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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

PARSHAS 

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA
 

The Mission Protects  
The game of cards was getting very intense. The stakes were rising, and the tension in the 

game room was close to unbearable. One of the players, a Polish squire who had large 
landholdings, was especially agitated. His luck had been running against him, and his losses 
were mounting. He needed one good run to recoup his losses, but he had run out of cash. 
Having nothing to put into the pot, it seemed he would have to drop out of the game.

“My forest,” he declared. 

The others looked at him in puzzlement.

“What about your forest?” asked one of the other players.

“I want to put my forest into the pot for the next game. I don’t have any more money, but 
I have my property.” 

“How are you going to do that? Ho

“We’ll draw up a basic contract right here and now,” said the squire. “I will turn over 
ownership to the one who wins the next pot.”

The others shrugged and agreed.

The next round was played, and the squire’s streak of ba
round and thereby the forest as well. He was just about ruined.

The winner of the pot was a wealthy Polish merchant who lived in Berditchev. After the 
game, he gathered his winnings, including the title to the forest, and retu
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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The game of cards was getting very intense. The stakes were rising, and the tension in the 
game room was close to unbearable. One of the players, a Polish squire who had large 

cially agitated. His luck had been running against him, and his losses 
were mounting. He needed one good run to recoup his losses, but he had run out of cash. 
Having nothing to put into the pot, it seemed he would have to drop out of the game.

The others looked at him in puzzlement. 

“What about your forest?” asked one of the other players. 

“I want to put my forest into the pot for the next game. I don’t have any more money, but 

“How are you going to do that? How do you put a forest into a pot?” 

“We’ll draw up a basic contract right here and now,” said the squire. “I will turn over 
the next pot.” 

The others shrugged and agreed. 

The next round was played, and the squire’s streak of bad luck continued. He lost the 
round and thereby the forest as well. He was just about ruined. 

The winner of the pot was a wealthy Polish merchant who lived in Berditchev. After the 
game, he gathered his winnings, including the title to the forest, and returned home.
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d luck continued. He lost the 

The winner of the pot was a wealthy Polish merchant who lived in Berditchev. After the 
rned home. 
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Back in Berditchev, the Polish merchant decided that it would be too much bother for him 
to conduct a forestry business. Instead, he would sell the forest right away and invest the 
money in his other businesses. Let someone else wrest a profit from the forest. 

The ultimate buyer of the forest was a Jewish man living in Berditchev. The man had 
business dealings with companies in Prussia that required vast amounts of lumber. The 
acquisition of the forest would provide him with a large supply of wood and enable him to 
make serious commitments to his Prussian business associates. He immediately organized 
teams of lumberjacks to chop down the trees and ship them to Prussia. The Prussians were 
delighted with the quality of the wood and immediately reordered. In a few short months, 
the man became exceedingly wealthy. 

It was not long before news of the Jewish man’s financial success reached the squire who 
had lost the forest because of his addiction to gambling. He was enraged that all this wealth 
that should have been his was now going to a Jew, and he convinced himself that he was 
entitled to get it back. 

The first move he made against the Jew was to sue him in the Polish courts. He insisted 
that the Jew was unlawfully harvesting the riches of land that rightfully belonged to him, the 
squire. Under questioning, he admitted that he had gambled and lost that fateful night, but he 
insisted that he had never put up his forest as collateral. The document in the possession of 
the Jew, however, contradicted all his arguments. It stated explicitly that the forest was 
collateral for his final wager and that the winner of the pot would take title to the forest. The 
Jew also had a perfectly executed bill of sale from the winner of the forest. The court had no 
choice but to rule in favor of the Jew. 

The squire then summoned the Jew to the Rabbinical court of Berditchev, headed by Rav 
Levi Yitzchok. This was a wild and desperate move, and it too failed. The Rabbinical court 
ruled in favor of the Jew. 

Seeing no prospect of reclaiming his lost forest through the legal system, the squire’s 
thoughts turned to revenge against the Jewish buyer of the forest, against Rav Levi Yitzchok 
who had thwarted him and against all Jews. He decided to perpetrate that most odious of 
anti-Semitic calumnies: a blood libel. 

A few days before Pesach, he went to a neighboring village and kidnapped an innocent 
Polish child. He took the child to a secret hideout, murdered him and drained his blood. He 
then wrapped the body of the child in a blanket and set off to find an accomplice who would 
deposit the corpse in the cellar of the Berditchever Rav’s house. 

While the squire was secretly plotting against him, Rav Levi Yitzchok was concerned with 
a different problem. Poverty was not unknown among the Jewish residents of Berditchev, but 
one peddler in particular stood out as an extreme case. He lived in a rough hut with the 
windows boarded over and earned his meager living by delivering clay for construction. He 
collected the clay in the forest and transported it in a small cart drawn by a mangy horse. 

One day, the horse died, and the peddler did not have enough money to buy another 
horse. Having no choice, he and his wife carried the clay on their backs to the customers. The 
people of Berditchev took up a collection to help the peddler buy another horse. When the 
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money had been raised, Rav Levi Yitzchok invited the peddler to his home and offered it to 
him. 

“I cannot take it,” said the peddler. 

“Why not?” 

“Because I refuse to take charity from anyone.” 

“Then take it as a loan.” 

The peddler shook his head. “I can’t.” 

“Why not?” 

“I earn just enough to keep my family from starvation. So how will I ever repay the loan? 
That means that it is really a gift, and I don’t take charity.” 

The peddler left, and Rav Levi Yitzchok remained sitting in his chair, trying to find a way 
to help the poor peddler. 

While Rav Levi Yitzchok was sitting and thinking, the squire was doing his best to set his 
plan into action. He knocked on the door of a Polish peasant who lived near Rav Levi 
Yitzchok. The peasant was surprised to see the squire, and invited him into his house. 

“I need your help,” said the squire, “and I am prepared to pay you handsomely for your 
services. I’ve found the body of a Polish child, and I’m convinced the Jews are responsible. 
Everyone knows they need Christian blood for their matzos at this time of the year. They 
cannot be allowed to get away with murder, so this is where you come in. I’ll deliver the 
body to you, and I want you to put it into the Rav’s cellar. After it’s done, you will be paid.” 

“I can’t do it,” said the peasant. “The Rav has always been good to me, so how can I do 
something that might cost him his life?” 

“All right,” the squire grumbled. “I’ll find someone else. But you had better keep your 
mouth shut if you know what’s good for you. And don’t you worry; I’ll find someone to do it. 
Some people could use the money.” 

A few hours after the squire left, Rav Levi Yitzchok knocked on the peasant’s door. The 
peasant was shocked to see the Rav so soon after the squire’s visit. 

“What can I do for you, Rav?” he managed to stammer. 

“I want to borrow some of your work clothes,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

“Sure,” said the peasant, not even bothering to ask why he needed them. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok went home, put on the peasant’s clothes and went down to the cellar of 
his house. Moments earlier, the squire and another man carrying a heavy sack had gone 
down to Rav Levi Yitzchok’s cellar, but before they had time to unload the odious bundle, 
they heard footsteps and saw a man descending the stairs. It seemed to them that it was the 
peasant who lived nearby. What could he be doing here? Was he setting a trap for them? 
Frightened, they drew back into the shadows and waited for him to pass. Then they fled up 
the stairs, taking the sack with them. As they ran through the streets, they caught the 



4 � Vayeitzei / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

attention of a Polish officer who ordered them to stop. When the officer opened the sack and 
discovered the murdered child, he immediately arrested the squire and his henchman and led 
them away. 

