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ָנֽה:  ַהֹחֶדׁש ַהֶּזה ָלֶכם ֹראׁש ֳחָדִׁשים ִראׁשֹון הּוא ָלֶכם ְלָחְדֵׁשי ַהּׁשָ
)יב' ב'(

This month shall be for you the beginning of the months;  
the first for you of the months of the year

Chazal say that this was the first Mitzvah 
ever given to Klal Yisrael; the Mitzvah of Kiddush 
Hachodesh. All of the other Mitzvos were given at 
Har Sinai.

Why was it significant for Klal Yisrael to receive 
this Mitzvah whilst they were still in Mitzrayim? And 
what message is there in this, for us, today?

The Ramban explains what really lies behind 
this Mitzvah. He asks, what does the Pasuk mean 
ָנה ַהּׁשָ ְלָחְדֵׁשי  ָלֶכם  הּוא   the first for you of the - ִראשֹון 
months of the year? The year surely begins in Tishri, 
as we know, with Rosh Hashanah; in what way is 
Nissan the first of the months?

He explains that indeed Nissan is not the first of 
the months of the year. Rather the Pasuk means that 
it is the first of the months from the Geula. Meaning, 
from Nissan we count how many months we are 
from the month of the Geula. Nissan being the first 
month of course, because that was when we were 
redeemed and then Iyar being the second etc.

He explains further that originally the months 
of the year were not known by their names Nissan, 
Iyar etc. Those are their Babylonian names that were 
only adopted by Klal Yisrael later in history. Before 
our time in Bavel, the months were referred to by 
their number and Nissan was number one, because 
we counted according to the months from the Geula.

And so this was the Mitzvah; to count from the 
first month of the Geula so that we will always 
remember Yetzias Mitzrayim. As the months would 
go by, we might have forgotten the huge display of 
Hashem’s Control over everything, which was so 

clear to us by Yetzias Mitzrayim. So the Torah gave 
us a Mitzvah to count the months according to when 
we were redeemed and that way every month, the 
Geulas Mitzrayim will always be remembered.

The Seforno points to a different word in the 
Pasuk, ָלֶכם yours. “From now on,” he writes, “the 
months are yours. You can do as you wish (with 
your time).”

This first month of Nissan marked the first time 
that Klal Yisrael would not be enslaved anymore. 
They would not be forced to spend their time and 
energy doing the will of their Egyptian masters. It 
was the first month of their freedom! ָלֶכם - it’s yours 
to choose!

But with this freedom, comes a responsibility; 
to choose wisely. We must ensure that we stay on 
track and look to fulfil our days and months with 
meaningful pursuits and not Chas Veshalom end up 
straying from the ways of the Torah.

One way that will ensure that we stay on track is 
to follow the words of the Ramban above. If every 
month we make sure to remember Yetzias Mitzrayim 
with all the Nissim that went on tat that time and 
all the revelations of Hashem that took place; we 
may also be reminded of the reason why Hashem 
actually freed us from Mitzrayim. As the Pasuk says 
in Shemos, ַהֶּזה ָההר  ַעל  ֶאת־ָהֱאֹלקים   to serve ַּתַעְבדּון 
Hashem on this mountain - to accept and to keep 
the Torah.

If we choose to stay focused in this way, we will 
surely use our time well and bring nachas ruach to 
the Boreh Yisborach.
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1. How many days was Makkas Choshech, the plague of darkness, for?

         Rachel Charitable Trust    

SEDRA 
SUMMARY
Thank you to Chabad.org

The Message 
of the 
Tefillin
Towards the end of our parsha, we have two of the four parshiyos 
of tefillin. The Torah emphasizes, in the pasuk: לאות לך   “והיה 
 על ידך ולזכרון בין עיניך למען תהיה תורת ה’ בפיך” )שמות
 that this daily mitzvah has the power to lead to a fulfillment ,יג:ט(
of all the mitzvos. What is its power? How does tefillin magically 
transform a person? 

Almost every detail of the laws of tefillin 
are categorized as מסיני למשה   given to us ,הלכה 
directly from Moshe Rabbenu himself. One of these 
halachos is that the tefillin must be black. Even if 
one had the ability to fashion golden tefillin, he is 
unable to fulfill the mitzvah with anything other 
than completely black tefillin. Is there any message 
that we can glean from this unusual law? 

Rav Avigdor Neventzhal shlita suggests that 
the secret lies in the property of the colour black. 
Black represents the complete absorption of visible 
light. It absorbs all colours shined on it, and thus 
represents the ultimate mekabel, the ultimate in 
accepting. That’s the message of tefillin, being the 
ultimate mekabel of the devar Hashem, shaping our 
lives to all the dictates which He sets forth. As the 
Mishna writes in Pirkei Avos, the goal of our lives 
is עשה רצונך רצונו, to mold our goals and aspirations 
into His goals and aspirations. That’s the secret of 
the black of our tefillin.

The story is told of the Vilna Gaon and his 
students who were once davening on a weekday 
morning. Governmental henchmen suddenly burst 
into the shul and were going to arrest them all, 
and cart them away to jail. The Vilna Gaon turned 
around, looked at the intruders, and they started 
shaking in horror and ran out without a word. The 
students were in shock. “What kind of magical 

incantation did you use on those men?” they asked 
their mentor. He replied “none, our salvation is 
written in an explicit Gemara. In Berachos 6a the 
Gemara tells us וראו כל עמי הארץ כי שם ה’ נקרא עליך“  
ויראו ממך” ותניא רבי אלעזר הגדול אומר אלו תפילין שבראש.

