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7:50  -             TWRN TQLDH 
8:08   -                                     HEYQw 
8:41   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
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10:40  -                 HLYPT IMZ FWS 
8:07   -                                     HEYQw 
8:54  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
9:20 -                                      72 TAC 
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Now You Know 
This week, Moshe recounts the Ten 
Statements (colloquially known as the 
Ten Commandments) which were 

spoken at Sinai. 

The fifth one, Honor your father and 
mother, has a new addition this time. 

Previously it said, “so that your days 
be long,” but now Moshe added, “and 
so that it be good for you.” 

Kabbalistically, Moshe completed the 

Dibros by including the letter ‘tes,’ the 
9th letter of the Aleph-Bais, which was 
not used in the Ten Commandments 

in Parshas Yisro. All the letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet are infused with 
power, and all of them are necessary 
for the world to exist. 

It is a common misconception that 
only honoring your parents is a merit 
for long life. In fact, though, the 
Sforno in Shmos explains that this 

promise goes on all five of the first 
statements. By honoring one’s 
parents he learns to honor G-d, and 

by honoring G-d one gains length of 
days. 

Perhaps Moshe added the phrase he 
did to indicate that not only will 

serving HaShem lengthen one’s life, 
but it will make it happy and pleasant. 

Seeing HaShem as our father who 

loves us and wants us to be happy 
and enjoy His goodness is an 
important step to reach “shleimus”: 
physical and spiritual completeness. 

Thought of the week: 

When I tried to outsmart 
G-d I discovered I’d only 
outsmarted myself. 

„...RMAL AYHH TEB ÂH LA INXTAW‰ 
“And I prayed to HaShem at that time, saying...”  (Deut. 3:23) 

When Moshe said to the Jews, “Listen now, you rebels,” at the time of the waters of 
Meriva, HaShem promised that Moshe would not enter the land of Canaan. Moshe 
waited for the right time and then he prayed for that promise to be overturned. 

He prayed 515 prayers, (hinted at by the numerical value of the word “Vaeschanan”,) 
all of them begging HaShem to be merciful to him and grant him a boon by letting him 
go into Eretz Yisrael. Alas, it was not to be, and HaShem told Moshe to desist from 
praying. 

The question is, if HaShem had no intention of granting Moshe’s request, why did He 
not stop Moshe earlier? What purpose was there in allowing him to keep going? 

One answer is based on the understanding that no prayer ever goes to waste. When 
tears are shed and requests are made, if it is not appropriate to grant them now, 
HaShem saves those prayers for when Klal Yisrael needs them. Who knows if even to 
this day, we are protected by the strength of those 515 prayers that Moshe offered? 

There is another explanation that is borne out by the Kinos we read on Tisha B’Av. We 
find the story of King Yoshiyahu who tried to rid the land of Israel of idolatry. He 
thought he’d succeeded and when Pharaoh wanted to cross through Israel to fight 
Syria, he refused to allow the sword of war into his land.  

Alas, there were scoffers who kept idolatrous images on the backs of their double 
doors and when the investigators left, they closed the doors and had an idol. Despite 
the Prophet’s directive to allow the Egyptians to cross, Yoshiyahu thought he was right 
and refused to let it. A war ensued and the king was brutally killed. 

One of our biggest mistakes historically is thinking we could make decisions on our 
own and not find out what HaShem wants of us. When the Navi told the King, “This is 
what HaShem wants,” he replied, “I don’t think so. This is what I think He wants and 
here’s my reasoning.” It was very logical, but it was wrong. 

HaShem therefore let Moshe pray so much and so long to show that even though 
Moshe was so convinced it was the right thing, when HaShem said, “No,” Moshe 
accepted it. This is how we must act. We must ensure that our actions are the ones 
HaShem wants us to do, and not merely be actions we want HaShem to want us to do. 

When we trust ourselves to HaShem’s care and understand that He is our loving 
father, master, and caretaker, then He can call us “My nation,” and we will be ready to 
receive the comfort and consolation He offers. 

A man visited an insane asylum and, in one room, found an inmate staring blankly at the 
wall and moaning, “Nechama’le, Nechama’le, how could you do this to me Nechama’le?”  
He asked the nurse for an explanation.  “At one time,” she said, “This fellow dated a 
woman named Nechama’le.  He really wanted to marry her but she left him and married 
someone else.  He lost it, and has been doing this ever since.” 

A bit down the hall, they came to another room.  Here too, a man was moaning, 
“Nechama’le, Nechama’le, how could you do this to me Nechama’le?”  Taken aback at this 
woman’s impact, the visitor asked, “What happened, did she dump him too?” 

“No,” replied the nurse. “That’s the guy she married.” 
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Mazel Tov! to  

Jeremy Kramer of Silver Spring 

and Lisa Ast of St. Louis/NYC  

upon your wedding.  
 

May you build a Bayis Ne’eman 

B’Yisrael and be a source of nachas 

to yourselves, your families, and 

HaKadosh Baruch Hu. 
 

There’s a million 

reasons but one will do. 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 