Meanwhile, dressed in the peasant’s clothes with the hood pulled far over his head, Rav 
Levi Yitzchok gathered up a pile of his own firewood and tied it into a bundle. He hoisted the 
bundle onto his shoulder and went off to knock on the poor peddler’s house. 

The peddler opened the door and was surprised to see a peasant standing there, his face 
almost entirely concealed by his hood. 

“Do you need firewood?” asked the peasant in a low gruff voice. 

“Yes,” said the peddler, “but I have no money.” 

“Take it on credit.” 

“I don’t buy on credit,” said the peddler. 

“I’m going to have to leave it with you anyway,” said the peasant as he threw the bundle 
to the ground. “This is stolen, and I have to run away.” 

Without another word, the peasant turned on his heel and ran away. The peddler looked 
down at the firewood, which had come loose when the peasant had thrown it to the ground. 
He gathered it up and took it into his house until he decided what to do with it. As he carried 
the firewood across his threshold, a pouch fell out from among the sticks and fell to the 
ground. Mystified, the peddler picked it up and saw that it contained a large amount of 
money. He decided to go ask Rav Levi Yitzchok what to do. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok listened to his story and nodded. “It is very clear to me,” he said. “The 
peasant who came to your door was none other than Eliyohu HaNovi. Because of your refusal 
to take charity or loans that you would not be able to repay, you merited a visit from Eliyohu 
HaNovi and a gift from Heaven. Use this money to bring happiness into your home. And 
from now on, sell bricks instead of clay. You will prosper.” 

While Rav Levi Yitzchok was telling the peddler about Eliyohu HaNovi, the squire and his 
henchman were being interrogated rather intensively in the police station. The henchman was 
the first to break under the pressure and confess. The squire’s confession followed soon after. 

The police were puzzled, however, by the appearance of the peasant in Rav Levi 
Yitzchok’s cellar. What indeed was he doing there? After questioning Rav Levi Yitzchok and 
the peasant, they pieced together the entire story. Rav Levi Yitzchok, they concluded, had 
been delivered miraculously from a horrible fate. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok’s family was flabbergasted, but he shrugged it off. 

“Why are you so amazed?” he said. “Our Sages have taught us that shluchei mitzva einon 
nizokin – people on a mission to do a mitzva are protected from harm. That’s all that happened 
here. Nothing more.” 

n 
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Dvar Torah 

After catching up with the fl
such haste to return to your father’s house …” And Yaakov replied, “Because I was afraid, 
because I thought perhaps you might steal your daughters from me.” Why does Yaakov 
repeat the word ki – because? He could have said, “Because I was afraid you might steal your 
daughters from me.” 

It is well known, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, that Yaakov’s approach to serving 
was through tiferes, beauteous glory. Everything he did was solely to glorify the 
Hashem. Now that he was leaving Lovon’s house and returning home, where he would have 
the opportunity to fulfill the mitzva
glorifying the Name through his fulfillment of this great 

Lovon therefore confronted him and said, “And
your father’s house…” If you were in such a hurry to do the 
sneak away in the night? Were you afraid that I would harm you? Aren’t 
to do a mitzva protected from harm? Would I have been able to 
you? 

Yes, Yaakov replied, it would have been possible. This protection is extended only 
when those who are on a mission to do a 
and have no ulterior motives. If they are lacking in faith, however, they cannot rely on this 
special protection. “‘Because I was afraid,’” said Yaakov, “that is, because I was afraid of 
you, I realized that my faith was somewhat lacking and t
completely for the sake of Hashem
daughters from me.’ I could no longer rely on this protection, and I feared you might be 
successful in your attempt to steal away my wives.”

nn
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+ 9th of Kislev ~ Begins Friday Night

� Rav Dov Ber Schneerson of Lubavitch (1773

Mitteler Rebbe. He was the son and successor of his fathe

Ba’al HaTanya (the Alter Rebbe

Ber assumed the leadership of 

the town of Lubavitch, which was to

years. In 1826, Rav Dov Ber was arrested by the Czarist government on slanderous charges. 

His day of release, the 10th of Kislev

Lubavitch Chassidim, (5588/1827).

+ 10th of Kislev ~ Begins Mot

� Rav Moshe Mordechai Margulios
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such haste to return to your father’s house …” And Yaakov replied, “Because I was afraid, 
because I thought perhaps you might steal your daughters from me.” Why does Yaakov 

se? He could have said, “Because I was afraid you might steal your 

It is well known, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, that Yaakov’s approach to serving 
, beauteous glory. Everything he did was solely to glorify the 

. Now that he was leaving Lovon’s house and returning home, where he would have 
mitzva of honoring his parents, he was again focused on 

glorifying the Name through his fulfillment of this great mitzva. 

confronted him and said, “And now you’ve left in such haste to return to 
your father’s house…” If you were in such a hurry to do the mitzva, why did you have to 
sneak away in the night? Were you afraid that I would harm you? Aren’t people on a missi

from harm? Would I have been able to steal my daughters away from 

Yes, Yaakov replied, it would have been possible. This protection is extended only 
when those who are on a mission to do a mitzva have complete faith and tru
and have no ulterior motives. If they are lacking in faith, however, they cannot rely on this 
special protection. “‘Because I was afraid,’” said Yaakov, “that is, because I was afraid of 
you, I realized that my faith was somewhat lacking and that my desire to leave was not 

Hashem. And therefore, ‘I thought you might steal your 
.’ I could no longer rely on this protection, and I feared you might be 

successful in your attempt to steal away my wives.” 

nnn 

GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK FOLLOWING PARSHAS VAYEITZ

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Kislev 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Friday Night (Nov 20
th
) 

of Lubavitch (1773-1827), second Lubavitcher Rebbe

. He was the son and successor of his father, Rav Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the 

Alter Rebbe), and uncle and father-in-law of the Tzemach Tzedek

Ber assumed the leadership of Chabad upon his father's passing in 1812. In 1813 he settled in 

the town of Lubavitch, which was to serve as the movement's headquarters for the next 102 

years. In 1826, Rav Dov Ber was arrested by the Czarist government on slanderous charges. 

Kislev, is celebrated to this day as a "festival of liberation" among 

, (5588/1827). 
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Hashem, (5377/1616); 

� Rav Pinchas Menachem Elozor Justman (Yustman) of Piltz, the Sifsei Tzaddik, a grandson of 

the Chiddushei HaRim, (5681/1920); 

� Rav Rephoel Dabosh of Libya, son of the famous Mekubol from Lybia, Rav Frija Dabush. He 

was Av Bais Din in Tripoli, (5687/1926); 

� Rav Moshe Mordechai Epstein (1866–1934), Rosh Yeshiva of Slabodka and Chevron 

Yeshivos. Born in the town of Bakst in the Vilna district, he learned at Volozhin while still quite 

young. After his marriage in 1889, he moved to Kovno. Three years later, one of his sisters 

married Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer, one of the greatest of Rav Chaim Soloveitchik’s talmidim. 

