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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the transition

from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to send you this sicha

without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this sicha out to you, it does mean that

if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva would like to express its gratitude to Richard and Anita Grossman for their ongoing support for the

Yeshiva in general and specifically our computer center. This enables us to communicate this sicha to you each

week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Eikev

PARSHAT EIKEV

(TAKEN FROM THE ARCHIVES)

 Is Fearing Hashem Such a Simple Matter?

Moshe  asks  the  Jewish  nation:  "and  now,  Israel,  what  does  Hashem,  your  G-d,  ask  of

you  but  to  fear  Hashem,  your  G-d,  to  go  in  all  His  ways  and  to  love  Him,  and  to  serve

Hashem,  your  G-d,  with  all  your  heart  and  with  all  your  soul.  To  keep  the

commandments  of  Hashem  and  His  statutes,  which  I  command  you  today,  for  your  benefit."

(Devarim 10:12-13). 

The Gemara asks: "is fear of Hashem so insignificant?" (Brachot 32b) - why does the Torah write

that  Hashem "only"  asks that  we fear  Him. The Gemara  answers:  "yes,  for  Moshe Rabenu it  is

something very small". There have been many who have struggled to explain the Gemara's response.

After  all,  the  Torah  in  this  pasuk  is  not  speaking  specifically  to  Moshe  Rabenu  and  not

even to Elazar and Itamar, rather to each and every Jew even on the simplest level. Some have

explained that Moshe, with his tremendous humility, thinks of himself as being less than everyone

else. Thus, if fearing Hashem is a simple task for him then it must be quite easy for everyone else.

We are forbidden to give such an explanation, Moshe certainly knew who he was and that he was not

on a lesser level than the rest of the nation. 

I once related to the Rav (HaRav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt"l) the following incident: R' Akiva Eiger

was once sent a letter to which he responded, opening his  greeting with: "Dear HaRav HaGaon,

Rashkebehag  ("Rosh  kol  bnei  hagola"  -  the  leader  of  all  the  Diaspora"),  etc."  The  recipient
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subsequently met R' Akiva Eiger and pointed out that he was not a Rav, nor a Gaon, and certainly not

a Rashkebehag. R' Akiva Eiger responded that neither is he, but since he receives such letters all the

time,  perhaps  this  is  how  all  formal  letters  begin.  The  Rav  claimed  that  this  story  cannot  be

true, and it must be the invention of one of the maskilim looking to discredit R' Akiva Eiger. R' Akiva

Eiger was extremely modest and honored hisfellow gedolim, yet he knew who he was. 

He  ruled  on  many  halachic  issues  without  deferring  to  others.  This  does  not

stand in contradiction to his humility. He certainly did not confer the title "Rashkebehag" on a simple

Jew. (This leads me to a question regarding what we have just said in the nameof the Rav. Being

referred to as posek hador - ruling authority of the generation - would upset him greatly. If a person

must know who he is, how is it that he himself did not realize that he was indeed the posek hador? I

do  not  have  an  answer  to  this).  Based  on  what  we  have  just  said,  the  Gemara  cannot  mean

that Moshe viewed himself as insignificant. 

Some have explained that legabei Moshe, which we explained above to mean regarding Moshe, really

means next to Moshe. In other words, for one who is in the proximity who hears Moshe Rabenu's

teachings,  learns  from  Moshe's  behavior,  for  him  fearing  Hashem  is  insignificant.  We  do  not

have Moshe in our midst today, nor Yehoshua - yet some sparks do remain. 

I  believe  that  the  Torah  is  telling  us  that  we  all  must  strive  to  reach  the

level of Moshe Rabenu. Moshe is asking that we all strive to reach the level where fearing Hashem is

truly something obvious and not so difficult to attain. When we reach that level then the continuation:

"To  keep  the  commandments  of  Hashem  and  His  statutes,  which  I  command  you  today,

for your benefit" will flow automatically. When that happens a person will never ask himself: "should I

learn today, should I pray today, should I eat matzah on the night of Pesach"? It will be the obvious

thing to do and there will be no test of faith.
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