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The Rabbi’s Eulogy
“ַוֹּיאֶמר ה' ֶאל מֶׁשה ֲעֹבר ִלְפֵני ָהָעם ְוַקח ִאְּתָך ִמִּזְקֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל ּוַמְּטָך 

ֲאֶׁשר ִהִּכיָת ּבֹו ֶאת ַהְיֹאר ַקח ְּבָיְדָך ְוָהָלְכָּת”
And Hashem said to Moshe, “Pass before the People 
and take with you some of the Elders of Israel; and 
your staff which you struck the River [Nile] take 

in your hand and go.” (17:5)

This verse details Hashem’s instruction that 
Moshe stand before the Jewish People holding the 
staff which he used to strike the River Nile which 
brought about the plague of blood and frogs.1

The issue with this verse is that Moshe did not 
strike the river, it was his brother Aharon!2

As a result of this question, the Gemara teaches 
that one who enables someone else to perform a 
mitzvah is credited as if they performed the mitzvah 
themselves. Therefore, even though Moshe did not 
strike the Nile, by instructing Aharon to do as Hashem 
had instructed, it was as if Moshe did it himself.3 

We learn from here a tremendous lesson when 
it comes to helping our fellow Jews. In fact, when 
discussing one’s entitlement to be accepted into 
the World to Come, the Chovos Halevavos explains 
that even regarding someone who lives a life of good 
deeds, unless he teaches others about the service 
Hashem and guides them to perform His mitzvos, 
he is not considered worthy of entering the World to 
Come.4

One of the most remarkable stories which teach 
this lesson was told many years ago at the eulogy 
of a very successful outreach expert, Rabbi Dovid 
Miller* who attributed his tremendous success to 
one Yeshiva student. The story was that Rabbi Miller 
was not born religious; in fact, he grew up in Tel 

1 Shemos 7:19 (with Rashi) and Shemos 8:1.
2 Ibid. Moshe did not strike the river himself due to the gratitude he held 

for the river which did not allow him to drown when he was put there as 
a baby (Shemos Rabbah 9:10).

3 Sanhedrin 99b.
4 Shaar Bitachon, 4. See further in the chapter where he discusses 

Hashem’s kindness by allowing people into the World to Come even 
when they are not necessarily worthy.

Aviv having never met a religious Jew. He was so far 
from Judaism that Dudu, as he was known, had no 
qualms in opening a very inappropriate store, and, as 
most Israeli store owners do, Dudu would often hang 
around outside his store smoking and watching the 
world go by. Dudu’s life was changed when he was 
doing just that. 

One day, a young Yeshiva student passed right by 
his store. He had his head down and was walking 
briskly, clearly uncomfortable at his surroundings. 
Dudu saw this and was shocked. He had never, ever, 
seen anyone walking past his store and not look 
in the window. “Actually,” he would recall when 
retelling the story, “most people slowed down, but 
this kid sped up! I thought he was crazy and it had to 
be a religious thing. I couldn’t believe that religious 
people were so abnormal. I was so shocked that I 
started to learn why these people acted this way, and 
look where it lead me!”

“Just imagine,” explained the Rabbi speaking at the 
eulogy, “this young man is going to go to Heaven after 
120 years and there will be thousands and thousands 
of angels standing to greet him. Upon seeing the 
assembly, he’ll undoubtedly turn around to see which 
important Rabbi just died, and when he realizes that 
they’re there for him, he won’t understand. But then 
he’ll be told that he is being rewarded for every single 
mitzvah performed by Rabbi Miller as well as everyone 
who was brought closer to Judaism by Rabbi Miller. 
And you know what?” concluded the Rabbi, “he will 
then bashfully ask, ‘Who is Rabbi Miller?’”

This story teaches us many lessons, but we 
certainly see the enormous reward we can receive 
by helping others to recognize Hashem and keep His 
mitzvos, even when we are not even trying to. If so, 
how much more reward will we receive if we actively 
look to teach others the beauty of serving Hashem 
and understanding His Torah.

* Not his real name

הריני בא ללמוד תורה לשמה לעשות נחת רוח לאבינו שבשמים בס"ד

SEE PAGE 6 FOR
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1. Who jumped first into the waters of the Yum Suf?

         Rachel Charitable Trust    

SEDRA 
SUMMARY
Thank you to Chabad.org

Miracles  
and Emunah 
I was once discussing some of the classical philosophical 
arguments as evidence for the existence of G-d with a 6th form 
student who struggled with his belief. We concluded with an 
exchange which has stayed with me for years! He said “Listen, 
I’ll accept it all if G-d just lifts up this pencil now!”, A difficult 
request! Of course without hesitation I picked up the pencil, 
smiled irritatingly and said “Doesn’t G-d work in mysterious 
ways…”

The relationship between miracles and faith 
is extremely complex but I think it’s fair to say 
that our general perspective is that more miracles 
should mean more belief and less miracles should 
mean less belief. However, in this week’s parsha 
we see what seems to be the complete opposite! 