The two developed a close relationship. In 1894, Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel offered both of them 

positions at Yeshiva Kenesses Yisrael of Slobodka. He authored Levush Mordechai. Both Rav 

Isser Zalman and Rav Moshe Mordechai married daughters of Rav Shraga Frank, one of the 

wealthiest men in Kovno, and in whose attic Rav Yisrael Salanter began teaching mussar to 

Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel and Rav Yitzchok Blazer, (5695/1934); 

� Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer (1870–1954), author of Even Ho’Ezel, Rosh Yeshiva of Slutzk and 

Eitz Chaim, Yerushalayim, disciple of the Netziv, Rav Chaim Soloveitchik, and the Chofetz 

Chaim. Father-in-law of Rav Aharon Kotler, and uncle of Rav Shach. His wife was descended 

from Rav Meir Eisenstadt, author of Ponim Meiros. Both Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer and Rav 

Moshe Mordechai married daughters of Rav Shraga Frank, one of the wealthiest men in Kovno, 

and in whose attic Rav Yisrael Salanter began teaching mussar to Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel and 

Rav Yitzchok Blazer, (5715/1954); 

� The Fourth Lateran Council marked the zenith of papal power. During the papacy of Pope 

Innocent III (1161–1215), old anti-Jewish decrees were expanded and Jews were compelled to 

wear a yellow “Badge of Shame” to distinguish them from Christians. It was enforced in 

France, England, and Germany, and later in Hungary, (4976/1215); 

� All Jewish wine was dumped by Arabs and heavy fines imposed on the Jewish community of 

Yerushalayim. The Arabs blamed the Jewish use of wine for a severe water shortage, 

(5282/1521); 

� King Maximilian II attempted to expel the Jews of Pressburg, stating that his edict would be 

recalled only if they accepted Christianity. The Jews remained in the city without abandoning 

their religion, (5333/1572); 

� 27,000 Jews of the Riga ghetto taken for execution, (5702/1941); 

� Himmler ordered the destruction of Auschwitz’s crematoria to hide all evidence of the mass 

murders, (5705/1944). 

+ 11th of Kislev ~ Begins Sunday Night (Nov 22
nd

) 

� Rav Yehoshua Katz, Rav in Cracow, (5495/1734); 

� Rav Yaakov Yitzchok HaLevi of Pressburg, author of Imrei Ravrevei, (5523/1762); 

� Rav Simcha Ashkenazi of Dessau (Dasseau), (5546/1785); 

� Rav Yechiel Heller, Rav of Sovalk (Suvalk). Among his seforim are Shailos U'Teshuvos 

Amudei Ohr, Ohr Yeshorim on the Haggoda, Oteh Ohr on Shir HaShirim and Kina L'Dovid, a 

hesped (eulogy) for Rav Dovid Luria. He was niftar at the age of forty-seven,(5622/1861; 

according to some, 5628/1867); 

� Rav Yitzchok Friedman. Born in Sadigura, both of his parents were grandchildren of the 

Ruzhiner Rebbe. In 1903, he married, and, with the passing of his father, he set up his court in 

Rimanov. He was niftar during a fund-raising expedition in the United States. A close friend 
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and relative collected hespedim for the Rebbe in a sefer called Akeidas Yitzchok, (5685/1924); 

� A Jewish community that had existed since Roman times was expelled from Naples, fifteen 

years after the Spanish conquest of the island, (5271/1510); 

� Hans Frank, the Nazi governor of Poland, required Jews to wear a blue star, (5700/1939); 

� Seven thousand Jews of Minsk executed, (5703/1942). 

+ 12th of Kislev ~ Begins Monday Night (Nov 23
rd

) 

� Ravina II bar Shmuel, who completed the codification of the Talmud Bavli begun earlier by 

Rav Ashi. His petira marked the end of the period of the Amoraim, (c. 4236/475); 

� Rav Shlomo Luria Ashkenazi, the Maharshal (1510–1574) of Lublin, mechaber of the Yam 

Shel Shlomo, a halachic commentary on sixteen masechtos of the Talmud (the work of only 

seven of which is still extant). His Chochmas Shlomo, glosses on the text of the Talmud and 

comments, is printed in the standard editions of the Talmud, (5335/1574); 

� Rav Yitzchok Lampronti (1679–1756), mechaber of Pachad Yitzchok, the first major 

Talmudic encyclopedia ever assembled. He was also Moreh Tzedek in Ferera, Italy, and the 

teacher of the Ramchal, (5517/1756); 

� Rav Avrohom Dov Auerbach of Avritch and Tzefas (1765–1840). He was a disciple of Rav 

Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev and the first two Rebbes of Chernobyl. Rebbe of Avritch from 

1785, he moved to Tzefas in 1830 at the age of sixty-five. He is the author of Bas Ayin, a 

commentary on Chumash. In the deadly earthquake of the 24th of Teves 5597 (January 1, 1837), 

five thousand people lost their lives, of whom four thousand were Jews. Although most of the 

shul of the Avritcher Rebbe collapsed, the part where the men were clustered remained upright 

and everyone was saved. He is buried in the old cemetery of Tzefas, (5601/1840); 

� Rav Yehoshua Moshe Aharonson of Petach Tikva (1910–1993). Born in Warsaw, he was 

named Rav of Sanok in 1937. In the winter of early 1940, he was appointed to the Bais Din of 

Warsaw. In March 1942, he was deported to the Konin labor camp, near Chelmno. The Konin 

camp was liquidated in the summer of 1943. Rav Aharonson was taken to Hohensalza, and 

afterward to Auschwitz 3 (Buna). In 1945, he was transferred from Auschwitz to Buchenwald 

and then taken on a death march to Theresienstadt, where he was liberated. He subsequently 

moved to Eretz Yisrael, where he served as a Rav in Petach Tikva and Emmanuel. His writings 

were collected in the book Alei Meroros, (5754/1993). 

+ 13th of Kislev ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Nov 24
th

) 

� Ravina berei D'Rav Huna, Rosh Mesivta of Sura. He, together with his teacher, Rav Ashi, 

collected and commented upon the Gemora of what would henceforth be known as the Talmud 

Bovli, (4260/499 or 4182/421); 

� Rav Yisrael Taub of Modzhitz, author of Divrei Yisrael (1849–1920). He was the son of Rav 

Shmuel Eliyohu Taub of Zvolin (1888) and the grandson of Rav Yechezkel Taub of Kuzmir 

(1856), who was one of the talmidim of the Chozeh of Lublin. He became the first Rebbe of 

Modzhitz and was succeeded by his son, Shaul Yedidya Elozor. Legend has it that in 1913 Taub 

composed a thirty-minute niggun(melody) while having his leg amputated without anesthesia, 

(5681/1920); 

� Rav Yisrael Friedman, the second Tchortkover Rebbe, (5693/1932 or 5695/1934 ); 

� Rav Sholom Hadaya of Aram Tzova (1864–1944). The lineage of his father, Rav Moshe 

Chaim Hadaya, could be traced back to Rav Saadya Gaon. Rav Sholom's mother, Rebbetzin 

Sabatya, was the granddaughter of Rav Yitzchok Attia, mechaber of the Zera Yitzchok. Rav 
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Sholom’s father passed away when he was only three. At the age of twenty, he married Sara, the 

daughter of Rav Yitzchok Labaton, one of the most outstanding Rabbonim and Dayonim of 

