
The Weekly Haftorah 
By: Reuben Ebrahimoff - The Haftorahman 

 
The Haftorah for the First Day of Sukkot

The Haftorah is read from the book of Zechariah, 14:1-14
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The connection of the Haftorah to the Holiday of Sukkot: The 
Haftorah speaks of a time in the future, when on Sukkot all external 
danger to the Jewish people and the State of Israel is diffused and 
gone forever. On that day, the Holiday of Sukkot, the Jewish people 
will happily celebrate an eternal national peace.   
 
The storyline of this week's Haftorah:  Half of Jerusalem is 
captured.  Zechariah predicts that a day will come when the war of Gog 
and Magog will take place. It is believed that in the future, at the end 



of days, Hashem will eventually defeat the enemies of Israel in the 
Land of Israel. The spoils that the Babylonians took from Israel will be 
returned and divided among the people of the nation so that every 
person receives a share. At that time, Jerusalem will be attacked and 
captured. The houses will be plundered, the women ravaged and half 
the city will go into exile, but the rest of the city will remain intact.  
Then, Hashem is going to wage war on these enemy nations and 
everyone will recognize Hashem as the King of all the earth. The land 
with all its peaks and valleys will become leveled off, in order to make 
it easier for the Jews to gather inwards. There will be no more killing 
in Jerusalem and everyone will be secure there.  Zechariah describes a 
terrible plague, and the effects it will have on the people, places and 
things around them. Whoever survives from the side of Gog and Magog 
should come every year to offer thanks to Hashem, during the Holiday 
of Sukkot. Those who fail to appear will be subject to stiff penalties. 
Everyone who follows Hashem at that time will enjoy all the wealth 
they could have ever hoped for.  



 
 

 

Zechariah by: Michelangelo

Zechariah’s Biography:
• The meaning of his name is Hashem remembered.
•  Zechariah ben Ido was a Kohen.
• His prophetic period was around 520 B.C.E., approximately 2500 

years ago.  He is the 11th of the 12 prophets in the Book of Trei 
Assar. Zechariah wrote his own 14 chapter long book. Shortly 
after Zechariah’s time, prophecy departed from Israel. 

•  Lived in the time of the return from Babylon and Persia. He lived 
in Jerusalem and was buried in the Kidron Valley. 

• Was a member of the men of the Anshei Knesset HaGedolah 
(Great Assembly)

• Hid the temple treasures, so that the holy vessels would not be 
used by nonbelievers. 

• His peers were: Zerubavel, the governor of Jerusalem, Yehoshua 
the Kohen Gadol, Mordechai, Nechemia, Ezra, Chaggai, and Yonah. 

Famous Phrases: Zechariah, 14:9, “V’haya Hashem Lemelech al kol 
ha’aretz bayom hahu yeheyeh hashem echod ushemo echad”. “And 
Hashem will be the ruler over the world.” This is the concluding 
sentence of Alenu Leshabeach.  



Haftorahman’s lesson of the week: Zechariah’s vision explains that it 
is not with our individual power that our successes come from, but 
from our connection to the spirit of Hashem. Let us remember that to 
the degree that we re-connect ourselves to Hashem via the Torah, our 
own personal lights will shine brighter.    
 
Map: Zechariah’s prophecy takes place in Jerusalem.



 Timeline: The Haftarah took place about 2350 years ago, in the 
Hebrew year of approximately 3400
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The Weekly Haftorah 
By:  Reuben Ebrahimoff - The Haftorahman 

 
The Haftorah for the Second Day of Sukkot

 
 The Haftorah is read from the book of Melachim Aleph (Kings 1), 7:40-50

The connection between the Haftorah and Sukkot: Sukkot, one of 
the Shalosh Regalim, the Three Primary Festivals, was a time when all 
Jews traveled to the Beit HaMikdash, The Holy Temple.  The Haftorah 
deals with the construction of the Beit HaMikdash. 
 

And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto... by: Gustave Dore

The storyline of this week's Haftorah:  Chiram, King of Tyre 
(modern Lebanon), was King Solomon’s friend. He fashioned all the 
copper vessels for the Beit HaMikdash. King Solomon orders the 
production of golden vessels for the Beit HaMikdash.



 

 King Solomon’s Biography:

• The meaning of his name is "peace" or "prosperity.”

• Had seven names, Shlomo, Yedidyah, Kohelet, Agur, Yakeh, 
Lemuel, and Ithiel. His father was King David.

•  Was crowned as king at the age of 12!  He ruled for 40 years 
and passed away at the age of 52. As King, he led the building of 
the Beit HaMikdash starting at 16 years of age. It was 
completed 7 years later. 

•  He was extremely wealthy. By some estimations his wealth 
increased by $250 million dollars a year. He was famous for his 
stables that housed 40,000 horses and 12,000 horsemen.  King 
Solomon had 700 wives and 300 concubines.

• Is quoted as the smartest man to ever live. He was able to give 
3,000 explanations to every Pasuk in the Torah. He knew all 70 
languages spoken in the world at that time as well as possessing 
the ability to communicate with all the living creatures in the 
animal kingdom. Once the Queen of Sheba traveled 7 years by 
caravan just to meet him and quiz him with regards to his 
wisdom. After their first meeting, the Queen of Sheba 



remarked that the King was much wiser than his reputation had 
suggested.

• Founded 3 cities; Megiddo, Hazor and Gezer in the north of 
Israel. 