On the one hand we have the splitting of the sea, 
the drowning of the Egyptian army, the man and  
the sweetening of the bitter waters at Marah. All 
open miracles, all for the good of the Jewish people. 
However, the other part of the parsha is a steady 
descent. Beginning with some moaning about 
Moshe and Aharon and ending with what seems 
to be an outright doubting of Hashem’s existence! 
It seems that despite all the incredible miracles, the 
Jewish people were still not convinced!

How is this possible? The lowliest maidservant 
at the splitting of the sea had a clearer and more 
profound prophetic experience than the greatest 
prophets later in history. They understood the 
inner workings of the spiritual world in a crystal 
clear fashion, like no other generation before them. 
How could these people have doubted Hashem?!

Of course we are discussing issues well above 
our pay grade here. We cannot begin to really 
understand the subtle nature of the mistakes of 
this generation. However, perhaps this parsha 
sheds a totally different perspective on the 
relationship between miracles and belief. It is not 

that sometimes we have a lack of belief DESPITE 
miracles. We can sometimes develop a perspective 
that means that we have a lack of belief BECAUSE 
of miracles.

Belief based on miracles can be misunderstood 
to imply a world in which we only relate to 
Hashem’s presence where He openly reveals 
himself. It is akin to the concept of the G-d of the 
gaps, a world in which only the issues we don’t 
understand are the ‘space’ for Hashem. Akin to a 
world in which the only things we pray for and turn 
to G-d for are the issues out of our control. 

This isn’t the Jewish approach. Emunah is the 
ability to achieve a Copernican revolution in our 
worldview. It is living a life in which we remove 
ourselves from the centre of our universe and place 
Hashem at the centre. It is recognising that every 
single detail in the universe is the expression of 
G-d’s will. We don’t look for the gaps so we can 
fill them in with G-d, we strive to look behind the 
veil of nature and see Him everywhere. We don’t 
connect to G-d through prayer merely by asking for 
things we don’t have, rather through connecting 
to Hashem with tefillah, we also realign our 
understanding of where everything in our lives 
come from.

May we all merit to enter the world of emunah, 
Hashem’s world.

Soon after allowing the 
Bnei Yisrael to depart 
from Egypt, Pharaoh 

chases after them to force their 
return, and the Bnei Yisroel find 
themselves trapped between 
Pharaoh’s armies and the sea. 
Hashem tells Moshe to raise his 
staff over the water; the Yam Suf 
splits to allow the Bnei Yisrael to 
pass through, and then closes 
over the pursuing Egyptians. 
Moshe and the Bnei Yisrael sing 
the Shira - a song of praise and 
gratitude to Hashem.

In the desert the people suffer 
thirst and hunger, and repeatedly 
complain to Moshe and Aharon. 
Hashem miraculously sweetens 
the bitter waters of Marah, and 
later has Moshe bring forth water 
from a rock by striking it with his 
staff. He causes mann to rain 
down from the heavens before 
dawn each morning, and quails 
to appear in the camp each 
evening.

The Bnei Yisroel are instructed 
to gather a double portion of 
man on erev shabbos, as none 
will descend on Shabbos, the 
divinely decreed day of rest. 
Some disobey and go to gather 
man on the seventh day, but 
find nothing. Aharon preserves a 
small quantity of man in a jar, as a 
testimony for future generations.

In Rephidim, the people are 
attacked by the Amalekites, who 
are defeated by Moshes’ tefillos 
and an army raised by Yehoshua.
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The Storm before the Calm

T
he psukim towards the end of this 
week’s sedra describe the Bnei 
Yisrael’s first major encounter with 
Amalek. As we know, Amalek is the 

ancestor of Haman and represents the same 
philosophical and theological outlook, and so 
with Purim just a few weeks away this provides 
an opportunity to gain an understanding of the 
struggle between Yisrael and Amalek.

In the closing section of the parsha the 
psukim (17:10-11) delineate the response to the 
impending attack by Amalek.

ומשה  בעמלק  להלחם  משה  לו  אמר  כאשר  יהושע  ויעש 
אהרן וחור עלו ראש הגבעה: והיה כאשר ירים משה ידו וגבר 

ישראל וכאשר יניח ידו וגבר עמלק:

Yehoshua did as Moshe had told him, to fight 
against Amalek; and Moshe, Aaron, and Hur 
ascended to the top of the hill. It came to pass 
that when Moshe would raise his hand, Yisrael 
would prevail, and when he would lay down his 
hand, Amalek would prevail.

The medrash in the Mechilta derives from 
this verse a fascinating halacha; in earlier times, 
when a ta’anis tzibbur was prescribed (upon 
lack of rainfall or similar calamitous events), the 
custom was that instead of the usual individual 
leading the service from the amud, three people 
were required to do so. The source for this 
halacha is our very own pasuk, wherein we are 
given a description of Moshe, Aharon and Chur 
went to the top of the hill together. 