Aram Tzova. When Rav Yitzchok moved to Eretz Yisrael in 1888, he took Rav Sholom and his 

family with him. In 1891, Rav Sholom had to return to Aram Tzova. While there, he was 

stricken with an eye ailment and nearly lost his eyesight. Despite that, he wrote a sefer, Sholom 

La’Am, which focuses on the issues of doing tzedoka and chessed, particularly on behalf of 

Torah students and scholars. In 1896, Rav Sholom moved to Eretz Yisrael permanently, first 

settling in the Bucharian Quarter, then moving to the Ohel Moshe neighborhood. In 1904, Rav 

Sholom was appointed Moreh Tzedek in the Bais Din of Rav Vidal Anjel and Rav Boruch 

Elnekava. In 1930, he was appointed Raavad (Rosh Av Bais Din) of all the Sephardi 

communities in Yerushalayim. In 1927, Yerushalayim's chief Mekubol and Rosh Yeshiva of 

Yeshiva Bais Keil, Rav Mas'ud HaKohen Elchaded, was niftar, and Rav Sholom was appointed 

his successor. Beside Sholom La’Am, Rav Sholom’s other seforim were: Dover Sholom, 

responsa on the Arba Turim; HaChaim v'HaSholom, a series of Torah extrapolations; and 

Sholom v'Tzedek. His son, Rav Ovadya, was a prominent Rosh Mesivta in the Porat Yosef 

Yeshiva. When the Jordanians conquered the Old City, Yeshivas Bais Keil was destroyed and 

Rav Ovadya reestablished it in his own home in the new city. After the Six-Day War, he 

reestablished the Yeshiva in the Old City, (5705/1944). 

+ 14th of Kislev ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Nov 25
th
) 

� Reuven ben Yaakov Ovinu, (1567 BCE–1442 BCE); 

� Rav Menashe ben Yisrael of Amsterdam, author of Nishmas Odom. He was a friend of 

Rembrandt van Rijn, who, apart from making an etching of the Rav, also illustrated his books. 

It was Rav Menashe, who, together with Rav Yaakov Sasportas, pleaded with Oliver Cromwell 

to allow the Jews to settle in England on philosophical and theological grounds, (5418/1657); 

� Rav Menachem Nachum of Shtefanesht, Romania, one of the five sons of Rav Yisrael of 

Ruzhin (1823–1869).He was succeeded by his son, Rav Avrohom Matisyahu, when the latter 

was twenty-one years old, (5630/1869); 

� Rav Dovid Abuchatzeira, (5680/1919); 

� Rav Mordechai Yaakov Breish of Zurich, the Chelkas Yaakov (1895–1976). Born in Skohl, 

Galicia, his father was a Chassid of Rav Yissochor Dov of Belz. He married in 1920, and the 

couple lived in Lvov. He became Rav in Alesk, and then in 1928, of Disbourg, Germany. In 

1933, he published Tikun Eruvin, a detailed examination of the halochos of eruvin involved in 

his project of making a community eruv to help his mispallelim (those who davened in his 

shul), who were otherwise carrying on Shabbos. Following a life-threatening incident with the 

Nazis, who had just come to power, Rav Mordechai Yaakov and his wife decided to escape 

Germany. After a brief time in Lance, France, they settled in Zurich, Switzerland, where he 

nurtured the Jewish community for forty years. In 1967, he established the Kollel Le’Horo’a 

Chelkas Yaakov in Bnei Brak, (5737/1976). 

+ 15th of Kislev ~ Begins Thursday Night (Nov 26
th
) 

� Rav Yehuda HaNossi, son of Rav Shimon ben Gamliel, redactor of the Mishna (120–192 CE) 

[193 CE, according to Hamodia 2006; 219CE, according to Yated 2007], (3953/192); 

� Rav Avrohom Ibn Ezra (the second), mechaber of Botei Kenesiyos, (5521/1760); 

� Rav Ze’ev of Zhitomir, the Ohr HaMei’ir, (5560/1799); 

� Rav Eliezer Fishel of Brody, (5572/1811); 
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� Rav Simcha Bunim Sofer of Pressburg (1842–1906), mechaber of Shaarei Simcha and Shevet 

Sofer. Born in Pressburg, Hungary (now Bratislava, Slovakia), he was the son of the Kesav 

Sofer, the grandson of the Chasam Sofer, and a great-grandson of Rav Akiva Eiger. He 

succeeded his father as Rav and Rosh Yeshiva in Pressburg in 1872, at the age of twenty-nine, 

the Yeshiva housing over four hundred talmidim at the time. He himself was succeeded by his 

son, Rav Akiva Sofer, the Da’as Sofer. Interestingly, three continuous generations – the 

Chasam Sofer, the Kesav Sofer, and the Shevet Sofer – all served as Rav of Pressburg for thirty-

three years. When Rav Akiva Sofer neared his thirty-third year as Rav, he asked his uncle, the 

Erlauer Rav, what to do. Upon his uncle’s advice, the Daas Sofer moved to Eretz Yisrael in 

1940, thus saving himself from the horrors of World War II, (5667/1906); 

� Rav Rephoel Even-Tzur, Rav of Fez, Morocco, (5677/1916); 

� Rav Dovid Twersky of Skver, (5680/1919); 

� Rav Dovid HaKohen Leibowitz (1890–1941). Born in Warsaw, he studied in the Yeshiva of 

Radin as a teenager, where he held private study sessions with his great-uncle, the Chofetz 

Chaim, for twelve hours a day. In 1908, upon the recommendation of his saintly great-uncle, 

Rav Dovid went to learn in the Slabodka Yeshiva, under the direction of the Alter of Slabodka, 

Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel. In 1915, Rav Leibowitz succeeded his father-in-law as Rav of 

Selechnik. After six years, however, he returned to Slabodka as a founding member of the 

Slabodka Kollel. Every member of the Kovno Kollel had to commit himself to one year of 

traveling abroad and raising funds for the Kollel. That is what brought Rav Dovid to America in 

1926. While there, he was offered a job as Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta Torah Vodaas. Among his 

talmidim were Rav Gedalya Schorr and Rav Avrohom Pam. In 1933, Rav Leibowitz founded 

Yeshivas Rabbeinu Yisrael Meir HaKohen (better known today as the Chofetz Chaim 

Yeshiva/Rabbinical Seminary of America in Forest Hills, N.Y.) There he transplanted to the 

United States his unique style of Talmud study as well as the Slabodka school of mussar. The 

Yeshiva was headed for half a century by his son, Rav Heinach Leibowitz, (5702/1941). 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMEMEMEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Dov Ber Rav Dov Ber Rav Dov Ber Rav Dov Ber SchneersonSchneersonSchneersonSchneerson    ofofofof    LubavitchLubavitchLubavitchLubavitch, 9, 9, 9, 9
thththth
    of Kislevof Kislevof Kislevof Kislev    

The Mittler Rebbe 

Reincarnated: The Soul of Hamnuna 
Saba 

By: Yossy Gordon 

When the daughter of the Mittler 
Rebbe, the granddaughter of the Alter 
Rebbe of Chabad, Rav Shneur Zalman of 
Liadi, married the grandson of Rav Levi 
Yitzchok of Berditchev in Zlovin, the 
Mittler Rebbe wanted to deliver a Chassidic 
discourse in public, which he knew would 

raise objections from Rav Levi Yitzchok 
(who felt that the Chabad Rebbe’s way of 
expounding on the deepest secrets of the 
Torah should be done only in private and 
for select students). He went into a private 
room with his followers and stationed one 
of them to guard the door and warn them 
of Rav Levi Yitzchok’s approach should he 
come. 