The passuk, and the accompanying derasha, 
describes how the tefillin inspires fear and 
trepidation in the hearts of the other nations. “So 
that’s what happened”, explained the Vilna Gaon. 

“But we are also wearing tefillin” cried the students. 
“Why didn’t it work for us?” The Vilna Gaon smiled 
and said that we need to read the Gemoro very 
carefully. It doesn’t say אלו תפילין שעל הראש, but אלו 
 The tefillin in the head! The message !תפילין שבראש
of the tefillin needs to seep into our heads. The 
message of being an ultimate servant of Hashem, 
of being a mekabel, an acceptor of the yoke of 
Heaven, one who shapes his life by the dictates 
of the Torah. That type of uplifted person would 
indeed inspire awe into anyone he encounters. 

Every mitzvah, and every detail of every mitzvah, 
was given by Hashem to purify us, to raise us, to 
uplift us. We are tefillin Jews, and we are black 
tefillin Jews. We live our lives according to a Divine 
standard, and we relish the opportunity to serve 
Him on a daily basis. May we always merit the 
siyata dishmaya to be called ovdei Hashem in the 
fullest sense of the word. 

The last three of the Ten makkos 
are visited on Egypt: a swarm 
of locusts devours all the crops 

and greenery; a thick, palpable 
darkness envelops the land; and all 
the firstborn of Egypt are killed at the 
stroke of midnight of the 15th of the 
month of Nissan.

Hashem commands the first mitzvah 
to be given to the Bnei Yisrael: to 
establish a calendar based on the 
monthly rebirth of the moon. The Bnei 
Yisrael are also instructed to bring a 
Korban Pesach: a lamb or kid is to be 
slaughtered, and its blood sprinkled 
on the doorposts and lintel of every 
Jewish home, so that Hashem should 
pass over these homes when He 
comes to kill the Egyptian firstborn. 
The roasted meat of the offering is 
to be eaten that night together with 
matzah and bitter herbs.

The death of the firstborn finally 
breaks Pharaoh’s resistance, and he 
literally drives the Bnei Yisrael from 
his land. So hastily do they depart 
that there is no time for their dough to 
rise, and the only provisions they take 
along are unleavened. Before they 
go, they ask their Egyptian neighbours 
for gold, silver and garments—fulfilling 
the promise made to Avraham that his 
descendants would leave Egypt with 
great wealth.

The Bnei Yisrael are commanded 
to consecrate all firstborn, and to 
observe the anniversary of Yetzias 
Mitzrayim each year by removing all 
chametz from their possession for 
seven days, eating matzah, and telling 
the story of their redemption to their 
children. They are also commanded 
to wear tefillin on the arm and head 
as a reminder of the Exodus and their 
commitment to Hashem.

Parshah
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2. What is the new start found in Parshas Bo?
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It all centres around 
family

A few years ago, a teacher I know was 
searching for an interesting dilemma to help 
him with a lesson he was preparing. Finally, 
he stumbled upon an article where the author 
asked a question which takes different forms 
but ultimately the same end; what is the 
greatest threat facing the Jewish People today? 
The author noted that most responses centred 
around anti-Semitism or intermarriage. My 
friend commented, after asking a number of 
his classes this question, that the response 
from the vast majority of students was always 
anti-Semitism or intermarriage. The author 
made a fascinating insight that these two 
responses were more likely to drive people 
away from Judaism rather than draw them 
in, especially the youth. Building Jewish 
identity on Anti-Semitism paints us as the 
perpetual victim and concentrating too much 
on intermarriage makes us out to be a people 
in danger of extinction. Two completely 
negative responses based on how others 
view us. Interestingly, the author proposed a 
different answer to the question explaining 
that a confused sense of Jewish identity and 
purpose is the greatest challenge the Jewish 
people face today.

This week’s Parsha begins with the climax 
of the final three plagues. Beginning with 
the plague of locust Moshe is sent yet again 
to Pharaoh to demand the release of the 
Bnei Yisrael that they may go out and serve 
Hashem. Once in front of Pharaoh, Moshe 
paints the grim reality that awaits Mitzrayim 
should he fail to listen to Hashem. There will 
be locust swarming throughout the land so 
much so that people will not be able to see the 
ground. They will consume what is left of the 
crops and fill the houses of Mitzrayim. After 
delivering his message Moshe and Aharon 
leave and something very surprising happens; 
Pharaoh’s servants for the first-time question 
him and begin to revolt! ‘How long will this be 

a snare for us? Send out the men that they may 
serve Hashem, their G-d! Can’t you see that 
Mitzrayim is lost!’ What is maybe even more 
surprising is that Pharaoh actually listens to 
them! Moshe and Aharon are brought back 
to Pharaoh’s court where he tells them to go 
and serve Hashem but he wants to know who 
is going. Moshe informs him that everyone is 
going; men, women, children, flocks and cattle 
because it is a festival to Hashem. Pharaoh 
tells Moshe and Aaron that he will not let the 
women and children go rather if you seek to 
serve Hashem let just the men go before they 
are thrown out. 

