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Tazria-Metzora 5777 

A Career of Mitzvos 

HASHEM spoke to Moshe saying, “Speak to the Children of Israel saying, “When a woman conceives and gives 
birth to a male…On the eighth day, the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised…” (Vayikra 12:1) 

It’s hard to fathom! A brand new baby boy is born into a Jewish family and on the eighth day they are submitting the 
little fellow to a surgical procedure and then celebrating with a sumptuous meal. I’m waking early tomorrow just to 
participate in such an occasion. If I didn’t know better, I’d think it was barbaric and cruel, but we know that the Jewish 
people are characterized by the Talmud as possessing the trait of mercy. Why then have loving parents from the time 
of Avraham, for 3600 years, gleefully introduced their infants to this operation? 

Twenty-two years ago my wife gave birth to our oldest son on the Parshas Tazria where we are commanded about 
circumcision. I was wondering then about the benefit of this action. Avraham was the pillar of kindliness in the world. 
Although he may have been tested to do something that went against his natural tendency, there must also be some 
ultimate kindness involved or The Almighty would never prescribe it for all generations. What could be the reason? At 
my son’s Bris ago I offered two approaches. 

The Yeshiva was learning a Tractate of the Talmud known as Baba Metzia. At the risk of oversimplifying it has to do 
with “lost and found”. It analyzes thoroughly when possessions are considered to have exchanged ownership. There is 
a notion that if someone lost an object and someone else finds it, the finder can 
only take it for his own if it can be determined that the original owner has given up 
on it. For example, if a coin is found in the street, we can assume that the loser of 
that coin, when he discovers the hole in his pocket and that his generic coin is 
gone he’ll lose hope of ever recovering it. The coin is then considered available to 
the new owner. However, if one finds something with an identifiable mark or 
package or placement, then the owner is presumed to have not given up on it. 

The same concept may be applied to the circumcision. HASHEM had commanded 
us to put an identifiable mark on every Jewish male. This informs us that even if a 
Jewish child goes lost from his heritage and is lost in the culture of the street, the 
owner never gives up. G-d does not lose hope. There is always a chance the child 
will find his way back home. This is a great gift for a Jewish child to have this 
stamp upon his flesh as a sign that he is always a Jew. 

Another idea! Tractate Shabbos tells us of an unusual incident regarding King 
David. He found himself at the bath house and became shockingly aware that he 
has no Mitvos around him. No Mezuza on the bath house door, no Tefillin, no Tzitzis! He became anxious until he 
remembered that he has this permanent Mitzvah of circumcision and that somehow consoled him. 

What bothered David? He understood that as with Jacob’s dream of the ladder, angels were ascending and 
descending. None were parked. One is either going up or going down spiritually. There is no such thing as standing 
still. The Mishne in Pirke Avos tells us, “Mitzvos bring about Mitzvos and violations cause more violations.” In an 
environment without Mitzvos, David presumed he was sinking. 

How does one break the momentum of a downward spiral? Where does the first Mitzvah come from that will lead him 
in the direction of even more Mitzvos? To find a light in a black out we need a light. To make money you need money. 
To get a job, you need to have had a job? How do we maneuver ourselves again and again in the direction of Mitzvos? 
King David came to appreciate at that moment the benefit of that permanent Mitzvah that has been installed on our 
flesh. With that, every Jewish male has been an invested with a Mitzvah in order to help him start when his heart 
awakens to a career of Mitzvos.  - Rabbi Label Lam 



A Plague on your House 

The parsha discusses a type of plague that settles itself in the walls of one’s home. If the plague 
spreads along the walls of the house in a certain halachically defined pattern, the house eventually 
may have to be destroyed. There is opinion in the Talmud that this plague in the walls of a house 
remains a purely hypothetical case, since the halachic requirements for the plague’s pattern of 
spreading in those walls are so technically exacting as to make this a case impossible of actual 
fulfillment. Nevertheless, the Talmud admonishes us to study this matter in order to be rewarded 
for so doing. Apparently the Torah wishes us to understand the consequences of plagues in the 
walls of one’s home. I have always connected the appearance of a plague in the walls of a house to 
the biblical verse that states that a stolen stone in a wall and an ill-gotten beam in the ceiling 
continually shout that they are stolen. Strictly speaking, Jewish law would require the demolition of 
the wall or the ceiling so that the stone or beam can be returned to its rightful owner. However, the 
rabbis lightened the burden of the thief by saying that monetary compensation would suffice, doing 
so in the hope that this would lead the thief to repent of his deed more easily. Yet, a house that has 
a plague in its walls, in the sense of stones that constantly proclaim that they are stolen, is doomed 
to destruction. Technically, the plague may not be able to bring the house down. But morally 
speaking, the house is doomed at some point of its existence. 

The entire concept of tzoraat – the plagues discussed in the 
parshas of Tazria and Metzora – are related to the issues of 
speaking poorly and slanderously against others. A house 
filled with bad language, poor speech and slander of others is 
truly a wrecked and wretched home. There are plagues that 
descend on one’s clothing – one’s outside appearance, one’s 
public standing in the community, if you will – as well. Again, 
the person who is known as a slanderer and tale-monger is 
eventually reviled by his or her own community. The plague 
of personality that slander inflicts on its perpetrators 
becomes visible and obvious to all. But the worst of all forms 
of this plague of tzoraat is the one that infects the person, the 
slanderer, directly. For it corrodes one’s soul and renders one 
a cynic, a mocker, a person to stay away from. 

Just as the plague of tzoraat was deemed to be a contagious one by most of the biblical 
commentators, so too is the weakness of slander a contagious condition. The Talmud teaches us 
that the slanderer is a triple murderer. He kills himself by speaking bad speech, he kills the person 
he is speaking to who will now accept the slander, and he kills the victim of his slander about whom 
he is speaking. These twin causes of tzoraat in one’s home – thievery and slanderous speech – must 
be combated at all levels of our lives and beings. Only by so doing can we aspire to have a plague-
free home and general environment. 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
It’s unusual to find the phrase, “And G-d spoke to Moshe and Aharon, saying.” Typically laws were told 
to Moshe and he transmitted them to Aharon and the other elders (as the first Mishna in Pirkei Avos 
teaches.) Why regarding Tzora’as did HaShem include Aharon?  

Compounding the question is the fact that Targum Yonason says that HaShem also told this to Moshe 
who told it to Aharon. Why then is the verse worded to seem that the command was directly to Aharon? 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Since the prescription for being a metzora is so severe, including leaving the camp 
and isolation even if you were planning a big event, the people had to know that the Kohain didn’t make up the laws 
himself. How does emunas chachomim, trust in our sages, come into play? 

Aharon heard the law directly from HaShem, not second-hand. How much lashon hara is caused because people heard 
things second-hand? HaShem is more merciful than any man. How might that have played a role in Aharon receiving the 
commands directly? Keep going – there’s so much to learn from each possibility.  

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 