The “guard” was also listening to the 
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Mittler Rebbe’s discourse and became so 
deeply engrosseed in it that he didn’t notice 
that Rav Levi Yitzchok had entered the 
room. The Berditchever Rebbe sat himself 
down next to the Mittler Rebbe and asked 
him with whose permission he was 
delivering such a profound Chassidic 
discourse in public. 

The Mittler sent for his father, the 
Alter Rebbe of Chabad. When Rav Shneur 
Zalman arrived, he himself answered Rav 
Levi Yitzchok. 

“When my son was born, I wished to 
name him Hamnuna Saba (after one of the 
mystical Sages mentioned in the Zohar). 
His soul was one of those called “the fish of 
the sea that live on the land” whose mission 
is to reveal the hidden, inner meaning of 
Torah in public. However, our master the 
holy Maggid of Mezritch asked me to name 
my son after him, so I called him Dov Ber.” 

� � � 

Who Deserves to Walk Through the 
Door First? 

During the famous wedding that 
took place in Zlovin — when the daughter 
of the Mittler Rebbe, the son of the Alter 
Rebbe of Chabad, Rav Shneur Zalman of 
Liadi, married Rav Levi Yitzchok’s 
grandson — the Berditchever, the Alter 
Rebbe, and the Mittler Rebbe all left the 
reception hall together. This was just after 
the Mittler Rebbe had completed delivering 
a lengthy Chassidic discourse, which Rav 
Levi Yitzchok had interrupted with his 
usual rapture and fervor. When they 
reached the doorway to leave, Rav Levi 
Yitzchok refused to go before the Mittler 
Rebbe. He had just heard his Chassidic 
discourse, and now, in his humility, the 
Berditchever considered himself the 
Mittler Rebbe's talmid. The Mittler Rebbe 
did not dare go before his own father, and 
Rav Shneur Zalman would not go before 
Rav Levi Yitzchok! And so they found 
themselves facing a dilemma: who 
deserved to walk through the door first?  

As they stood arguing, their 
Chassidim solved the question for them: 
they broke off the doorposts and widened 
the doorway, allowing the three Rebbes to 
leave simultaneously, side by side. 

� � � 

One of the followers of Rav DovBer 
of Lubavitch was known for studying and 
praying with great devotion, and displaying 
a kind and gentle manner to others. Yet he 
still had a serious character flaw. He greatly 
admired his own virtues. Afraid that he was 
growing arrogant, the Chassid decided to 
approach his Rebbe for guidance.  

After hearing the Chassid describe 
his predicament, Rav DovBer was silent for 
a moment, and then responded, “When 
Hashem created the world, He created both 
good and evil. After these two elements 
came into being, they came before Hashem 
and asked for their respective missions. 
‘Spread the light of goodness and kindness 
in the world,’ Hashem instructed the Good 
Side. ‘This is achieved by making people 
aware of their Creator.’ 

“Evil asked, ‘But will I be able to do 
my job? Will people really listen to me?’ 

“Hashem then instructed the Evil 
Side to combat the good, thereby giving 
people the choice and opportunity to 
overcome adversity. The Evil Side again 
asked, ‘But will I be able to do my job? Will 
people really listen to me?’When the 
Creator responded in the affirmative, the 
Evil Side asked to be told its name.  

“‘You will be called the Serpent,’ said 
the Creator.  

“Upon hearing this, the Serpent 
became worried. He was afraid that his 
name alone would frighten people away 
and doom his mission. ‘Have no fear,’ 
reassured Hashem, ‘you will succeed.’ 

“Indeed, the Serpent was successful 
in misleading Chava to sin, convincing her 
to eat from the forbidden fruit in the 
Garden of Eden and to share her sin with 
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Adam. After Adam had eaten from the 
same fruit, Hashem banished the pair from 
Eden, and thus began all of life’s 
challenges.  

“However, when Adam and Chava 
realized their sin, they repented completely 
and managed to atone for their folly. Seeing 
the holiness that now permeated their lives, 
the Serpent came before the Creator again. 
‘Destroy me,’ he implored. ‘I will never be 
able to succeed now!’ 

“‘Have no fear,’ responded the 
Creator. ‘I will change your name to the 
Angel of Death. No one will recognize you.’ 

“The Evil Side, disguised as the 
Angel of Death, did his sinister work for 
generations, until our grandparents 
Avrohom and Sara began spreading the 
knowledge of Hashem in their 
surroundings. Forlorn, the Angel of Death 
complained again that his job was too 
difficult, well-nigh impossible. ‘Fear not,’ 
said the Creator, ‘I will change your name 
again. From now on, you will be known as 
Soton. No one will recognize you.’ 

“So, Soton began his career. His 
work went well, until Moshe made his 
appearance. When he began teaching 
Torah, Soton was ready to throw in the 
towel for good. He appeared before the 
Creator asking for a merciful end; now he 
truly felt useless. Again, his name was 
changed. This time, he was renamed 
Arrogance. 

“Arrogance now began his career. 
This time, his disguise was so good that he 

even penetrated houses of Torah learning. 
The more a true scholar studies, the more 
he realizes how little he really knows. 
However, under the influence of Arrogance, 
people would study and not be humbled by 
their knowledge. Instead, they assumed 
airs of superiority and looked down with 
disdain at the unlearned. Of course, they 
sugarcoated these feelings by claiming to 
defend the dignity of their knowledge, not 
their own person. 

“This continued until the Ba’al Shem 
Tov arrived in this world. He revealed the 
true unity of Hashem, before whom all are 
equal, no matter their level of scholarship.  

“Again the Evil Side came before the 
Creator, disguised as Arrogance, asking for 
a merciful end. Again his name was 
changed. This time, instead of plain 
Arrogance, it would be known as Fear of 
Arrogance. Being less bold than plain old 
Arrogance, Fear of Arrogance could do its 
work in peace. 

“Now, listen here,” concluded the 
Mitteler Rebbe. “You should know that 
Fear of Arrogance is Arrogance, who is 
Soton, who is the Angel of Death, who is 
the Serpent himself! Quickly, throw him 
out of your house, because your life is at 
risk!” 

Sources: Shmuos V’Sippurim, Volume 2, 
pages 169–170; Reshimos Devarim, 
Volume 4, pages 187–189. See also Otzar 
Sippurei Chabad, Volume 16, pages 48–50. 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/610415/jewish/Sly-

Arrogance.htm 

� � � � � � � 

Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer,Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer,Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer,Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer,    10101010
thththth
    ofofofof    KKKKislevislevislevislev    

Mechaber of Even Ho’Ezel, Rosh Yeshiva of Slutzk and Eitz Chaim, Yerushalayim 

Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer’s Spilled 
Milk 

One day, in Rav Isser Zalman 
Meltzer’s house, the milk boiling on the 
stove was left unattended and boiled over. 
When Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer found out, 

he said to his Rebbetzin, “I know why this 
happened. This morning, when the poor 
man who visits every day came, I gave him 
one coin instead of the usual two coins. The 
milk that boiled over was surely worth the 
exact amount of the coin which I held back 



12 � Vayeitzei / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

from the poor man!” 