• Instituted, among others, the two mitzvot of Eruv and Netilat 
Yadayim (the ritual washing of hands) and the third blessing in 
Birkat Hamazon of Bonei Yerushalayim.  The Eruv is a string 
surrounding an outer perimeter of an area thus designating it as 
a permissible place to carry things on Shabbat.

• Authored 3 books: 1) Kohelet - Ecclesiastes 2) Mishlay -
Proverbs, which concludes with the song Aishet Chayil sung on 
Erev Shabbat. 3) Shir Hashirim - Song of Songs.

Famous Phrases:  Melachim 1, 19:21. “Rabot machshavot belev ish, 
va’atzat adoshem he takum” “Many designs are in a man’s heart, but 
only the counsel of Hashem will prevail.” This is said daily in the 
morning prayers of Yehi Kevod.

 

Sojourning to the Bait Hamikdash for the Holiday

Haftorahman’s lesson of the week: The Haftorah deals with the Beit 
HaMikdash, and ideally the holiday of Sukkot would revolve around the 
Beit HaMikdash as well. Hopefully, the holiday and the Haftorah will 
cause us all to realize how much we are truly lacking when we do not 
have a Beit HaMikdash, and through this realization, do everything in 
our power to have it rebuilt in our time.



 
Timeline: This Haftorah took place about 3000 years ago
 

 
 



Map: In the city of Jerusalem
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The Weekly Haftorah 
by Reuben Ebrahimoff - The Haftorahman 

The Haftorah for Shabbat Chol Hamoed Sukkot
The Haftorah is read from the book of Yechezkel (Ezekiel) 38:18-23, 39:1-16 

Ezekiel by: Michelangelo

The Haftorah’s Connection to Sukkot: This section from Ezekiel was selected 
because it discusses the war to end all wars, the War of Gog and Magog or 
Armegeddon. It is belived by some that this war will take place during the month 
of Tishrei and possible on Sukkot. That is why we read this Haftara on Chol 
Ha’Moed Sukkot. 

Summary of the Haftorah: This Haftorah deals with the war of Gog and Magog. 
Gog will be the leader who will rule over a people or country named “Magog”. The 
name Gog means “the dreadful one”. It also discuses Gog’s punishment. The 
Haftorah also talks about the vast supply of firewood after the war from all the 
left over weapons. It also discusses the burial of Gog’s armies. 
The Story Line of This Weeks Haftorah: Gog will invade Israel with a 
tremendous army, consisting of people from all the other nations of the world. 
Their intention is to destroy or capture Bnei Yisrael, preventing the final 
redemption. Hashem’s anger, which has been hidden during the exile, will be 



clearly seen and will openly show miracles which will destroy Gog’s armies. There 
will be thunder and lightning, followed by an earthquake. Some opinions say that 
“Earthquake” means immense fear, but others say it should be taken literally. Gog 
will still feel secure with his weapons and will still try to invade Israel. Hashem will 
make the whole earth shake. The armies of Yishmael will turn against each other, 
overcome with madness and destroy themselves, while the armies of Edom (who 
according to some opinions is Rome) will suffer from plagues as retribution for 
what they did against the Jews. The plagues will be stronger than the ones from 
Egypt. 

Bnei Yisrael will take all the left over weapons from Gog’s armies and use the wood 
for firewood, and melt down the metal as well. There won’t be any need to cut 
down any more trees for firewood because there will be so many weapons left 
over. Additionally, there’s a special reason that the pasuk emphasizes that the 
Bnei Yisrael won’t need to cut down any more trees. The reason is because in the 
future, every tree will bear fruit, and it would be Baal Tashchis (Wasting good 
resources) to cut them down.  

 

Jews at the tomb of the prophet Ezekiel  1932
Biography of Ezekiel: The Biography of Ezekiel: Ezekiel name means "Hashem 
strengthens" or may Hashem strengthen. He was a Kohen. He was born in the 
village of Anatot surrounding Jerusalem. His wife died suddenly before his 
prophecies began. Ezekiel was a part of the 8000 exiles in 597 b.c.e. to go to 



Babylon. He prophesizes for 30 years, several of the prophecies are date, month 
and year specific. He was the only person in the Tanach (Bible) to be called "Ben 
Adam" The son of man.

The Book of Ezekiel: Ezekiel wrote his own book that is 48 chapters long. The 1st 
24 chapters are about the future siege and fall of Jerusalem. The 2nd part of the 
book, chapters 25-48 talk of the hope, that Hashem will favor the mountains of 
Israel and remove the Idol worshipping and repopulate the land. Ezekiel goes on to 
predict the annihilation of the hostile Heathen nations. We are told about the 
rejoining of the two halves of the divided Land of Israel, Judea and Samaria. 
Finally, we hear about the plans for the third temple and a land among the tribes 
with a President for the people. There are major warnings to the exiles in Babylon, 
which take place before the destruction of Jerusalem and the 1st Temple.

Some interesting parts of the Book of Ezekiel are: The Book of Ezekiel begins 
with the prophet's vision of the Ma'aseh Hamerkavah (The Throne of Hashem) 
lifting itself up from the Beit HaMikdash.  There is the story of the Valley of the 
Dry bones and their resurrection as well as the description of the 3rd Temple to 
be built in the messianic period.

Famous Pesukim: Ezekiel 38:24 “Vehitgadalti, Vehitkadashti” , I will be exalted  
and I will be sanctified.” which is the source of “Yitgadel, Vayitkadash”  the two 
opening words of the prayer said for mourners, the Kadish. 
Timeline: Ephraim Waxman Dor L’Dor Felheim Publishing 



 



Map: Ezekiel was one of the only prophets to experience prophecies outside of 
the Land of Israel.
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