It seems that the Bnei Yisrael’s response to 
an attack from Amalek was nothing short of 
a ta’anis tzibbur! In fact, that should not come 
as too much of a surprise – it is a response 
to Amalek that we are familiar with. When 
Mordechai informs Esther of Haman’s wicked 
plan her immediate response is to prescribe 
three days of prayer and fasting!

The pertinent question is why is ta’anis the 
response to Amalek? 

In his commentary to the end of parshas 
Ki Seitzei (25:18), parshas Zachor, Rashi 
says the following on the verse describing 
Amalek’s attack:

“אשר קרך בדרך" - לשון מקרה דבר אחר… דבר אחר לשון 
קור וחום צננך והפשירך מרתיחתך שהיו כל האומות יראים 
והראה מקום לאחרים משל  והתחיל  זה  ובא  להלחם בכם 
בן  בא  בתוכה  לירד  יכולה  בריה  כל  רותחת שאין  לאמבטי 

בליעל אחד קפץ וירד לתוכה אף ע"פ שנכוה הקרה אותה 
בפני אחרים

“Who happened upon you” – This refers to 
‘mere chance’… Alternatively, it is an expression 
of ‘coolness’, a reference to the fact that Amalek 
cooled you down. How so? Because the nations 
of the world were too afraid to attack the Bnei 
Yisrael (due to the testimony of what took place at 
Har Sinai). Then, when Amalek (attacked), even 
though they were well beaten in the battle, they 
showed the world that it was not unthinkable 
to carry out such an attack on Bnei Yisrael. It 
can be compared to a pool filled with boiling hot 
water, the temperature of which no-one is able 
to withstand. One foolhardy individual jumps 
in, and though he himself is badly scalded, he 
has successfully brought the temperature down 
for others.

In these two explanations of the word קרך, 
Rashi paints a frightening picture of Amalek’s 
worldview; randomness and cynicism. The 
first, a debunking of the notion that life has any 
intrinsic meaning, and that one’s actions can 
have any significance other that in the here and 
now. The second, a marked attempt to disprove 
those who disagree.

This is an ideology that could not be further 
away from the mind-set to which we subscribe 
as ma’aminim bnei ma’aminim. The Nefesh 
Ha’Chaim explains how every act we do, every 
word we utter and even every thought we have, 
can have the most tremendous impact on the 
world. Moreover, we understand that the world is 
not left to its own devices; Hashem who created 
the world, continues to create it, and continues 
to interact with everyone and everything in it.

That can seem like a tremendous burden, 
to constantly know that every single thing we 
do carries meaning and significance, but after 
contemplation and internalisation, it becomes 
an inspiring and uplifting notion. It makes no 
difference where we are in the world, who is 
around us, and what we are doing, we have 
an opportunity to make a difference, both 
practically and spiritually.

The struggle between Yisrael and Amalek 
is the extent to which our lives and our actions 
have meaning and significance. With that in 
mind, we can understand the place ta’anis has 
in responding to Amalek. For what exactly is the 

purpose of a ta’anis? The Rambam in hilchos 
ta’anis (1:1-2) writes the following:

מצות עשה מן התורה לזעוק ולהריע בחצוצרות על כל צרה 
שתבא על הצבור… ודבר זה מדרכי התשובה הוא. שבזמן 
שתבוא צרה ויזעקו עליה ויריעו ידעו הכל שבגלל מעשיהם 
הרעים הורע להן ככתוב עונותיכם הטו וגו'. וזה הוא שיגרום 

להסיר הצרה מעליהם.

It is a positive commandment to cry out 
and sound the horns upon a disaster that 
causes suffering to the community… This 
is an expression of repentance, that when 
disaster strikes, we do things to ensure the 
community gain awareness that the suffering 
is a direct result of their own misdemeanours. 
This awareness in turn will act as a catalyst for 
removal of the suffering. 

In other words, ta’anis is a communal 
assertion that the things we do have meaning, 
and affect our relationship with the Almighty, 
and with the world around us. Therefore, the 
first response to Amalek was to invoke the main 
features of a ta’anis:

ידו  יניח  וכאשר  ישראל  וגבר  ידו  משה  ירים  כאשר  והיה 
וגבר עמלק

And it was that when Moshe lifted his hands, 
Yisrael were triumphant and when he lowered 
his hands, Amalek triumphed.

The Mishna in Rosh Ha’Shana (3:8) explains:

וכי ידיו של משה עושות מלחמה או שוברות מלחמה ?אלא 
כא  מעלה  כלפי  מסתכלים  ישראל  שהיו  זמן  כל  לך:  לומר 
ומשעבדין את לבם לאביהם שבשמים, היו מתגברים; ואם 

לאו, היו נופלין.

Can it then be said that it is Moshe’s 
hands which make or break Yisrael’s military 
campaign? Rather, the verse is implying 
that when Yisrael look upwards towards 
their Heavenly Father and make themselves 
subservient to Him, they would have the upper 
hand, but otherwise, they would falter.

This is exactly the theme we have identified! 
Ta’anis as vehicle for improving our relationship 
with Hashem through an analysis of our actions.