Rav Isser Zalman continued, “Do 
you wonder how I know this? I’ll tell you a 
story about Rav Chaim of Volozhin. Once 
he was told that the pail of water had sunk 
in the well and they were unable to retrieve 
it. Rav Chaim made a cheshbon of the exact 
amount of money involved in the loss. Rav 
Chaim had the custom of separating a fifth 
of his money for tzedoka rather than a 
tenth, according to the din of the Gra. That 
day, a question had come up whether he 

had separated a fifth, and he had ruled 
leniently. He now realized that the value of 
the bucket was the same amount of money 
that had been under dispute. Rav Chaim 
immediately separated the rest of the 
money and transferred it to the tzedoka 
box; immediately afterward he was told 
that they had managed to extricate the 
bucket from the well. 

www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/Rav-Isser-Zalman-Meltzers-

Spilled-Milk/3203 

� � � � � � � 

Rav Yisrael Taub of ModzhitzRav Yisrael Taub of ModzhitzRav Yisrael Taub of ModzhitzRav Yisrael Taub of Modzhitz,,,,    13131313
thththth
    KislevKislevKislevKislev    

Author of Divrei Yisrael 

Modzhitz Chassidus was founded by 
Rav Yisrael Taub, who was born in 1849 in 
Ratcoinz, Poland. In 1888, upon the petira 
of his father, Rav Shmuel Eliyohu of Zvolin, 
he assumed the leadership of the Kuzmir-
Zvolin Chassidim. 

In 1891 he settled in Modzhitz and 
lived there until the outbreak of World War 
I in 1914, at which time he fled to Warsaw. 
He remained there until his petira, on the 
13th of Kislev 5681 (November 24,1920). 
Rav Yisrael was also known for his sefer 
Divrei Yisrael, on the Torah. Rav Yisrael 
composed more than two hundred 
niggunim. Many of his melodies are still 
sung today by all Chassidic groups the 
world over. One of his most famous, the 
Heimlozer Niggun–the Song of the 
Homeless – also sung to the text of Mizmor 
L’Dovid, has become a classic. In it, Rav 
Yisrael expresses musically the feelings of a 
Jew torn from his home due to war. 

His most famous niggun is the 
Ezkera HaGodol, (the Great Ezkera), 
composed in 1913.This is the well-known 
story of the niggun: The Rebbe traveled to 
Berlin for medical treatment. His doctor, 
Professor Israel, felt that his life could be 
saved only through the amputation of a leg. 
The Rebbe agreed to the operation but with 
the proviso that no form of anesthesia be 

used. It is told that during the operation, 
the Rebbe could see the surrounding Berlin 
area through the window next to his bed. 
The architecture and color of the buildings 
was reminiscent of certain parts of 
Yerushalayim and the poem Ezkera Elokim 
written about the holy city and recited 
during Ne’ila (the closing service) on Yom 
Kippur came to his mind. During the 
removal of his leg, he composed this 
majestic and lengthy niggun comprised of 
thirty-six sections, each contrasting in 
nature. This niggun is sung by Chassidim 
each year on the Rebbe's yahrzeit both in 
Eretz Yisrael and the United States. The 
complete niggun takes approximately a 
half hour to sing. 

Rav Yisrael's love for music also found 
expression in a number of his published 
ma’amorim (sayings). One especially is 
rather remarkable for a Chassidic Rebbe. In 
Divrei Yisrael, he compares man's ascent 
on the ladder of life to a musical scale. Just 
as the eighth tone is a repetition of the root 
tone one octave lower, so too, he says, is 
man's climb throughout life. Although he 
progresses ever higher, becoming 
complacent in his achievement, he must be 
aware that ultimately he must return to the 
root.
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RebbeRebbeRebbeRebbe    Yehuda HaNossiYehuda HaNossiYehuda HaNossiYehuda HaNossi,,,,    15151515
thththth
    of of of of KislevKislevKislevKislev 

Son of Rebbe Shimon ben Gamliel

Why Rebbe Yehuda HaNossi decided 
to codify the Mishna 

By: Rav Yonoson Goldson 

From the time of the destruction of 
the first Bais HaMikdosh, the Jewish 
community in Bovel had remained the 
largest in the world. Within a century of the 
destruction of the second Bais HaMikdosh, 
it would become the center of Torah 
scholarship and the focal point of Jewish 
society for the next thousand years. 

By the second century CE, it had 
become clear that the Jewish world was 
changing. Jews had migrated as far as 
central Europe to the north, Spain to the 
west and India to the east. The Jewish 
community in Egypt had been thriving 
since the days of Yirmiyohu. But these 
sprinklings of Jews still looked to the 
centers of the Jewish world for guidance. 
No place rivaled Eretz Yisrael in quality of 
Torah scholarship, and no place rivaled 
Bovel in size and scope of Jewish life. 

With remarkable foresight, Rebbe 
Yehuda HaNossi recognized that the 
structure of the Jewish world was about to 
change. The Diaspora grew broader and 
broader as Roman oppression drove Jews 
farther and farther apart from each other. 
Jewish communities were sprouting up all 
across the world, and it was only a matter 
of time until Jews in separate corners of the 
world would lose contact with one another. 
Once that happened, Torah scholarship 
would inevitably decline and begin to 
evolve differently in different communities. 
Eventually, Jewish practice around the 
world would become so varied that the 
cultural cohesion of the nation would 
disintegrate. 

To ensure the survival of the Torah, 
Rav Yehuda conceived of a plan for 
preserving Torah Shebe’al Peh (the Oral 
Law or Tradition). Using his authority as 

Nossi, he began working to provide Jews 
everywhere with a common "reference 
point" for the Oral Torah that could be 
disseminated throughout the Jewish world 
while there was still time to assure its 
integrity. 

The Anshei K'nesses HaGedola 
(Men of the Great Assembly) had laid the 
groundwork for this plan five centuries 
earlier with their innovation of mishnayos. 
Hillel and Shammai had arranged the 
mishnayos into six Sedorim, broad topical 
"orders": Zero'im (agriculture), Mo’ed 
(seasons), Noshim (family), Nezikin 
(damages), Kodshim (sacred articles) and 
Tohoros (ritual purity). Rebbe Akiva and 
Rebbe Meir had refined the structure and 
presentation that shaped the form of the 
final compilation of the Mishna. The vision 
that guided Rav Yehuda to implement the 
next bold step earned him such reverence 
among Jews that they referred to him by 
the exalted title of Rabbeinu HaKodosh, 
our Holy Rav. By many, he was simply 
called Rebbe. 

The academies of Hillel and 
Shammai introduced a new era of Torah 
scholarship. This was the period of the 
Tanno'im, literally, "teachers", who 
transformed the transmission of Torah 
Shebe’al Peh. Building on the work of 
earlier sages from the era of the Zugos 
(pairs of sages), these scholars became the 
authors of the Mishna. 

Despite the greatness of their 
scholarship and the way their debates 
invigorated the study of Torah, these 
students nevertheless fell short of their 
masters' expectations. Disputes and 
disagreements proliferated. Without 
intervention, these differences would have 
expanded unchecked, eventually eroding 
the stability of Torah tradition. The time 
had come to set Torah Shebe’al Peh into a 
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fixed and permanent form. 

