you “preserve it.”  
Ironically, this English-language idiom conveys the opposite intent of the original phrase 
spoken in Jerusalem (Kesubos 66b) that the “salt of money is [giving it] away.”  

The daughter of one of Yerushalayim’s wealthiest men became so impoverished that she 
was reduced to picking grain from animal dung for food. All his money was lost because 
he didn’t give tzedaka with it.  The Gemara asks, “But we know that he did give 
generously?!”  It answers that either he did it only for his own honor, or else he did not do 
as much as he could have. 

If you want to preserve your wealth, don’t hide it in your mattress, give tzedaka with it.  It 
is the only investment which is recession-proof and will help you maintain your means for the long-term.  

 
 

R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z”l held that 
one cannot fulfill the mitzvah of hearing 
the Megillah through a hearing aid.  His 
mother Tzivya was hard of hearing and 
wore one.  When he became Bar Mitzvah, 
he learned how to lain the Megillah. 

Each year, his mother would take out her 
hearing aid and young Shlomo Zalman 
would read the Megillah for her at the top 
of his lungs near her ear while she 
listened intently.  This went on for 
decades. One year, one of R’ Shlomo 
Zalman’s children approached him and 
mentioned that despite R’ Shlomo 
Zalman’s efforts, he didn’t think his 
grandmother really heard every word. 

Replied R’ Shlomo Zalman, “Do you think I 
actually believe she hears every word and 
is yotzei hearing Megilla?  Not at all. 

All the efforts I put forth are not because I 
think she is fulfilling the mitzvah, but 
rather to make my mother feel good and to 

honor her!  

Now You Know 

There is a Biblical mitzvah to read Parashas Zachor from a Sefer Torah once a year. Although the Rabbis 
have instituted that Zachor be read in public on the Shabbos before Purim, the mitzvah can be fulfilled by 
performing it at any time during the year.  

Most poskim, therefore, consider the reading of Parashas Zachor to be a mitzvah which is not time-bound, 
thus making it obligatory upon women.  There are conflicting views among the poskim as to what is the 
practical halachah. Some rule that women are obligated in Parashas Zachor while other poskim note that it 
is commonly accepted that women do not go to shul to hear Parashas Zachor.  

Since there is no clear-cut ruling, it is commendable for women to make the effort to go to shul to hear the 
public reading of the Parashah. Indeed, in many congregations it is the accepted practice for women to do 
so. Men or women who are unable to go to shul should read Parashas Zachor aloud for themselves from a 
Chumash since, according to some poskim, one can fulfill the mitzvah in this fashion.  

It is questionable if a Sefer Torah may be taken out of the Aron ha-Kodesh specifically to read Parashas 
Zachor for women. Harav M. Feinstein z”l is quoted as strictly prohibiting this practice.  
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