Finally, that is why Esther’s immediate 
reaction to the threat of Amalek’s descendant is 
to institute three days of fasting. In fact, the Ohr 
Gedalyahu asserts that the fasting is not merely 
a side issue, it is a major component of the way 
in which we battle against Amalek for all time.

This page is sponsored by Federation
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3. What major lesson does the man teach us?

Complaining Through 
Gratitude

This Shabbos is commonly referred to as 
שירה  However, if one is to look in the .שבת 
parshah he will notice that the root of the word 
 only appears four times, as opposed to שירה
the root of the word תלונה (a complaint) which 
appears ten times. Likewise, we see that there 
is only one שירה in the parshah. On the other 
hand, there are many complaints that Klal 
Yisrael had in this parshah. Perhaps it would 
be more apt to call it Shabbos Telunos the 
parsha of complaints!

What is intriguing is that Klal Yisrael is 
not just a nation that scorns, complains and 
deplores. They did not complain about the fact 
that they were forced in a hurry to leave Egypt. 
Furthermore, they did not complain about 
exiting Egypt in the middle of the night. They 
did not even complain when they saw they 
had nowhere to escape to upon arrival at the 
Red Sea. 

Their first complaint was only made once 
they saw the Egyptians approaching them. 
The second complaint also did not come 
hastily. After the splitting of the Red Sea, they 
travelled for three days in the desert, and they 
could not find water. Nevertheless, they did 
not complain for the lack of water. It was only 
upon reaching Marah, where they encountered 
bitter water that they began to complain. The 
third complaint came after they left אילים – 
where they found twelve water springs and 
seventy date palms. They left this oasis and 
reached the desolate מדבר סין. Upon arriving at 
 they realized that they no longer had ,מדבר סין
any food or water, it was only then that they 
began to complain once more. By the time 

they had finally gotten used to the improved 
conditions with the help of the man and the 
Slav, they went to Refidim, where there was 
no water. They then complained once again 
because they lacked water.

Their complaints were not necessarily 
about what they lacked, but rather about 
something they already thought they had, and 
suddenly it turned out that they were mistaken 
and they did not have it.

Once they thought they were finally 
free from the Egyptians and had acquired 
their freedom, they suddenly observed the 
Egyptians chasing them. After they thought 
they had finally found water, they were 
startled to discover the water was bitter. After 
realising that they were getting their food and 
water from their springs and dates, they were 
commanded to move away. After they had 
already understood that HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
would satisfy their needs through the manna 
and Slav, they had to go to Refidim.

It is the unfortunate nature of human beings 
to only miss someone or something when 
they lose that person or entity. For example, 
the misery of the difficult economic situation 
that many families find themselves in is due 
first and foremost to the cuts in standards they 
were used to. In a similar vein, Klal Yisrael are 
able to walk three days in the desert without 
water, but only complain when they believe 
they have regular water and it turns out to 
be bitter.

This is also true in a variety of other 
situations. Even the good things which a 
person possesses are not appreciated fully 

until they are suddenly missing. Only then 
does a person appreciate what he had. Many 
times it is too late. How many of us feel the 
deepest gratitude every morning when we say 
אני  How many people thank HaKadosh ?מודה 
Baruch Hu for their health? How many of us 
say thank you every day to our spouses for all 
the good they do for us?

With this understanding, we can begin 
to comprehend why, although there are 
many complaints in this parshah, HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu does not rebuke the people for the 
complaints at this stage. We can suggest that 
perhaps the reason for this could be because 
they also knew how to say שירה for something 
good; as we have seen, gratitude is not 
something commonly found. As we see that 
later on Klal Yisrael sang שירה when HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu returned the water in the spring of 
Miriam, this could well be the reason why God 
does not give them rebuke for their complaints. 
For if they would only complain but never give 
thanks it diminishes their merits in Hashem’s 
eyes and decreases the likelihood of their 
request being answered.

Possibly this could be the reason we refer 
to this Shabbos as Shabbos Shirah. For only 
through there being praise to the Al-mighty 
for something good can we be found worthy 
of requesting or complaining for something 
else. Thus we can learn from this Parsha the 
deep importance of praising HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu and offering thanks to Him for everything 
we have. Through doing this we increase the 
chances of our requests for something we 
need being accepted.

Parshah
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ANSWER FROM LAST WEEK

The Medrash Tanchuma in Parshas Beshalach Ois 
27 almost at the end of the Parsha brings down the 
following from our Parsha Perek 12 Possuk 13.

 “And it shall be that the Dam(blood) shall be an Ois 
(sign) etc.” and then continues with the following  “Did 
the blood help the Angel of Death or Yisroel but all the 
time when Yisroel put blood on their entrances Hashem 
pitied them and would not let the Angel of Death come 
to their house”. This clearly shows us a third instance of 
Emunah of the Bnei Yisroel.

Pa
r

sh
a

 
r

id
d

le

Thank you to  
Boruch Kahan 
bkahan47@yahoo.co.uk

QUESTION 

How is a very important 
part of the Mitzvah of Challah 
connected to our Parsha?