Such an undertaking would require 
an almost unimaginable amount of time, 
energy and organization. It would require 
leadership that could gain approval from 
an entire generation of sages to imbue the 
finished product with unassailable 
authority. Given the constant repression 
and hostility of Rome, it seemed impossible 
that conditions would ever permit such a 
project the opportunity for success. 

But hashgocha protis provided 
Rebbe with the opportunity. He did the 
rest. 

On the day that Rebbe Akiva passed 
away, Rebbe was born. Inspired by the 
martyrdom of the heroic sage, Rebbe's 
parents defied the Roman ban and 
performed bris mila on their son on the 
eighth day after his birth. Although they 
took every precaution to maintain secrecy, 
a Roman guard caught them in the act and 
immediately arrested them. Scarcely a 
week after giving birth, Rebbe's mother was 
forced to make the long voyage to Rome to 
stand trial before the Emperor. 

Arriving under guard at an inn on 
the outskirts of Rome, Rebbe's mother met 
a Roman noblewoman who also had an 
infant boy. The woman was astonished that 
Rebbe's mother had made such a laborious 
journey so soon after giving birth. When 
Rebbe's mother explained her story, the 
Roman woman suggested that they switch 
babies. And so, when Rebbe's mother 
presented an uncircumcised baby boy 
before the Roman court, the Emperor 
promptly ordered her set free. 
Furthermore, believing that the Jews were 
honoring the laws of Rome, the Emperor 
ordered the decree against circumcision 
annulled. 

Rebbe's mother returned to the inn 
with the good news, and the two women 
remained close friends for the rest of their 
lives. Rebbe grew up to be the Nossi 
(leader, lit. “prince”) of the Sanhedrin 
(Jewish Supreme Court), and the other 

baby boy grew up to be Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus, the renowned "philosopher 
king" and Emperor of Rome. The warm 
friendship of the mothers continued 
between the sons. 

Rebbe's friendship with Antoninus 
brought an unusual era of peace to Eretz 
Yisrael. Even after Antoninus was 
succeeded in 180 CE by his son 
Commodus, a ruler of far less wisdom and 
benevolence than his father, the good 
fortunes of Eretz Yisrael endured. Perhaps 
Commodus recognized that he stood to 
benefit from maintaining good relations 
with the Jews, given the strategic 
importance of Eretz Yisrael in Rome's wars 
against Parthia. In this rare period of 
tranquility, Rebbe could devote his full 
attention to his unprecedented work: the 
Mishna. 

Rebbe reviewed centuries of 
Talmudic records, selecting the most 
authoritative mishnayos and including 
important minority opinions to preserve 
the tradition of debate and an appreciation 
for the underlying differences of 
interpretation. The remaining mishnayos 
were later arranged into the Tosefta, as 
well as the beraisos and the halachic 
Medrashim (the Mechilta, the Sifra and 
the Sifri), all of which retain Mishnaic 
authority except where contradicted by a 
ruling from the Mishna. Although there is 
some uncertainty, it seems that the Mishna 
remained oral throughout Rebbe's time and 
for some period after. What is clear is that 
over four thousand mishnayos were 
arranged in a fixed and ordered form, 
creating for the first time ever a static 
framework for the oral Torah. 

Remarkably, Rebbe appears to have 
violated Torah law in his zeal to preserve 
Torah tradition. The Torah itself prohibits 
the dissemination of Torah Shebe’al Peh in 
written or fixed form. Yet by virtually 
unanimous consent, the Sages accepted 
Rebbe's application of the verse, "It is time 
to act for the sake of Hashem; they have 
overturned Your Torah," as the basis for 
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their approbation (Tehillim 119:126). In 
order to save the Torah, it may sometimes 
become necessary to bend the letter of the 
law for the sake of protecting a larger 
principle. This kind of hora'as sha'ah 
(emergency decree) may be applied only in 
exceptional circumstances, and only by the 
authority of a recognized prophet or the 
overwhelming majority of Torah sages. 

Just as the original invention of 
mishnayos had preserved the style and 
spirit of Torah Shebe’al Peh, so too did the 
Mishna itself. Even in Rebbe's time, the 
Mishna was not intended to be learned on 
its own, but to provide a universal 
reference point in the transmission of 
Torah Shebe’al Peh. Its inherent design 
necessitated the interaction of teacher and 
student learning face to face, discussing 
and debating, engaging in personal contact. 
Every phrase, every word, every nuance, 
even every omission, alludes to a wealth of 
information presented with an elegance 
seemingly impossible without Divine 
guidance. Indeed, about Rebbe it was said, 
"From the days of Moshe until Rebbe, we 
have not found Torah and majesty 
combined in one person". 

In 3948 (188 CE, exactly 1,500 years 
after Moshe Rabbeinu brought the Torah 
down from Sinai, Rabbeinu HaKodosh 
transformed its method of transmission, 
ensuring that the living Torah would 
remain vibrant and alive. 

But Rebbe's generation did even 
more. By endorsing the codification of 
Torah Shebe’al Peh, the Sages transferred 
their own authority as custodians of the 
Oral Torah to the Mishna itself. From that 
generation on, no one, neither sage nor 
scholar – nor even the Sanhedrin, was 
permitted to argue with any decision 
rendered in the Mishna. The era of the 
Tanno'im — the teachers — had ended; the 
era of the Amoro'im — the interpreters — 
had begun. 
www.ohr.edu/explore_judaism/literary_corner/dawn_to_destiny/

4695 

Rebbe Yehuda was the son of Rebbe 
Shimon ben Gamliel and was elected Nossi 
("Prince") after the petira of his father. He 
was born on the very day that Rebbe Akiva 
passed away in the hands of the Romans. 
In the Mishna, Rebbe Yehuda HaNossi is 
called, simply, Rebbe, for he was so famous 
that he needed no other name by which to 
identify him. 

Rebbe was very wealthy, which was 
not the case with most other Rebbes, and it 
was believed that in his stables there was 
more wealth than in the treasury of the 
King of Persia! Yet, in spite of his great 
wisdom and wealth and the great honor in 
which he was held, Rebbe was a modest 
person and showed respect to all the great 
Rebbes, even those among his own 
students. He was fond of saying, "I have 
learned much from my teachers, even more 
from my friends and fellow students, but 
most of all I learned from my pupils." 

Rebbe used his wealth to support the 
needy. When a famine broke out in Eretz 
Yisrael, Rebbe Yehuda HaNossi opened his 
orchards and stores of food to feed the 
hungry. 

Because of his high moral character 
and teachings, because of his refusal to 
enjoy selfishly his own great wealth, and 
because of his great personal qualities and 
piety, he was recognized everywhere as a 
holy person, and everyone called him 
Rabbeinu HaKodosh ("our saintly 
teacher"). Our Sages used to say that all 
noble virtues were united in him and that 
even Eliyohu HaNovi, invisible though he 
was, sat among the students of Rebbe to 
listen to his teaching of the Torah. 

� � � 
Rebbe Yehuda HaNossi said many 

things that could serve as a guide to others. 
"When a Jew performs a mitzva," he used 
to say, "he should not rejoice over that 
commandment alone, for one mitzva 
brings others after it. Likewise, when a Jew 
commits a sin, he should not regret merely 
that one sin, for other sins will surely 
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follow that sin." 
That a person should never consider 

himself too great to learn from someone 
younger or more humble than himself, 
Rebbe showed through the following 
example: The Torah is likened to water. 
Just as an older person is not ashamed to 
ask someone younger to give him a drink of 
water, so should he not be ashamed to ask 
a younger person to quench his thirst for 
knowledge. And just as no one is too lazy to 
seek a drink when he is thirsty, so too, no 
student should be too lazy to seek Torah in 
a Yeshiva. 

