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“And these are the ordinances that you shall set before them. If you 

buy a Hebrew servant, he shall work for six years and on the 

seventh, he shall go free for nothing.” (From this week’s Torah 

portion, Mishpatim, Exodus 21:1-2).                                                    

This week’s Torah portion talks about the essence of the Torah: 

Liberty, a kingdom of priests and a holy nation; the rectification of 

the world. Finally, after the exodus from Egypt and the receiving of 

the Torah, we are beginning to hear an orderly outline of our actual 

lives according to the Torah.                                                              

But what a disappointment! The first law in the portion takes us 

back to servitude, to slavery. This is the grand message? Couldn’t 

we have begun with the laws of damages? About what happens if 

an ox gores someone’s property? An eye for an eye? Why start 

specifically here? It’s rather awkward when the first thing the 

uninitiated hear is the laws of slavery. The first thing that comes 

into people’s minds is, ‘How lucky that today’s society is not run 

according to the Torah!’                                                                    

But if we are to be honest with ourselves, we will admit that slavery 

still exists today – and it even thrives. True, we have progressed, 

thank G-d, and we do not encounter genuine slaves. But slavery 

and servitude are alive and well; servitude to the state and law, 

slavery to the banks, to the major corporations, to one’s employer 

or employment and even human trafficking.                                     

Modern man lives the illusion of liberty, but it is merely a fool’s 

paradise. He has freedom and plenty of free time. But he does not 

enjoy true liberty and even merits less of it than in the past. 

Freedom is the abrogation of responsibility; liberty is its 

shouldering.                                                                                       

Until the past generations, in which the face of official slavery 

changed and put on a more sophisticated mask, slavery was 

officially recognized in the most progressive countries. Nobody got 

out of Uncle Tom’s Cabin after only seven years. Uncle Tom was 

not the first to get the only pillow in the house (as dictated by Torah 

law); none of Jefferson’s other slaves had any pillow, at all.             

Before the Torah engages in the ordinary laws of damages, it sets a 

new standard. It takes into account that servitude exists – be it 

direct, as in the past, or indirect, as it is today. The enslavement of 

people by other people is a fact of life. It has to be fought, but it 

will probably not be absolutely eliminated. If you give tenure, you 

will get temporary workers. If you close down the placement 

agencies, you will get a different form of slavery.                              

The Torah tells us that servitude is part of human nature. But we 

must know how to conduct ourselves within that reality. “A person 

who bought a Hebrew slave bought himself a master,” our Sages 

teach. Slavery according to the Torah was actually akin to 

providing the slave with a foster family. He was given a private 

rehabilitation center; something unequaled even among those 

nations that flaunt their liberal approach.                                          

The Torah laws of slavery are actually the laws of exiting slavery. 

Until 150 years ago, every American was required by law to turn 

over an escaped slave to his master. More than 3,000 years before 

that, the Torah commands us, “You shall not turn over a slave to 

his master.” (Deuternomy 23:16). This is in complete contrast to 

the Hammurabi Laws and other ancient codices.                                

The foundation of liberty is the factor that sets the Torah apart from 

the laws of the other nations. True liberty stems only from 

accepting the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven. It is directed at all 

aspects of life: national liberty, economic liberty, everything. 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Moshe Feiglin 

 
We are all in high gear as the first Zehut convention is rapidly 

approaching.  All the last minute details are coming together, 

an end to sleepless nights is visible at the end of the tunnel, 

anticipation is mounting and enthusiasm and optimism abound.                                                                                           

We are expecting thousands of people to stream to the 

convention hall in Tel Aviv on Tuesday evening to reaffirm 

their commitment to Jewish identity for Israel and support for 

the Zehut party.                                                                         
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Below is a pre-convention peek at the introduction to the Zehut 

Platform. The platform itself is over 300 pages long and 

counting, and relates in detail to every facet of Israel's public 

face. A summary of the platform in English will be distributed 

at the convention.  We hope you will join us for the convention 

and will keep with us as Zehut makes Israel the country we 

have always dreamed of!  Click here to attend (in Israel).  
https://zehutint.leadpages.co/zehut-conference-waiting-list/ (outside 

of Israel).  

                                                                                                    

The State of 

Israel is the 

fulfillment of 

the dream of 

generations of 

the Jewish 

people, and the 

tool for realizing 

its full message. 

It was 

established to be 

a Jewish State, 

so that the Jews 

could build it 

and be built by 

it and realize themselves and their destiny as individuals and as a 

nation. It has no other purpose.                                                                         

After two thousand years, and contrary to all historical logic, our 

people survived, returned to its land, and made it bloom again. 

Eretz Israel was transformed from a dry and almost empty land to a 

land flowing with milk and honey and a world center of science and 

progress. Israel received a third chance to fulfill its destiny. Like it 

or not, we are not a nation like every other nation, nor a country 

like every other country. In addition to our very existence, we also 

have a destiny that humanity expects us to fulfill. This destiny is 

our vision, and it is that which will grant us and the world 

prosperity, security, a good life, and peace.                                       

Our country, the third State of Israel, preceded by the kingdom of 

David and Solomon and their successors and the state of the 

Hasmoneans, has been the national dream of dozens of generations 

since our loss of national independence and the destruction of the 

Temple. Israel’s mission is not only to maintain physical existence 

in a democratic country, but to return and renew our lives and our 

unique culture here in our Land. The State was established so that 

we can maintain a thriving model society – one that will benefit not 

only us, but will be an example for all humankind - to learn from it 

and be blessed in it.                                                                            

The Bible, says “And I will place you as a light among the 

nations”, and “To perfect the world in the Kingdom of the 

Almighty”1, and “And you will eat your bread to satiety, and dwell 

safely in your land, and I will provide peace in the land” and “All 

the families of the earth will be blessed through you”. In modern 

Hebrew, this means a sovereign state, Jewish2, moral, civilized, 

prosperous, progressive and secure. Israel is meant to be a country 

that exports to the world not only science and technology, but also 

an example of a good and prosperous human and national life, a life 

of liberty and morality, a life with meaning, a life in which no man 

is subservient to another – a life in which we are all free men under 

God alone.                                                                                           

There is no Jewish identity without liberty, and liberty cannot 

coexist with coercion. The full Jewish message is not to be found 

on the Right or the Left, among the religious or the secular – it is 

found in every part of the People who returned to their homeland 

and thereby returned to history3. Therefore, we seek to empower 

liberty in order to allow ourselves to develop naturally. Any 

attempt at coercion in the area of identity will only delay the 

process of returning to ourselves.                                                      

We cling to our land, and we strive for the minimum involvement 

of the state in private life. We want a State of liberty, run in 

accordance with Jewish culture and morality, and striving for the 

vision embodied in them. We believe that we have a clear path to 

that goal, which we are presenting before you in a concise manner 

in this platform. We believe that there is a wide range of people 

from all parts of the nation and the country’s citizens who share 

these principles with us and on their basis may be natural partners 

in this journey. If you are among them, join us! Together, we will 

make it a reality. 

 

                                                           
1 From the prayer “Aleinu”, attributed to Joshua, which expresses the purpose of establishing a state for the 

People of Israel in its land. 
2 Truly Jewish, but without either religious or secular coercion, as detailed below. By “Jewish state”, we do not 

refer to the distorted concept of “Halakhic state” (which is empty of any real content, when the meaning assigned 

to it today is “a country that imposes halakha (Jewish law) on its citizens”, while Judaism itself does not 

necessarily require such coercion by the state). 
3 By “return to history”, we are not dismissing the importance of the Jews in exile, but a nation can only express 

itself fully when it is sovereign in its land. 
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