One has to ask where were Pharaoh’s 
servants? Why did they not speak up and 
protest this time? How has Pharaoh answered 
his servants challenge? 

The Chasam Sofer presents a novel insight 
into this dialogue. The essence of religion and 
the role people play within it is being debated 
by Moshe and Pharaoh. Within Mitzrayim, 
religion was the province of the priests and 
men who participated in and conducted the 
religious experience. So, Pharaoh’s servants 
when challenging him are saying just give 
them a festival since that is all they want. 
Pharaoh calls Moshe and Aharon back and 
tells them if all you want is a festival then 
go and let the men serve Hashem. Rabbeinu 
Bachaye explains using Shemos Rabba that 
it was the way of young men and elders in 
Mitzrayim to offer sacrifices to their gods. 
Moshe’s response is so foreign and strange 
to Pharaoh because in Pharaoh’s way of 
understanding a religious festival, women and 
children have no place there. Pharaoh servants 
are equally as surprised as he is and therefore 
offer no challenge. 

This understanding demonstrates what is 
at the foundation of Judaism, namely family. 
One need only look at Pesach to understand 
this idea. The Korban Pesach was brought as 

families and groups. Furthermore, the entire 
seder is centred around the family and the 
sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim when our children 
show up at the table with notebooks of divrei 
Torah about the seder, where we use sweets 
and all sorts of different ideas to ensure the 
whole family remains a part of the festival 
experience. As Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch 
comments when Moshe tells Pharaoh that 
even the children are going out to celebrate 
this festival, ‘The community is found within 
each one of us’.

This is not the first time the importance of 
family has been demonstrated in sefer Shemos. 
At the very beginning we are told that Yaakov 
and his sons came to Mitzrayim באו וביתו   איש 
each man and his house; as families, they 
came to Mitzrayim. Rav Wolbe zt’’l notes in his 
sefer Ben Sheshes le’asor or Olam Hayedidus 
that there are many important institutions in 
Judaism such as the monarchy, Sanhendrin, 
Beis Hamikdosh, synagogues and yeshivos. 
He explains further that Klal Yisroel has 
existed for 2000 thousands of years without 
most of them and how it is very difficult for 
the Jewish community to endure without a 
beis midrash or synagogue. Even with all their 
importance to and impact on the Jewish People 
there is one institution that if it ceased to exist 
so too would the Jewish people, and that is 
the Jewish family. It is through the family that 
we teach and pass on love and dedication of 
Torah. It is through family we teach and pass 
on our desire to grow in avodas Hashem. It 
is through family we teach and educate our 
children to have care and concern for others. 

I don’t know what the greatest challenge 
facing the Jewish People is today but what I do 
know is that the Jewish family is our greatest 
asset. The family is the means by which we 
educate and raise healthy and grounded 
children, and ensure the continuation of the 
Jewish People for generations to come.

Parshah
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3. Why are so many mitzvahs remembering the leaving from Mitzrayim?

T
he first mitzvah given to the Jewish People as a nation was 
Kiddush HaChodesh, the command to sanctify the months, 
calculate leap years and fix the festivals (Shemos 12:2 / Sefer 
HaChinuch, Mitzvah 4). Why did Hashem designate this as 

the mitzvah that would inaugurate our national life, and what was its 
relevance at this particular moment in our history?

Our birth as a nation occurred as we emerged from slavery to freedom, 
when our perception of and relationship with time was to go through a 
radical change. Generally speaking, any mitzvah we do takes place in a 
particular moment in time. However, the mitzvah of ‘Kiddush HaChodesh’ 
represents the sanctification of time itself, for, as the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
 writes: “every moment within a given month is dependent on the זצ"ל
exact time at which that month begins.” (Likutei Sichos vol.26 p.5ff, 
Chumash Kol Menachem, Rabbi Chaim Miller, p.407) As we left slavery 
and became a free people Hashem felt it necessary to give us a mitzvah 
to bolster our new awareness of time.

Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik זצ"ל writes that, “A slave is relieved of 
the requirement to observe time-related mitzvos because he lacks time-
consciousness. Time-awareness is the singular faculty of the free man, 
who can use or abuse it. To a slave, it is a curse or a matter of indifference. 
It is not an instrument which he can harness to his purposes.” (Reflections 
of the Rav, Volume One pp.200-202) 

For this reason, 
the first mitzvah 
given to the Jewish 
People in Egypt was 
the setting up of 
the Jewish calendar. 
Giving the Jews a mitzvah that would heighten their awareness of time 
was a necessity just before they left Egypt; it was an important gift that 
would help them transform smoothly from slaves with a slave mentality, 
with little hope and anticipation for the future, to free people with an 
awareness of their place in time and their new ability to use it and to look 
forward to the new life that awaited them.