A person who did not wish to study 
or daven was regarded by Rebbe just like a 
dumb beast. Indeed, he once declared that 
he who occupies himself with the study of 
the Torah may eat the flesh of an animal or 
bird, but he who refuses to engage in the 
study of the Torah is not justified in eating 
the flesh of the lower creatures, of whom he 
is one. 

� � � 

There are many stories related in the 
Gemora and Medrash of the great 
friendship that existed between Rebbe 
Yehuda HaNossi and the Roman Emperor, 
Antoninus. The Emperor used to visit 
Rebbe's house secretly in order to learn 
from him something of the wisdom of the 
Torah and to consult him about various 
difficult problems concerning the 
government of his Empire, for he greatly 
valued the good advice he received from 
the Jewish Sage. 

In order that others should not 
suspect that he was asking the Rebbe for 
his counsel concerning matters of state, 
they often disguised questions or answers 
by means of a code or some action that the 
other alone understood. On one occasion, 
Antoninus sent a messenger to Rebbe with 
the question: "The imperial treasury is 
empty. What shall I do?"  

Rebbe Yehuda called the messenger 
into his garden, where he uprooted some 

plants and replaced them with others. The 
messenger from the palace watched in 
amazement and then asked, "What reply 
shall I give to my royal master?" Rebbe 
replied that no answer was required. The 
puzzled Roman returned to the Emperor, 
informing him that Rebbe had refused to 
answer the Emperor's question. Antoninus, 
however, asked the messenger whether 
Rebbe Yehuda had not performed any 
action in his presence. Thereupon, the 
messenger described to the Emperor how 
Rebbe had pulled up some plants in his 
garden and had put others in their place. 
The Emperor understood the message 
hidden in this action of the Rebbe. He 
dismissed several of his officials, whom 
Rebbe had suspected of being dishonest, 
and appointed others in their place. Soon 
the royal treasury was full again. 

Later, the friendship between the 
Emperor and Rebbe was displayed openly. 
They began to visit each other and 
discussed Hashem and His Torah. Once 
Antoninus asked Rebbe, "How can the 
human soul be punished in the next world? 
The soul will be able to say, 'How can I be 
held to blame? I am a spiritual creation. It 
was the body that sinned, not I…' On the 
other hand, the body will be able to say, 
'How can I be guilty? Without the soul I 
could not have sinned, for it is the soul 
which gives life to the body.'" 

To this question of the Emperor, 
Rebbe replied with a clever moshol 
(parable) as follows: A man once owned an 
orchard, over which he set two servants to 
guard it. One of the watchers was blind; the 
other was lame. The lame man, tempted by 
the sight of the ripe fruit that he could not 
reach, said to his blind companion, "Carry 
me on your shoulders and lead me to that 
tree, laden with rich fruit, to which I shall 
guide you. In this way both of us will enjoy 
the fruit." 

When the owner, noticing the loss of 
his fruit, later accused his two servants of 
the theft of his choicest fruit, the blind man 
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protested his innocence. "How could I have 
seen where the fruit was growing?" And the 
lame servant said, "How could I have 
reached the fruit?" 

How did the owner act? He placed 
the lame man on the shoulders of the blind 
man and then punished them together. 

So, too, replied Rebbe, does Hashem 
with the human body and soul when each 
falsely tries to avoid punishment for its 
guilt. 

� � � 

Rebbe was sick for many years but 
he was cured, as he had become ill, through 
a strange happening. 

Rebbe was once walking to the Bais 
Medrash, when a calf, which was being 
driven to shechita (slaughter), broke loose 
and came up to Rebbe, appearing to plead 
with him to save it from death. Rebbe said 
to the calf, "Go to your fate, for to this end 
you were created." At this, a Bas Kol 
(Heavenly Voice) proclaimed from Heaven 
that, as Rebbe had not had pity on one of 
Hashem’s creatures, he should be punished 
with physical suffering. 

For thirteen years this holy Rebbe 
suffered, and then one day he was healed 
just as suddenly. It happened like this: 

A maidservant in Rebbe's house was 
once cleaning a room when she found some 
newborn weasels. She wanted to put them 
out of the house, but Rebbe restrained her. 
"Hashem has pity on all His creatures," he 
said, "and human beings must follow His 
example. Leave the baby weasels in the 
house." A Bas Kol at once proclaimed that, 
just as Rebbe had had pity on Hashem’s 
lowly creatures, so should pity be taken on 
him. He was immediately cured. 

When Rebbe Yehuda HaNossi 
became seriously ill and near to death, the 
Rebbes davened to Hashem for him. Later 
they sent a Rebbe, called Bar Kappora, to 
see how Rebbe was progressing, but when 
he arrived he learned that the holy scholar 

had passed away. Bar Kappora rent his 
clothes as a sign of mourning and returned 
to the Rebbes. He broke the sad news to 
them with this remark: "The angels have 
struggled with us human beings for 'the 
Holy Ark'! The angels have been victorious 
and have captured 'the Holy Ark' . . ." The 
Rebbes asked, “Is he dead?" Bar Kappora 
replied, "You have spoken it. I did not want 
to let my lips utter the words." 

� � � 

The most important achievement for 
which Rebbe Yehuda HaNossi is famous is 
his redaction of the Mishna. The Torah, 
given to us by Hashem on Har Sinai, 
consists of two parts: the Written Law 
(known, as TaNaCH, the initials of which 
stand for Torah, Neviim and Kesuvim, that 
is, the Five Books of the Torah, the 
Prophets and the Holy Writings) and 
Torah Shebe’al Peh, the explanation of the 
Torah given by word of mouth to Moshe 
Rabbeinu, as well as the Laws of 
Yisrael(Halocha L'Moshe MiSinai). 

This Oral Law was handed down 
from generation to generation by word of 
mouth from Moshe Rabbeinu to Yehoshua, 
from Yehoshua to the Seventy Zekeinim 
(Elders), from the Zekeinim to the Neviim, 
from the Neviim to the Anshei K’nesses 
HaGedola, and from them to the greatest 
scholars of every generation. All these laws, 
traditions and customs were learned by 
heart and memorized. They were not 
allowed to be written down. 

Rebbe Yehuda HaNossi saw, 
however, that as a result of the difficulties 
of the Golus (Exile) that the Jewish nation 
had to endure and would have to suffer for 
many centuries until the coming of 
Moshiach, there was a strong probability 
that many of these sacred laws would be 
forgotten or accidentally changed, G-d 
forbid. He therefore decided to gather 
together the laws and write them down, so 
that they might remain permanently 
recorded in what was called the Mishna 
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(the meaning of which is "learning by 
repetition"). 

This was, of course, a tremendous 
task, but Rebbe succeeded in his great 
undertaking. He not only assembled the 
laws of Torah Shebe’al Peh, but he also 
arranged them in a logical order in six 
volumes, or Sedorim, known by the 
abbreviation Shas. 

� � � 

The Mishna is written in Hebrew.

The later Rebbes, who discussed and 
expanded the Mishna, were no longer 
called by the title of Tanno’im
earlier Rebbes had been called), but were 
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