
 Volume 18 – Issue 23                                                                             Parshas Pekudei 5776 W‰EwT ÂB RDA ÂB  YDWQP ÂP  

  
   A publication dedicated to Harbotzas Torah 

 

Zmanim for TBwTBwTBwTBw    
Wesley Hills, NY 

5:41    -            TWRN TQLDH 
5:59    -                                     HEYQw 
8:28   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:09 -                             A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:08  -                 HLYPT IMZ FWS 
6:00 -                                      HEYQw 
6:42  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
7:13  -                                     72 TAC 

Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com  

Now You Know 
The Torah lists all the various items 

HaShem commanded to be made for 
the Mishkan and tells us that the 
Jewish People did as they were told. 

R’ Samson Raphael Hirsch z”l makes 
an important note: 

While the clothing for the kohanim 

was considered complete as soon as 
it was woven, as indicated by the 
phrase, “as HaShem commanded,” 

not everything was considered done 
just because the actual article was 
fashioned. 

Regarding the curtains and the 
“furniture” of the Mishkan, such as 

the Aron, the Shulchan, and the 
Mizbe’ach, it only says “as HaShem 
commanded” when the Mishkan was 
erected and they were put into their 
rightful place. 

They were not considered complete 
so long as they were not able to be 
used for their purpose. Until then, 

they were merely waiting in limbo. 
Once they were placed in a 
functioning Mishkan, they were done. 

The lesson for us is that HaShem 
created each of us as a vessel with a 

specific purpose. However, that 
purpose can’t reach its completion 
until we are put into the right place or 
situation and we perform our role. 

Sometimes we feel we’re in the wrong 

place at the wrong time. In truth, 
we’re just where we should be – as 
HaShem commanded. 

Thought of the week: 

Put someone on a pedestal 
and he will climb even 
higher on his own. 

 (GM:UL TWMw)  „.HwM OTA VRBYW WsE IK ÂH HWC RwAK HTA WsE HNHW HKALMH LK TA HwM ARYW‰ 
“Moshe saw the entire work, and behold, they did it just as HaShem commanded, 
so had they done, and Moshe blessed them.” (Exodus 39:43) 
As Sefer Shemos draws to a close, we find the Mishkan completed.  The Jewish People 
worked diligently to follow HaShem’s directives and focused on what HaShem wanted and 
considered proper, rather than try to impose their own ideas and perspectives on the 
Mishkan. Moshe saw this and blessed them. 

However, he did more than bless them. As Rashi in Shir HaShirim (1:15) puts it, they were 
lauded and praised for their actions. Moshe wished them that HaShem’s presence should 
rest on the work of their hands. This was not limited to the Mishkan they had built, but 
included anything they would work on in the future. He wished them that they find the 
sweetness and beauty in serving HaShem, and that their actions stand them in good stead. 
This in itself was a fantastic bracha, but there is more. 

The Ohr HaChaim asks why the posuk repeats Moshe’s name. It began by saying that 
Moshe saw. Wouldn’t it be sufficient to end with, “and he blessed them”? He says it’s clear 
from this that what made the blessing noteworthy was that it was Moshe, the man of G-d, 
who blessed them and the Torah is informing us of a great thing in this matter, and that if it 
were someone else, it would not have been worthy of mentioning it. 

So what was the ‘great thing’ the Torah was telling us? The Ohr HaChaim seems to imply 
that we should understand it on our own. So let’s try. 

Moshe saw the Jews followed HaShem’s commandments and was inspired to bless the 
people that they should be successful in further service of HaShem. He wanted them to 
find the sweetness and pleasure in it, so their actions would pave the way for them to future 
closeness to HaShem. How best to do that? By lavishing praise on them not as just 
anyone, but as their leader.  

He took notice of what they did and he went out of his way to make them feel they had 
gone above and beyond and done something spectacular. Such compliments, even simply 
the fact that their leader noticed what they had done, would catapult them to higher levels 
and encourage them to continue what they were doing. 

The great thing referred to by the Ohr HaChaim, perhaps, is the fact that when a great 
person compliments someone who may be on a lower level than they, or may even be 
subject to the direction or command of the leader, it has a powerful effect for good. 

Therefore, leaders, teachers, parents, and even peers, should not take things for granted 
but seek out opportunities for praising others. It’s not merely a comment on the job done 
now, but it is an investment in everything they will do going forward. 

When I began writing this weekly Parsha sheet, my mother a”h would print it out and save the 
copies in a big binder, the only person I knew who did this.  Over the years, when I sent it to my 
father and her, she would often write back to compliment me, or comment on something she 
especially liked. 

One day, she texted me, “I complimented him like you told me to.” I’m sure she meant to send 
that to my father, and I never replied or let on that I’d seen it. I was crushed, because I realized 
she didn’t really get inspired; she was just playing a part, orchestrated by my father. 

As I reflected on it more, however, I came to see it for what it was. It was an act of love, 
calculated, as was Moshe’s bracha, to push me towards greater heights and achievements. She 
understood and lived the lesson which the Ohr HaChaim says is, “a big deal.” 
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Sponsored in Memory of  

Mrs. Edith Mann 

H‰E IRHA ÂR TB LDNYYw HQBR 
RDA ÂZ UYYCRAY 

A beloved, devoted wife, mother & 
grandmother; a holocaust survivor who 

made every moment meaningful.  
Her many mitzvos are a legacy for her 

family. Yehi Zichra Baruch! 

 

What might you build 
today? 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