The concept of time is fundamental to innumerable aspects of 
Torah life, such that ‘time-awareness’ and observant Jewish living are 
inseparable. There is a beautiful passage in Rabbi Soloveitchik’s famous 
work ‘Halakhic Man’ that conveys perfectly and poetically the relationship 
between Halochoh and time:

“When halakhic man looks to the western horizon and sees the fading 
rays of the setting sun or to the eastern horizon and sees the first light of 
dawn and the glowing rays of the rising sun, he knows that this sunset 
or sunrise imposes upon him anew obligations and commandments. 
Dawn and sunrise obligate him to fulfil those commandments that are 
performed during the day: the recitation of the morning Shema, tzitzit, 
tefillin, the morning prayer, etrog, shofar, Hallel, and the like. They 
make the time fit for the carrying out of certain halakhic practices: 
Temple service, acceptance of testimony, conversion, chalitza, etc., etc. 
Sunset imposes upon him those obligations and commandments that 
are performed during the night: the recitation of the evening Shema, 
matza, the counting of the omer, etc. Halakhic man…knows that it is 
the moon that determines the times of the months and thus of all the 
Jewish seasons and festivals, and this determination must rely upon 
astronomical calculations.” (Halakhic Man, Rabbi J. B. Soloveitchik 
pp.20-21)

There is a footnote to this last point in Rabbi S. R. Hirsch’s 
commentary on Shemos (albeit Rabbi Hirsch zt’’l died in 1888, 15 years 
before Rav Soloveitchik was born in 1903). Rav Hirsch writes that it is not 
the “objective astronomical certainty” of the phases of the moon that is 
desired as much as our “subjective taking note of it.” “The moon,” writes 
Rav Hirsch, “finding itself again in conjunction with the sun is only to 
be a model for our finding ourselves with G-d, the rejuvenation of the 
moon a picture of, and an incentive to, our own rejuvenation.” (Rabbi S.R. 
Hirsch, Commentary on Shemos, p.125)

“…each time the moon finds the sun again, each time it receives its 
rays of light afresh, G-d wants His people to find Him again and to be 
illuminated with fresh rays of His light…” (Ibid.)

Finally, perhaps we can suggest that, in its very essence, the 
institution of a ‘Seder (order) Night’ recognises and celebrates Rav 
Soloveitchik’s ‘time awareness’ idea; for is it not so that our ability to 
perform a set of rituals in a defined order necessarily depends upon our 
active relationship with time and our ability and freedom to harness it to 
our personal advantage?

In Memory of my Dear Parents, a”h  
Yitzchok Ben Nachman Halevi a”h 

 and Yenta Bas Yisroel a”h 
לעלוי נשמת יצחק בן נחמן הלוי ע”ה
ולעלוי נשמת יענטע בת ישראל ע”ה 

LOCATION:
8 QUEENS RD, NW4 2TH

Dayan Yehonoson D. Hool Shli”tah: 
Commercial Arbitration in Bet Din
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4. When else in the year do we read in the Torah from Parshas Bo?

Fool me once, shame on you. 
Fool me twice, shame on me.

I
t is fascinating to see how toddlers can 
learn quite fast what actions are safe to do 
and what actions will bring them harm, and 
therefore they will refrain from repeating 

noxious behaviour. A few months ago, we were 
making Havdalah and our cute eighteen-month-
old baby boy was trying to play with the flame. 
Instead of creating a whole fuss and getting into 
a ‘power struggle’ with him, I decided to try a new 
tactic. I would let him slowly come a drop closer 
and see if he would instinctively realize that this 
is not such an enjoyable toy. Something amazing 
happened, my son approached the flame, started 
to feel the heat and he immediately withdrew his 
hand. Since that occurrence, when it comes time 
for making Havdalah, he sits on my lap and does 
not even attempt to play with the fire. He learned 
a very simple lesson very quickly: fire hurts, it is 
better not to come close to it.

In this week’s parsha, we finally see Pharaoh 
crumble under the tremendous pressure 
inflicted by the three final plagues. Egypt was 
hit from all sides; their water was turned into 
blood, they were attacked by wild animals, their 
livestock perished, their crops were infested 
with locust, hail destroyed their properties and 
if that was not enough, all firstborns were dying 
simultaneously. Faced with no other alternative, 
Pharaoh tells Moshe to convey to the Jews the 
long-overdue message, ‘you are free to go’. 

There is one specific aspect of Pharaoh’s 
behaviour that is very puzzling. The ten plagues 
that Egypt received, did not hit them by surprise. 
Not only did Pharaoh know in advance that a 
plague was about to strike Egypt, but he also 
had the ability to prevent it! In fact, Pharaoh’s 
sorceress and consultants pleaded to him out 
of desperation: “please let them go, you are 
destroying Egypt!” Pharaoh could have avoided 
the whole fiasco by simply letting the Jews go!

Albert Einstein is credited for defining 
insanity as follows: “doing the same thing 
over and over again and expecting different 
results.” Why was Pharaoh so stubborn? What 
was he trying to accomplish? Didn’t he realize 
that his attitude was getting him nowhere? 
Didn’t he realize that his silly demeanour was 
destroying Egypt? What was motivating him to 
act so insanely?

A few friends of mine have a very peculiar 
habit, when the time comes to break a fast, they 
completely lose control of themselves; they eat 
and eat until they cannot move, feel sick, and 
want to throw up. At that moment they make 
a vow: “Next fast, I will not repeat the same 
mistake. I am going to break the fast with a 
cup of tea and a slice of cake. Nothing more!” 
Next fast arrives and once again they find 
themselves to be starving, when they finally see 
food, goodbyes vows, goodbye promises, they 
are back into their old habit of gulping down 
everything they see, until they feel just as sick 
as the previous time.

