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Dear Chevra, 
 
Several years ago I was on my way to Bnei Brak to attend the wedding of my Rebbe’s grandson. While 
traveling I was confronted with various nisyonos, challenges of faith. Arriving at the wedding hall I pulled 
aside the Rebbe’s son, my dear friend Rabbi Benzion Twerski, and told him about the events of the 
previous hours and how I overcame the difficult challenges. I asked him to suggest strategies for 
overcoming future tests. He mentioned that while vacationing in the mountains over the summer he and 
his father, the Rebbe, had gone for a boat ride. Upon boarding the ship his father asked the captain if 
there’s anything he should know. The captain replied, “Rabbi, How should I know?” Rabbi Benzion said, 
what the captain asked my father, I ask you. “How should I know?” Each of us needs to build his own 
proverbial boat to float us through the quagmire of confusion the world inundates us with. With that Rabbi 
Benzion suggested, “Geshmak, Excitement and Satisfaction, in Yiddishkeit. Make sure you have a 
geshmak in your Yiddishkeit.”  
 
For one-hundred-and-twenty years, the longed for life expectancy of a Jew, Noach busied himself with 
building the teiva, the ark, as Hashem commanded. The world, corrupt and depraved, laughed, mocked, 
and ridiculed Noach and his sons. As the scoffers scoffed; the builders built. We can only imagine that 
building the teiva as Hashem commanded is what gave Noach the geshmak in his Yiddishkeit needed to 
stand up to the dominant forces of his generation. 
 
Contrary to the common expectations of a Chassidic Rebbe, at a now famous farbrengen, festive 
chassidic gathering, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Reb Menachem Mendel Schneerson zt”l, put his fingers in 
his mouth and began whistling and chanting “Un Feifen Un Gantze Velt! Whistle at the whole world.” The 
crowd, made up mainly of the Rebbe’s own Chabad Chassidim, was thrilled. The entire assembly began 
whistling in tandem with the Rebbe. The Rebbe’s message was clear, we live in a world of debasement 
and debauchery, and, come what may, as Torah Yidden, we have no choice but to whistle at the world. 
We live in contrariness to the secular values of society-at-large. As Torah Jews we are proudly contrarian. 
If the world mocks us, they mock us. Our goal is to please God, not man. Regardless of passing cultural 
norms, allowances and legislations, what the Torah permits is permitted and what the Torah forbids is 
forbidden. There is no second guessing or amending the eternal truth of our Everlasting Torah. 
 
I was speaking with Prof. Hal Lyons, a professor of education from West Point, the renowned United 
States Military Academy. He said when he was a cadet at the Academy, the focus of education was on 
military strategy, but now the focus is on grit. Building grit and fortitude. Prof. Lyons explained that on 
today’s battlefield the enemy's strategy is basic but their grit is outstanding, and only by matching them in 
grit can our soldiers defeat them in battle.  
 
Noach was ridiculed, but he had grit and took geshmak in doing the Ratzon Hashem, the work of 
Hashem. We too must have geshmak  in doing the work of Hashem in a generation much like Noach’s. 
And like Noach, we must be gritty. We must forebear. Perhaps it was Noach’s grit and contrariness that 
gave him the geshmak to stand up to the world and whistle. Like Noach, each of us must build a teiva, 
built through geshmak, grit, forbearance, and a readiness to whistle at the world. In so doing, we will stay 
afloat and thrive until the coming of Mashiach, may we merit that he come speedily and in our days! 

Wishing you a Gut Shabbos. 
 
Sincerely, 
Binyamin Klempner 
 

bklempner1@gmail.com 
 