CLUE 

Somewhere in Parshas HaMon.
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4. When during the day do we read from Parshas Beshalach?

יט ַוִיַּקּח ֹמֶשׁה ֶאת-ַעְצמֹות יֹוֵסף, ִעּמֹו: ִכּי ַהְשֵׁבַּע ִהְשִׁבּיַע ֶאת-ְבֵּני ִיְשָׂרֵאל, ֵלאֹמר, ָפֹּקד ִיְפֹקד ֱאֹלִהים ֶאְתֶכם, 
ְוַהֲעִליֶתם ֶאת-ַעְצֹמַתי ִמֶזּה ִאְתֶּכם. 

(At the time of the Exodus from Mitzrayim) Moshe took the bones of Yosef with him 
because (Yosef) made Bnei Yisrael firmly swear that Hashem will surely remember (to 
redeem) you and you should take my bones from here with you. [Shemos 13:19]

We explained the words “hashbea hishbia” as “firmly swear”. The 
truth is, though, the Torah doesn’t explicitly write the word “firmly”. 
Rather, the word “made them swear” (hishbia in Lashon HaKodesh) 
is repeated twice (hashbea hishbia). This is commonly understood as 
a way to show stress, therefore- “firmly swear”.

Rashi, however, explains the double wording differently. He 
explains that Yosef made his sons swear that they would make their 
children swear (in other words the next generation) to take out his 
bones when they are redeemed from Mitzrayim. 

After Rashi explains the double language he asks, “Why didn’t 
he just make his children swear that they would bury him, just like 
Yaakov did with his son (Yosef). He answers that since Yosef we 
second to the Pharaoh he was able to fulfil Yaakov’s request. Yosef’s 
son, on the other hand, were not in the position to just leave Mitzrayim 
when they wanted. Therefore Yosef made them swear that they would 
make their children swear to take his bones with them when they are 
redeemed from Mitzrayim. 

Zera Shimshon (and many meforshim) ask why did Rashi ask 
this question here in Parshas BeShalach” after he explained that the 
meaning of the double wording of “made them swear”? He should 
have asked this question in Parshas Vayechi where the Torah relates 
the incident that Yosef made his brothers swear etc. 

He answers according to the Sifsei Cohen who points out that 
Yosef is called “the Shepherd of Yisrael and that the Navi refers to 
all of Klal Yisrael as “the remnants of Yosef”. The reason for this, 

he explains, is because it was in his merit that Bnei Yisrael were 
redeemed. 

He explains that Yosef knew that the approaching bondage will 
be very difficult and he was afraid that the people will give up hope 
that they will ever be redeemed. If this happened, Yosef knew that the 
truth is that they really won’t be redeemed! (Exactly what happened 
to the people who died in the days of darkness) Only people who wait 
for the redemption are redeemed.

Because of this Yosef didn’t want to be immediately taken to and 
buried in Eretz Yisrael. He wanted that the people will see his remains 
and reason, “If Yosef, who was a tzaddik and a chacham waited for the 
Redemption to be buried, then surely he knew that there eventually 
be one.” This idea kept alive their hope in redemption until they were 
finally redeemed. 

According to this, explains Zera Shimshon, we could explain that 
the double usage of “to make swear” means that there were actually 
two promises. One,that they wouldn’t take out his bones early (so 
Bnei Yisrael wouldn’t give up hope). And two, that they will bring his 
bones to be buried in Eretz Yisrael. 

If this would be the reason for the double language then there is no 
question as to why he didn’t make his children immediately bury him; 
he felt that his remains would help Bnei Yisrael wait to be redeemed.

However, since Rashi explains that the double use of “to swear” 
doesn’t mean that he made them swear not to bury him immediately, 
but just that his grandchildren should bury him, Rashi asks why 
didn’t he just make his sons swear?

HaRav Shimshon Nachmaini author of Zera 
Shimshon lived in Italy about 300 years ago in the time of the Or HaChaim HaKadosh.

The Chida writes that he was a great Mekubal and wrote many sefarim including 
sefarim about "Practical Kabbolo" but asked that all of his sefarim be buried after his 
petira except for Zera Shimshon and Niflaos Shimshon on Avos. 

He had one child who died in his lifetime (hence the name "Zera Shimshon") and in the 
preface he promises for people who learn his sefarim after he dies “... And your eyes will 
see children and grandchildren like the offshoots of an olive tree around your tables, 
wise and understanding with houses filled with all manner of good things... and wealth 
and honour......”

If you would like to automatically receive a d'var Torah of the Zera Shimshon every week 
send an email to shevachp@gmail.com.
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5. When during the year do we read from Parshas Beshalach?

Three Garbage 
Trucks and a 
Tractor Trailor

R
av Zusha stood davening and begging Hashem 
for a salvation that he so desperately needed. 
He decided that he would write down all of the 
possible ways that Hashem could take him out 

of his circumstances. Sure enough, in Hashem’s great 
kindness, his prayers were answered. However, the way 
that Hashem sent him his salvation was not even one of 
the ways that he had written down! With greater clarity 
than ever, Reb Zusha now understood the pasuk, “Rabos 
machshavos b’lev ish, v’atzas Hashem hee sakum.”