This enigmatic and perplexing behaviour 
that Pharaoh displays, is one that we 
periodically find ourselves to be guilty of. How 
many times do people repeat negative practices 
knowing well in advance that the outcome will 
not be a pleasant one-overeating, smoking, 
procrastinating etc? How many times we 
admonish our children knowing beforehand 
that the method we will employ will only create 
tension and stress-as proven from previous 
antecedents? How many times do we repeat the 
same destructive behaviour with our spouse 
knowing in advance that the outcome will not 
be the one desired? What motivates this self-
destructive behaviour?

The answer to this conundrum is quite 
straightforward which is why it is so difficult 
and challenging in first place. The source for 
Pharaoh’s erratic and harmful behaviour was 
his lack of awareness. He was lacking the 
awareness that he was making decisions, that 
those decisions carried a lot of weight that his 
decisions made a difference, and in fact, they 
made all the difference.

Had Pharaoh only asked himself the 
following set of questions, the plagues which 
ultimately led to the utter obliteration of the 
Egyptian Empire could have been avoided. 
1. What am I doing? - Awareness that he was 
making a decision? 2. What are the ramifications 
and consequences that my decision will have? 
Awareness that the decision he was making were 
important? 3. How should I respond? Awareness 
that his decision made a difference. 4. Is this 
decision the one that will accomplish the best 
and expected outcome? Awareness that his 
decision could have made all the difference.

We often find ourselves in situations that 
are aggravating, irritating and exasperating. It 
may be a stressful relationship, lack of proper 
communication between husband and wife, 
feeling sick because of our unhealthy eating 
habits, or being unhappy with the mediocre 
results of our actions due to our lethargic nature. 
The solution is not depression, medication or 
making an appointment with a psychologist, the 
solution is awareness. The key to rid ourselves 
from our negative traits, and self-destructive 
behaviour is to constantly live with this 
awareness; the awareness that we are constantly 
making decisions, that those decisions are 
important, that they make a difference, and in 
fact, they may make all the difference. 

Parshah

Rabbi  
Chaim Leizorek
The Jerusalem Kolel
The author can be contacted at chaimleizorek@hotmail.com
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5. Who died as a result of Makkas Bechoros, the plague of the firstborns?

Thoughts for those who 
are about to be Bar-mitzvah 
(and those of us who already are)

R
ecently I was in a shul when a 
boy put on tefillin for the first 
time for davening. Watching the 
boy with his Simcha and obvious 

appreciation of the mitzvah I thought of the 
discussions whether one says ‘Shehecheyanu 
the first time one puts on tefillin.

The Chasam Sofer held that the brocho is 
recited when one does a mitzvah for the first 
time after becoming obligated, therefore one 
says Shehecheyanu upon putting on tefillin 
only on your bar mitzvah day. Apparently 
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt’’l’ s sons 
started laying tefillin a month before their 
bar mitzvahs, but he explicitly told them that 
he was not giving them tefillin until their 
bar mitzvah day. He would then give them 
tefillin as a present and instruct them to say 
Shehecheyanu, covering both the laying and 
the acquisition of the tefillin.

Regardless of whether Shecheyanu is said, 
we should never lose the appreciation of the 
mitzvah. Rambam (Tefillin 4:25) says that the 
tefillin’s sanctity is so great that when one has 
tefillin on his head and arm, he is led in the 
path of modesty and fear of Heaven. Tefillin 
protect us from bad thoughts and direct our 
hearts toward truth and righteousness.

Whilst Parasha Bo is famous for the last 
Makkos and Yetzias Mitzrayim it is, of course, 
the parasha where we are given the mitzvah of 
tefillin and told ‘And it shall be for you a sign 
on your arm and a reminder between your eyes, 
so that Hashem’s Torah may be in your mouth, 
for with a strong hand Hashem removed you 
from Mitzrayim’. (Shemos 13:9) How does 
wearing tefillin ensure that the Torah will 
be “in our mouths”? What is the connection 
between tefillin and the yetzias Mitzrayim? 
What could be the lesson for us and the soon 
to be barmitzvah young man?

Yetzias Mitzrayim was not just a one-off 
event, it is a continuous, ongoing act. There 
were Nissim that took place in Mitzrayim but 
this was not an isolated, contained occurrence 
rather the beginning of the revelation of Yad 
Hashem publicly to the world. The impact 
of yetzias Mitzrayim continues to resonate 
throughout the ages.

Before wrapping tefillin on the arm, we 
reflect that this mitzvah commemorates 

Hashem’s zero’a netuya which took us out of 
Mitzrayim. The word “zero’a” comes from the 
root zera, meaning ’seed.’ Rav Kook suggests 
that Yetzias Mitzrayim was a holy seed, planted 
at that point in time. That wondrous event 
initiated the dissemination of its message 
over the generations. As we bind the tefillin 
to our arms, we are reminded of Hashem’s 

“outstretched arm,” the inner Godliness that 
continually develops and perfects the world.

Rav Kook also explains the concept of the 
yad chazakah. This indicates a second, deeper 
connection between the mitzvah of tefillin 
and Yetzias Mitzrayim serving to combat the 
debasement of life, which threatened to drown 
humanity in the depths of its crassness and 
vulgarity. Since the materialistic side of life is 
so compelling, it was necessary for Hashem 
to reveal a “strong arm” to overcome our base 
nature, and allow the light of our inner holiness 
to shine from within. By wearing tefillin we 
transform the coarse and profane aspects 
of life into strength and vitality, revealing an 
inner life beautiful in its holiness.

