
The Mishna in Avos teaches us (4:21) that jealousy, lusting, and seeking honor 

remove a person from the world. When we look at Behalosecha, Shlach and Korach, 

the three parshiyos that precede Chukas you will see that the Mishnah come alive.  

First in Behalosecha the pasuk says “they traveled from the mountain of Hashem.” 

Chazal expound on those words, explaining “that they ran from Har Sinai like a child 

runs from school.” Immediately following the Torah tells us about the Misavim,  

where people from Klal Yisrael desired more delectable  food. The pasuk says the 

name of the place that they were buried was called Kivros Taveah (11:34) “because 

there they buried the people who had been craving.”  

The next Parsha is Shelach in which we encounter the meraglim who sought honor.   

Finally in Parshas Korach the danger of Jealousy was showcased.  

It is now clear how Parshas Chukas, ties these all together. Many ask why isn’t 

Chukas, that deals with a korbon  in Sefer Vaykra which focuses on Korbanos? Rav 

Baruch Boker says when a Jew runs from Torah he is very prone to fall into these 

three pursuits. The last three weeks, Yidden fell into the trap of jealousy, lusting, and 

seeking honor.  Therefore we follow those misdeeds with the words,  “Zos chukas 

Hatorah” to rectify those sins, one must  come back to the Torah. That is the only 

way to control ones ill midos and desires. 

 

People are always looking for ways to retain their learning. They 

try methods of review, make calendars and schedules. The 

Klausenberger Rebbi says the key to remembering your learning 

is in the first Pasuk of this week’s Parsha. The first Pasuk writes 

“Zos Chukas Hatorah” the Rebbi askes the famous question. 

Why does the Torah write” Chukas HaTorah’ why not chukas 

haparah? 

This is because the Torah wanted to teach us something about 

Torah learning specifically with regard to remembering ones 

Torah.  There are three things a person could do to insure 

retention of Torah.  

1. Review the material 101 times.  

2. The Arizal writes to try to have the name of Hashem in your 

mind when you start to learn. 

3. Learn out loud not with a whisper.  

The Rebbi says all three things are alluded to in the Pasuk. “Zos” 

is the first letters of the words “Z”achor “A”l ‘T’eshcach. Which 

means” remember don’t forget”. One could ask how it is 

possible not to forget. The Torah gives the answer.  

1. Tzeva is the amount 101.  

2. The pasuk has Hashem’s name in it and this refers to having 

Hashem’s name in your mind.  

3. The pasuk says Lamor that a person should learn with a voice.  

Remember This! 

The Sfas Emes asks, if 
the purpose of the copper 
snake was to remind 
people to look up at the 
sky and 
remember Hashem, why 
did there need to be a 
copper snake in the first 
place? Why didn’t 
Hashem simply 
command the nation to 
look up at the sky to be 
healed? 
The Sfas Emes explains, 
Hashem wanted there to 
be a physical substance, 
and at the same time 
people should realize that 
it is Hashem who is 
healing them and not 
he snake.  
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Why Now? 



The Gemara in Moed Katan (28) asks, why does the Torah put  the death of Miriam and the mitzvah of Parah Adumah next to each 

other.  This is to teach us that just as a korban creates a kapara for the person who brings it, so too, the death of a righteous person 

brings atonement for the whole generation. However, there are many korbanos discussed throughout the Torah. Why does the Torah 

teach this lesson specifically with the Parah Adumah, why not a chatas or a more common korban? The Rosh Yeshivah of Ponevezch 

offers a very nice explanation. All korbanos bring atonement and move the person to teshuvah because they say that everything that 

is being done to this animal should be done to me. However a Parah Adumah is completely burned and the only thing that remains is 

the ashes. With these ashes we are able to make a person tahor. This is an example of complete mesiras nefesh. The service of a 

tzadik in this world is the same.  They don’t leave anything in the world for themselves. They are completely selfless always trying to 

do for the kahal. This is the connection between Parah Adumah and the death of a tzadik. 

 

 Years later this same community leader visited the home of Rav Yeshaya Pick the prominent Rav of Breslow. Upon entering the study he noticed the rav engrossed in 
a letter. He looked totally concerned and distraught.  

When the man asked what problem was, Rabbi Pick told him that he just received a letter that is filled with the deepest insights. "I have to be totally immersed in 
Torah thought to begin to comprehend the level of this man's brilliance. In fact," he continued, "I do not think a man of this caliber has emerged in the last fifty years! 
And," he added, "besides the brilliance, one can note his amazing humility and fine character throughout every word he writes." 

          Then he looked up at the man. "You come from Butzatz. Have you ever hear of a man called Meshulam Igra?" 

          The man didn't emit a verbal response. He fainted. 

          When he came to, he recounted the entire story of the engagement and its dissolution, how Rabbi Igra was meant to be his son-in-law but the match was broken 
over coffee grounds.  

          Rabbi Pick looked up at him and shook his head sadly. "Is that so?" he exclaimed. "You gave up the opportunity for this great man because he did not know how 
to drink a cup of coffee?" (by Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky) 

The Young Torah Genius Who Didn’t Know How to Drink a Cup of Coffee 

          Rabbi Meshulm Igra of Pressburg was one of Europe's leading scholars in the latter part of the 18th century. As a young man, he was engaged to 
the daughter of a prominent community leader in the city of Butzatz.  

          A few months before the wedding the young chosson ate a meal at the home of his future father-in-law. Dessert was served together with a hot 
treat a delicacy that the impoverished Reb Meshulam had never heard of -- coffee. 

          The servant brought out a cup of brewed coffee together with sugar and milk. The prospective father-in-law directed his son in law to partake. 
The young scholar looked quizzically at each of the entities and began to ponder. There were two liquids and sugar.  

          The Talmud teaches that eating precedes drinking. He took a spoon of sugar and ate it. Then he was unsure what to drink first the milk or the 
black brew. Noting that darkness in the Torah comes before day, he drank the black coffee. Noticing the grinds at the bottom of the cup, he took his 
spoon and began to eat them. Not wanting to embarrass his soon-to-be father-in-law who had served such a difficult-to-eat dessert, he slowly 
chewed and swallowed the grinds. His prospective bride stood in shock. 

          "Father," she cried "I cannot marry a man who does not know how do drink a cup of coffee. He is a total klutz!" The engagement was broken. 

פרשת חקת           

 
 

To sponsor future editions email yrichtman@ygft.org 

The Young Torah Genius Who Didn’t Know How to Drink a Cup of Coffee 

The Job of  a Tzadik 