When the Jews arrived at the sea, they turned around 
and saw that the Egyptians were chasing after them. 
They became extremely frightened, and they cried out 
to Hashem in unison. (יד:י)It is clear that the first thing 
Jews did when they became frightened was crying out 
to Hashem in prayer… What were the exact words of the 
prayer that they prayed? The Ramban writes that they 
prayed “for Hashem to cause Pharaoh to turn around and 
go back to Mitzrayim”. Despite their prayer, though, the 
Egyptians did not turn around. Indeed, they were getting 
closer! They thought to themselves that their prayer was 
not being answered, and this caused an evil thought to 
enter their hearts. They complained to Moshe, “Are there 
no graves in Egypt?” (יד:יא)

(ע''כ הרמב''ן) 

The great tzaddik and leader of Chinuch Atzmai in 
Eretz Yisroel, Harav Shraga Grossbard, זצ''ל, asks: Why 
were their cries of prayer not answered? He answers that 
they should not have specified which way their salvation 
should come, i.e, that Hashem should make פרעה turn 
around. Prayer need only be a request from the depths of 
the heart. אנא ה' הושיעה נא – Please, 'ה, save us, please. We 
should never think of ‘advice’ for Hashem. The way that 
we think He should bring our salvation is irrelevant, as 
למקום ושלוחים  דרכים   Hashem has many ways and - הרבה 
many messengers. This, too, was the error of the Jewish 

people (on their level), and that is why their prayer was not 
accepted immediately. 

This concept is extremely important and fundamental 
in the Avodah of prayer. Prayer to Hashem must be כעני 
 and though we must be specific regarding what we ,בפתח
want “kirachel bitcha haktanah,” however how it should 
come forth should be left to Hashem. We need just to 
pray to Hashem again and again, and wait and anticipate 
His salvation in any way that He chooses to send it. It is 
inconceivable to think we can give  עצות to Hashem on how 
He should bring about our salvation. Lastly, it is extremely 
important to recognize that the manner of how Hashem 
does choose to bring about our salvation is for our own 
good. (Sefer Daas Shraga) 

On winter morning, Harav Fishel Shechter was driving 
down 13th Avenue in Boro Park towards Yeshiva. When 
he turned down 50th Street, he discovered that he was 
stuck behind a garbage truck. Not knowing what to do, 
he decided to back up to 13th Avenue and drive to 52nd 
Street. Unfortunately, there was another garbage truck 
blocking the way. He drove a few more blocks out of his 
way, but lo and behold, there was another garbage truck 
on 54th Street! This time, he could not even back up, as 
there was an large tractor trailer behind him. He was stuck. 
Rav Shechter did what every good Jew should do: he took 
out a Mishnayos and began to learn. One minute later, he 
witnessed a young man from his Yeshiva running down 
the block without a coat. He rolled down his window and 
offered the man a ride. As the fellow got into the car, he 
explained that they had a baby the night before, and he ran 
out without his coat or his money. He told Rav Shechter, “I 
was davening for a ride, and after only four times, my prayer 
was answered and you drove by! Rav Shechter disagreed. 

“My friend, you’re making a terrible mistake. The first three 
 were answered by the first three garbage trucks, and תפילות
the fourth was answered by a tractor trailer!” (Story heard 
from Rav Fishel Shechter) 

The Etz Hachayim 
English Weekly 
is now in its 

fourth consecutive 
year. We currently 
distribute close to 
400 copies around 
Yerushalayim, as 
well as in other 
cities throughout 
Eretz Yisroel. The 
Etz Hachayim also 
is read by hundreds 
worldwide via 
our email list. It is 
also available on 
Parshasheets.com.

ABOUT THE  
ETZ HACHAYIM:  
The Etz Hachayim 
was founded with 
the goal of bringing 
out hands-on 
lessons from the 
Parsha, followed by 
enthralling stories 
which bring out the 
topic which is being 
discussed. We have 
since added Daf 
Hayomi and Halacha 
sections, including 
scanned copies 
of hand written 
unpublished answers 
from Rav Chaim 
Kanievsky, Shlita. All 
this, and much, much 
more!

To subscribe to the 
weekly email, or for 
any other questions, 
feel free to contact us 
at Etzhachayimisrael@
gmail.com.

Parshah

Rabbi  
Chaim Tzvi Blau
Publisher of The Etz Hachayim English Weekly
The author can be contacted at etzhachayimisrael@gmail.com

TIME4MISHNA An international program which involves learning 4 new Mishnayos each day from Sunday to Thursday, reviewing that week's 20 Mishnayos 
on Friday, and going over the previous Masechtos on Shabbos. A time committment of just 15 mins a day, and finish Shas Mishnayos in 4 
years - having reviewed it multiple times! To Sign Up for a 15 min daily Shiur visit the website time4torah.org. 