To counteract societal influences, we 
need to make a strong effort so that Torah 
will remain in our minds and hearts. Tefillin 
evoke the signs and miracles of our release 
from Mitzrayim. We must engrave the legacy 
of those miracles on all aspects of life and 
transform our coarse nature to a holy one. 
Then the Torah will naturally be “in your 
mouth,” in the thoughts and reflections of 
the heart.

Rabbi Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev in 
Kedushas Levi draws another fascinating 
lesson about the link between Yetzias 

Mitzrayim and Tefillin allowing him to declare 
that ‘‘the mouth was only created to speak 
words of Torah and to be melamed zechus, to 
advocate on behalf of Klal Yisroel.’’

The Berditchever asks a simple question. 
The Torah speaks about ‘Chag HaMatzos’ so 
why do we refer to ‘Pesach’? His response 
is fascinating, Chazal tell us that Hashem 
wears tefillin containing the possuk ‘Mi 
k’amcha Yisroel’. Our tefillin contain praises 
of Hashem and recount Yetzias Mitzayim. 
Complementary concepts. We are told that 
we must never be mei’siach da’as from our 
tefillin. The Berditchover explains this to mean 
being occupied with praising Hashem, being 
occupied with praising Klal Yisroel or both but 
never forgetting about tefillin.

Since the Torah is Hashem’s word it strives 
to praise Klal Yisroel at every opportunity. 
When Hashem ordered Klal Yisroel to leave 
Mitzrayim, the people responded so quickly 
that the dough was baked on their backs. No 
questions or arguments. Hashem said ‘Go’, 
they went. The Torah calls Pesach ‘Chag 
HaMatzos’ to praise the way we reacted 
promptly to the command. We, in turn, are 
busy praising Hashem so we call the Chag 

‘Pesach’, which means to ‘skip over’ and refers 
to the chessed Hashem did in safeguarding us 
during Makkas Bechoros.

As R’ Levi Yitzchak teaches, we need to 
ensure that we constantly have praise on our 
lips- praise for the lofty nation that we are 
privileged to be part of and praise for Hashem 
who, out of his love and kindness, created us 
and gave us the Torah which guides us on the 
path to perfection.

Parshah

Rabbi Alan Wilkinson
Rabbi, Great Ormond Street Hospital
The author can be contacted at genesisasw@gmail.com
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Thank you to  
Boruch Kahan 
bkahan47@yahoo.co.uk

QUESTION 

The last Mishna of the third Perek of Rosh Hashono tells us of two 
important lessons of Emunah that Bnei Yisroel had.

The first was the story of the Milchemes Amolek that occurs in next 
week’s Parsha. The second was that of the copper snake that comes 

in Parshas Chukas. 

 However there is a Chazal that brings down a third instance that was 
not included in the Mishnah that comes in this week’s Parsha.

 What is that incident and where is that Chazal?

CLUE 

Think of the Pessukim of “jumping over houses”.
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6. What is the significance that the Jews count the lunar and not the solar year? 

Dogs that Sing, Cry, 
Laugh & Anticipate 
Moshiach

A 
story is told about a Rabbi who 
was visiting less religious schools 
and youth groups introducing 
them to the shofar and its sounds 

in preparation for Rosh Hashana. On one 
particular day he found himself outdoors in 
someone’s garden blowing shofar in front of 
a bunch of kids. As he was blowing a dog 
appeared behind the Rabbi, sat down on its 
haunches and stared at him intently. As he 
blew the sound of Tekia the dog responded 
with a howl pretty similar to a Tekia. Everyone 
was amazed. The dog went on to howl some 
type of Shevarim and so on. Clearly the shofar 
sounds spoke to the dog. What possible 
connection can there be between a dog and 
the highly spiritual shofar blasts?

In Perek Shira1, Perek 6, at the end of the 
section for insects and wild animals the dog 
(Celev) is mentioned. The dog’s Possuk is 
from Tehilim 95:

 .‘ֹּבאּו ִנְׁשַּתֲֽחֶוה ְוִנְכָרָעה נְבְרָכה ִלְֽפֵני־ה ֹעֵׂשֽנּו‘ 
Essentially this Possuk means, ‘let us bow 
and kneel before Hashem who made us’. 

A Medrash from The Yalkut Shimoni is then 
quoted; In short Reb Yeshaya (Talmid of Reb 
Chanina ben Dosa) questions the right of the 
dogs to sing this beautiful Shira, to which he 
was given a response by a Malach Hashem 
based on a Possuk in Parshas Bo:

 ‘ּוְלֹכל ׀ ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֹלא ֶיֱֽחַרץ־ֶּכֶלב ְלֹׁשנֹו’

1 A collection of Pesukim from Tenach attributed to all aspects 
of creation, such as the stars, heavens, rivers, plant life, birds, 
insects and animals, written by Dovid Hamelech after he wrote 
Tehillim

“and to all Bnei Yisroel the dog did not wag 
their tongues to bark.” 

