
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

(בחוקתי) בהרפרשת   – Not the time for Emuna! 
 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

ְך  ָטה ָי֖דֹו ִעָמָּ֑ יָך ּוָמָ֥ י־ָי֣מּוְך ָאִחִ֔ )כה לה(ְוִכִֽ  

The Medrash Rabbah brings from Rav Avin; ‘when a poor man stands at your door, Hashem 
stands at his side, if you give him money then Hashem will surely repay you with reward. But 
if you don’t give Him, then just remember what it says in the Possuk,  יֹום ל בְׁ יל ֶאל דָּ כִּ ֵרי ַמשְׁ ַאשְׁ

ֵטהּו ַמלְׁ ה יְׁ עָּ  Praiseworthy is the one who looks after poor people, on a bad day Hashem will  ה' רָּ
protect him. 

Imagine that when you deal with a poor man, you’re actually dealing with the Shechina itself. 
How special it is to be taken under His protection, as the Possuk describes. 

The question is however, why does this Parsha of Tzedakah follow on directly from the Parsha 
of Shemita? What is the message to be learnt here? 

The Dubno Maggid explains it as follows. 

Reuven is a very wealthy man and works hard to secure his own future and the future finances 
of his children. He is anxious about creating financial security and worries about it often. He 
believes in doing your Hishtadlus; “You’ve got to do your bit and not simply rely on miracles,” 
he always says. He makes a point of saving money for a “rainy day fund”; “After all, you just 
can’t take any chances,” he says.  

Shimon lives a very different life. He is happy and content with a very simple lifestyle. He has 
very little money but he manages well despite that because he had genuine Emuna that 
Hashem always provides for his needs.  

Whenever poor people would ask these two fellows for financial help; they would each react 
very differently. 

Shimon would always say, “Sure I will help you in any way you need. I’ll give you whatever I 
can so that you will be financially stable. After all, it is very important to be financially stable.” 

Reuven however would stroke his short beard and close his eyes in holy thought. Then he 
would look the poor man in the eye and advise him, “You’ve just got to work on your Emuna 
my friend. You don’t need my help – just rely on Hashem!” 

On this, the Dubno Maggid comments that Reuven has it all wrong! If he is indeed genuine 
with his advice to the poor man about Emuna – he should practise that on himself and not 
worry so much about his own finances! But the time to practise Emuna is not when someone 
approaches you for help; that’s when you need to act and do Chessed! 

This is why the Parsha of Shemitta is followed by the Parsha of Chessed. From Shemitta we 
learn to trust in Hashem and have Emuna. But not when someone else is in need. If someone 
else needs your help; don’t rely on Hashem but do something –  ימוך אחיךוכי . 

When in Eretz Yisroel, Rav Yaakov Yosef Herman decided that he would not sleep a night 
outside of Yerushalayim.  One evening when he was in Tel Aviv, he missed the last bus back 
and started to walk the 45 mile trip.  After fifteen minutes, a passing car stopped and a 
businessman, who happened to be one of the Rav’s students, asked why he was walking on a 
deserted road so late at night.   

The Rav explained that he had missed the bus and he was walking to Yerushalyim. To which 
the man replied, “It’s impossible to walk Yerushalayim before morning!”  

“Let’s see how this great faith of yours holds up,” he scoffed. 

Soon after he drove off, the man calmed down and had a change of heart. He realized it was 
terribly wrong to treat his Rebbe in this way, and he returned to pick up the Rav.   

Emuna? Yes. But not on someone else’s Cheshbon! 

 

 

 