DAILY NACH  Just a few minutes a day and finish Nach in just a year and a half! Sign Up at dailynach.com.

FridayShabbosSundayMondayTuesdayWednesdayThursday
26 January - 27י' שבט January - 28י"א שבט January - 29י"ב שבט January - 30י"ג שבט January - 31י"ד שבט January - 01ט"ו שבט February - ט"ז שבט

 עירוביןפסחים ד:ג - ו:ג
פסחים ח:א - ח:דפסחים ז:י - ז:יגפסחים ז:ו - ז:טפסחים ז:ב - ז:הפסחים ו:ד - ז:א פרקים א - ד

קהלת ז'קהלת ו'קהלת ה'קהלת ד'קהלת ג'קהלת ב'קהלת א'
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6. How was the shira sung by the Jews? 

Comprehending The 
Incomprehensible 
With the entire might of the Egyptian army close behind, the Jewish people have never 
been in more existential danger. At this very moment Moshe turns to his frightened nation 
and encourages them ‘Be strong and you will see the salvation of Hashem’. Chazal tell us 
that at that moment Moshe began to daven to Hashem, yet Hashem responds ‘What are 
you crying out to Me? Speak to the Jewish people and travel!’

Several penetrating questions arise when 
learning this episode. If there was ever a time at 
which tefillah was necessary, it was then. The 
Jewish people have always looked heavenward 
at times of distress. Why then did Hashem 
seem to ignore Moshe’s plea and command 
them all to travel instead? A second question 
which begs to be asked is where exactly did 
Hashem want them to travel to? The fact that 
they were surrounded in all directions was 
exactly the reason why Moshe davened to 
Hashem to save them. A third question is why 
was Moshe’s tefilla not explicitly noted in the 
Torah? One moment Moshe is imploring the 
Jewish people to trust in Hashem and the next 
moment Hashem is telling him to stop crying 
out, but rather to travel instead!

The Navi1 tells us that when Achav ruled 
over the Kingdom of Israel, idol worship was 
rampant. Despite Eliyahu HaNavi’s curse on 
the land that not a drop of rain should fall from 
the heavens, the Jewish people continued 
to worship the Ba’al. Eliyahu HaNavi then 
decided that it was time to prove decisively to 
all that Hashem is indeed the One and Only 
Power in existence. 

Atop Har HaCarmel the prophets of the 
Ba’al tried in vain to offer up their sacrifice. 
When they finally despaired, Eliyahu prepared 
his offering and davened to Hashem that His 
name should be sanctified by accepting his 
offering in the presence of everyone. As he 
finished his tefillah, a fire came down from 
on high and consumed Eliyahu’s korban. The 
Jewish people were full of joy for having finally 

1 מלכים א פ’יז-יח 

received clarity in their lives. Eliyahu HaNavi 
told everyone to eat and drink as the rain was 
finally coming.

The Malbim2 comments that Eliyahu told 
the people to eat and drink as that day was a 
day of fasting due to the severe drought. We 
have a halacha, however, that states that when 
a public fast is decreed because of drought, if 
the rain comes before midday one need not 
continue to fast. If however the rain begins 
only after midday, the fast must be completed. 
If so, how could Eliyahu tell the people to break 
their fast; the sound of the rain only began 
after Eliyahu’s korban was accepted, and that 
was long past midday? The Malbim answers 
that Eliyahu in fact had already heard the 
sound of the rain before midday, for as soon 
as the Jewish people consented to witness 
the contest on Har HaCarmel they began to 
seriously consider that maybe indeed Hashem 
alone rules the world. These thoughts of 
recognition that Hashem alone is the King, in 
and of themselves, were enough to bring an 
end to the drought. Eliyahu therefore told the 
people to eat as in fact the sound of the rain 
began before midday. 

We find a similar incident related in the 
Gemara3. Rav came to a certain town which 
was in desperate need of rain and decreed a 
day of public fasting. As soon as the Chazan 
declared הרוח  ,the wind began to blow משיב 
 and the rain descended. He had not מריד הגשם
even reached לברכה ומטר  טל   the bracha ,ותן 
requesting rain, yet he was already answered. 
Again this shows and expresses the concept 

2שם פ’ יח פ’מא 
3תענית דף כד. 

that the very recognition of Hashem being 
in complete control was enough to break 
the drought.

 There is a rule in the Hebrew language 
that the name of something is its essence. 
The Maharal points out that the full gematria 
of Hashem’s name [see footnote4] is equal to 
 What’. The essence of Hashem to the‘ מה
human mind is completely incomprehensible; 
an absolute question. The infinite power and 
mercy of Hashem is beyond the capacity of 
human intellect. 