The Sefer Otzros HaTorah deepens the 
question of Reb Yeshaya. All the creations 
sing a Shira relevant to their strengths and 
unique abilities. If that is the case, how is 
it possible for a dog who is seen to be an 
animal of Azus2, as the Possuk in Yeshaya 
56 says ’ָׂשְבָעה ָיְדעּו  ֹלא  ַעֵּזי-ֶנֶפׁש   sing ,‘ְוַהְּכָלִבים 
a Shira which is all about Anava (humility). 
He continues and explains that the dogs of 
Mitzrayim were unique in the sense that they 
went against their primal nature, they engaged 
in Kibush Hayetzer. A dog’s natural reaction to 
sensing and smelling corpses3 is to get excited, 
presumably about the potential food source. A 
dog is also known to react to noise4. Both of 
these would lead to vociferous barking and 
tail wagging yet the dogs were eerily quiet 
on the night of redemption for Klal Yisroel. 
Midda Kneged Midda. If they could restrain 
themselves against their own nature, they 
deserve to sing a Shira of Anava even though 
they are Azei Hanefesh5. 

On the topic of the Dogs in Mitzrayim the 
Gilyonei Yoel6 brings a Gemara in Baba Kama 
60. If you hear dogs crying then it’s a sign 
the Malach Hamoves is in town, if you hear 
them laughing then Eliyahu Hanovi is in town. 
On a light note he suggests that the dogs of 
Mitzrayim were confused. The Mitzriyim were 
dying giving them a reason to cry but the 
Yidden were miraculously living so maybe 
they should be laughing. Since they couldn’t 
work it out, they just stayed quiet. On a more 

serious note he explains as follows; Dogs 
make noise for two reasons, either they 
feel the Malach Hamoves or they feel 
Eliyahu Hanovi. Essentially if they feel a 
Malach Hashem they bark for good or for 
bad. In Mitzrayim they had both reasons 

2 The Azus (brazenness) would appear to come from its 
desire to eat and never feeling satisfied – Metzudas Dovid
3 Shach and Oznaim LaTorah 
4 Gilyonei Yoel on Drashos Chasam Sofer
5 I would like to suggest; a dog is call ‘Celev’ the same 
letters as ‘Colev’ from the Tzadikei Hameraglim. It is 
suggested that Colev is short for ‘Kol Halev’ all the heart. 
Colev was faithful to H’shem, Moshe Rabbeinu and the 
Bnei Yisroel. Likewise a dog is faithful to its master and 
to H’shem its creator but it may show Azuz to others in 
protection of and faithfulness to, its master
6 Reb Yoel Leib Halevi Herzog from Lomza and eventually 
in Leeds England

to bark, there was plenty death but happiness 
too both for being saved from Makas Bechoros 
and for being redeemed. There should have 
been a barking concerto. Instead, there was 
just silence – why? It wasn’t the Malach this 
time it was Hashem himself. Dogs can sense 
the spirituality of a Malach but not of Hashem 
himself. That is not built into their DNA.

The problem with the approach of the 
Gilyonei Yoel is the reward that was later given 
to the dogs for keeping quiet. It is well known 
that the dogs were given rights to treife meat 
as a reward for not barking at the Yidden when 
leaving Mitzrayim. This makes sense if they 
did something special to deserve it but if they 
just couldn’t sense Hashem why should they 
be rewarded?

I would like to suggest the following. The 
dog reacts on 2 levels. On a physical level it 
should have reacted to the presence of corpses 
and to the noise of the shouting Mitzriyim who 
found their firstborns dead that night. For the 
restraint exhibited they acquired the reward 
of treife meat. On a spiritual level they might 
have reacted to a Malach Hashem but in this 
case they couldn’t because it wasn’t a Malach 
it was Hashem himself.

It is clear then that a dog has some spiritual 
sensitivity. In fact the Sefer Oznaim LaTorah 
writes that the reason the dogs laugh when 
Eliyahu Hanovi is in town is because of what 
happened in Mitzrayim. The dogs sensed the 
Geula and received a reward, they anticipate 
receiving another opportunity for reward when 
Moshiach arrives. Perhaps the dog responded 
to the shofar sounds for the same reason. The 
shofar of Rosh Hashana after all is also a 
reminder the Shofar Shel Moshiach.

As with all His creations Hashem wants us 
to learn from the dog that He created in our 
world. We should be willing to overcome our 
natural inclinations, prepare to lower ourselves 
in humility in order to praise Hashem, activate 
our spiritual sensitivity to the shofar sounds 
and look forward in anticipation of the coming 
of Moshiach. Bimheiro Beyomeinu.

Lilui Nishmas 
Saba Meir ben Avraham

Parshah

Rabbi  
Meyer Amar
Hasmonean High School
The author can be contacted at 2binspirednow@gmail.com
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ANSWER  
FROM LAST WEEK

In Perek 9 Possuk 31-- 
the Makkoh of Borod 
--the Possuk clearly 

has the following order 
Statement A B Clarification 

B A “Vehapishtoh (A) 
Vehaseoiroh (B) Nukosoh 

Ki Haseoiroh (B) Oviv 
Vehapishtoh (A) Givol.
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 ANSWERS
1. Rashi (10:22) brings that it consisted of two groups of three, making six days. 

Other plagues were for seven days. Therefore some say that the seventh day of 
darkness took place when the Egyptians chased the Jews in the sea. However, 
the Ibn Ezra and Rashbam say that the double mention of three days is an 
explanation. This means that really the plague was only for three days.

2. Rashi at the beginning of Bereishis says that the Torah should have really 
started from Parshas Bo since this is where the first mitzvah is said to all the 
Jews.

3. The Ramban at the end of Parshas Bo explains that it is a foundation for 
our belief. Hashem openly revealed He is in charge of the world by Yetzias 
Mitzrayim and from this we realise that this remains true despite the cloud of 
nature that hides Him.

4. We read parts from Parshas Bo for the Maftir for Parshas HaChodesh and also 
for the reading for the first day of Pesach as well as the reading for the first day 
of Chol Hamoed Pesach.

5. Every firstborn child even from just one parent and if none were found in the 
house then the oldest one would die. (Rashi 12:30) This is besides those who 
died as a result of the revolt by the firstborns who killed those who objected 
to releasing the Jews. This happened when they heard the next plague would 
have them killed. (Pirkei De Rebbi Eliezer 48).

6. The lunar year sees the moon changing – it has ups and downs and renews 
itself each month. This reflects the pattern of the Jewish Nation throughout 
history. However, as we express in Kiddush Levana we daven for a spiritual 
renewal.
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PHARAOH AND AVRAHAM 
Shemos, 12:29-30: “And it was at midnight 

that Hashem smote every firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh sitting 

on his throne to the firstborn of the captive 
who was in the dungeon, and every firstborn 
animal. Pharaoh got up at midnight, he and 
all his servants and all Egypt, and there was 
a great outcry in Egypt, for there was not a 

house where there was no corpse.”

Rashi, 12:30: sv. And Pharaoh got up: “From 
his bed.”

After experiencing nine plagues, Pharaoh 
was warned by Moshe Rabbeinu that the most 
devastating of all the plagues, the death of 
the firstborn would smite Egypt.1 When this 
promise was fulfilled, the Torah seemingly 
superfluously tells us that Pharaoh got up; 
Rashi tells us where he got up from – his bed. 
This ostensibly innocuous point reveals to us 
yet another layer lesson that can be derived 
from Pharaoh’s behavior. The Sifsei Tzaddik2 
explains that the Torah is coming to highlight 
the incredible stubbornness of this evil man. 
Moshe had time and again correctly predicted 
terrible plagues so when he warned that the 
first-born would die that night, Pharaoh should 
have been extremely worried – indeed he was 
a first-born himself3. Yet he was so convinced 

1 Shemos, 11:4, Rashi, dh: vayomer Moshe.
2 Written by the Piltzer Rebbe, quoted in Tallelei Oros, Shemos, 

12:30.
3 He was spared in order that he see the full extent of the Exodus. 

However, his beloved first-born son did perish.

that nothing would happen that he was able to 
have a peaceful night’s sleep!

This provides us with another example of 
Pharaoh’s warped reasoning – he consistently 
prevented his mind from interpreting events in 
a logical fashion, one that would have caused 
him to have considerable concern (to put it 
mildly), about Moshe’s newest prediction. Yet 
he was able to shrug off all logic and somehow 
rationalize that nothing would happen – this 
enabled him to have a good night’s sleep until 
he was so rudely interrupted.

We see in an earlier episode in the Torah 
how another person was also apparently 
able to have a good night’s sleep when in a 
situation where almost no else would have 
been able to do so; Avraham Avinu. He was 
commanded by Hashem to offer up his 
beloved son, Yitzchak Avinu: The Torah tells 
us that he got up early that morning do fulfill 
G-d’s instructions.4 The obvious implication is 
that he, like Pharaoh, slept perfectly well that 
night. On consideration, this is remarkable – 
the most worthy of us would surely be unable 
to sleep the night before such a difficult 
undertaking; we would be racked with worry, 
and perhaps spend much of the night praying 

– yet Avraham went to sleep. Clearly, whereas 
Pharaoh’s sleep demonstrated his lowliness, 
that of Avraham provides yet another example 

4 Bereishis, 22:3.

of his unfathomable greatness. He didn’t 
understand why Hashem wanted him to offer 
up his own son, especially when Hashem 
had told him that Yitzchak would be the child 
who would inherit the spiritual legacy that 
Avraham left. Yet he had complete menuchas 
hanefesh (calmness) because he was so real 
with the fact that Hashem is all-powerful and 
all-giving, therefore there was nothing to worry 
about. Accordingly he was able to sleep as if 
he had nothing to worry about.

Pharaoh teaches about a resistance to 
events in the face of logic which enabled him 
to sleep well in the face of obvious catastrophe. 
From his negative example we learn the 
perils of ignoring Hashem’s messages to us – 
whether it be through miraculous intervention 
to save the Jewish people from our enemies, or 
personal messages to us telling us to change 
our ways. We are also affected on some level 
by Pharaoh’s flaw and we fail to be moved by 
events surrounding us. The extreme example 
of Pharaoh can hopefully help us to notice this 
failing in ourselves on our own level, and try to 
spiritually awaken ourselves to be more alert 
to Hashem’s communication with us. On the 
other hand, we learn from Avraham the correct 
way to react when there is nothing one can do 
to change the given situation is to have a calm 
appreciation that everything Hashem does is 
for the best. 

Parshah

Rabbi  
Yehonasan Gefen

Rabbi for Keter HaTorah
The author can be contacted at gefen123@inter.net.il
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