Through Moshe declaring ‘Be strong as 
you will see the salvation of Hashem’ he was 
ascribing that Hashem can save anyone at any 
time despite the dire situation that he may find 
himself in. The reason why there is no mention 
of Moshe’s tefilla is because this recognition 
and declaration was his entire tefilla5. Hashem 
responded ’אלי תצעק   You are crying out‘ ,‘מה 
with My name which represents that My 
ability to save you is infinite and beyond all 
human comprehension? 'דבר אל בני ישראל ויסעו' 
Now you can tell the people to travel, because 
your very acknowledgment of My power and 
mercy has in essence split the sea!6 Hashem 
was therefore not ignoring Moshe’s plea, but 
rather, on the contrary, He was responding 
directly to his expression of faith.

The ‘mere’ realisation that only Hashem 
can help us in any situation allows Him to act 
upon our lives.

The choice to do so is up to us.

4 דרשות לפרשת הגדול וז’’ל שם המיוחד מורה על עצמו הוא במספר מה, יו’’ד-
ה’’א-וא’’ו-ה’’א במספר מ’’ה עכ’’ל. 

5 היינו לפי שיטת ר’יהושע במכלתא ולא לפי ר’ אליעזר. 
6 ועל פי יסוד זה גם יש להבין למה כתוב ‘מה תצעק’ ולא ‘למה תצעק’. 

Parshah

Rabbi Dov Fisher
Kollel Darchei Hora'ah, Yerushlayim
The author can be contacted at dovfisher1@gmail.com
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Please could you ensure 
that there are ample sheets 
left in shuls for Shabbos 
before taking one home.

This newsletter contains Divrei Torah and may 
contain Sheimos. Please dispose of accordingly.

NISHMAS YISROEL • SINAI •YESHURUN • OHR YISRAEL
www.federation.org.uk/sheimos-lgeniza

 ANSWERS
1. The Gemarah in Sota 37a brings an argument. According to 

R’ Meir it was the whole tribe of Binyamin while according to 
R’ Yehuda it was Nachshon Ben Aminadav from the tribe of 
Yehuda.

2. Shabbos Shira after the shira sung in our parsha. The minhag 
is to give food to the birds. This is because Moshe said no man 
would fall on Shabbos. Dassan and Aviram placed some man 
outside early Shabbos morning to disprove Moshe. However, by 
the time the people came out to see nothing was left since the 
birds had already eaten it! To remember and thank the birds the 
minhag is to put out food for them.

3. The Jews in the desert lived a miraculous life. The falling of the 
man was meant to only be enough for each day and was not 

allowed to be stored. It shows us our constant dependency on 
Hashem, especially for our food and livelihood.

4. The Shira is said in Shacharis and some people say Parshas 
HaMon after davening.

5. Parshas Beshalach from the beginning is read on the seventh 
day of Pesach which is when the shira took place. The very end 
of Parshas Beshalach is read on Purim.

6. The Gemara (Sota 30b) brings three opinions what the Jews 
said in response to Moshe’s words: R’ Akiva says that they 
answered the Roshei Perakim. R’ Yossi Haglili says that they 
repeated each phrase as Moshe had said it. R’ Nechemia says 
that they all joined in together after Moshe had started them off.

BUYING A NEW KITCHEN APPLIANCE?
MAKE SURE THERE ARE NO שבת OR כשרות ISSUES!

TECHNOLOGY GUIDES
AVAILABLE FROM THE FEDERATION

Pre-purchase tips and information for ovens and fridges.

www.federation.org.uk/fed-tech/   technology@federation.org.uk

For questions on Divrei Torah, please contact  
the Editor in Chief, Rabbi Yonasan Roodyn 

rabbiroodyn@jewishfuturestrust.com

To receive this via email please email  
mc@markittech.com

TO SPONSOR A WEEK 
please email  

mc@markittech.com
Cost per week: £500  

(which covers production costs)

How to keep food hot in an oven over Shabbos

During the coming weeks, FedTech’s technology and halochoh column will take the form of bite-size halochos and willl concentrate on the area 
of cooking and warming food (the laws of bishul, shehiya, and chazoroh) as they relate to the usage of contemporary ovens. 

It’s vital to remember that to allow the opening and closing an oven door, your oven must be compliant with the laws of Shabbos (visit  
www.federation.org.uk/fed-tech/ for further information).

Can I heat foods in the oven before shabbos?

By shkia on Friday afternoon, all food which is to be left  heating over the course of Shabbos must be fully cooked. 
Alternatively, the fire on which the food is heating must be covered with a blech.  A  hotplate is commonly  used  for  this  purpose. 
The oven’s heating elements are deemed to be an exposed fire and it is therefore imperative that all food is fully cooked before Shabbos. To keep 
uncooked food in the oven over Shabbos would be permissible only if the inside of the oven was encased in a manner which would cover the 
heating elements.

Even when operating in Sabbath mode, all food left in the oven must be fully cooked before shkia.

NEXT  WEEK 
Can food be placed in an oven to heat on Shabbos? For specific shailos, send an SMS message to ShailaText on 07403 939 613.  

Questions can also be directed to technology@federation.org.uk.

The Federation’s recently 
launched technology 

department

Bitesize 
FedTech Series
Week 1

88

http://www.federation.org.uk/fed-tech/
mailto:technology@federation.org.uk
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